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St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands:
The burgeoning business of beach diving,

Whenever I'm trying to figure out where to take my next dive vacation, I
quickly realize that I'm a captive of the printed word, I won't select a spot
about which nothing is written, whether it's an artlicle in Skin Diver or now
Sport Diver (but it's late August and where is the summer issue?) or even an
advertisement or brochure produced by the hottest copy writer in forty fathoms,
I must have proof that I can get tanks and air and that guides will lead me
through the mysterious new watersy I need some indication that the coral is
alive and the fish swim about, After that,"Ah pays my moncy and takes my
chances,"

I was once diving in St, Thomas and conzidered mounting the flylng goose,
ona of those Antilles airboats which skims migratory-high over the white-
caps between the Virgins, to St, Croix, but I could only find inadequate litile
ads for "guided tours" and everyone on St. Thomas sald anyway "you don't want
to go over there,--the natives are restless." Se¢ I didn't. MNovice that T
was, I needed to see pictures of fish on the reef, divers on the boats and
girls on the beach before I made the trip. I, who fantasized about diving
into the unknown, discovering hidden treasure and picture book reefs, decided
+to stay in St, Thomas a few days to drink beer in Sparky's, forgoing ex-
ploring an island 40 miles away that I couldn't fird a decent brochure about,

Now for Undercurrent I must explore un- p
known places, but I prefer sites more exolic
than St. Croix, For example, we Wlll cover

5t. Lucia soon., St, Crolx, however, earned INSIDE UNDERCURRENT
our attertion becausc we respond now and then M."ﬁnmumim“mm;
to a well-orchastrated hustle, In January a Steel seill may be your best bel,  p 4
letier arrived from the President of V.I. Do Shiny Chrome Gadgets Attract
Divers, Bret Gilliam, saying he would "like Predators? Who cares, most divers

to host one of your writers to see how we PR PG PO et e B T
fare in your evaluation, We aren*t perfect, :mmﬂmﬂ ;i

but we like to think that we do a pretty . deservé whartheypayfor. . . p 9
good job of taking care of our guests,"” Not g

long after, the Virgin Islands Tourist Beard
wrote "Y¥'all come see us some time, hear?”

St. Croix has been an obscure speck on tourist maps because & flock of
local henchmen gunned down a flock of visitors a few years back., Carib-
bean islands have had nasty incidents, but the brutality of these murders on
U.S, territory killed tourisi trade, Only now is St. Croix back to a £60's tourist
level, With no high rolling divers hitting the beaches, St, Croix dive txips
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were offered by a haendful of guides in business more for sun than income, Bret
Gillian included, Gilliam however, had his eye to the future and after a guide
glg or two he opened hie own business, expanded, and continued to expand. Now
he has the only full service dive shop on the island, and owns Virglin Diver
which operates one week charter trips out of British Virgin ports. Along with
being an enthusiastic diver, Gilliam's real skill seems io bte tough-minded
management, Gilliam will bust his bBuns to get tourist trade, and I don't doubt
he'll be successful, He expecis an avalanche of visitors from Skin Diver's
forthcoming coverage, and when I was iz his shop boxes of new gear were arriving
and he was continually on the phone hustling new staff to handle the onrush.
That's sound planning and that's why Gillian's gettlng St, Croix on the divers'
map,

I selected St, Croix because Gilliam offered a one week certificatlon
course which T zought for s rewly recrulted buddy, (we'll review the couxrse
next issue) but only after we had answered his earlier invitation saying that
he would learn of our visit when he read about it in Undercurrent, He replied
"you're right. Booking as a regular diving customer is really the best and
most objectlive way to conduct a review. . o,Good luck with Undercurrent." So
Bret, we booked as a regular customer. T was the guy you promised to have a
dive for the first day, but dldn"t--that's o grievous sin, since it cost me
$450 by air to get to your place for a week and I didn"t appreciate spending
the day sitting on the dock perticularly when I learned another shop did have
g dive that day——and I was also the guy who couldn't get his strobe to work
(what's new) and also the one who dragged his regulator through the sand at
Cane Bay--you know, just as the beginners do,

bt Crolx diving is well suited for the diver who brings hls own tank and
buddy, who feels confident in new water, and wants to explore the reefs on his
own, because there ls more than enough beach diving to keep one occupled for a
vacation, In fact, Gilllam doesn't even run guided boat dives on St, Croix,
The two shops that do motor almost exclusively to shallow sites outside of
Buck Island Wational Park which is reserved exclusively for snorklers, Gillian
rents a tank and pack for $7/day, which is why you ought to bring your own, but
¢laims to ercourage people to head off on their own and will provide a map of
beach dives for anyone who has demonstrated on a guided dive that he can handle
himself. A single tank guided dive is $25, even with your own equipment, and §35
for two, an exhorbitant fee that only a novice should pay more than once, For

people wantine a week of gujded dives, vou get more for your money cn other islands,

but for clubs and confident beach divers, 8t; Croix indeed rates well, Gilliam,
however, has two cormpetent guides, Ronnle Cutler and Bill Walker, also a gentle
and excellant instructor,

Fex the macro photographer, Frederickstad Pler, a half hour by car from
Christianstad, will provide critiers almost Impossible To Tind elsewhere, Un each
oI thnree dives DetwWweon my buddy and me, We encountered several sea horses hidden
ameng the unique rarge of sponges, corals and anemones clustered on the pllings.

I alse discovered a small frogfish with a fishing lure dangling from his ferehead,
Nightdives are spectacular, I'm told, yet in the week I was there only one was
scheduled, and T could not attend; a photographer who did spent a roll of film
on batfish, Beneath the pier the bottom 1s littered with junk (there are still

a few bottles and other artifacts bemeath the silt), but large trumpet fish or
schools of disciplined bait fish can keep the diver without a camera interested
for a couple of dives.

T suppose half the guided tourist dives on St, Crolx are rade at Cane Bay,
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mirnutes from Christianstad, As a Californiz diver, I felt at home because the
diving vegins 200 yards from shore--that's why VI Divers rent their tanks with
tack flotation dewvices, Nearly all guided entries are from one point, although
the dropoeff stretches for miles. It's a steep dreopoff, not a vertical wall,
adorned with pleasant but unspectacular corsl heads oeccaslonally separated by

sand wvalleys, Most of the corals and sponges were avallable, decorated with very
larze sea fans, At 75 feet a few twigs of black coral sprouted here ard there,
But I was aware that the drop off was so accessible to divers, that the unigue

ard fragile fish were not to be seen. There were no live or even dead shells,

ard fish of eating size were already on dimmer plates., What could be 2 spectacular
site was indeed interesting, yet picked over and predietable, Of the half a dozen
dives between my buddy and me, a three foot hawksbill turtle was the highlisht.

A conversatlon with guide Cutler explained the problem, He had speared
the world'c record dolphin, he said, at the drop off. Although there are no
lobater on the reef, Cutler sald that after three months in Hew Yerk he returned
to find about 20 which he feazsted on, VI divers permit nc spearflishing, or taking
of live ereatures, says the brochure, but it's a double standard for staff.
Cane Bay is a nice dive for tourists, If the Government wants to keep them ccming
they mav have to prolect easy reefs from locals. i

Buck Island dives arc worth a trip and we found now-departed guide Michael
of Caribbean Sea Adventures ard B, Max Friedman of Pressure Limited careful ard
competent, B, Max 1s excellent; he leads irips anywhere and offers a week's certi-
fication course, all with a sprinkling of unnccessary sarcasm. Hls rates are
jdertical to V.I. Divers while Caribbean Sea Adventures charges $2.50 less, All
three shops are within a2 3 minute walk of each other, but Caribbean Sea Adventures
also operates out of the Bucanneer Hotel and is the only shop to offer regular
Sunday dives. Find B, Max at 59 Kings Wharf, Christicnatad (809/773-2678)

5t. Croix 1s capensive, but so 1s most of the Carlbbean. For people on
a budget, money will evaporate faster here than at dive resorts where diving is
at your beach front. A car is required to get to the dive sites and about the
best price with unlimited mileage is $100-$120/weck from Olymple (Basecin Triangle,
Christianstad) or Antilles (Caravelle, Christianstad), Write ahead on business
letterhead and you might get commerclal rates. To economize further, try weekly
apartment rentals. In town, the Hoyal Scotia rents apartments for $125/week
summer, $150/winter (43 Xing St,, Jhristianstad) or outside at The Waves at Cane
Bay (roughly $175/week, double, with kitchen). The Vista Mar (809/773-2138) ad-
vertises one bedroom units with kitchen for $120/week,.

We stayed at the Bucanneer, Summer rates of $51 are awfully high, but it's
attractive and relaxing, with nice swimming and sunning, not much snorkelling,
and acceptable and varied cuisine. In town, the Club Commanche ($24 summeé?,
the Kings Alley($32) and the King Christian ($28) are gocd cholces, but they are
without a beach and tourists abound in the streets. However, you can walk io the
dive shop and to the many good restaurants in Christlanstad. For fine dinner,
we loved the Commarnche, We dldn't enjoy the appetizer of quall egga garnished
with salmon esgzs, but the cat beneath the table did., The Top Hat was tops, amd
Captain Weeks provided inexpensive native fare. For the tight pocketbook there
were plenty of possibilities for sandwiches and beer, DBlack Bean soup and a
Heinekens is a lunchtime winner at the outdoor Cafe de Parils,

The locals? They're a taciturn lot, neither friendly nor hostile, We
never felt edgy on the streets, only ignored by sveryone but the cabbles seskling
a $1.50/person fare to the Buccanneer. 5St. Croix's past problems have passed,

S0, beach divera, give it & shot if vyou care to explore, Who knows what
you might £ind, Start with VI Divers (write Pan Am Pavilion, Christianstad,
809/773-6045). Or try the local dive club president, Don Hinkel (773-2027), 3




Aluminum vs. Steel Tanks—an Update:

“I've got a four-year<old steel tank, about ready lor
a hydra test, but now T'm considering replacing il
with an alumunum taok. Pm 557, 120 Ths, and would
sure like 1o pack around less weight. Although 1 do
have anmwl inspections, I'm still afraid of rust in the
tank and | understand aluminum iz rusi-Mrrec. | can scll
the steel tank to a friend, so the cost 1o me for the new
alwminum tank will he about 80, 1 think it"s worth
it Do vou sgree™

So writes a woman from Pensagola, Florida, one
of several divers who have written in the lust year with
gimnilar questions. Our answer is “no.” We don’ apree.,

The diving industry and sport divers themselves
have lauded gluminum tanks sinee their intreduction
into the United States in the early 1970 John
MeAnilT, a director of the Universily of Rhode 1sland
scuba safery project, has participated in studies of both
aluminum and stecl tanks and clearly selects aluminum.
“We are very high on aluminum tanks lor sport divers,”
he savs.

Mol considering the cost, sluminum poobably is
superior. Yer there's still a lot of bunk cireulating
about aluminum tanks, some of which can be arrr-
buted o advertising vopy such as exists inoan ad re-
cently run by “DEW", DEW advertises an aluminum
pony tank claimed tw be “100% rost free,” made of
“light weight slominum, lighter than steel,” with
“walls twice as thick as sieel” and “stronger on a
pound for pound basis than standard steel.”

We have nol analyvaed the ank, bul it's just ahoni
certain to be the same alloy used in larger tunks, and
and for aluminum tanks of 50 cu Mt and larger, those
statements are distortions and #ssemially irrelevant,

Aluminum: ‘Rust’-free, not Corrosion-free

Yes, alwminum is “rust-free” becawse rust is jron
oxide, and aluminum is not made from iren, as is steel,
and therefore does not produce fron oxide. Aluminum
does, however, corrode, and the corrosion ¢an weaken
the tank just as rust weakens steel, Stating thay alumi-
nwn is “rust-lree’ is an advertising executive’s sleight.
of-hand-and-pencl rick

Fresh water corrosiom in steel is possible, while in
aluminum the effect iz sleight, Tt can happen at least
Pwa ways inadveriently, Sucking a tank dry can canse
a little wvapor to form, just as can bleeding a tank too
fast. I, Tor example, you're ahout o hoard an sirplane
and the ticket agent Torces you W bleed vour lznk in g
hurry, you'll most likely get condensation inside, the
precursor of corresion.

One way sea waler can enter your tank is when it's
filled. 1T tiny drops of water from your last dive are
o the tank valve and the dive shop operator hooks up
the compresser, then opens the wvalve, some ol this
moisture will be ferced into your tank. Frank Parish
reports that in his dive shop, Del Mar, in Wichita

Steel still may be your best bet,

Falls, Texas, they simply apen the tank valve a second
before allaching the compressor o blow out hidden
water, Parrish wrote us that il has solvad [007% of
our 1ank rusting problems, except those from water-
lubricated compressors like [those] wsed in filling
the Scone Air Packs fur remen.”

Tanks should never be stored full for in the concen-
truted oxygen corrosion thrives. A full Lunk, sitting
for some months, particnlarly with moisture inside,
conld mean trouble—serious trouble,

The University of Rhode Island scuba study pro.
eram uncovered the demh of 2 diver who had used
his tank after storing it full for several months, Diring
storage, a wee bit of corrosion {(which apparently had
previously started in the tank) vsed up aboot 90 per
cent of the oxygen in the tank, Oxvgen foeds cor-
tosivn, S0 the oxygen conlent was subsequently
reduced (o aboul two e three per cent of the air, The
normal share of axvgen in air is 20 per cent, The diver
died of sulfocation in 12 leel of water.

Because sieel conades much Gaster than aluminum,
such a prablem would be more likely with steel, but a
well maintained steel tank stored with 10U psi and filled
when a diver iz ready to dive will never cayse diver
suffocation,

In a serivusly rusted steel tank, it's also possible for
rust Nakes 1o break off and clog the intake. We have
no evidence that this causes a problem in aluminum
tanks. Even so, a well maintained stee] tank will not

v .. there's still @ lot of bunk cireulating about
alwminum fanks, some of wirich can be

attributed to advertising copy. . .

produce (lakes ol rust.

Obviously steel tanks are more susceptible 1o all
forms of corrosion, bt bl alumiineen and steel
renks reguire andual inspectfons and owners' care
between inspections, A well cared-for sieel lank will
he corrosion-free for your lifetime.

Surprise: Steel Is Lighter

Aluminum is stronger than steel pound for pound,
bur because it is much less dense and weighs less than
steel, much more of it must be used in order o con-
struct a tank that is safe. The amount of aluminum
necessary 10 make the walls “iwice as thick™ the
amount for a safe tank—causes the aluminum lunk o
weigh mere than a stee] tank of comparable volume,

A study published Bae last year by Jim Uall in Skin
Diver demonsirated the differences. An empty 71.2
cubic foot aluminum tank (which, by the way, re-



quires a 3000 psi compressor to Gl weighs 31.35
pounds, o standand steel tank weighs in gt 29,5, nearly
Mo poderrds fess. Another way (o look at the difference
is 0 conslder the air capacily in relationship (o the
weight, Bob Camphell, writing last year in the Sudezeen
Jovrngd, (ound thar “steel cylinders have the better
capacity/weight  ratio”  Aluminum cylinders tested
ranged from 1.9 cu 01 oto 2.3 cu M1 of ain per poond
Steel ¢vlinders held from 2.2 1o 2.8 cu ft of air per
pound of tank, Tt is possible for the manulacturer o
reduce the weight of aluminum lanks, becanse cxcess
weight 15 retained ar the battom of the tank and is not
trimmed. Apparently, it's too expensive to round the
hotrom o reduce the weight, b the flat holeam
docs permit the tank to stand on its own,

If you shop where aluminum and steel
tarcks cost rouglly the same, purchasing
aluminim is purchasing insurance agains{
corrasion, . .. Yel steel ranks can be found
ar nearly half che price . . . and when that'’s
the cuse, we think steel vemains the besi

buy.

The greater weight of the aluminum tank does not
mean that the diver can carry less weight arvund his
walst. According to 1alls (igures, which have heen
overlnoked by many other studies, the aluminum has
a negative buoyancy of thiee pounds: when flled, the
steel tank has abour five pounds of negative buovancy.
When emply, the sicel tank 1= newiral, bot the alumi-
num tank haz a positive buovancy of abouwr 2.4
pounds. That means that you'll need to carry two
three pownds more weight with the alumnom ank
than you necd with steel.

Thereiore, when diving with un aluminum tank, a
diver may need W carry four or Dve pounds maoe
weighl than he would if using steel. That figure may
net mean much for a 220-pound jock, but it might
mean a greal deal for a 1 20-pound female. The four o
live pound szavings may alsc be important for divers
whu have (o hike in with their gear or for those who
wanl to be ag hghl 3 possble when they wrestle with
the surf.

LIMERICKS

The closing date for entries for Under-
currenir Conresi #1 has been extended 1o
October 15,

In the April ¥4 87 News, Gordon MceBride and Perry
Klein reported that the aluminum tvanks they were
using had developed an odor that is, a bad 1asie in
the ain =similar (o that from oil contquination, But
their earelul analysis of the compressor ouiput found
Lhat the air, however rank, was cloan. At the supeestion
of Dacor, they preparcd a solution of one quart of
vinggar and one box of baking soda mixed in a gallon
ol water. Tumbling the liquid in the malodorous alumi-
aurn Lank for ar leasr six hours sweatened their breath,

Apparently, the problem developed in manufactur-
ing and most of the offending tanks on the marke
bave been returned 1o the manufacturer, IF your new
tank leaves you with a bad taste in yvour mouth, don't
fail 1o let whoever sold it o vou know about i,

Aluminum anks may have ane final problep. Tha
ogours when the two dissimilar metals of the valve and
the tank [reere together, This can happen afler the
vilve haz boen loosenad a turn or two, US, Divers
recommends a procedure using Molvkote #3557 1o
prevent freezing, This proceduie was explained in Lhe
June, 1976, wsue of Dndercirent, Once frozen, the
valve has 1o be sawed off and the tank must be re-
bored. If youwr tank has the gall Lo frecee, seek repair
costs or replacenent frogm your dive shop or the com-
pany that produced it

Buy a New Aluminum Tank?

1T you shop where sluminum and steel tanks cost
roughly the same, purchasing aluminum is purchasing
imsuranee againg! corresion; for most people whe can
pack the extra weight, aluminum is the superiar
preduet, Yel steel tanks can be found al nearly half
the price of slominum, amd when (that's the case, we
think steel remains the best buy,

We see no reason to replace a well maintained steel
tank with aluminum, unless a new ook is important to
your appearance. A well maintained steel wank will last

your lifetime, and since in your next life vou'll

probably come back as a fish, vou won't need wow
tank then, anyway.

Do Shiny Chrome Gadgets Attract Predators?

Who cares; most divers prefer pizazz,

Edward R. Ricciuli, an ex-stafi member of the
New York Zoological Socicty, wriles in his hook,
Killers of the Sea, that “because they hunt by sight,
barracudas tend to make passes at flashing objects

such as chrome or steel wrist watches or bracelels.”

11, David Baldsidge, in his definitive work entitled
Shark Ateack, reports a study using large oating
bags in which survivors at sea would await rescue; by



remgining within the bag, which floats open at the
top, a surviver would not be visible to predators
below and would not be emitting blood or human
smells into the water. The experimenters found that
the color of the bag was relatively unimpertant in
influencing shark behavior, but “reflectivity was con.
sidered 1o have been very important. . . . The inci-
dence of approaches and contact by sharks were both
found 1o rise with increasing bag reflectivity, reaching
maximum values in lests on a highly reflective bag
which had been covered externallv with a silvery foil
. .. It was recommended that colors having a high
degree of reflectivity be avoided.”

Baldridge reports another study in which dununies
were placed in life vests with different colors and
gadgetry. After ohserving the incidence of shark atlacks
on differently outhitted dunumics, the government re-
searchers concluded that “highly reflective and at-
tractive hardware such as chrome-plated carbon dioxide
inflation cylinders, buckles, and snaps normally found
on life vests should be of black non-reflective material.”
Baldridge adds that “it would appear prudent for
desipners of diving and other sguatic sportswesr (o
also take note of these recommendations,”

Jacguez and Philippe Cousteau, in The Shark,
write sboul lesting shark responses by putting 2
dummy named Arthur in the water dressed exuctly
like one of their divers. Philippe sys: “1 kept my
camera pointed gt Arthur, whose face mask was now
reflecting the sunlight in blinding rays. . . . The rays
of the sun glittering from his mask constituted a
virtual call 1o murder”

Bruce Halstead, M.D., writing in Richard Strauss’
Diving Medicine, says that “‘sharks have a prediliction
For uttacking . . . reflective objects. . . . In selecting
diving and swimming gear, it is wise to avoid . . . shiny
objects.” He adds that flashing objects also are con-
ducive 10 barracuda attacks.

From Theory to Practice

Do you dive with a shiny chrome repulator? What
about that gleaming tank wvalve? Or the buckles on
vour B.C. or weight helt? Have vou ever considered
woursell as 2 swimming advertisement for a fish fead?
Your flashing baubles and buckles are as appetizing
to the big fellows as an abalone steak smothered in
lobster sauce might be o yvou,

A first, kneederk reaction to the chrome question
was to wonder why the manufacturers continue to
permit divers to advertize their presence fo predators,
s0 we asked Tom Setta of US. Divers. Setta's answer
was simple. If U5, Divers could sell nonreflective
equipment, the company would produce i1, But divers
don’t buy i1.

It seems that a few years back US. Divers test
marketed two tepulators, one with a black oxidizad
firish and a second with a nonglare matte [inish on
chrome. Meither item would sell at all and US. Div-
ers concluded thar divars are just as attracted to
flashy diving gear as the predators they try 10 avoid.

The military was interested in the nonreflective

gear, but for different reasons, Thev required anti-
magnetic diving gear for Navy divers working with live
mines. The black oxide finish worked well. The finish
became washed oul from sunlight, which obviously
did not concern the MNavy., But sport divers, whuose
preference for faded Levi's doesn't extend to faded
regulators, wanted to continue to look sharp when
underwater and wouldn't buy the reeulators, After all,
who knows whom vou'll run into at 80 feer,

Other regulator manufacturers, such az Dacor,
watched the US. Divers efforl clozely. Shiny dwome
was far more costly to produce, and il they could
market other finishes, they could either reduce the
retail tab of their products or increase their profits—
vou puess which, When ULS. Divers silently removed
the nonshiny regulators from dive shops, ather manu-
facturers discarded their plans te switch from the
polished chrome, Some repulsiors—Poscidon, for ex
ample-use both shiny and nonshiny material, but
none have entirely removed the pelish.

The falks at Scubapre told us that “as technology
permits we are replacing some chrome parts with
plastic.” Valve knobs which weie once chrome, for
example, are now plastic. This reduces overall re-
flective surface and has the second benefit of reducing
the weight 3 diver has o carry. The weight loss for
knobs alone is inconsequential, but as other items
are changed, a pound or two might be saved.

The problem of marketing nonreflective goar as
sumes that it must be sold in competition with shiny
gear. That might not be necessary i the only gear
available were nonshiny. Then nonreflective gear might
sell just as well {unless a significant portion of divers
now replaces functioning old gear just because the
luster has been lost). However, for companies Lo agree
to produce only nonshiny gear would creste a kind
of collusion among the companics, and collusion here
might lead to collugon elsewhere, That could mean
price-fixing.

The Bottom Line
One question sl must be asked, Does reflection
really affect safety? Many experienced divers, regard.

... divers are just as atrracred ro flashy diving

gear as rhe predarors they try ro avoid.

less of the findings of researchers, think not. To some,
the nation of a shark or barracuda attacking because
of a gleaming regulator or shiny tank 15 balderdasi.
A spokesman for Dacor says this idea appears to be
ralated o the use of highly reflective lures which fisher-
men have found effective in artracting and catching
big fish. There is no data which suggests thal a diver
has been hit either by a shark or barracuda because of
the reflective metal used on his eguiprment.

We agree that the data is surely nol conclusive, and
is, in fact, very sketchy. Aside from the studies re-



potted by Baldridge, most data indicate attacks may
be associrred with shiny, reflecrive marterial, bur nin
caused by thar material. That is a very large and
comforting dilference. We could locate no specific
case in which Nashing chrome coulkd be ciled as 3 muose
of an attack,

But, don't rest easy. [ you've ever flashed your
knife at a big barracuda, watched his eve ol back-
ward as he glided past, seen him slop, lurn, aml begin
te move slowly oward you, mouth agape, you have a
pretty fiem beliel ahout what attmeted his attention.
Al that poant, you probably putl vour knife away, pre-

suming that had you continued, that harracuda, 100,
wonld have continued, amd shortly would not have
discriminated between vour knife and your forearm.
For us. that's evidence enough that shiny ohjects at
lzast arrracr predators. Bor suppose chrome 15 re-
placed. What aboul shiny faceplutes? Is non-glare
glass a possibility for faceplates” What about strobe
flashes” Are they related to atracks?

Mo one is certain. Bul what the manufacturers do
know is that divers are more interested in buying
shiny regulators than dull cnes—and, divers will con
tinue to get whal they want.

A Reminder to Resort Operators and Dive Guides:
Traveling divers deserve what they pay for.

Every dive vacation has disappoiniments. Some
can never be avouded, bul a well managed dive opera
tion will be consistently good, day by day, week by
week, scason by scason, always giving what you pay
for, and then some.

From the questionnaires divers have returped to
Undercurrenr, from letters, and from our own ex-
pericners, we've prepared o list of bad surprses which
i Imﬂ‘:ljrlg diver can encounter on a lrip {r uri!:'mm;':s
are directed to dive resort operators and guides in the
hope thal they might review Their weak zpols and
correel them Dive resorts operate under rough con-
straints imposed by their celative isolation, Thus the
management of the Decompression Inn on liny 50, Ger-
main shouldnt be compared with the Million Dollar
Dive Shop on Key Largo. At the same time, the man-
agement of the Decompression Inn shouldn't promise
what it knows it can’t deliver. Some managers adver-
tise 2 diving nirvana of soris, resulting in drowned
axpectations of divers who have dipped deep into theis
pockets lur the trip of their lifetime.

Some resoris are consistently well managed, often
because of competition close at hand. For example,
most of the lodges at Grand Cayman rate well, and for
good reason, If you don't get what vou want at Gin
Clear Inn, vou go down the road 1o the Mo Nare Hotel,
When, however, you've selected the Turbid Waters
Lodge an Quter Bannana in the Bahamas and there's
no other place o go until the bisweekly plane arrives,
yvou're at the mercy of the shop. Luckily many of the
resorls in the outer reaches are reasonably well man-
aged, bur ol the misery when you've made 2 bad
chiice.

So, to the diving entrepeeneurs on all those marvel-
ous tropical islands, we address our grievances in the
spirit of good diving. Il you make our next trip
unforgettable—because of the pleasure, not the pain
we'll he back apain. And our friends will fallow.

1. When & diver geis off the plane and arrives al
your door, he's anxious to dive; you've gotl a responsi-
bility to see that he gels in the waier, IF you're closed
certain days, you should indicate that fact in your
adverlising brochure, If you don't permit diving un the

day of arrival o1 departure, say so. If vou have agreed
ahead of lime o have dives scheduled for certain
davs, you have an obligation to perform. [T you have o
cancel a trip, help your diver find a trip with another
shop, if possble. We've had many dive shops in the
Florida Keys cancel trips after we'd arrived at the shap,
but they have also gotten on the phone and found
another boat ready to take v, If vou're the only shop
on an island, vou have a spedal obligation to be pre-
pared for diving every dav,

Remember, Il someone spends S1000 for a trip 1o
vour spa and yvou cancel a day's diving or even a single
tank dive, he'll be disappuinted, angry—and he'll re-
miember when he tells stories to hie friends.,

2. I vou advertise “unlimited diving,” you should
be providing as many tanks as a diver wanis, whenever
he wants them. 11's up to him to control when he goes
diving, not wp to your office hours. Three tanks a day
is nut unlimited diving.

3. Don't accepl reservations from divers if you don't
have enough well maintained gear to go around. If you
don't supply regulators, B.C.'s and other accessories,
mdicate zo wn your advertizing, A lady friend of ours
recently went to the Tahiti Club Med, expecting to dive
every day. When she arrived, she was abruplly informed
that the squipmeant was in short supply and that she
would not be able Lo dive. She was not permitted a
gingle dive.

4, Fill tanks to capaciry: 2250 + 100, or 2250 for
older tanks. Pumping less air to get divers oul of the
water faster is pure chicken pukey.

5. A diver ought to be permitted to stay down
until 100 pai remains. Requiring divers 1o be hack (o
the boat with 500 psi is safe, however conservative, but
the diver with the lowest air consumption should be
required to leave the waler anly when the diver with
the next-to-lowest air consumption is down to 100 psi,

We're especially annoyed by the guide who gets cold
at the end of every dive, then chatters away in front
of divers with 800 psi left, hoping they'll feel sorry
for hin and decide to leave the water sarly.

6. Some divers like 1o cover a lol of terrilory on &
single dive; others like to study areas more closely and



blend into the environment. Divers ought to have a say
in the dive plan &0 that hoth sivles can be acoommo-
dated. On two-te-theee tank trips, each tvpe of dive
could be offered. Peaple who hike (o poke along should
not have to play eatch-up wilh 2 puide who travels the
reel at the speed ol 2 speared barracuda.

7. Consider the s=pecial needs ol diving pholo-
graphers in g boal Nlled with novices, Either the gouide
should be patient with photographers who need 1o
move slowly, or elze he should let two or pore photo-
graphers do thew own thing, MNovices oughit 1o be
instructed ahemsd of time 1o point ool unique lile (o a
photographer, bul povices also ought to know they
should mot bother the photographers when they're
shooting and showldn’t Mutter aropnd pholographers’
subjects, kicking up the botlom,

K. Ar any rezort or on any boan, divers have a diverse
range ol skills and experiences. A good resort will see
that the experienced diver is challenged by hiz dives
und will net subject him 1o a series of dives dezigned
to sceommadate the newly certified or noncertified
diver. Someone who has lopged 200 dives on Jersey
wreeks does pot 1y 3000 miles (o spend lis week
piddling in 30 feel of waler becsuse hall the people
at the resort just gol cortified in an Indiana quarry and
are mow seeng the ocean for the Trst tme, “Guosh,
sweetie, it tagtes salty!™

Resorts which con meet the needs of experienced
divers ought to advertise ther policy. In fet, all resorts
opght 1o ser 3 few weeks aside during the vear when
only experienced divers gre apeepted and the only
Inps taken are onigue or challengiog, Boats such as
the Cayman Diver, the Spuit of Adventure, and the
V.. Diver can provide more than average dives con-
gistently. Captn Don's Aquavenrures in Bonaire is one
resort where experienced divers are permitled o take
responsibility for themselves and can slip away from
the crowd. IFor managers afraid of the Hahility, require
the diver on forzign soil o sign a statement of his
assumed responsibility. Many resoris are alieady doing
s,

9. When one pays 520 or more to get on a hoat Lo
go diving, one is paying for some service. No traveling
diver wanls o wrencl his back toting lanks (it's a
comman anjury) or stoopple ndividoally with heavy
geer on the high seas. Divers should have no responsi.
hility for Togding or unloadmg the boat, Guides should
stick tanks into the packs, then help divers don ther
tank. When the dive is completed, u guide should lift
the rank from the diver hefore he climbs outl of the
waler, OF course, all bouts should have ladders or plat
forma for easy exil.

10, Although evervone likes to get to and from a
dive site quickly, boats should not race over the waler
at breakneck speed-—or breakback speed, as it turned
oul Tor one woman who told us she cracked a verta-
brae on 4 specding dive boal out of Maui. Many divers
don’t know how or where to fit in a fusi-moving boat,
don't recognize the labilities of meoving around, and
need to be ald prior Lo the (rip. Many divers, particu
larly thosce over 40, aren’l sufficiently agile to balance

themselves in a bouncing boat, Cut the speed 4 couple
of knots; i will help 1o eur the vnpleasaniness and
the potential danger,

11. Sexist conmuments are out, Some guides are
humored by their own sarcasm. Most divers aren'l,
Divers like 1o lecl competent, bul some goides I!In"!l-'t‘.'l
them to feel jopcompetent. Some guides spear fish
while the tourisis watch, a good wav to cean owl
popular dive spots and 1o keep the edge on nowvices
who worty enough about sharks,

We particudarly appreciate the pode who acis ay
tour operator, telling us what we'll see, spinning varns
of his experiences below, and perhaps even recom-
mending = pood restaurant m town. He gets our return
husiness.

12, Vacation 1ime is precious Llime. No one appre-
ciates spending two hours al the picr waiting for the
guide to show, waiting for more customers, waiting
for some exlra pas, on waiting for anything which
stems fromy bad  planning and  management. Mot
dhivers unless they're natural light photographers—want
early morning departures, For many 9 aan, s the
latest, =0 they have mure daylight hours Tor more
divesor for other pursuits. Set a schedule and keep it.

Conclusion

As a local restavurateur told ws recemtly: “Why I'd
alwiys make people who come into iy place feel like
they owned it | reeated them like kings and queens,
even serving them meals they reguested that were not
on the menu. They would always leave satistied. They
would always come back.” He's right. He was 3 b
maone expensive than his competitors, but we alwaps
lefr satisfied. Mow he’s sold his bosiness, lives an the
bank interest Tvom his profil, and spends his spare
howurs divang,

FS. o resort operators and dive guides: Sure,
there's another side o the story, Thvers who den’t
know their bee cee from their pee pee descend on your
shores like suicidal lemmings. Some are loaded with
moizturzers and de-humidifers, walches and battom
timers, Farafins and frog mittens, whistles and rescue
lights amd a brand new howsed Nikon witly two strobes,
lowvariably they ask, just befwre they jump in: “Has
anyone ever been eaten by a shark o these here
waters?"”

Others tell abowt their lest certifieation card and
their dives with Al Giddings, hook up their 530 regu-
lator backwards, register shock at the sight of a vest or
submersible guuge, and then dive straight down 1o 100
fear, Mapping their arms like a pelican all the way.

Yes, you've got yvour problems, too. They deserve
1o be publithed, too. Let ug hear from you,

Correspondents located strategically in the major
diving areas of the world as well as on all coasts and
majur inland waters of the continental Uniled States,

The editers welcome comments, suggestions and
manuscripts from the readers of Undercurrent.
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