ANGUILLA

Anguilla (almost rhymes with vanilla) is a small, pricey Leeward island a few minutes ferry ride from
St. Maarten. Its main appeal comes from beautiful beaches and exclusive ambiance. Good, typical
Caribbean reefs are close in, but expect no drama. Fish population is low, due to overfishing. It's
not an island to visit just for diving, but if you end up there for other reasons, by all means get in
the water. It's in the hurricane belt. . . .

ANTIGUA

On my way to Dominica | stopped and dived Antigua. What | remember most about the island was
beautiful beaches and scenery, high-dollar hotels, and a five-buck hot dog. The diving was
forgettable. If you find yourself here, avoid boats that take divers from the cruise ships, as they do
only the close-in, shallow reefs.

Dive A ntiguaHalcyon Bay, November 1996, Jeff & Sherry Hotham, Phoenix, AZ.* Divemader westhecaptain
leaving no oneto tend the boa whilewewerein theweter. Anchor thrown on the cord. Everyonewesto backroll in a
onceand go draight down. My buddy and | weited and wetched the banging callisonsof inexperienced diversand
then caught up. Divemeder touched evarything! Not aseafan excgped apinch acrossitswholelength. Never turned
around to seif everyonewesfollowing. Everyonebut ussurfaced after 35 minuteswithout asafety gop;300 yards
urfacesnim back to theboat againg choppy sees Aspeoplewarewting to dimb theladder the divemeder good
tankson theedge of theboat 3ding; missed agash in my heed by hdf inch asthe ssapitched thetanksoverboad. . . .
Ssoond divethesame On therideback rumisprovided. Hind insult: quioted pricesinduded tenksbut notthear in
them; thereisan additiond chargefor thet. . . . Timeshareunitsat Hayoon Cove Resort areregular hotd rooms
modified to hold amini kitchen, but they forgot the snk for digh weehing so the bathitub becamethe back bresking
snk. Thepower faled every imeweatempted to cook asthedrauit breskerstripped.”

ARUBA

Just off Venezuela's Caribbean coast, Arubais not a prime scubadiving destination, but bring
your gear, especially if you have time forajump to Curacao or Bonaire for much better

diving. . . .Miles of white sand, glitzy casinos, and beaches caterto windsurfers. . . . Forthe
best deals on lodging and air, ask yourtravel agent to look into gamblers’ packages. . . . Several
good boat dives, such as the wreck of the Antilla, a German freighter scuttled at the start of World
War Il. The South Wall, past San Nicholas near the southern tip of Aruba, isalso good. . . .
Expect water temperatures in the low 80s most of the time. . . . South of the hurricane

belt. . . .

Mermaid Diver gPdican Water gor t9Red Sail Joorts Decamber 1996, Jeff & Sherry Hotham, Phoenix, AZ.

“ Diving average only diveintereting westhe Antilla one of the best wredksin the Caribbeen. Mermaid Sport Diversa
one-mean operation of averagequiity, with scheduling problems . . . Rdican Watergportsaverage with lowquidity boats
and divemesters Computer diverslimited to teblesdiving. Red Sall Sportsadisgopointment. Lousy boat, divemesters
hed bad attitude Vis 30-60ft. weter: 80 degress”

Pdican Water SoortgHaliday InnHyatt Hotd, Sotember 1997, K dly HayesRaitt, Santa Monica, CA.

“ Shoaling fish, many morays(somesaimming), good wredks Lotsof ssanesd. Onedivemadersfound two
shores A fewdivemaderscovered alot of ground. My firg divemedter led 10 diverd My buddy and | hung back
rather then divein asendgorm. | wescriticized for srimming too dowly and holding up the dive though severd asked
thedivemeder to dowdown. Theboa operator copped an ditude, and generdly thisdidn’ t ssemto beahappy place
Although divemegtersareindructorsand encouregediving consarvetively, the dive stleperson (located in hotd) wes o
eager to Hl dives heencouraged meto sgn up for a7:30 pm night divetheevebeforemy 7:30 an flight.”

Red Sail Soorts Decamber 1996, Ron Greane, Pinole CA.* Water: 8010 82 Degress Vis 4010 50 fest Goesto 3
or 4 divesstesonly. Thedrplanesarefor beginners— no fidh, no cord, jug 2 planes Thewredk isfun to diveon



gorkd—fener smdl figh, though. Theother divesgportsRed Sall goesto aretarible The personnd wereniog but they
ran apackageand didn’ t ssam interested on having good or intereing dives”

Red Sail SoortgA ruba Beach Club, September 1996, DA Litle& R.J. Padgett, San Frandsoo, CA.“ Nata
location for adivetrip, but if you aregoing thereanyway, bring your gear! Idand isdivided into the* low-risehotd
didrid” and“ thehigh—risshotd didrict” ArubaBesch Aubisin thelow~isedidrict and isthe oldes imeshareon
theidand. Itisadump. A converted hote with only limited cooking fadlitiesin therooms Thehigh—risedidrict looks
likeMiami Beech with cagnos . . . Theidand isknown for itsbeaches not itsdiving, but thereare omeintereding ship
and arplanewrecks Red Sl picked usup each morning in abeautiful, plush, air conditioned bus Othenvisetheland
portion of thisdive operation isthoroughly disorganized. Divemagersonboard the boatsmore than compensated for
theincompaenceof desk personnd. Boatshad no morethan fivedivers(induding thethresin our party). Divemedars
did everything they could to find interesing Stes Better divestesat Southern tip of idand.”

Rad Sail/Unique Sports Augug 1997, RanceWadley, Miramar, FL. “ Weter 76 - 80 Fbrrr watait: 2 mm. Vis
15-70ft. Divemedtersoverloaded with resort coursediviersand heavy dive shedules o ighore sngleexperienced
divers Good brigfingswhen given; no indruction given on howto get back on boat in heavy chop; aDutch couple
plowad right over mewhilel westeking finsoff on thetowline waightson asoant linebanging on cord. . . . Unique
Sportsof Aruba quicker boas more parsond servioe run by an American (Emmet), dightly chegper packege . ...
Beautiful shorediving a PosChiquito & Mangd Halto and afenvother places—locd diredionsnesded. Bestwredk in
the Caribbeen: 400ft WWII Germen Antillar day & night! amazing profile encrudations fih life Sawdizzying
ghoolsof boga, diverddes mysdiurn shrimp; Gomb Grouper, Reecock Hounder, chain moray, blackgpotted shekeed,
hugedub-tipped anemone tunicated 2 Frogfidh. . .. Air Aruba log my luggegefor 3 daysthen dedroyed i,
eguipment mafundionsat arport, purpossfully rudeemployee 2 hr return flight dday so AA could charter aflight &
cren”



