2025 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 80 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
75 to 150 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Standard no deco limits.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. lor 2. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: YAk Tropical Fish: & ¥ Small Critters: & ¥
LargeFish: %l A L arge Pelagics. i
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's. W%k  Subject Matter: %%k  Boat Facilities: N/A
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
fantastic clear water and great light make for good pictures.
----- Overall Comments -----
| was the only diver there (tourism overall was down in February due to the conflict in Israel - honestly it's
not having any repercussionsin Egypt except lower tourist numbers!), so had personal attention from the
staff & divemaster. Because we werein Egypt for along trip, | decided to just use rental gear except for my
computer. They spent the time getting meinto really good quality, good condition gear that fit me properly.
Then Joe & | piled into atruck and headed off for the dive site. A very rocky beach entry (had | known |
probably would've brought my very sturdy rock dive booties) which was tough on the balance, but once we
were in the water the diving was absolutely fantastic. Super clear water, LOTS of fish and critters, Joe
(Y usef) spent time ensuring that | saw everything, and he was careful to keep an eye on my air supply. |
dove with them for only two days, and wished | could have stayed longer. I'll definitely be back! The hotel
was basic but clean (don't get the corner room, it'sjust too small - luckily they weren't full and let us
switch). The restaurant's breakfast wasn't great, but it was adequate. The lunches and dinners though were
FANTASTIC. And you can order at the restaurant and they'll bring it to your room when it's ready so you
can veg out and eat in your room - the food arrives piping hot. The staff were all super friendly and helpful.
We loved Dahab. Much more than Sharm El Sheik.

Liveaboards

"Terrible experience on the Aggressor Il, North Sea"
Aggressor Il in North Red Sea, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12962 , Phatos) has 2 Helpful Votes
by Carly M Bradley (Email author), CA, US. and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Honduran Islands, Cozumel, Monterey, Fiji, Belize, Philippines, IslaMujeres, St Lucia, Curacao, Florida,
Cayman Islands, BV, North and South Red Sea..
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
SFO to Istanbul to Cairo to Hurghada.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 634/720


https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/AggressorII_NorthRedSea_report_12962.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/AggressorII_NorthRedSea_report_12962.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=12962
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----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners Wk ¥  Valuefor $$: ¥  Dive Operation: %
Accommodations: ¥  Food: ¥  Serviceand Attitude: Jrir &
Environmental Sensitivity: %% %  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: choppy, currents. Water: 78to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 5 mm. Visibility:
50 to 60 Feset.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
60 min max dive, optional guided or non guided..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. None. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters. Wi ¥
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics %k %

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities; %% %  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

The quality of the ship, the Aggressor 11, was nothing like in the photos provided to us ahead of time. We
brought a group of 22 on this boat. No one had the extreme problems that we experienced, but everyone was
quite disappointed in the ship compared to the photos online.

We had sewage leaking into our bed almost every day we stayed, the sheets felt like sandpaper with the
pilling, and everything in general was incredibly worn out and in need of maintenance. Everything on the
boat was very worn and ran down. One of the inflatable boats had the entire hull pop off during use, and the
other one, the motor fell off during use. | should have taken many more photos than | did, but my goal was
not about writing areview at the time, | was just focused on surviving the trip and trying to find some
enjoyment. Honestly, | was alittle bit in shock of the situation and very embarrassed.

The leaking sewage was reported to the staff, who put atowel on the bed, but were not able to stop the leak.
They tried amini repair severa times, but tape is not afix and not much could be done until the ship
returned to drydock.

Every customer that stayed with us on the first week was incredibly disappointed in the ship. Everyone
commented that the photos were nothing like how the ship looks today, and how militant Instructor Ahmed
was. This ship is advertised as 5-star, but in our opinion is 3-star, at best, and that would be generous.

Dive Instructor Ahmed ran the ship and the dives like we were in the military. Never have we experienced

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 635/720
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someone like that leading dives. Several daysinto the trip, we addressed this with him and from then on out,
Kimo was the main interaction. Kimo was great, as was the rest of the staff. The chef did agreat job with
the food, considering the options they have available in that country. We did consider the food to be low
quality, such as white breads, little to no fresh vegetables, and lots of prepackaged junk food.

Additional note would be "helping” guests with their wetsuits. The staff on the deck was incredibly
aggressive with female guests in particular. Some of the older women appreciated the help, but | found
myself literally hiding in the corner with my partner blocking the "helpers®. | found it overly aggressive and
disrespectful, and | was glad we did not have any really young girls on the trip with us. | tried telling them
that | did not want the help, but they did not understand English at al or just ignored it. They would literally
grab me as | walked past and rip my zipper down on my wetsuit. | was very uncomfortable and did not feel
safe on the vessel.

In the end, it took upper management over 5 months to respond to my letters to them, and it was only after
and online media post that they finally responded. They gave us $250 off our next trip, which unfortunately
is aready scheduled with one of their vesselsin the Maldives. | feel they should have given us a 100%
refund on the room we ended up in for the whole stay.

There was also an incident with Zoe El Beialy, one of their representatives disclosing confidential contract
information between us and the Aggressor, to one of our customers that lead to litigation. We won the
lawsuit, but still have to collect the money. | feel Zoe should be fired for her part in the incident, and after
our next trip, | do not plan to do business with the Aggressor company ever again.

"My first visit to the Red Sea was OK"
Red Sea Aggressor IV in St. Johns/Daedalus, Mar 2024 (Rpt #13237)
by Mark Rosenstein (Email author), MA, US. % Sr. Contributor 24 reports filed
and 17 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Fiji, Komodo, Lembeh, Tulamben, Palau, Rgja Ampat, Solomons, Wakatobi, Maldives, GBR, Philippines,
Galapagos, many Caribbean.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
We flew to Cairo, then Hurghada, then a 3 hour bus ride to Port Gahlib..

————— Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥  Beginners W R  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: %%  Accommodations. ¥ ¥ Food: ¥ ¥
Serviceand Attitude: %% %%  Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: %

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, rainy. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 73to 76 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 5 mm.
Visibility: 30to 70 Feet.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 636/720


https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/RedSeaAggressorIV_StJohnsDaedalus_report_13237.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=13237
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=maractwin
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
I'm used to being a very independent diver, but was asked to stay with the group..

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: W% %%  Small Critters; Wi
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics. &

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's: %%  Subject Matter: k%  Boat Facilities: W&
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
There were no dedicated camerafacilities. | set up my rig on atable on the open dive deck where others
often set their gear..
----- Overall Comments -----

Thiswas my first time in the Red Sea after many trips to the South Pacific. It was nice to see some of the
Red Sea endemic fishes, but the diversity was no where near what | am used to. And there were very few
large fish and no sharks, though the briefings for several dives talked about the sharks we would see.

The boat was new and large, but felt more like aluxury yacht than a scuba boat. 1t was so big that you spent
alot of time going up and down stairs. The cruise director was hew, and gave somewhat confusing dive
briefings, and often failed to put up the day's schedule so we didn't know what was going to happen.

It felt like many dive sites were very similar, without much variety in what we saw. I'm glad | finally saw
the Red Sea, but probably won't go back.

Saba (2 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview:

Sabais one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70ft (21m), with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations arein
quaint villages at 1,000 feet/300m and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool,
pleasant climate. It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands!

Saba Seasonal Planner:

On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65°F (18°C) at night, so travel with ajacket or sweater is
recommended. Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70s°F to mid-85°F (25-29°C). The most

rain falls during the month of November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best
sites are offshore seamounts. Sabaisin the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Land-Based
"Unspoiled Queen lives up to its name!"

Saba: Land: 637/720





