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policy—whether a hurricane blows through or the ship decides to play submarine, you' re out of luck. Since
we were going in August, we wisely purchased "cancel for any reason” insurance. The big tropical storm
just missed us before the trip. In short, if you want a straightforward, dive-focused experience with a side of
adventure, the Juliet is your ship. Just don’t expect to be pampered—your job isto wash all your gear on the
return to Miami, then hurriedly pack it up before the big rainstorm hits the ship!  All things considered,

we' d return to the Juliet. For cost and diving, it has a good ROI. Next time, though, we'll bring our own
chocolates to place on our pillows at night.

Belize (13 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview:

Inside the world's second largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. Good diving
in Belize is reachable from liveaboards or the resorts on the offshore cayes. The deeply cut, spur-and-groove
coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting but disappointing to many experienced
divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip, take a couple of daysto visit Mayan
ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about atwo-hour flight from Houston. Belize liesin
the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits. Read K. Smith's Tropical Ice before you go! Available on the
Undercurrent website.

Belize Seasonal Planner:

The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good westher for diving is from April
through June when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit roughly every two decades. During winter months (mainly December, January,
and February), Belize is also subject to north winds that blow down and may disrupt diving for several days.
Water temperature may dip as low as the 70°F (21°C) in the winter and reach as high as 85°F (30°C)

in the summer.

Land-Based
"Charming beachfront resort, valet diving with lotsa nurse sharks"
Ambergris Divers/Sunbreeze Hotel in Ambergris Cay, May 2024 (Rpt #13073)
by Teresa McCanlies (Email author), TX, US. " Sr. Reviewer 11 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes.
Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
All over Caribbean(Cayman Isles, Cozumel, Belize, Utila, T& C,etc.), Costa Rica, South Africa, Socorro,all
over Pacific (Thailand, Bali, Fiji, Tonga,Andaman Isles,Maldives, Rajah Ampat, Papua New Guinea,
Australia, Philippines.
Airport: Belize City -> Ambergris Cay. Getting There:
Easy flight to Belize City (for me, Southwest Air from Houston TX), then a 20-minute flight on Maya Air
to Ambergris Cay.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %% %  Beginners k¥  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %% %%  Accommodations: %%  Food: ki
Service and Attitude: Y dr i Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ %  Shore Diving: N/A
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Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 86 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
20 to 50 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Generaly a50-minute time limit (so those who routinely do 2 hrs at 60 feet don't leave others waaaaiting on
the boat).

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters; %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's. %%  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: &
Shore Facilities: %
UWP Comments:
Mostly somewhat murky water at all depths so wide angle opportunities not very good..
----- Overall Comments -----

S000 easy to get to Sunbreeze Hotel,you can roll your own bag{ s} around the corner from the Ambergris
airport or let the resort porter roll it over for you. Both the airport & the resort are adjacent to the town, San
Pedro, which is charming and full of quaint shops & really good local restaurants.

Diving is through the surrounding reef's cut so thereis no shore diving. Aswith most of the Caribbean
these days, the coral is serioudly stressed and generally covered with algae, although wall formations are
till attractive. The water temperature in May was a consistent 86 degrees down to +100 feet -- an obvious
detriment to the coral. But no need for wetsuits, although dive skins or a 3-mil suit is warranted for
protection from the usual floating stingies. The major attraction is the free-swimming nurse sharks that
frequently approach divers. Hawksbill turtles an reef sharks are fregently sighted too.

"Ambergris Caye/Belize - rough weather March 2024"
Ambergris Divers/Sunbreeze Hotel in Ambergris Cay, May 2024 (Rpt #13194)
by Teresa McCanlies (Email author), TX, US. = Sr. Reviewer 11 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes.
Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
All over Caribbean(Cayman Isles, Cozumel, Belize, Utila, T& C,etc.), Costa Rica, South Africa, Socorro,all
over Pacific (Thailand, Bali, Fiji, Tonga,Andaman Isles,Maldives, Rajah Ampat, Papua New Guinea,
Australia, Philippines.
Airport: Belize City -> Ambergris Cay. Getting There:
Easy flight to Belize City (for me, Southwest Air from Houston TX), then a
20-minute flight on Maya Air to Ambergris Cay.

————— Ratings -----
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Advanced: &  Beginners. W%  Valuefor $$:
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations. ¥ ¥ Food: ¥r¥rdi
Service and Attitude: %% %%  Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy, rainy. Seas. choppy, surge. Water: 85to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 0 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 80 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Generally 45" dives + safety stop to get everyone back aboard in an hour..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %%  Large Fish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall ratingfor UWP's: % Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Dedicated water barrel for cameras on dive boat..

----- Overall Comments -----
REALLY rough weather this May, thanks to Hurricane Beryl...high wind & rain. We learned the preceeding
week's group didn't get to dive all week. Heavy waves made surfacing/reentering MV hazardous --doffing
gear/fins on drag line while trying to avoid being pulled under pitching dive platform or smacked by ladder.
The dive crew did their very best to help under difficult circumstances.

Below surface, afew circling nurse sharks, a larger Caribbean reef shark, afew grey angels and French
angels, lotsa yellowtail snapper. Next day brought sunshine, circling reef sharks, alarge loggerhead turtle,
scatterings of tropical fish.

Both SunBreeze Hotel & Ambergis Divers wharf are only ablock or two from excellent restaurantsin San
Pedro Town -- highly recommended: Elvi's Kitchen & Caramba's, as well as SunBreeze itself.

"Great Dive Resort!"
Blackbird Resort, Jun 2024 (Rpt #13007 , Photos) has 2 Helpful Votes
by KENNETH LABARBERA (Email author), CA, US.” ~ Reviewer 3 reports filed
and 4 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Cdlif. coast, Hawaii, Fiji, Soloman
Islands, BWI, Bahamas, Turk/Caicos, Cocos Islands, Truk Lagoon, Guam, Mex. Revillagigedo/Socorro
Islands, Sea of Cortez, St. Kitts, Belize, Aruba, Florida Keys, Cancun, Cozumel, Bora Bora, Tahati.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
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Orlando to Miami to Belize City.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: k¥  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: ¥ Accommodations; Wi ¥k Food: i
Service and Attitude: Jrdr A A Environmental Sensitivity: Jir i &
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 86 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
7510 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No Lionfish Hunting, No Wreck Penetration, Max diving 130'.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals W% %%  Tropical Fish: ¥k Small Critters: % ¥k
LargeFish: %rdr Ak Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's: %% ¥  Subject Matter: % i
Boat Facilitiess %% %%  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

In over 60 years of diving, | have been to Belize on two occasions. This recent trip was my third and by far
the best. | booked aweek of “al inclusive” diving for my grandson and myself at the Blackbird Caye
Resort. They concentrate only on scuba diving, which iswhat | was looking for due to my grandson’s
newness to diving. The booking-flights-resort time was a breeze going through Shanon at Maduro Travel.
There was not one problem that was not either anticipated or actual that she did not address or fix.

We were greeted at the airport by a Blackbird transfer service and taken to alocal resort to have lunch, relax
and wait for the afternoon boat. The boat |eaves once a day around 3pm from the Belize City Harbor,
walking distance from the local day resort. The Blackbird Caye resort is a 2-hour bone & back jarring ride
from the Belize City Harbor. The vessel is one of the dive boats, so ride comfort was not one of the boat
features nor main function. My 80+ year old back felt every wave bump for the entire time. Setting foot on
the island was a welcome and refreshing sight. There were only 10 divers at the facility, which normally
accommodates up to 30. Needless to say, we were treated like royalty! All divers were upgraded to the
beachfront villas, less than 10 yards from the water, close to the dive shack, bar and dining hall.

The villas were new or currently remodeled with 2 king size beds. A large bathroom with an 8 x8' huge,
tiled shower and separate toilet room. There was a large screened in porch with a hammock, the screened in
porch kept the man-eating bugs at bay. Our luggage/dive bags were brought to our #3 villa, and we were off
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to the bar for our welcome libations and orientation.

Thisdiveresort is awell-run, oiled machine, all aspects of our stay were covered in great detail. The cook,
Fredie, could work at any high-end Hyatt like resort. His creations were presented well, creative and
flavorful. We were served at the tables covered in white linen tablecloths by waitstaff that were attentive
and friendly. Each day we were asked to choose our dinner. The selections were ordered, our choices were
fish, steak, pork, or chicken. One night we were treated to a complete turkey dinner with all the trimmings,
no problem asking for seconds. The desserts were to die for. | went there hoping to drop afew pounds only
to come home weighing more than when | |eft.

Now to the valet diving. Dive sights were varied depending on the winds and weather. We visited Half Man
Cay, Elbow, Playground, Aquarium and did our 130’ dive at the Blue Hole (note: helpful to bring a
powerful dive light). All dives were full of varied marinelife. | saw grouper, blacktip sharks, nurse sharks,
eels, reef tangs, lobsters, turtles, rays, jacks, barracuda and triggers, the list of sightings was endless. | even
saw a toadfish!

Reefs are healthy as are the sponges and other soft corals. The only thing missing for me was lionfish
hunting. | can’t recall any warm water dive resort that would not give a qualified diver Hawaiian sling
hunting rights on these invasive creatures. The dive master explained that they were speared and fed to the
sharks for years. As aresult of this practice the sharks got used to the sound of sling and would consider it a
“dinner bell”. The end result was the sharks would become overly friendly and anxious towards the divers. |
can personally attest to the shark “friendliness’. On one dive, while taking a picture of alarge nurse shark, a
smaller one swam right through my legs!

Dive masters, Simon and Abelito, were very knowledgeable and accommodating to all divers that needed
any kind of help or assistance. They went out of their way to help putting on and taking off BCD and fins. |
prefer to take my gear off in the water and hand it up to the boat. Over the years | have seen afew people
fall back off the dive ladder while trying to climb up in full gear. Even though | did not need help after
removing my inflated BC, they would often tow me to the ladder and take my fins off. | got used to the
service and learned to enjoy the ride.

In short, I cannot give enough kudos to the entire staff at Blackbird Caye Dive Resort! When it was time to
depart, | opted to take the air flight off the island, a small 5 seat Cessnarun by Mayan Air. They charge
$640 for two and the flight took 15 minutes. It was worth every penny as my tired old back screamed at me
not to take the 2-hour boat ride back to the Belize Harbor.

"Great choice for our group of divers and non-diver"
Frenchie's Diving/Ilsland Magic in Caye Caulker, Jan 2024 (Rpt #12875)
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by Marcia Pedersen (Email author), WA, US. % Contributor 14 reports filed and 5 Helpful Votes.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Puget Sound, San Juan Islands, Vancouver Island, Hawaii, Thailand, Australia, Mexico, Honduras, Bonaire,
Dominica, Turkey, Caymans, Bimini, Socorro.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
Sedttle to Belize City direct and then a 10-minute flight to Caye Caulker.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners Wk ki Valuefor $$: % d ik
Dive Operation: i d i Accommodations; * A i Food: Wk NN
Service and Attitude: Y dr i Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, rainy. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 81 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 1 mm.
Visibility: 40 to 70 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dive briefing limited dives to 60 feet. | dropped lower with no problem..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: WX %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters. %k ¥
Large Fish: % Large Pelagics: Wi ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: i Boat Facilities: ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
Great crew with Frenchie' s Diving on Caye Caulker. Crowded boat (24 divers), but the crew managed the
numbers well. Water and snacks always available. Groups of 5-6 divers, drift dives, nice pace, casualy led
by observant dive masters. Dove three days before wind cancelled the trip to Turneffe North. Day one was
Spanish Bay; 45-minute boat ride with low vis and not many critters. Day two was an early start (5:30 am.)
to the Blue Hole (2-hour boat ride) with cool stalagmites. Second dive at Half Moon Wall was the best dive
with lots of marine life, beautiful topography, and great vis and color. The break and lunch at Half Moon
Caye was nice. Third dive, Aquarium, was nice. Day three we went to Toolbox and Esmeralda (30-minute
boat ride) with abreak in San Pedro. Throughout the week saw lots of sharks, afew morays, a couple rays,
one turtle, drums, jacks, blue chromis (I think), parrot fish, nudibranchs, crabs, some good-sized groupers, a
few lobsters, and only afew lion fish. Another group had a pod of dolphins come through. We noticed lots
of big sponges, various fans, and corals. | think the overnight trip to Half Moon Caye would have been
excellent, but it was not available that week.

Excellent accommodations at 1sland Magic. Nice rooms (ask for rooms 2, 3, 4, or 9), good restaurant, great
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staff, nice pool, nice dock, and bikes. They also arranged our flights from Belize City, taxi, and golf cart
rental. Great location just south of lots of restaurants and about a 20-minute walk to The Split.

For our first Belize experience, Caye Caulker was agreat choice for our group of divers and non-diver. The
island motto of "Go Slow" isvery true! Next time | would probably want to be closer to the Turneffe areato
avoid long boat rides.

"Blue Hole and Lighthouse Reef"
Frenchies Diving, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12862) by Philip Karp (Email author), AZ, US.
Reviewer 6 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Turks and Caicos, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Thailand, Australia, Egypt.
Airport: BZE. Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners Wk % Valuefor $$: ki
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A
Environmental Sensitivity: %% %  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: rainy. Seas. choppy. Water: 79t0 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
25 to 30 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified].
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: ¥  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %  LargeFish: W
Large Pelagics: ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
I've dove with Frenchies Diving before so | pretty much knew what to expect for their full-day, 3-tank dive
to the Blue Hole and Lighthouse Reef. The trip requires an early star from Caye Caulker; check-in at the
dive shop was at 5:30am. Asit turned out it was raining hard at that time so severa divers arrived late.
Coffee and light breakfast was available at the dive shop and the boat departed at about 6:00 after a good
safety briefing. The ride out was rough due to the weather but didn't take much longer than the usual 2
hours. On arrival at the Blue Hole | was pleasantly surprised to see that we were the only boat there, which
isunusual. It was still raining heavily with limited surface e visibility. Diverswere divided into two
groups, AOW and OW only. The latter group was limited to 60'. There were about 8 diversin the AOW
group which was accompanied by 2 DMs. The AOW group entered the water first, after agood dive
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briefing. Visibility near the surface was very low and wasn't alot better as we descended. It was slightly
better at the 120’ level where stalactites are visible. Asis often the case there were severa reef sharks
cruising at around 100'. Bottom time was limited to 15 minutes for the AOW group followed by a5 minute
safety stop. On surfacing we were pleased to see that the weather had cleared. The boat made its way
towards Lighthouse Reef for the 2nd dive which was at Aquarium. | was pleased to see that coral health
was much better than my last dive there, in 2021 at which time SCTLD had taken aheavy toll. The dive at
Aquarium featured several large Nassau and Black Grouper as well as several Nurse Sharks. The 2nd dive
was followed by lunch at Half Moon Caye. the fare was the traditional Belizean rice and beans, stew
chicken and Cole Slaw. The surfaceinterval at HM Caye was about 75 minutes. The 3rd dive was at
Lighthouse Reef Wall, one of my favorite dive sitesin Belize. Severa reef sharks accompanied us for most
of thedive. When we surfaced it was raining hard again and heavily overcast. The weather made for a
rough ride back to Caye Caulker but everyone was in good spirits as the crew broke out ajug of rum punch
and cranked up the music.

"Bleaching is wide spread”
Ramon's Village Resort in Ambergris Caye, Dec 2023 (Rpt #12846) by Leslie Russum
(Email author), CO, US.” = Reviewer 6 reports filed and 9 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:
251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Cook Islands, Galapagos, Guadeloupe, Tortola, Cozumel, Belize, Roatan, Dominica, Kona, Cuba.
Airport: BZE. Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners Wk kA  Valuefor $$: ki
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations: %%  Food: %
Serviceand Attitude: %% %  Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny. Seas: choppy, surge. Water: 82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:. mm. Visibility:
30 to 60 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. no. Enforced diving restrictions:
DM sent people up when at 1/3 tank and let the others keep diving with him until they were at 1/3 tank. We
didn't al have to surface at the same time..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %k ¥
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall ratingfor UWP's: %  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities:
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Boats only have a bucket but you return to shore between all dives and can tend to your camerain a
controlled environment..
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----- Overall Comments -----
| wasin Belizein Jan 2023 and this summer has been devastating to the corals. Thereis so much bleaching
which has also reduced the other marine life. Werarely saw any lobsters or crabs and eels only on the night
dive. No shrimpsand only 1 lettuce seaslug. It was very sad. The typical fish still seem to be doing well
(nurse and reef sharks, parrotfish, rays, damselfish, angelfish, chromis, grouper, etc). We saw very few
puffers of any kind (in Jan the sharpnose puffer must have been breeding because there were thousands!).
The hard corals have been hit hard - the lettuce corals were 100% bleached. The brain corals are starting to
bleach as are the cactus corals (used to be deep red, now light pink) Staghorn seems to be the last hard coral
to suffer but we did see some starting to bleach. The DMs said that all the pillar coral has died off in the
past 3 years. Rick continuesto run an excellent operation and the dive staff is still great.

It is becoming obvious that since the death of the founder, the current owner is not investing in the operation
(both resort and dive operation). The nitrox is not long done on site so Ramon's has to purchase it meaning
they may run out. They aretrying to convince the owner to repair or replace the nitrox system. On the
resort side, you can see small things that are not being repaired (our safe was broken, the gate latch was
broken on their sister property, the breaker kept tripping in our room). The staff is still trying very hard and
have a good attitude but there are some |leadership issues (the property manager decided to host alunch for
his staff of 15 at the same dive as our boat returned for a noon surface interval. Thiswas poor planning so
the kitchen was backed up and the divers waiting 40+ min to get food).

San Pedro has gotten crazy busy with all the cart and large construction truck traffic -- hopefully this will
improve as some of the projects complete. The DMs believeif the water temps improve in afew months
there is hope for the coral to recover.

"Bleaching is wide spread"”
Ramon's Village Resort in Ambergris Caye, Dec 2023 (Rpt #12847) by Leslie Russum
(Email author), CO, US.” = Reviewer 6 reports filed and 9 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:
251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Cook Islands, Galapagos, Guadeloupe, Tortola, Cozumel, Belize, Roatan, Dominica, Kona, Cuba.
Airport: BZE. e Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners Wk  Valuefor $$: frkr i
Dive Operation: ** %%  Accommodations. ¥ %  Food: %k ¥
Serviceand Attitude: %% %  Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: choppy, surge. Water: 82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
30 to 60 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. no. Enforced diving restrictions:
DM sent people up when at 1/3 tank and let the others keep diving with him until they were at 1/3 tank. We
didn't all have to surface at the same time..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales. None.
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Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %k
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's: %  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Boats only have a bucket but you return to shore between all dives and can tend to your camerain a
controlled environment..

----- Overall Comments -----

| wasin Belize in Jan 2023 and this summer has been devastating to the corals. Thereis so much bleaching
which has also reduced the other marine life. Werarely saw any lobsters or crabs and eels only on the night
dive. No shrimpsand only 1 lettuce seaslug. It was very sad. Thetypical fish still seem to be doing well
(nurse and reef sharks, parrotfish, rays, damselfish, angelfish, chromis, grouper, etc). We saw very few
puffers of any kind (in Jan the sharpnose puffer must have been breeding because there were thousands!).
The hard corals have been hit hard - the lettuce corals were 100% bleached. The brain corals are starting to
bleach as are the cactus corals (used to be deep red, now light pink) Staghorn seems to be the last hard coral
to suffer but we did see some starting to bleach. The DMs said that all the pillar coral has died off in the
past 3 years. Rick continues to run an excellent operation and the dive staff is still great.

It is becoming obvious that since the death of the founder, the current owner is not investing in the operation
(both resort and dive operation). The nitrox is not long done on site so Ramon's has to purchase it meaning
they may run out. They are trying to convince the owner to repair or replace the nitrox system. On the
resort side, you can see small things that are not being repaired (our safe was broken, the gate latch was
broken on their sister property, the breaker kept tripping in our room). The staff is still trying very hard and
have a good attitude but there are some |leadership issues (the property manager decided to host alunch for
his staff of 15 at the same dive as our boat returned for a noon surface interval. Thiswas poor planning so
the kitchen was backed up and the divers waiting 40+ min to get food).

San Pedro has gotten crazy busy with all the cart and large construction truck traffic -- hopefully this will
improve as some of the projects complete. The DMs believe if the water temps improve in afew months
there is hope for the coral to recover.

"Very good dives, long ride"
Seahorse Divers/ABelizeanNirvana in Placencia; Glovers, May 2024 (Rpt #12998 ,
Photos) by Rick Feinleib (Email author), VA, US. % Contributor 14 reports filed
and 4 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Coz, Bahamas, LilCayman, GBR, Galapagos, Okinawa, Culebra, San Andres, Belize, FlaKeys, Croatia,
Saba.
Airport: PLJ(Placencia). Getting There:
On United: IAH to BZE, then Tropic Air has hourly flights throughout Belize. Mayal slandAir is other good
choice. Bag claim and immigration BZE was pretty quick. 1hr45 layover works..

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: %%  Beginners Wk ¥k  Valuefor $$: frir
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Dive Operation: k%%  Accommodations: ¥ Jr & ¥ Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: kA h Ak Environmental Sensitivity: kA * &
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: % %
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. calm. Water: 82 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
2510 35 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dives were called at 40min..

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales. None.
Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: % %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: %

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %  Subject Matter: %% %  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

Asfor the dives: we dived Glovers Atoll, South Water Caye, and a whale shark expedition. South Water
Caye was outstanding — nice swim-throughs, loaded with soft corals, some nice hard corals (less bleaching
than other destinations), sponges, shrimp, and loads of tropical fish up to 40cm. A couple nurse sharks
swam among us during the dive, probably expecting lionfish parts.

Glovers Reef was ok, less spectacular than South Water Caye. Still, soft corals, pretty fish, barracuda,
grouper, aremora, and swim-throughs.

The whale shark trip was adud. 1h15 ride to Gladden Spit, stride into the water, drop to 20m and swim
after the DM for 30min into the open blue water in search of snapper schools at the edge of viz. AlImost all
diverslow on air by then, and NO whale sharks. We saw 1 turtle and 4 jacks between 2 dives.

The crew and captain were courteous, knowledgeable, highly qualified and set up/change tanks for you.
Boats hold 12-16 divers and can feel crowded when gearing up. Lunches were locally made and good.

The problem with all the diving is the long boat rides to get there from the mainland. The boats have no seat
padding as we get slammed up and down even in 1- or 2-foot seas, so some of us grabbed towelsto sit on.
And then, the dives get capped at 40 minutes. Beginners can surface with the asst DM early, but some of us
were getting the 3-min safety stop sign with half atank left. | spoke to the shop director about this, and he
says his DMs go every day and they can’t keep track of all divers consumption. So, long bumpy ride for 2
or 3 40-min dives. Also note: no cameratable or bath.

The hotel we chose was great — right on the beach (very windy), easy walking distance from lots in town.
They pick u up from and drop u at airport. Suite style rooms were perfect for us.
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"The Death Of the Caribbean™
Turneff Island Resort in Turneff Island Resort, Feb 2024 (Rpt #12903
) has 3 Helpful Votes by Bette Nordberg (Email author), WA, US. 2 reportsfiled and 5 Helpful Votes.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
We've done most of the Caribbean, much of Central America, a bit of indonesia..
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
Wetook adirect flight from Seattle. .
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %% %  Beginners k¥  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: ¥ Accommodations; Wi ¥k Food: i i
Service and Attitude: ¥ dr i Environmental Sensitivity: did ik
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: ¥ ¥
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy. Seas: choppy. Water: to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:. mm. Visibility: 50 to 70 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Because of the distance to a dive chamber, strict enforcement of time underwater. .
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. None. Whales: None.
Corals. %  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %
L arge Pelagics: %
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's. % Subject Matter: %  Boat Facilities: %  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None]l shiepped my camerato Belize, and did my first dives without it (accomodating to boat and staff).
However, after the first dives, | never took it out of the suitcase. There was nothing | wanted to take a
picture of ..
----- Overall Comments -----
[None]We were last in Belize in 2014. The change in the coral is profound. Soft coral continues to flourish.
But hard coral isjust dead. We did not see bleaching, or even SCD. Instead, the hard coral is covered in
algae. No color. No resistance to the environment. Toppled over. No coral blennies etc. We read a recent
article about a die off of black urchinsin the Caribbean, causing an overgrowth of algae. Though the dive
masters did their best to remain enthusiastic and show us what they could, privately, they expressed their
concern for the coral reef. The staff and facilities at Turneff Island rival the best dive resorts of Indonesia
(Wakatobi for instance), the reefs are in sorry shape. We left with profound sadness for our world!

"Great Resort, Disappointing Diving"

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneff Island Resort, Nov 2023 (Rpt #13133) by Jack Pessia
(Email author), OR, US. 2 reportsfiled and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
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Little Cayman, Wakatobi, Fiji, Belize, Australia, Honduras, Hawaii, all over Caribbean.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
Portland to LA to Belize City and overnight there, return in one day via Dallas on Alaska and Delta.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: W% Valuefor $&: * % %* Kk  DiveOperation: ik
Accommodations. A ¥ Food: ¥ % Service and Attitude: Jrr i i
Environmental Sensitivity: i i Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: cloudy. Seas. choppy. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
30 to 60 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
total time, otherwise fairly free to move about.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales:
None. Corals: ™  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters; ¥  LargeFish: %
L arge Pelagics: i

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's: % Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: ¥
UWP Comments:
nothing on boat but a bucket; afew sotsin an AC room at dive shack..
----- Overall Comments -----

Thisresort is much fancied up since our last visit over a decade ago. More bungalows added, many with
their own plunge pools and nice amenities. Many of the same dive staff are present and the others have all
been there along time. Very good food with lots of options and a huge Thanksgiving buffet!

Diving from skiffs with good motors usually 6-8 divers with one guide. Dive sites are 5-10 minutes away
and there is shore and boat snorkeling. Travel from Belize City in large cruiser boat, but still can be rough
crossing, about an hour trip. Also big boat is used for the weekly full day trip to Blue Hole and the best dive
sitesthat are by there.

Corad till Ok in that area.

Now the bad news, major coral bleaching, especially the reefs near the resort which are the only dive sites
other than the day trip. Few fish, no small critters but lots of sharks. They've been culling lionfish
successfully, but the sharks come as soon as we dive in and stay til they see us go up for our safety stops.
GREAT photo opportunitiesif you want to take pix of sharks. The highlight was diving in midst of a huge
pod of dolphinstwo different times. they circled usfor along time, diving up and down water column. But,
Caribbean is out for us for diving I'm afraid, except for Anse Chastanet in St Luciawhich is remarkably still
good. see our reader review for that resort from April 2024.

"Back @ Turneffe Island!"
Turneffe Island Resort, May 2024 (Rpt #13070) by Jeffrey D Hubbard MD (Email author),
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NY,US." Top Contributor 33 reports filed and 18 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean, Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Fernando de Noronha (Brazil), Australia, Fiji, PNG, Micronesia,
Hawai'i.
Airport: BZE. Getting There:
Deltathrough ATL = easy
Good connex from rest of US.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: &%  Beginners kK Valuefor $$: ki
Dive Operation: ¥ Accommodations; Wi ki Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: ¥ dr i Environmental Sensitivity: did
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm, choppy. Water: 83to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 0 mm. Visibility:
to Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No Deco time no less than 7 min.
3 min safety stop.
Follow leader (within sight.)
Max depth 70 ft (not badgered.).

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales. None.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %% %%  Small Critters: %% %%  LargeFish: %k
Large Pelagics: %%

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:

----- Overall Comments -----
Turneffe Isand Resort isa 1.5 hour motor south-east of Belize city in the Caribbean Sea. (There are other
properties bearing the name "Turneffe" so be sure you are looking for the correct one.) The principal
activities at the Resort are scuba diving and sportfishing. Many employees are long-term.

Belize is readily accessible from the States. The boat from Belize city goes to the island every Wednesday
and Saturday. Boat charters on extra days may be arranged, as well as helicopter transport. We usually fly to
Belize aday or two in advance and overnight at the Fort George Hotel, from which the boat to the island
leaves, to reduce travel troubles. The Hotel had downsized and moved across the street (maybe 3 ***) on
our May, 2024 visit. Old hotel was being demolished (to be rebuilt) and we will have to see how it does.
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Good image of Resort on Google Earth: 17 degrees 10" 39" North;
87 degrees 54' 04" West

The weekly schedule is 15 dives, including a night dive. They are scheduled around mealtimes, and the
schedule works very well, without seeming hurried. Diving is from open boats, step down from the dock,
which could accommodate eight divers, plus the dive guide and the boat driver, but 2, 4 or 6 diversismore
common,; they will go with one diver. No cover and no head on the boat. The boats return to the Resort after
each dive and surface interval is ashore. Backroll entry and stern ladder recovery, with boat driver’s
assistance; every diveisadrift dive and the boat will pick up the divers where they surface. We dove Nitrox
32%, usually >3200 psi, but air would be fine. Equipment, including cameras, is treated gently and thereisa
camera bucket if needed.

Brad, al-knowing marine observer, has been our friend, divemaster and guide for several years. Master at
finding unusual creatures, his knowledge of the sea and its animalsis unequal ed.

When abuddy pair surfaces, signa “OK” to boat driver and he will position the boat so the wind bringsit to
the divers; don't chase the boat. Board vialadder over the stern.

Dive sites east of the Resort are on the fringing reef and typically have a sandy bottom with small bommies
at 40 feet or so, then a coral ridge at the top of the wall, and the wall drops down to the deep blue from 60
feet or so.

Occasiona manatees and dolphin families come by. Plenty of sharks - just spear alion fish . .. sharks.

Divesto the west of the Resort are on a sloping bottom which has good size coral bommies, but no wall. At
the southern tip of the atoll, The Elbow has the ridge at the top of the wall and drops off; at this point the
current is brisk when the tide is running, and oceanic fish (eagle ray, spadefish, big sharks, permit) come by
aswell asthe usual reef dwellers. Once, we saw a marlin there.

Bottom time depends on air consumption, usually 50 to 70 minutes: bird-breathers surface last.

Invasive lionfish are speared by Brad and left for the enthusiastic shark/grouper/large moray eel population
to recycle. Lionfish numbers have decreased in recent years, we think due mainly to Brad' s efforts.

The accommodations are mainly east-facing rooms with a glorious sunrise over the reef. They are quiet,
nicely air-conditioned, and there is plenty of hot water, heated by solar and supplied by rainwater with
backup by reverse osmosisif needed. Cabins south of the bar are larger, and there is a big Honeymoon
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Lodge and aluxurious Presidential (double) Suite. In 10 visits, we have had one shower tap and one air-
conditioner fail, each repaired within 30 minutes of the phone call.

The large bar is open air, under alarge palapa, and the dining room isinside. (Thereisan inside bar, if
needed.)

After setting up one's diverig on thefirst day, it is thereafter handled by the staff. After the last dive of the
trip, they break down/rinse off/wash out all the equipment and put it in the sun to dry. Back-up equipment is
ready to hand.

The bad news on our late '23 and May 2024 trips was coral bleaching. We have dived Belize fairly regularly
for 28 years, and have never seen bleaching before. From the surface at 50 feet perhaps 5% of the bottom is
pure white. Remember Normal is ZERQO! The white corals are dead. Locals report very warm water over
last summer; this year (2024) it's 85-86 degrees again. The bottom also has extensive agae growth,
attributed to the recent black spiny sea-urchin (Diadema antillarum) die-off, due to an infectious protozoan.
We did see afew healthy Diadema, including some small ones.

Weather is generally good; hurricane season is June through November. Bad hurricanes are uncommon in
western Caribbean, but if one hits near your schedule it will mess your plans.

Thefood is creative and plentiful. They wisely offer aone-half portion option. Table service, except for
Friday beach barbecue. Much of the food is sourced locally, and | think it has reduced spiciness compared
to the usual Belizean fare. Allergies and food preferences get very careful attention.

Resort staff will meet your flight and take you to boat, or to hotel, if you'readay or 2 early. Airport
transfers are flawlessly arranged by the Island staff.

We rated Turneffe Island Resort diving 5 Stars for years - until coral bleaching! Still agreat place. And
closer than Micronesia.

Liveaboards

"Dive your tail off."
Aggressor Fleet, Mar 2024 (Rpt #13125) by Jorge Viso (Email author), FL, US,
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