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anywhere the water is warm including dozens of carib sites and indonessia and palau. 
Airport:  providenciales. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  no currents. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]appropriate bottom time. dives were as long as an hour. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]the msin problem was previous little to photograph. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]so the dive operation itself is much improved from last year.

enthusiastic and capable people on the boat trying to please. treated divers like adults and didn't hover over
divers.  rental equopment was good quality. the boat about average for the number of divers. snacks
reasonably poor. camera tank barely adequate [and inadequate] if several people had brought cameras.

the main problem is the reefs have deteriorated. much of the coral is rubble with an understandable
diminishing of reef fishes. few schools, fewer interesting fish. the diving was significantly WORSE than
bonaire borbados and st croix which were recently visited.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Up close and personal with nurse sharks in the Turks and Caicos" 
Aggressor Fleet, Sep 2024 (Rpt #13107 , Photos) by Denis Collins (Email author), NY, US. 
Reviewer 3 reports filed and 4 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
all over the Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, Galapagos, Red Sea and Indonesia.. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
there are alot of flights there.  . 

----- Ratings ----- 
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Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  . Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
In August the Aggressor live-aboard company gave me a discount that was available on a number of their
boats. I used it the last week of August on the Turks and Caicos Aggressor II. I had a great time.  Getting
there was easy.  There are a lot of flights, especially from New York where I live.  Aggressor arranges for a
cab to take you on the short trip from the airport to the boat.  To my great surprise, out of 18 possible guests,
there were only three of us.  I wasn’t quite sure why, as the staff said they had a number of people booked
for the following week. Anyway, we most certainly had personalized service.

In addition to 7 staff that were part of the boat, there were two additional Aggressor employees. One was
the Aggressor operations manager, a nice fellow named Jay. The other was Rob, a dive pro on the BVI
Aggressor, who was on a week’s vacation.  The two other guests besides myself were a very nice couple
from Georgia.

Not having many people on the boat meant that I could get my own room. Quarters on a boat are always a
bit tight so this was definitely an added bonus.  We had a few firsts that week on the boat. The captain for
the week was Jason Flowers and the assistant captain was Jim Clark.  This was actually Flowers first week
as full captain.  Jim used to be the captain, but he was moving to a larger boat in the Aggressor fleet.  He
stayed on the Turks boat to transition to Flowers.  

It was also the first week for the chef, a guy from Mexico named Eric.  This can always be a bit worrying,
as there was no other place to go for food if it turned out that Eric was having a tough time of it. Thankfully,
that wasn’t the case. The food was very good throughout the week, and Eric was a great guy.

The boat seemed to be in very good condition and all the staff on it were excellent. Very knowledgeable and
helpful.  The only issue I had was a leak in several tanks due to O-ring or valve problems.  The issues were
sorted out right away.  

The diving was very good. I’ve dove the Turks and Caicos at least four or five times before so I’m quite
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familiar with the conditions.  I would say that visibility was not as good as normal with normal being
around 70 or 80 feet, sometimes less or more. At times during this week we had 40 or 50 foot visibility,
with sometimes being better. Even though Turks hadn’t been hit directly by the recent hurricanes, there was
a lot of sand that had been moved around on the bottom, so I would imagine they had increased surge which
affected visibility.

The fish life we saw during the week was pretty good.  You had the usual type of Caribbean fish. Some
notables were short nose batfish, several larger spider crabs hiding in some rocks, garden eels, and gobies
poking their heads out of the sand, a peacock flounder, flying Gunard and lots of nurse sharks and reef
sharks during the day and at night. On one of the dives, we even saw some dolphins maybe 20 feet below us
for a minute or so.  That was a first for a number of people.  

The highlight of the week, though, were the night dives. Due to good weather, we were able to get to French
Cay. During the night dives there, they were about 20 or more nurse sharks and some reef shocks who were
feeding. Some of them were quite big, maybe 9 or 10 feet.  The nurse sharks would push their heads under
coral trying to get at fish. They would suck the sand in through their mouth and pump it out their gills to get
closer to the fish. If they happened to get one, it was, of course, a free-for-all as to who would eat it.

While we were watching all of the sharks, Jim, the assistant captain for the boat, laid down motionless on
the sand, similar to what some sharks were doing. Several nurse shocks swam over and went nose to nose
with him. It was really interesting. Jim, it turned out, was also a marine biologist (in addition to being a boat
captain and dive pro).  He theorized later that perhaps the nurse sharks were doing that with him because
they saw other sharks going nose to nose with each other.  Anyway, it was quite interesting.

On one night dive there was this 3 or 4 foot barracuda who hung out only a few inches from the dive ladder.
 if you looked at it, as all of us did, it seemed like it was waiting for the next diver to come up the ladder so
to get a quick bite for dinner. Since barracudas are quite shy, at least in my experience, that most certainly
was not the case. We were thinking that perhaps the barracuda was using the back of the boat as camouflage
so it could wait for some unsuspecting fish to come close and eat it.  It was a great way to end the dive.    

All in all, another good week of diving.  

------------------------------------
"GOOD CREW AND BOAT DRIVER, TOUGH WEATHER" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, May 2024 (Rpt #12959) by LEWIS P WARREN JR 
(Email author), NC, US.  Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
all carib, GBR, palau, fiji, hawaii, NC, fla keys. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
CLT TO PLS. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  windy, cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
WE had really tough weather with 25kt wind, no sun and less than 80 water....i am always cold but most of
the guests also expressed being cold....our dive crew was excellent, and out boat driver, unlike many
(apparently from reports) knew where to  go, how to get there and what to do with the boat..food was
plentiful, not great for someone who does not eat meat.....actually the first time i have lost weight on a live
aboard boat, but did not come to eat..my only really complaint is almost trivial....never had a dry towel
except after the first morning dive..if no wind or sunshine or warm water, a damp towel not a big
deal..should be easily fixed, but i am not sure why it is done the way that the crew do it

�

diving really good, not great, but lots of sharks, turtles, etc....the coral is in bad shape, but better than other
carib locations, probably because the diving is deeper

�

if you want to do  turks on board, this is a good choice

------------------------------------
"Underwhelming liveaboard trip" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II in West Caicos , May 2024 (Rpt #13124) 
by Hugh Hyman (Email author), SC, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Jamaica, Red Sea, Great Barrier Reef, Bora Bora, Turks and Cacaos, Saba, St Kitt's,. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
Normal Caribbean travel . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  rainy. Seas:  currents. Water:  81 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
25 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Camera area exposed to the weather.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We had high hopes for our trip aboard the Turks and Caicos Explorer II, but it didn’t quite live up to
expectations. Many of the dive sites were underwhelming, with visibility surprisingly poor for the
Caribbean. Often, it was limited to about 50 feet, and at times, we couldn’t even spot the boat unless it was
directly above us. While weather conditions can’t be controlled, the dive site selection left something to be
desired. Our first dive near Turks was somewhat promising, with decent marine life and slightly better
visibility. Unfortunately, things went downhill once we reached West Caicos—visibility dropped further,
and larger marine life was scarce. Though we saw a few bigger creatures, the overall experience didn’t
measure up to other liveaboard trips, even within the same fleet. We’d heard a hurricane might have
affected the sites, but if that’s the case, the crew could have easily chosen alternative locations rather than
staying within such a short distance of each other, seemingly to save on fuel.

�

As for the boat, it’s seen better days. The wear and tear were obvious, with various areas needing repair. It’s
understandable for an older boat to require constant upkeep, but it did feel like some things had been left
unattended for too long. Our room was typical of liveaboards in size, bedding and such was not attended to
like past liveaboard experiences. 

�

The food onboard was plentiful, and generally good, though some of the meals felt overly gourmet for a
dive boat at least for us. Dishes like couscous and spinach-carrot soup weren’t exactly what we were
craving after a long day of diving. Admittedly some guests seemed to enjoy the variety, we would have
preferred heartier, more familiar options like vegetable soup, baked chicken, or or even tacos. Thankfully,
by the end of the trip, the menu did shift to more comforting fare.

�

The dive deck was functional, though not perfect. The camera area was partly exposed to rain, and the
charging station under the dive table wasn’t very convenient. We ended up using the indoor charging
stations instead.
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�

One major downside was the extra costs at the end. While we were aware there’d be some additional
charges, each of us ended up with around $800 in fees for fuel, taxes, park access, and tips. Payment
processing felt outdated—credit card details were written down by hand, which didn’t seem very secure.
Even though they had Skylink-type internet onboard, it wasn’t used for online payments, which would have
been a much more secure and streamlined option. Offering internet access for passengers, even for a fee,
would have also been appreciated.

�

The crew was competent, but there wasn’t anyone who made the experience stand out. Having logged over
500 dives, we’ve seen what excellent dive masters bring to a trip, and the team on this boat didn’t quite hit
that mark. Some barely engaged with the guests.

�

All in all, we won’t be rushing back to Turks and Caicos for diving anytime soon. There are far better places
to get your money’s worth.

------------------------------------
"A descent trip/boat" 

Turks & Caicos Aggressor II, Nov 2024 (Rpt #13211 , Photos) by Lee H Rose (Email author),
 CA, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Catalina Island, Channel Islands (CA), Hawaii, Tahiti, Florida Keys, Belize, Cayman Islands, St. Thomas,
BVI. 
Airport:  Providenciales (PLS). Getting There:  
LAX > CLT > PLS. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  83 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  30 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Requested limits 110ft, no reverse profiles. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
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UWP Comments:  
Aggressors are very good for UWP.  Large camera table.  Easy power charging access.  Nice sized rinse
tank.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my 3rd Aggressor trip, but not my favorite.  Picked Turks/Caicos to connect with work friend who
retired there.  I hadn't been to Providenciales for over 25 years.  The build-up on the island was incredible.  I
used the FastTrack service to breeze through Customs/Immigration.  Well worth it.  Stayed a night on Provo
at Ports Of Call Resort to make the connection with my friend.  A nice hotel with descent accommodations,
although the accounting department left quite a bit to be desired.  I was double billed for a 2nd stay that I
cancelled.  Well-appointed rooms with lots of space .  A B-flat continental breakfast was available in the
mornings.

�

Arrived at the Aggressor dock in Turtle Cove Marina on Saturday around noon.  Too early to board but had
a nice relaxing hang and lunch at Shark Bite restaurant in the marina.  Boarding started at 4pm and was
greeted by staff who were very helpful in getting dive and camera gear onboard and settled.

�

Got the usual welcome and briefings by captain and crew.  Turns out the channel leading out of the marina
is tight and shallow requiring us to stay until mid-day Sunday for daylight plus the right tides.  Had dinner
onboard and a quite night in port.

�

We had a 1/2 full boats and although I pad the single supplement, several others ended up with single rooms
anyway.  Accommodations on Aggressors are comfortable and efficient.  There is room for luggage storage
under the bunks but I don't recall being asked to store my dive bag in my cabin before this trip. They are
now providing eco/reef friendly shampoo, conditioner and body wash in the cabin and deck showers.

�

Camera table is spacious and there are plenty of outlets underneath for charging.  There is a charge station
in the lounge as well.  We were asked to not leave anything plugged in and charging in our cabins.  Wet
lockers at each dive station are spacious as well. Night safety watch was described and staff person
identified.  Safety briefing was conducted with muster stations identified.  Various alarms were described
and defined.

�

Sunday's departure lead us out into Grace Bay for the "Check Out Dive".  Visibility was marginal and there
was some weather and chop.  Dive went well but . . Here's my rub;  I had some back surgery a few years
ago.  Trained specifically for the dive and felt good about my abilities.  Climbing back onboard, the swells
just moved me in a way that tweaked my back.  No too serious but very much enough to get my attention. 
From that point on I did the "disabled" thing of having the crew bring my gear down to the dive deck where
I put my BC on seated on the edge of the dive deck.  Did forward rolls off the deck for entry.   On return, I
removed my weight pockets, then BC, then fins and handed them up before re-boarding.  The crew carried
my bc back to the fill station.  The dive crew were always of good cheer in helping me.
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�

The diving was pretty good all week.  Weather held nicely.  The dive sites were varied and generally in
good health.  Conservation and reef protection were emphasized.  Some of the dive guides were better than
others.  Some good at finding little critters and others good at supervising and guiding the group.  One guide
was a bit obsessed with getting footage for the "Aggressor video" that they sell.

�

Food onboard this boat was bit underwhelming.  The chef was very keen on interesting menu items and
combinations but things like a simple pasta with Bolognese were bland.  The food quality was just OK.  
There are always plenty of snacks and fruit available.  Overall I thought that the food on both my other
Aggressor trips was better, (Belize & Cayman)

�

Due to weather, then end of the trip required us to dock at a different marina on the south side of
Providenciales.  This again required a specific time for entry due to daylight and tides.  As is normal for
Aggressor trips the Friday night dinner is on us, not provided.  This marina had one restaurant and they
closed early so we needed to select items and have it called in in advance.

�

Check out and debarked at 8:00 am on Saturday morning.  The crew offered to arrange transport, including
arranging stops in the Grace Bay tourist area for those with later flights.  I used FastTrack for departure as
my local friend had said that Saturday Customs/Immigration can be busy.  Turns out it wasn't.  The airport
was crowded and bustling.  There is one private lounge and access is $90.00.  Steep for a small lounge with
a bit of hot food, coffee, liquor and Wifi.

�

All in all this trip has neither pushed me toward nor away from doing another Aggressor dive trip.

------------------------------------

The Continental USA (23 Reports)

The Continental USA Diving Overview: 
California's coastal waters can be divided into two distinct regions. North of Pt. Conception (a hundred-mile
drive from L.A.), temperatures drop into around 50°F (10°C) below the thermocline, visibility ranges
from 10 to 60ft (3-18m), and animals closely resemble those of Puget Sound and British Columbia. Shore
diving in this region requires surf entry, and each year unskilled divers are killed trying to enter or exit.
Abalone, which are growing scarce, may be collected only by free divers . . . South of Pt. Conception,
surface temperatures may reach around 70°F (22°C) in summer, though temperatures below the
thermocline remain only a little more than 50°F (10°C) year-round with visibility ranging from 20-100ft
(6-30m). Animals and plants in this region resemble those in northern Mexico. There's beautiful kelp and
good fish life around the Channel Islands, which are accessible by boat from Santa Barbara and Los
Angeles . . . The best time of year for diving is in late summer or early fall when plankton blooms cease and
winter storms have yet to begin . . . A 7mm wetsuit and hood or a drysuit is needed everywhere in
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