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Aquaventures, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles

Before I began writing lravel eritiques, I had taken a W1*bur of vacatlons to
epots widely zouted for superb diving. Just as I was well saiisfied more whan once
[ was more than once di;appn‘n:&d in what I found. I had nol found what I had ex-
pected, Establishing high rwlwcﬁn1 ong for any life experience can get us frouble
if we haven't done owr homework before establishing our exrectztions. Travel
articles provide g source of Information, but we musl romenber Lhey are articles,
not eritiques. They describe, not analiyze. Advertisements are simply advertise-

ments. Word of mouth iz helpful, but only if we're sure of our sources,

If our expectations remain unfulfilled after a dive vacation becausze of uncom-
monly poor weather or visisility we can only shrug our shoulders, But if we arrive
to [ind Lhe divipg has never been exciting, that the guides are disinterested or
unsafe, or that the sccommodations are unlivable or the food inedible, ocur diseppoint-
ment can turn to anger. Why, demn it, didn't we know this before we started out?
My rule, after I get whatever informetion I can, is to temper my expeclations. I
expecl a certain standard of good divirg--plenty of reef fish, nice coral and spongas,
a Tew different types of dives, and I'm delighted with nmln-.*mp more, So far it's
worked. I haven't set myself up for a let dowm.

Mow a trip to Bonaire is & diffiecult tric
atoul which to temper sxpecialions. Writers

unabashediy call it "the begt." Divers return INSIDE UNDERCURRENT

with smiles wide as & giant ¢clam. Travel An Opportunity for Bopaire
agents who kmow diving--there aren't many-- Investment .......ooieieinanss p-4
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Although there are other operationsz on the Isjland, my task was to review Agua-
ventures and the Hotel Bonaire, a Joint operation which gets all the media play., I
arrived at the Hotel at 10pm--1t's & $4 cab ride from the airport--sent my begs to
my room aftier checking in, and hcaded straight for the casinc, Singe i1 was a
diver's hotel, I would feel right at home among the players.
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The roar of the casino did not meel my expectations end my wallel is thankful.
It's an intimate 1ittle casino and with the hotel about half ‘Cull, only cone roulelie
game and a single black jack table operated, Minimum bets are $2 8o your entertain-
ment may be short-lived. There are a dozen orne-arm bandils, which In Bonaire they
are indeed. Drinks hover around a dollar. There's no préssure whalscever to ganmble;
at lesst half the patrons sat arcund only io talk.

Cne view of the crowd and I coneluded T would be diving alone. A 3001t man
whizzed through scoiches as guickly as he whizzed through a stasck of $1 chips. An
attractive, wall dressed, middie aged couple sipped rums as they watched the aetlon
from the corner. Across the way an osiriech of a fellow with spindly legs and &
bobbing adams apple chatted with several endomorphs and ectomorphs. Although four
paunchy people drunkedly yanked the handles of the bandils, drinking was mopderate.
Surely, then, no divers were present. I drank a cold Amstel--why 12 American beer
so lousy when compared loc the brews of other countries?--and headed for bed.
Tomorrow, 1'd be alone at the dive shop.

In the morning the bandy legged man had traded in his white trousers for a
bright red wet suil. Those who had carried full glasses the night before, now
carried full tanks to the waiting boat. The middle aged woman who last night
locked & socialite, today becare a diving photographer, What an incredible view
of the diving public! Indeed, diving is for everyone.

I armounced my errivel ito Bruce, one of the guides, Smiling, he Introcduced
himgelf, asked me to produce my C-cerd snd Lo read and sign 2 sheel indieating
that I knew the basic rules of diving and would iake responsibility for myself.
Since today I was the only newcomer I would not get "the articles,” a 30 minute
lecture tour which gives the rules of the house--"no decompression dives,” for
example=--but was given a small booklet to read and a quick rundown. I would be
number 48, I was told, and would use #48 1o sign up for morning or afterncon
dives, for identifying my tank, and for the bill when I left. I would stiore my
gear in box #.8 and ocould tote it to the bost or on the bus, and could even dip
the box filled with gear into the fresh water tanks, The boats are designed to
hold each diver, his box and his tenk, in his own area just large enough for
standing and dressing. When the dive was over T would leave my tank by the
compressor, it would be filled immediately and placed back in slot #4B. T was
impressed, ncl only now but throughout the stay. The system worked perfecily.
Without such organization at a dive shop which has served more than 100 divers
s day, chaos would reign.

As I was asking about the morning dive, up walked Lhe legendary Capt'n Don
the patriarch of Bonaire diving and the owner of Aquaventures. Barefuoted and
over-dressed with brief trunks and a comb tucked in the back, Lhe Capt'n intro-
duced himself, then explained that everyone takes the first dive from the beach.
It's a warmup dive which gives the newcomer a chance to become accustomed to the
waler, T wes guickly introduced to a buddy and away we went,

Is the organization of Aguaventures the obsession of a military ren: Of a
tough ousinessman? Of & savyy diver? Of a mad man? Capt'n Don is a bit of each,
plug scme. He iz indeed legendary, but to be labeled as such requires an explenation.
He usually sporis a single gold earring, from which an o-ring has been known toc dangle.
One night a weck he hosts a "show and tell” of divers movies; he Imows if you don't
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show, and he'll tell you tomorrow. Now and then he'll set up a boitle of brandy to
accompany after-dive coffee; he's been nmown to drink his from the well of his fin,
He now marks his reefs with empty elorox botiles, but it wasn't long ago that he
used inflated condoms sent by the gross by diving doctors. He wears his snorkeling
vesl under his wet suit top, with a hole cut through for the inflator. Just a Tew
years ago his only depth gauge was a red ribbten dangling from his mask. e Judged
the depth by the rate at which it lost its redness. The Capt'n claimed iz was
aceurale within five feet up to 75 feel. GSooner or later the ribbon gave way to
sun and salt water and he gave way to s rore conventional mean of determining depth,

Te some divers, Caplt'n Don's eccentricity is embodied in "The Armstrong
Opinion," displayed on the dive shor door:

"Onee a person gels certified and has some experience there becomes a
gulde/diver relationship ralher than a student/teacher relationshivp.
The guide is then felt to have a minimun responsibility for the diver's
acbion, The gulde 1s acting in an advisory capacity, should wern of
known, unobviouse hazerds, inform of loecal laws, customs, ete. But
should not be expecled to make basie go/ne go decislons where the
diver hes all facts before him/her. The ullimate decision is left up
to the diver's own good judgement,"

Ihis bit of exislential philosophy means "take responsibility for yourself.”
If you're uncomfortable diving without a guide or with an asaigned buddy, state
your discomfort. Capi'nm Don says that by cbeerwving how a diver suitis up and
handles the beach dive they develop a guick and sccurate profile. They ray
valunteer to join your dive I1f you leok a litlle shaky, but otherwise you're on
your own., That does not mean that guides Ebc, Bas or Bruce abdicate respons-
1bility for & safe trip. They're competent, observent, and in the water with you,
Buk with & dozen people on a dive, one guide won't be everywherm. The walers srae
gentle, but if you want expert company, simply ask. For the expericnced dlver,
the converse is that you will not %= conlrolled or eny dive; 1f you wish 10 spend
it at 10 feetl doing macrophectography or at 150 feet, the decisicn is yours,

At 9:30 and 2:30 two or three different irips were offered, either hy boat
or by bue for a beach dive. 1In a weck's stay onc could dive a different reef
every time. I tock a magrophotography dive in 30 feet of water at the downtown
piers; therc were excellent clese-up opportunities. One shore dive was average
but we dic¢ crosa a nice field of elkhorn coral. The surl was rough and because
the dive required a & foot leap and exit by elimbing up a rope, it was tougher
than mosl divers care to experience. This day it shouldn't have been dived,

The remainder of the beach and boat dives showed me the full beauty of un-
dervater Bonaire, It scemed as i Lhe stationary flors and fauna normally found
in 100 gguare yards had been jamcacked in 10 square yards. Coral, spongesa and
gorgonia were so thick and lush *hat the reefs became fairylands. Unlike many
other Caribbean areas where nice reefs spring out of miles of barren gand, here
the reef is cverywhere, Tn one pot, even e patch of sand becomes the key t0 a
beautiful dive. Called Powkers Lake, a petch of sand surrounded by a complex
overgrown reef in 40-50 foot visibility becomes a mystical foggy fairland which
could have been inhabited by Tolkien's kiddle Earth peaple. L was spooky and
surprisingly beautiful,

Viaibvility during my trip was d7sapoointing: 40 feet onee, 80 reet once,
and sonxewhere in-between the rest of the time, Had I only read whal I hec writtern
in the November Undercurrent--the rain inereases December to February--I might
have avoided the several days of inlermittent rain that ended Just two days be-
fore I left, Interviews with divers who had been there befgre verified a nermal
72-100 foct year-round visibility. === B =S '




The reefs were well-populated with a wide range of fish and invertebrates;

I saw jecknife figh, slonefish, basket stars, a wide variety of parrotfish, angel
and butterfly fish and what everybody said were ses snakes, but were most likely
ar eel variely sinee Cherlez 0. G, Chaplin states there are no sea snakesa in the

Atlantic (Fish Watchers Guide to Lhe Caribbean).

portions, however there sre cccasicnal dives on

cars to '-\.i"."‘.!'l';t-l.r'l.‘. in less Lame water,

el Fal

I saw no fish of sizeable pro-

the windward side for those who
There were few shells, which i3 of no con-
sequence o collectors since Capt'm Don prohibits

removing anylhing from the reef

Beneire reefs remain virgin because the government prohibits spear fishing. No

gavernnenl, however, can protect ageinst the inexperienced diver.
My sssigned
warm waters, yenked it from ite hole for a c¢los

a delicate crab with toothpiek leps.

Onee I found
buddy, on his first trip fo
look. No gooner did he get it

free than ong of the ubiquitous yellowtail snappers snapred it from his hand,
then swam circles eround us with a helf dozen legs dangling frem its mouth.

Mozt reef dives
dramatic walls you car pick your depth,
Diving from the Hotel heach is terrific,

The reef beging 60 feel from ehore, dropping
from 20 to 120 feet, where scores of garden
eels weave back and forth to the music of
the sea, ' Whavever you ere locking for in
diving, if you miss it in Boneire ii's be-
cause you didn't look.

The Hotel Boraire: HRooms are plain
and aiieq‘-.::&‘.,c:, Off season rates are $18-22
frinter it's $30-40, Whatever value iz added
to the rooms at the higher price is unclear.
By any stretch of the imegination, this is
nol a luxury holel.

Where the Hotel Bonaire failed, at
least in mid-Decerbar--wsg in the kitchen,
Breakfasts were odd; one day they couldn't
make pancakes, another they couldn't unlock
the reflrigerslor to serve eggs. DBeach har
lunches were relaxing, but rore than one
hungry diver had to order two sandwishes to
gel e wugh Lo eat, Pul, they're inexpensive,
Dinrers were & culinary dizaster, Figh had
been cooked so long I thought it to be kip-
pered. Lamb chops were dried oul and had an
anpleasant flavor. Everything was rverdnwn,
except the service (the waiters could be
found lster serving ss croupiers). The ap-
petizers were always substandard, the =soup
Just about always, end the salads were
Lasteless, The ecffee was strong and good,
ut some Americans who 1iked the dinmers,
digliked the coffee,

It'a difficult Lo prepare good food on
smell islends, but there's another reason
for the problem, The financial future of
the Hotel is up in the air and it appears
that :me.n'lgerf“'t is just getting by unti]
it is settled., Hopefully, the change will
not affect the dive shop {ame hox).

ake place in 60 feet of

woler, but gince many are along

& Omaiobtuii fon

Bonaire Investment

When in Bonaire we learned that the
Hotel Bonaire may be seeking new owner-
ship. By the time you read this article it

~ may be up for sale or, in fact, already sold.

Capt'n Don believes his operation is suf-
ficiently institutionalized to continue its fine
service regardless of location, If the hotel
management continues to decling or if new
management disproportionately empha-
sizes the casino operation, Capt'n Don may
seek other alternatives for Aquaventures.
One possibility is outright purchase of the
Hotel Bonaire. Another is to move to a dif-
ferent hotel on the island. A third is to pur-
chase nearby cottapes or an existing hotel
for the sole use of divers.

Whatever the decision, Capt'n Don is
secking investors who are themselves div-
ers. And he’s also looking for divers who
are savvy about hotel management. If you
are interested, drop a note to the good
Capt'n and let him know of your interest.
As his plans clarify you'll hear from him.
And, if you're a potential investor, indicate

_'._t_hm_m_munt of capital you may care to ven-
ture: limited (less than $5000), moderate
- ($5000 to $15,000), or substantial (more

than $15,000).
A note: whawmadtmﬂnmﬂﬂm}

~ ysis of the Hotel Bonaire or Aqunventum
- and are neither advising for nor against
investment, We have reviewed the quality -
- of diving ot Bonaire and the nature of the
~ operation run by Capt'n Bﬂth The review

npcakstariﬂ&df




Hopefully, I will affect the kitchen, The only way dinmers could be worse would
e Lo gwiteh thelr present fare to mudpies ang magples.

All is not Jost for there are palatable meals in town, a brisk walk or a
$2-3 cab ride away. I had my first cvening's meal at the Flamingc Beach Hotel
and found it much beiter than aceeptable. Everyone belicves thal from Ao
the 125 dishes at the Herg Xong Restaurant and Bar one can select s firet rate
Chinese meal. In town are another handful of eatirg establishments, whiech any-
ore who has been At the Hotel more than & few days will be able Lo recommsnd.
Or just ask Captain Don. At the hotels, dimmer runs sbout £10 plus.

Fackage Deal or Pay &s you go? To your hotel bill add 814 per person for
breakfast and dinner (MAF). Tenk, back pack and weight belts rent for £5.50
per day; guided reef trips are $4.50 each; air fills are $2.25 cach. $17 per
day for two guided dives ig downright cheap, varticularly when one considers
the low cost of additional beach dives (just the cosi of an air fill).

Package tours are -widely advertised Lo Agcavensures and the Hotel Bonaire,
but our analysis of the cost indicates that they are of no economic value whatsc-
gver tc the diver. Since you mey decide to forego a day's diving to tour the
ialand and you'll most certainly wani to eal in other establishments then forget
the package and pay for whatever you decide to do. You wen't spend any more money
and how you spend your time won't be controlled by the parameters of the vackage.,

KIM has a low fare cut of New York for $235, GIT fares mey epring um
from other cities. Aguaventures is so well suited Tor large dive groups thet
clubs intercsted in geing should negotiate with KIM snd the Hotel lor reduced
peckage rates (sec December Undercurrent).

Conclucion: 1Is Bonaire the best? let's Just say it's in the top 10%

for fine diving. It's loaded. You cen'l beat GeEpl'm Don's orgenization nor
can you expecl o Iind more diving options anywhere, Even the beach dives, day
or night, are superbk. There are plenty of divers for swapning stories and the
setting is conducive for meeting them. The dive sher staff is friendly and
helpful; they even remémber your name! As & serious diver, vou'll do yourself
& digservice if you mise Bonaire and Capi'n Ton,

Diver's Compass: Agquaventures has a well slocked darkrcom for black and
white or color processing. You can make your own colargements up to 1Ix14, ..
The water is warm but bring your wet suit top and cotton pants) you need pro-
teetion from the wide range of weird tinglies inhabiting the bottom, especially
at night; I touched something which numbed ten [ingers for five days, and ten
days later several layers of skin peeled off each fingertip ... Bonairians are
friendly, easy going, and scmelimes shy, which makes the Island a nice place to
walkabout ... if you call a cab, ask for Nick, a pleasant chap who goes out of
his way to give you a tour and the local scoop; the fare Jumps up after 10pm
but he even waived ihe increase for one acquaintance ... Because the Hotel adds
a 10% service eharge to your bill, don't tip unless you feel iruly compelled ...
Hertz delivere cars to the hotel, but if you just want to sightsee the Tour hour
$10 per person lour ic the better way to see the island ... Aquaventures equip-
ment iz well maintained and they can handle jusl about any repair preblem you
might develop ... Night dives are a highlight. Capt'n Don's lecture is worth
the price of admission: lecok for the albvino urchins or the 10,000 year old
anemones, and get underweter fagl so the cea wasps don't hunt you down; ¥ou can
leave your light et home since Farallon's easy to use flashlipght rents for $2
»+« Buropean goods sold in the Dutch Antilles are about as low as anywhere in
the Caribbean; Dutch chocolates snd cheeses ere good to lake home; some pecple
like the Bonaire sport shirts; for blue and white china collectors there's
plenty, bul check the back for seconds and "made in Japan" ... (2.0. 12/15/75)




Undercurrent Survey
on Buoyancy Compensators:

In the Seplember issue of Undereurrent we included a comprehensive gues-
tionneire o gather readers' opinions on their personal flotation devices. We
believe thal the best test of diving equipment is with divers themselves and
the resu.ts indicate thei our belisfs were well founded. Nearly 500 divers
responded, They had averaged 35 dives during the past year. Although most
were sport divers, instructors were well represented and their comments
edded substantially Lo oar findings.

This report will be devoted only to buoyancy compensators. We will dis-
cuss back pack deviees in a later artlele. We received insufficient informa-
tlon about snorkeling vests to develep velid conclusions.

Our presenlation of the data is affected by several variables., First,
many divers feiled to indicate the model of itheir BC, either because thers
was no ready means of identification or the diver overlooked the question,
In mosl eases we could determine the model, baut if in doubl we did not
inelude the data.

Second, manufacturers often modify or substitute components of their pro-
duet withoul changing the basic product or the identification of the product,
W¥e made no effort to differentiate betwcen subtle changes in models, bul gave
gome indleation of those distinetions by quoting several respondants.

Third, we degided to limit our report to the BC's of five major manufacturers:
U.5. Divers, Scutapro, Seatec, Seamco (Nemrod) and Seaguest (Fenzy). We received
insufficient data about other BC's, either because they were too new or they
had limited distribution. We do net elaim our findings to be statistically sig-
nificant, tut we do believe they represent a well founded intelligent opinion
of divers who have put their eguipmenl to the real test of constant use,
siorapge, and reuse,

Fourth, many eguipment problems can be atiributed direcily to poor main-
tenance, A numoer of divers, when indiceting a problem, also stated that they
had carefully meintained their equipment and that they cannot take the blame.
At the same time, many divers admitted teo their own failure to maintain their
gear and when that was the case we did not include those divers quotes. We
were greatly impressed wilh the verscity of the responses,

We will procecd by providing a list of ¢components divers should consider
when purchasing a BC. We will then discuss the data gathered on sach of the
five BC's, lollowing each with a 1ist or representative comments from divers
responses. We purposely have nol ineluded many positive comments about the BC's
We believe that discriminating divers can easily recognize the advantages of ary
Eiven piece of equipment and, given space considerations, decided to exclude
unnecegsary exclamalions. The comments selected provide many helpful hints in
overcowing problems., Each seclion is conoluded with our own analy ysis. Finally,
after reviewing the data we seleet a BC we think has demonstrated to be a notch
above the others upon which we have reported.

frofile of a BC; what components to consider before your next purchase

1. Lift: For normsl diving at least 25 pounds is regquired. If & diver in-
tends to carry heavy lcads--fish, cannﬁnba. 8 or anchors-<he should select a vest
with a capacity of at lesst L0 pounds,



2. Size: If you're a small person selesl a BC which doesn't extend too
far below your navel and isn't so wide as to resirict the movement of your arms
when you try to bring your hands together in front of you.

3. Bulk: Gussetied or pleated sides reduce the drag when snorkeling.

L, FHose: The diameter should be large to fagilitate exhausting your
air (the addition of & dump valve makes this requirement less imporvant). It
ghould extend from high up on the vesi, preferably at the back of the neck.
The hose should be long encugh to reach your mouth with your head tuwrned all
the way toc the side opposite the hose port, bul no longer. The mouthpisce
should be comfortable and easy to use,

5. Constiruction: Double bag construetion (nylen cuter, polyurcthane
inner) is preferable. The cuter bag should have holes for draining water,
Haavy rubber single bag congiruclion is sultable.

6. Pockels: They are not essential, but very useful.

7. OStraps: A croteh strap is essential. We prefer the strap to fasten
to the walst strap rather than to run up the divers back 1o the iop of the vest.
The potentlzl of entanglement is greater than the advantage of keeping the BC
in better position when diving. Divers tend to find wider straps more com-
fortable than narrow cnes, Because siraps are an inexpensive parl of a BC, divers
should select a BC on cther grounds and modify Lhe straps to their own liking,

8. Color: A bright color should be selected if you dive in high waves, ex-
ceagive currens or tide, or wherever heing highly risible on the surface is a con-
slderation. If shark avoidance is a significant consideration, opt for black,

9. Purge valve: It's critical and all BC's have them.

10, Mechanical Inflation: A means other than orel is a musl.

GC» cartridges: We dc not consider COz cartridges alone adequate. First,
economy minded divers are often unwilling to expend & cheap cartridge at the ex-
penge of their own sefety. Second, cartridges and firing mechanisms need constant
maintenance, which many divers in our survey indicated that they fail to perfornm,
Even if they do maintain them, there are instances of inexplicable misfirings.
Third, snegging the cord underwater can cause dangerous rapld inflation, partic-
ularly if the vest is without a dump valve, Fourth, cartridges have no value in
bucyancy contrcl. Fifth, trained divers can use air in a BC for backup breathing;
a diver cannot breath CO2. We believe, therefore, that COz cartridpges should
only be used as a backup to elther of the following two systems.

Tank infletor: We prefer Lhe inflator which eomneets to the oral mouth-
piece, not to the BC itself. Too many divers revorted unintentional Inflation when
the front of their vest strueck hard objects. Second, correcting a malfunction is
casler with a mouthpiece inflalor because you can gbserve the problem by holding
it in front of you, an impossibility with a vest conneetion. Third, some divers
ripped their BC's by catehing the vest-mounted mechanism when c¢limbing infto a
boat, Fourth, divers complained about execessive gear; a hose running parallel o
the oral inflator hose is less cbstructive than a hose running around your right
side to the vest. Finally, the autcomatic inflator adds enough weight to the head
of the oral inflator to prevent it from floating in an inaccessible position.

Pony Air Bottle: A small minority of divers prefer the pony bottle.
It provides a small auxillary alr supply whieh can be breathed through the B0
mouthpiece in an emergency. However, the clumsiness of the air bottle makes
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it difficult to climb into boats and very uncomfortabie to ride surfboards or
mats. Unintenlional inflation is possible by striking the bottle valve,

11. Dump valve: Diving with an automatie inflator and no BC dump valve is
dangerous, We've received toc many reports of inflator malfunction with the
iver unsble o exhaust the vest through the hose. The valve should be located
far up on the vest to permit the largest volume of air to escape.

The dump valve is a new BC feature first added to en Ameriean BC by U.S.
Divers. We believe that no BC with an automatic inflator should have ever been
put on the market without such & deviee, Surely new technology was not required
to ecreate a dump velve; rather it would seem that someone just didn't think of
it, which can only suggest inadequate research and development. We believe thal
the lack of a dump valve on any BC capeble of automatie inflation 1s Inexcusable.

The BC's of five major manufacturers; what the usScrs say:

Scubapro (48 respondants). Although Scubapro makes 2 BC's, our comments
are directed Lo the larger model {the cne with a 1ift of 35 1ng). (me Tourth
of the respondants had purchased it because their dive instructor recommended i,
18Z because of large 1ift capacity, and 8% because of good construction, 7% said
they had tried several others and prefierred Scabapro, and anovther "% said they
liked the esse of operation. 44% had no complaints whatscever. These who did
reported fear more anmoyances Lhan serious problems. 28% fourd the BC uncomfort-
able when snorkeling, 13% sald they had difficulty adjusting the straps, amd
104 found that the straps cut them, 9% indicated their purge valve leaked.

Comments from the Scubarro users:

The inflator hose mansges to Floal free from the vest--the velero fastansr can't
hold this anake dewn. DL M. Ottawa, Kansas,

¥ou have Lo lubricate the male end of the inflator before cach dive because Lhe
o-ring inside of the femsle connector dries out and the ceonnection will leak.
J.E.G. Southampton,Pa.

Once the Lank inflator was stuck in a full inflate position., T put a little sili-
cone on it and it has functioned properly ever since. B.D,, Cumming, GA.

The push buttons on the sutomatic inflator are placed gide-by-zide in such a way
as to be easgily confused, HNo name.

The biggest problem I have with the BC is the inflator; the clip that joins the
inflator mouthpiece with the line to the ienk is conslently popping off during
dives, I've had it checked and nothing seems to be able to really fix it. I
belicve the Seates attachmeni connector is betier but I prefar the Scubapro
mouth piece arrangement. X. 5., Cranston, H.I.

Purge maifunction due Lo valve deterioration caused by use of eilicone spray on
plastic parts. Inflator valve momentarily stuck in open position due to play of
valve plston in plastic housing, Repeated pressing of inflation button rescated
valve alter 1-2 seconds. No problems encountered efter replacing valve and using
proper lubrication procedures--reccmmended silicone fer rubber, not plasile.
E.K., Gainseville, Fal,

My buddy and I added a COz cartridge and mechanism from an old vest and It worke
beautifully. G.M., LaFlata, Md.

If



T use my vest inflator to breath on in place of an octopus rig in an emergency.
With & 1ittle practice the inflator can be used in place of a second stage of the
regulator. I have tried with a diving instructor under a controlled situaticn and
it works well, P.G., Crisfield, Md.

The quick disconnect fitting is difficult to connect, however it releamses readily.
Lining up the pin and the noteh at the same time trying to push it together is
difficult when you have 21l of the rest of your gear on. W.C., Villa Park, Ill.

The plastic inflater cracked, so I now check inside bvefore every dive. P.N.,
ManhalLan Beach, Os,

The plastic waist buckle would not stay festened so I replaced it, M.N.,
at. Louis, Mo,

¥hen the ercteh strap is adjusted properly it tends to pull very bight sc I
reclaced it with two short siraps that hook anto my cutoffs or my wet suit.
M.H., New Orleans.

Undercurrent comments on Scubaspro: Scabapro hed the highesl rate of users
who experienced no problems with their B.C., although the differcnce between Scuba-
pro and several others was not significant, Users experienced mainly inconveniences.

The mosl significanl problem was with the Seubapro automatic inflator, whichk is dif-
fieult to align, can pop off tco easily, and has a ¢onfusing button array.

Although Scubapro userz gencrally think favorably of their BC, we belicve thet
a dump valve is a must for any BC using an automatic inflator. The Scubapro EC has
none. Scubapre has no plans to add a dump valve, as we were told in a telephone
interview with a staff member, because divers complain of excess water in their BC,
and Scubapro believes that the potential leakage at the dump valve is reascn
enough not to add one, We believe that the evidence of unintentional inflation
and the subaequent inability te exhaust the BC rapidly indicates a greeter hazard.
For that reason, we must look toward BC's manufactured with a dump valve.

U.8. Divars (68 respondants): Although U.S. Divers has produced a variety
of models during the past few years, they appear to have settled on the BC I whizh,
with the automatic inflstor added, becomes the BC II. In cur dala analysia we
made every effort to report only on these models, 39% of the users said they had
experienced no problems. 16§ found the BC uncomfortable when snorkeling, 17% had
problems adjusting straps, 6% with strape cutting. 10% said the purge leaked,
17% gaid the automatic inflator had failed or broke, and 9% said their bag leaked.

Comments from the U.S5. Divers users:

The dump valve is superb, sllowing full deflaticn in leas than 3 seconds., The
dump valve lesks slightly. I also have several buddies who have the same prob-

lem. A good eleaning of the seal is a temporary cure, but after &4 or 3 dives
the leak reappesrs. D.P.L., Mineral Wells, Tex.

T have to tuck the oral inflator hose under the vest tc keep it from flcaling in
front of my face. This is not too comfortable. S.G., Deerfield Beach, Fl.

The mouthpiece to the oral hose is made of hard plastic with no sceure wey to
grasp it in the mouth. TIn cold water at the surface, inflation can be difficull,
the air supply simply escapes oul of my pursed lips. J.M., Los Angeles,

The €O inflator and the oral inflator hose separated from inner bladder. Re-
turned vest to dealer who gave me a completely new vest and inflator. Ho further
problems. Qocurred afier about €0 dives, H.G.L., Knoxville, Tenn. ]
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Tou hava to be careful when getting into 2 beat or the auto Inflator will cateh
on something and separate the bag from the metal nut laminated Lo the bag and cause
leak, but it can be easily fixed with wet sult cement. E.B., Oliphant, Pa,

Hose disconmect button in inflator housing is easily depressed by palm of hand
vhen using right hand to derress fill bution. This causes hose fitting <o dis-
connect from inflator valve just enocugh so the commection is btroken and inflator
is degetivated. 1 compensate for this problem by using my left hend to activate
inflator, which is inconvenienb. G.L.P., Mission Vielo, Ca.

Vest inflated autometically from tank pressure, causing immediate surfacing from
50 feet in aboul 3 secords. When tank inflator valve was taken back we were told
that the velve type had been recalled ond we had not been notified, J.5,, Tall-
madge, Chio.

Mechanism for inflator fell apart in my hand when pressed to stabilize buoyancy.
Relied on oral inflator hose because tank inflator hose kept glipping out of
connaction. J.M,, Frankfort, Ky.

The low pressure inflator lock spring has snapped in two twice and both times
were while diving. This allows the low pressure inflalor hose to disconnect from
the BC wvest which is no emergency but is repardless an Inconveniencc, The dealer
replaced the complete low pressure valve both times. J.B., North Piatte, Neb,

The BC 1I original model develcoped s seam leak on the bladder after one month's
use. I eould find no BC repair kits at any USD dealer from Hawail to Miami so I
patched it with wet suit plue, Next leak was at the CO» inlet to bladder. This
lpak was repaired using =n sir mebirezs repsir kilb. MNexi the plunger on the cral
inflator fell off making oral inflaticn iImpessible. Since repair partis were not
available I used a 2" wood screw to make do. The eroich strap hook has & tenden-
ey to unsnap on contact with the weight belt. The dump walve located on the right
allows too mueh water to enter the bladder further complicating vest cperations.
The final straw was the complete rip out of the CO; assembly during a Keys dive
thiz past June. The complete assenbly nulled locse from the bladder during the
ascent while loaded with a multiple camera rig. By remaining upright I was able
to make it to the boat and unload the gear. I advised USD of the problems,
returned the vest and it was replaced with a new one thal has a modified CO»
assembly, modified croteh strap end modified oral inflator. It would seer that
USD experienzed more than just one failure like mine, R.F., White Sands, kM.

The buckle cn my croteh strap on two different dives locked on to my weight belt
underwater., I have since turned the ¢lip around 180° go that the detent portion
iz facing me, That asolved ihe problem. R.B., Bellevue, Wash.

Undercurrent Comments on 11.5. Divers BC T and BC TI: On the questionnaire
many divers stated flatly thal they believe they have the best BC on the market.
Many more cited serious problems with their BC, as their comments clearly indi-
gate. The most serious problems stem from the automatic inflator. Roughly &
year ago .5, Divers redesirned the mechanism and instructed dealers to replace
it free of charge. The "Cateh 22" of course, is that a diver would have to first
experience a problem before he would seek a remedy. Testimony of the divers
quoted clesrly indicates the potential danger. We believe that the indusiry
must overhaul its reeall procedures (see Undercurrent, August 1975) and not to
do 8o can at best be labeled irresponsible.

U. S. Divers believes that the major problems have been corrected esnd so
far we have no information to the contrary. Mueh to their credit, they are
quick to replace parts and do stand behind their lifctime guarantee with a mini-
mum of hassles. AL the same time, we must questicn the merketing of such a



critical produet that experlenced sc many serious problems in its use. Those
problems should have been solved before the rush to the marketiplace,

The BC I and II have a nice comfortable feel to them, but even if the
perfeclions have been worked oul we believe that an inflator attached dircetly
to the vest has more disadvantages than advantages., We did not seleoet the US
Divers BC I and II as our test bet.

Seatec (28 respondanis). 288 of the divers buving Seatec vests did so on
recommendation of their dive shop or instructer. 20% liked *he price and 16%
liked the cuality of construction. One-third have experienced no problems; 24%
find it uncomfortable, 12¢ complained about the sirap adjustment, 12% indicated
they had a leak at their oral inflator and 12% said the hose was oo long.

Comments from Seatec Users:

The opral inflator nogse i8 lenger than T need and pets in my wey while diving.
B.3., Pacifis Grove, CA.

The oral inflator mouthpiece has edges thatl eome to & sharp poinl Lhus causing
me to ipadvertently stick myself. J.V., Lawndele, Ca.

The buckles and elamps rust deapitc very gocd maintenance including fresh water
rinse and silicone spray. R.W., Scaradale, NY.

The only problem with this vest is that it should have a larger eroteh sirap.
K.B., Valdosia, Ca,

Insufficient 1ift when T'm fully geared. If I'm withoui camerss, spearpgun,
lance, ete., 11Tt is enough to keep me corfortable. R.H., Baltie, Comm.

The oral inflator hose keeps coming loose from eommection. J.B., NYO.

The oral inflator doesn't nurge properly so you end up filling your BC partially
with water. K.K., Mt. GClemena, i,

BC fills with water and does not drain out fast enough by the drain holes. I
keep Lhe bottom unzippered which allewviamtes thiz problem, however the water
then gives me mere negative buoyancy. D.J., Rockrille, Md.

The only problem that my wife and T have with our BU's is when returning to the
boat. This BC is a double bag conatruction and if It ie not inflated before
gtarting to elimb intc Lhe beat the cuter vap is filled with water, adding un-
necessary weight in exit from water, or of filling the vest with sir is often
forgotten iIf you have to wait at the uecat when surfacing. R.L., NYC.

Undercurrent comments: Seatec user problems are best classified as annoyances
and endemic to nearly all BO's. Seatec has shortencd its hose in enswer to
many complaints. The dump valve is located a litile low on the vest =o it re-
quires leaning back and turning the right side upwards for a complete exhaust
of air. It has 40 pounds of 1ift, which should be adequate for all but the
heavily burdened. Seatee slso produces a smell BC; the 301, which we consider
inadequate for Scuba divers.

Fenzy (27) 24% of the users indicated they had purchased the Fenzy because
of ite reputetion, 11% because of a recommendation by an irstructor, and 114 be-
cause of the standard alr bottle. 41% of the users said they had experienced no
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problems. 19% belicved that the hose cught Lo be on Lhe left gide, not the
right, and 7f felt that the hose was too short, 158 found the BO uncomforiable
»hen snorkeling,

Comments from Fenzy users:
I Jike ihe feet that with an air boltle I can make an emergency ascent {rom
150" or mere and hsve some air to breath on the way up (not with C0s; botiles).
If you don't believe the craftsmanship and guaiity of material Just pick one up
and look al it, The Fenzy is heavy and made of heavy material and assembled,
not just throwm together, J.W., Lebanon, Ohio.

Bottle is not galvanized and has rusted inside and out. MW., San Francisco.

Unintentionelly inflated on 2 or 3 occasions in past 3 years when erawling
over gurwale of boat or heavily btrushed against underwater obstruction.
..., Santa Hesa, Ca.

Oral inflator is on right side and cecasionally resiricts the movement of the
gingle hose of my regulator also on the rightl side. N.B., Barlettesville, Ok,

Hordizontal position of air Lotlle makes il very difficult to climb inte rubber
dinghy from ocean, since it satehes underside. G.5., Northhampton, Ma.

Bringing up anchor and chain (weight about 75 pounds) T had insuffisient 1ift
but what the hell, nothing is perfeet., T.R.G., las Yegas, Nevada,

Undercurrent comments on Feney: Fensy vest owners are openly enthusiastic
about their BC. They form & cult or worshipers unlike that of any other BC,
Although Fenzy is gemerally perceived as the Dadillac of BC's, we believe that
the pory bottle inflator, however advantageous as a backup breathing sysiem, is
somewhat archaic, We've cited the ressons earlier. The hose does come off the
right side, which means ithat divers buying a Fenzy for the first time have to
unlearn old habils., Even with theae criilicisms, Fenzy users generally swear
by their BC and, as you can see, the users of the o'hers often swear at Lhem.

Nemrod (26 respondants). Nemrod's design is quite similar to the Fenzy,
319 of the users said they purchased the vesi because of the air bottle, although
1/3 of these said they would prefer tank infletion, but it was not aveilable when
they purchased their vest, 15% gaid they liked the large 1ift capmcity. 18% of
Lhe users had experienced rips or tears in lhe bag, 15% said their BC had inflated
unintentionally when they bumped their air hottle,

Commenls from Nemrod users:

fir £ill bottle seems to get stuek when trying to inflate vest underwater and

when extra pressure wae oxerted the bobtle broke locse. More often than not too
mich air was added. I was aware this might happen and take ears to walch ascenl,
but the potential danger of air embolism remains, For the last year I have been
uEing a Scuabapro inflator while not using the botlle once. T.D., Hazelwood, Mo,

Two things worthy of replacement on the vest are the Flastic secrew for the
bleeder valve--the lhreads sirip easiiy--and the tiny serew that prevents the
valve from unscerewing all the way off is too small and breaks extremely casily.
F.S. East Hartford, Conn.

Oral inflator hose does net stay attached io vest, K.G., NYC.



On two occasions there was B short burst of eir when the vest was to a spall ex-
tent inflated unintentionally. Omnee when climbing back inle the dive boat--the
other time when underwater end must have accidently hit ihe release valve, I
feel the vest is too bulky, not a8 neat as the Fenzy, S.B., WNYC

When folding the vest to put in & dive bag I unintentionally folded it in the
same place., This has weakened the material at these points. A.A., USMC,

The stupid air bottle on this thing doesn't have an automatic shut off which
makes il dangerous. Als0 no one fills it separately. When I got this vest no
one told me how to fill it, The little rips and tears of this thing were a sur-
prise because I am very careful, I iried to cantect the company sbout 1t and
have had no response yel., M.2Z., Crystal Lake, 111.

The open top pockets are worthleas for holding anything. H.R., Park Ridge, Ili.

Undercurrent nﬁmmeptn on Nemrcod: A large and bulky wvest, the cost wilh an
inflator hose and an air bottlé is over $200, simi‘ar to the Fenzy, and nearly
double the other BC's reviewed. The users gererally like their vest and experience
ma jor problems only with using the air bottle, and its connection with the bag.

A review of the divers' comments, including several who cormented both on the
Nemrod and the Fenzy, indicates that the Penzy is preferred to the Nemrod, The
Nemrod bottle, with push button inflaticn, is an improvement over the older type,

Other B.C,'s: Divers reported om nearly a dozen other B.C.'s on the market
but not in gufficient numbers to derive valid conclusions. These BC's were
elther new or have limited distribution. They include Healthways, Dacor, Sports-
weys, AVMF Swimmaster, and La Spirotechnique. We expect to repeat this survey
next year and look forward to reviewing the results on these or any rnew models
added to the market.

Conclusion and Recommendation: Obviously no single vest can meet the needs
of everyone. In the responses returned by divers, where one would believe his
vest had insufficilent 1ift, ancther reporting on the idenlical vest would elaim
that the 1lif't was too great for his purposes. Some divers insist on air boitles,
but most seem to prefer the automatice Inflator from the tank, Many believe that
g COy cariridge is more lhan adequate. Socme cave and wreck divers don't like
the air bottles bouncing around, while otheres want the cxtra air aupply. Obvi-
ously every diver should meet hies iIndividual needs in selecting a BC. Using
the items we cutlined early in this report should be an aid in thal selection.
For the uncertain, we have our choice,

Before indicaling our selection, we are toc call attention to the Enthu-
slaemw and revercnce displayed by Fenzy owners, Fer the most part that loyalty
iz justified, although there is a faddish element to the Fenzy just as there
is to any product which is the most expensive of an entire line. The cost of
the most BC's at $100 plus (with inflator) is curicus--respondant Herb Under-
dahl of Sherwood, Oregon, points cut the cost is deuble that of a lwo perscn
inflatable life raft. Al over $200 the Fenzy indeed representa a substantial
investment. And without a dumr valve, use of the Fenzy represents votential
trouble,

Our choice for the time being is the Seatec BO=V. We believe it is
the most complete of the vesis reviewed and divers have reported that it has
withetood their usage as well or better as any other model. In owr opinion, it
should be purchased with the automatic inflator attached to the mouthpiece, not
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directly to the wvest., Thet inflaler can be purchased separately and added to
any other large hose BC on the markedi .,

A final nete: Manulseturers should provide more specific wrilten informa-
ticn about the use and maintenance of their BO's when the producl is purchased,
Dive shops should provide explicit instruztion about the use of any autcmatic
inflating device since few students have had adeguate imstruction. Surely many
problens seem to e cauged, or at lenst contributed to, by the diver himself and
his lack of knowledge., Yet, manufacturers and dive shope must at the time of
sale do betler ic inform divers of Lhe preblems and emergencies they may experi-
ence with thelir new equipment. Divers heve but one life, When it's loat thers's
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no cause io quibble over where the blaim lies,

We're all in this together.

Selling Your Photos and Photo Essays

Lo you have photographs of dolphins meeting
divers underwater? Or dolphins leaping through the
ocean’s surface? How about simple yet dramatic
photos of underwaler animals working in symbiotic
relationships: cleaner fish or shrimp at work or rela-
tionships established through immunity or parasit-
ism? I so, there's a bright and effervescent young
busincsswoman who wants o see theny She has
market for you,

Jill Fairchild, diver, photographer and business-
woman, owns and operates The Sea Libvery, o firm
which specializes in cultivating the world-wide
market for ocean photography and for representing
underwater photographers and the sale of their
photographs. According to Ms, Fairchild, The Sea
Library hag from 50,000 to 75,000 photos on file,
cach vear sells hundreds to a varicty of users through-
out the United States and Europe, and has so far
done business in 110 countries. The National Geo-
graphiv, Skin Diver, Natvral History, and L5, News
and World Report are clients who have purchased
photographs from The Sea Library.

The market for ocean photography is mushroom-
ing. Publishers of cnterluinment journals, science
publications, children's books, and educational film
strips are examples of frequent users. Ms. Fairchild
says that her clients are “looking for the ambience
of the underwater world —why people dive, what
takes place when they're underwater—the entire
experience,” Although exceplional individual photos
may find u buyer, the best bet is in photographic
sequences portraying the behavior of underwarer
creatures or describing specific expeditions and
journeys.

Sules price varies according te the user. Although
producers of educational film strips may pay only
50 for a single slide, the fee for inside shots in
magazines may run 3125 and cover photos may
bring $300. Advertising firms may even pay more.
So far the highest price ever paid for a single photo
was 5600! Ms. Fairchild said that there are no regis-

Let the Sea Library do your legwork

tration fees or hidden costs for the photographer.
Sea Librory works on a flat commission hasis: S05:
of each sale.

Certainly your photos must be of the best guality
if Yo cxpoect Sevt I.:'f)rnr}l o handle them, Each will
be reviewed with a high-powered magnifying glass
(called a “leop™ by thuse in the trade) and you can
expect immediate rejection of those with soft or fuzzy
images or scratches, She prefers a portfolio of 200
transparencics or more—"if thev're accepled you
should be able 1o scll something”— accompanicd by
a numerical list of the shides (don't forget to mark
the nwmber on the slide too) and a brief notation
ta identify cach. After Seq Library reviews them.
they will return the rejected slides with a copy of
your list indicating the shdes they have selected
for the library, Although they would hope to be the
exclusive representative of your work, you may have
your originals returned if you so request.

Any time vour work is published, you'll be cred-
ited as the photographer. You'll also be placed on a
mailing list 1o reccive descriptions of shots for which
they already have a buyer but do not have the photos.

Jill Fairchild calls her enterprise “a business with
i cause,” She sad she likes “w think that P've been
very influential in changing the tide of concern of
the oceans.™ She's worked with bundreds of poten-
tial clients to persuade them to publish stories ubout
the ovean and its life. In the two years since she's
been in business she believes that “they are using
many times more photographs now than cver before.™

It you believe your portfolio would interest the
Sea Librury and iis clients, bundle it up with a typed
roster and send it to: Jill Fairchild, The Sea Library,
$301 W. Wuring, Los Angeles, Ca. 90069, Allow
2-4 weeks for review. Although in January Ms. Fair-
child herself will be oft hlming the humpback whale
in the Maui Channel, she has a staff on hand ta handle
the review. One note of caution; Seq Library works
hard 10 markel its photos, bul don’t excepl aver-
night success. For any photographer, it's pood advice



o cxpect nothing s that you'll Be satisfied with
any results,

P.S. For those with movie footage there's a spe-
cial market s write (o explain what you have, 10

you're o photojournalist, write to suggest en ertick
before taking a trip or silting down al your lype-
writer. If it"s worlh wour time, the Sea Library will
It you know.,

$100 Worth of Jacques Costeau: 7ake a free look at a free book

If one were attempting 1o market a product vaguely
connecied Lo the oeean, the use of the name “Jacques
Costean” would seem to be a sure-fire method 1o
cultivate the market. Coslgau books are hest sellers.
His documentaries attract millions of TV viewers.
Surcly U.S. Divers has benefited by publicizing Cos-
teau's role as Chairman of the Board. Even school
children sport writing pads signed by him. Yel, when
Commander Costeau asks us to spring for 5100 to
purchase a 20 volume sct of encyclopedias entitled
The Cuean World of Jacgues Costean. we might
be expected to balk. After all, $100 is guite an invest-
ment, even in the worldly wisdom of our aging hero.

Well, we invested, You might be interested in
what we found.

Each 144 page volume is more than hall filled
with photes which are properly related wo the text.
Photographic quality is high, although not spectacu-
lar, A few you will have seen before. MNearly every
photographer who has ever wound o roll of film
inte a Nikonos has at least one photo among the
2HE0 pages: Ron and Valeric Taylor, Carl Roessler,
Tim and Cathy Church, Jack McKenney, Puul Tzi-
moulis, Bab Hollis, Fred M. Roberts, the full range
of Costean camerapeople, and the stalf of every
gavernment agency.

A few familiar Jacques Costeau stories appear
from other publications—the problem solving oclo-
pus amd the tethered dummy being attacked by a
shark are two. Yet, just as the photos are eclectic so
is the text. The publishers have wisely avoided simple
reboteling of vintape Unsrean,

Within the scries some repetition appears. More
than once you will learn about how the sea cucumber
spews forth its guts to distract a predator or how
an otter feasts while resting on its back. The repeti-
tion, however, is notl a function of poor cditing, but
rather a result of the organization of the material.
The encyclopedia is sor organized alphabetically.
Instead, each volume is a major topic: Quest for
Food, Attack and Defense. Man Reenters the Sea,
Invisible Messages, amd Mammals of the Sea. lo
nam¢ a few, Such organization is frustrating for one
i search of infurmation on a certain species; infor
mation on the sea urchin appears in 14 of the 20
volunes,

On the other hand, cach volume may be read as
a single book, not as a compilation of unrelated
facts. Aside from the common topics listed above,
nonslundard material is found in the volume edumer
ating legends of the sea, the volume devoted Lo polar

regions, the one on sea life at varyving depths, or
another on coral and coral reefs, The concluding
volume provides an index, glossary, scientific clussi-
fication of =zeq life, a section about treating poison
and venom from marine life, and a host of other
date. Although most topics arc necessarily treated
superficially, it's difficult o imagine any oversights.

Should You Own a Sel?

For children from 10 through high school, the
encyclopedia would provide a marvelous library
addition. There's plenty of good reading and
research material and a Jot of cncouragement for
further understanding of the ocean world. Since the
books are designed for a family avdience, they are
of little value to any serious rescurch effort, cven
though filled with substantial scientific data about a
great range of creatures,

or the diver who's an avid ocean bull, collecting
volumes on every aspect of the sea, the eneyclopedia
is interesting and easy reading, vet remains a luxury,
Surely it packs u werlth of Tuscinating information.
Did you know triggerfish pick up sca urchins by
grasping the longest spine in their teeth, raise and
drop them, hoping they land upside down to expose
their vulnerable underside? Or that sea lions hite
off the propulsive fins of occan sunfish, then swre
them alive but helpless on the ocean Moeor as a food
reserve? Though much of the information can be
foumd clsewhere—the Encyelopedia Britannica still
remaing the best souree for sheer encvelopedic facts

Costeau’s volumes cover the water front and the
water, I yvou were to read and remember the con-
tents of cach volume, vou would bBe the forcmaost
expert on the underwater world at any gathering. 1f
you provide slide shows [or your neighbors, there’ll
B information here about cvervihing in vour col-
lection and plenty of trivia to wow any audience.
[ndeed, for these purposes the books are loaded.

Judge for Yoursel

If you believe you can take a look at the first
volume without unwittingly being drawn into the
$100 deal, write to the Ocean World of Tocquex
Costeau (Sherman Turnpike, Danbury, Conn,
06816) and ask for an order blank to permit you to
be enrolled as a subscriber and to receive the first
volume free of charge. That's a standing offer with
the encyclopedia and we praved its validity by sub-
scribing and canceling twice. Our cancelations were
accepted without questions and we were permitted
1o keep the first volume,



Ohasis in Space, the firsl volume, is surely net the
best in the series so provides you a Tair picture of
whal to expect from future volumes. 1T you decide
to discontinue vour subseription, simply inform the
publisher. Volume H and Volume 111 arrive six weeks
apari—assuming you have paid your bills—and the
next seventecn arrive all al once with 2 payment
book for seventeen monthly installments. Each book
costs $4.98 plus a 6%¢ service charge; the wwlal cost

casts 54,98 plus a 69¢ service charge; the total cost
is roughly $108.

Should you remain a subscriber, there’s plenty of
easy reading ahead belween dive trips. And when
vou tell your buddics that the migrating spiny lobster
of the Caribbean forms single file quarter-mile lines
af mare than 1O} lobsters and marches for weeks
at 4 time vou'll either be a genius or a jerk. It depends
upon how bright your buddies are,

Free Flow

Hugl Hefner. it's about time! The keeper of the
hutch is negotiuting with a very fine underwater pho-
tographer oul of Rochester to shoot a 1976 Plavmate
centerfold. Hef, unfortunately, wants it shat in 2
swimming pool—we could think of all kinds of sca-
life he wants the model to avoid, but we censor our
own stull—Dbut much w0 our photographer friend’s
liking Hel wants 200 transparencies to select from!
Grapevine has it the photographer doesn’t have 10
wear 2 owet suil, but Hel will hold the key to his BC
straps until the shoating’s over,

From MNew York, Jool Biblowiles wrolg 1o iy that
he had the same experience with Lahaina’s Central
Pacific Divers as we had. Terrific. We're pleased 10
know when we're on target, and wanl to hear when
we're nol. Review us as we review them becausc
we write for you not for them.

That big Underwater Exposition in Miami looked
somewhat like a boy scout convenlion. It Tacked
class. Most booths lacked flourish, Entertainment
wias a few movies. Spectators stayed away in droves,
Though no onc was talking. if 20% of the expected
50,000 showed, we'd be surprised. . ‘lwas a borc,
my buddy, "twas a hore...

However, we did learn thot Miami and the Keys
are without a decompression chamber. That is, they
have raised the money for the chamhber bui now need
io raise the fonds for a compressor to opernte the

chamber. The Florida Underwater Council is work-
ing hard fo raise the several thousand needed and
since it's likely thal yvou'll be down there to dive in
the next few years you can send vour tax deductible
centribufion {e the Florida Underwater Council,
1408 5.F. Bayshore (#1201}, Miami, Florida. Even
if vou don’t send your check, you can use the cham-
ber §f you need it, however, we do have word from
the deep thal Davy Jones never bends anvone who
coniributes. Now thai's worth a ten spot, Isn’t if?

Although lerry Greenbere, photographer extraor-
dinairc, isn't going 1o shoot Hels lady, he's putting
together a new waterproof book on Caribbean under-
water life, and he's including coral identificalion, an
oversipht of too many others. His wife is capably
handling the drawings . . .

An incredible book! Blue Meridian: The Searcir
for the Grear Witire Shark, Peter Mathicssen writes
about expeditions scarching for the legendary crea-
ture. He's a writer of such skill, understanding and
passion that his book rates with any novel Narra-
tives of diving trips are ofien such bores that one
wonders why they're ever published. Mathiessen's
buok v so owell written that one wonders why {1 has
nol been at the top of the best seller list. It's replete
with data for divers, with adventure that we have all
experienced, and with adventures that we hope never
to expericnee. 1U's grabbing, gripping and beautiful,
Best of all, it's one up on the actual pursuit of the
preat while, you can experience it withou having 1o
leave your bathiub, $1.75 from the New American
Library, PO Box 999, Bergenficld, N.J. 0761 |

Got $65,0007 A group of professional divers have
salvage plans to plunk out $13 million from a sunken
liner, but they need your cash to get under way. If
vou're well-heeled and wish to learn more, drop 2
node 1o Undercurrent and we'll make the conncction
for you,

Correspondents Toeated stategically in the major diving areas of the world as well
as on all coasts and major inland waters of the continental U5,
The editors welcame comments, sugpestiony and manuseripis from the readers of Undercurrent.
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