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adequate for the short rides to the dive sites.  A snack for the surface interval consists of fresh fruit.  Fresh
water is also available.  The boat takes a maximum of 12 divers plus guides.  Entry is either giant stride or
back roll.  A ladder in the stern with a negative angle is the only real challenge with this dive boat, but the
crew helps you get back on.  The camera bucket is only 1 gallon in size, okay for GoPros, but not much
else.

The ops location is very handy behind the airport, as most dive sites are 1 to 2 km away, and they have their
own parking lot, plus they have a van for pickups.  Check-in is 8:30am and the boat usually leaves by 9,
sometimes a little later due to divers coming from the cruise ships.  Each dive site has it’s own mooring
anchor, so gearing up and getting in the water is a relaxed affair.  There are usually 2 dive groups based on
experience, sometimes 3 if there are students.  1st dive is a deep one for experienced divers 80 to 100’, and
a dive time of around 50 minutes, though for those who have lots of air they’ll let us explore near the boat
for another 10 minutes.  Visibility on the deep dives is close to infinity, shallow dives can be murky if the
wind is strong.  About half of our dives were drift dives due to the current.  A 45 minute surface interval is
enforced between dives.  Second dive is shallower around 50’ max.  While we brought our own gear, the
rental gear looked in good shape, would not hesitate to use it.  They usually arrive back at the dock by 1pm.

Water temps were around 85F, but at times we did hit a thermocline.  The corals were quite nice, a mixture
of hard and soft ones with very little bleaching although brain corals look like they took a big hit.  Fish life
was plentiful but small for the most part, a few barracuda were seen, and some fleeting glimpses of sharks
and eagle rays.  There are some lionfish, but active hunting efforts keep the numbers under control.  The
reefs appeared to be in better shape than in 2021.

Prices were very reasonable considering it is Aruba, but they do charge 5% for using a credit card.  The
Dive Masters were all extremely competent and helpful, I felt they struck a good balance between safety
and allowing us freedom on the dive.  On land they were efficient, and it seemed everyone could handle all
aspects of getting divers ready for the trip.   I was very pleased with Pure Diving, relaxed but didn’t waste
your whole day, had the afternoon to do other activities with the family.  

------------------------------------

Australia (9 Reports)

Australia Diving Overview: 
A vast continental island bordered by the Indian Ocean the Coral Sea and the South Atlantic, with diving as
varied. The Queensland coast is most popular for diving with Cairns the jumping-off point for the Great
Barrier Reef. It is a youth-oriented, tropical city with plenty of hotels and restaurants as well as an
assortment of day boats going to the Reef and overnight trips to Cod Hole at Lizard Island. Cairn's "beach"
is a mud flat dotted with roseate spoonbills and other tropical birds, and you can visit the reptile farm to
gawk at saltwater crocodiles eating chickens or take the Kuranda Railway for a look at a magnificent
waterfall . . .

The best diving, with pristine reefs and oodles of fish, is to the north of Port Douglas, reachable only by
liveaboard during their summer months, roughly November to March.

Australia: 
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Further offshore by a two-hour boat ride from Cairns, the Ribbon Reefs are known for big sharks, lots of
them, including fleets of bronze whalers . . . Pack safety sausages, whistles, strobes, mirrors, and any other
safety devices that would make you noticeable if a current carries you too far from the boat. However,
Aussie dive rules are now tight (far tighter than the Florida Keys, for example), with redundant head counts
after every dive . . .

Lizard Island is the northernmost land-based operation; they have day trips to Cod Hole (Ribbon Reef #10)
to pet-friendly, refrigerator-sized potato cod, locally known as groper. Although the GBR has had some bad
press, better by a hundred miles is the Coral Sea, whose outlying atolls and pinnacles such as Flinders Reef
offer some of the best diving in the world. To the south, the current-blasted wreck of the Yongala out from
Townsville is often claimed to be the best fish-covered wreck in the world . . .

Moving from Queensland south, you'll pass from full-on tropics, with such places as the eco-resort at Lady
Elliot Island and Heron Island at the barrier reef's southern end, through temperate water, to chilly water in
Sydney, and finally into the really cold stuff when you reach Tasmania . . . Don't worry about the Great
White in the GBR; they hang around south of Sydney, off Adelaide where the water is cooler, although
Rodney Fox and his son operate cage dives for those who are interested. The Indian Ocean coast of
Australia is notable for whale sharks, where seaplanes from Exmouth lead dive boats to aggregations at
Ningaloo Reef.

Australia Seasonal Planner: 
Australia's winter is during the Northern Hemisphere's summer. Summer weather in the tropical north,
including Queensland, is sultry and oppressive, with tropical showers . . . Water temperature is below
80°F (27°C) and cooler in their winter, so bring rubber. Visibility can be in the 50ft (15m) range. That's
the easy part. From there, it gets increasingly complex. Queensland's diving areas are vast. Cyclone season
is January through March; April, May, and June see heavy trade winds. The best season to dive Queensland
on a liveaboard (really the only way to see the best) is July through November. Best vis at Osprey Reef, in
the northern Coral Sea, is between June and September.

On the other side of the country, 2250 miles away in Western Australia, whale sharks congregate at
Ningaloo Reef during March and April. Summers (December to February) are hot and dry
(63°-86°F/17°-30°C) while winters are relatively cool at 53-74°F (11-23°C).

New South Wales (inc. Sydney) is cooler, with the average highs 79°F (26°C) in summer (though many
days exceed 100°F/38°C), to as low as 44°F (7°C) in winter, with an average high of 58°F (14°C)
in Victoria, where snow falls over high ground, and Tasmania is even colder.

Land-Based
"Cold but colorful caves of Rottnest with slightly chaotic Blue Destiny" 

Blue Destiny/Scubanautics Diving Academy in Perth/Rottnest Island, Jan 2023 (Rpt 
#13055 , Photos) by Keith Willmott (Email author), FL, US. Contributor 17 reports filed
 and 8 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, Belize, Panama (Coiba, Pearl Is) St Vincent and Grenadines, UK, Red Sea (Sharm), Myanmar,

Australia: Land: 
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Sulawesi (Wakatobi), Philippines (Mindoro, Palawan), Solomons (Guadalcanal), New Zealand (Poor
Knights), Papua New Guinea, west Australia. 
Airport:  Perth. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  19 to 20 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  8 to 10 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Freshwater bucket on boat. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We did 4 dives off Rottnest Island off ‘Blue Destiny’. The area is known for its topography, including
caves, canyons, tunnels etc, and unique creatures, many endemic to west Australia. Although much less
diverse than the Barrier Reef, and with virtually no hard corals, the compensation is the presence of many
species found nowhere else. Blue Destiny is a large, comfortable boat catering to day-trippers, snorkelers,
and scuba-divers, with an inevitable package-trip feel and slight lack of organization. One day we ended up
a nitrox-tank short since the boat didn’t have enough to go round. Although we had specifically chosen to
dive that day because it was advertised on the webpage as ‘deep dives’, the boat crew were surprised to find
they’d also got a bunch of trainee divers on board. So, we ended up going to shallower dive sites, and been
given directions how to swim to deeper bits. We didn’t want depth necessarily, just to visit deeper sites - so
after burning all our air on the first dive swimming aimlessly about weed-covered rocks looking for
structure, we just followed the other divers on the next dive. Which was quite beautiful (Cape Francis), a
labyrinth of caves with walls covered in soft corals, sponges, starfish, 4-5 species of nudibranchs, White-
barred Boxfish, Red-lip Morwong, Western Pomfred, among others. Next day’s dives (Little Armstrong
Bay, Shoe Reef) were similar, quite shallow (12-14 m), strong surge sometimes, series of spectacular caves,
swim-throughs, shafts, plenty of colorful sponges and soft corals, nudibranchs, small reef fish. Boat
anchored 150 m from one dive site, giving us a long, unnecessary swim to the site and back. We got very
cold in our 3 mm wetsuits - water was 19 C, despite air temp around 33 C.

------------------------------------
"Nice but slightly disappointing diving in Muiron islands" 

Australia: Land: 
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Dive Ningaloo in Exmouth/Muiron Islands, Dec 2023 (Rpt #13058 , Photos) 
by Keith Willmott (Email author), FL, US. Contributor 17 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, Belize, Panama (Coiba, Pearl Is) St Vincent and Grenadines, UK, Red Sea (Sharm), Myanmar,
Sulawesi (Wakatobi), Philippines (Mindoro, Palawan), Solomons (Guadalcanal), New Zealand (Poor
Knights), Papua New Guinea, west Australia. 
Airport:  Exmouth. Getting There:  
Flight Perth-Exmouth, then c 45 min drive to town of Exmouth. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  24 to 24 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  6 to 15 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Keep with dive guide. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We booked a day's diving with Dive Ningaloo to visit the Muiron Islands, which are (within Australia at
least) renowned for their soft corals. Unlike the diving further south in western Australia, the Ningaloo
region has fringing coral reefs and a more typical Indo-Pacific fauna, albeit significantly less diverse than
the Coral Triangle. The spacious boat left from Bundegi dock, 1 hr 15 mins to a mooring buoy on NW tip of
S. Muiron Island, a site named 'Whale Bone'. We reached a max depth of 12 m, vis about 6 m, strong swell
even on the bottom, which was sand in between coral bommies with some slight overhangs. A few small fan
corals on the undersides of overhangs, and, disappointingly, only a single small Dendronephthya (soft
coral). Hard corals were good, reef fish not abundant but diverse (Steephead Parrotfish, Three-spot
Rabbitfish, Moorish Idol, Wirenet Filefish, Pacific Trumpetfish, Lemon Damselfish, Potato Rock Cod,
Inshore Surgeonfish, Forceps Butterflyfish, Raccoon Butterflyfish, Reticulated Damselfish), an octopus and
stingray, and about 5-6 species of nudibranchs. After a tasty barbecued lunch on board, we moved to second
dive site (Eastside Bommies) on back side of S. Muiron, where there was no swell and better vis. Max depth
8 m, sand and coral bommies, Blue-spotted Ray, Sailfin Catfish, Bridled Monocle Bream, Blacktip
Grouper, Threadfin Butterflyfish, Floral Maori Wrasse, and again, a good abundance and diversity of
nudibranchs, about 10 species! Overall, nice diving, plenty to see, just a bit disappointed we didn't get to
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visit the deeper sites, walls, and abundant soft corals we were hoping for. As a side note, during our stay in
Exmouth we were also hoping to dive the famous Exmouth Navy Pier, a shore/muck dive, but this proved
impossible during our short stay - the pier is off-limits except for scheduled dive tours by local operators,
which depart at specific times (because of the tides) and (unfortunately) rather infrequently organize night
dives. Definitely worth trying to stay a few more days to dive that site. Otherwise, the peninsula is rather
beautiful, extremely hot (in December), empty desert and coasts.

------------------------------------
"Challenging and sometimes rewarding shore-diving around Perth" 

Divelocker in Perth shore diving, Jan 2023 (Rpt #13054 , Photos) by Keith Willmott 
(Email author), FL, US. Contributor 17 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, Belize, Panama (Coiba, Pearl Is) St Vincent and Grenadines, UK, Red Sea (Sharm), Myanmar,
Sulawesi (Wakatobi), Philippines (Mindoro, Palawan), Solomons (Guadalcanal), New Zealand (Poor
Knights), Papua New Guinea, west Australia. 
Airport:  Perth. Getting There:  
International/national flight to Perth. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation: N/A 
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  20 to 22 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  1 to 20 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Variable vis and diverse small creatures favor macro.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We spent a week staying in Fremantle doing a mix of shore dives (mainland) and boat dives (Rottnest,
described in another report). Logistically, attempting to do this over New Year was a nightmare, most dive
shops/operators were shut for days on end, if not over the entire Xmas/New Year period. We rented tanks
and, importantly, weights for the week from Divelocker, rates were reasonable, otherwise rental rates for
weights at other dive centers were so high we considered paying for an extra hold bag on our trans-Pacific
flight just to bring our own weights. An INVALUABLE source of information for shore-diving in the area
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is Howie’s Scuba: https://www.howiesscuba.com/dive-sites.php. 

�

Some general comments about the area: there are a couple of wrecks, piers, and rocky reefs to dive; shark
sightings are common (though we didn’t see any), get local advice; weather at least during our stay was
very predictable - relatively calm early morning, but wind swinging round and blowing relentlessly on shore
from mid-morning on, often reducing vis to 1-2 ft or less. 

�

Bulk Jetty: this is a long jetty known for macro-life, we tried a night dive. Parked and walked 50m or so
over beach, swam maybe 50m out to start of jetty, vis about 1-2 ft; plenty of colorful sponges, soft corals,
anemones, crabs, 3 species of nudibranchs; increasingly poor vis and cold (22 C), we abandoned the dive.
Tried again several nights later but abandoned for similar reasons. Likewise, were unable to dive another
jetty to the north.

�

Gareenup Wreck, North Mole Lighthouse: A 20m long collapsed barge N of the jetty. As usual, wind was
strong and shifted from SE (good) to SW (bad) through the morning, but N of the jetty was calm. There’s a
sloping stretch of concrete to scramble down, then over some large rocks to enter, ok really. A bearing of
355 degrees and 200 fin kicks miraculously brought us to the wreck, which sits on sand at 8 m. The wreck is
quite colorful with sponges and soft corals, schools of small reef fish, a couple of nudibranchs.

�

Robb’s Jetty: our favorite shore dive in the area despite the few hundred yards hike over the so-called Dune
of Death between the car park and beach, but partly because it was our one calm day in a week of diving.
The site consists of the remnant pylons of an old jetty, which are entirely submerged; we swam at 295
degrees from the shore nearest the car park, finning over sand for 5 mins before spotting the first pylon.
With vis of 5 m and pylon spacing often further than this, it’s easy to miss, we then used bearing of 245
degrees to follow the pylons out from shore, max depth 7 m. A few sponges, little soft coral, plenty of
colorful sea cucumbers, a great diversity of fish (Cardinalfish, Western Talma, Dusky Morwong, Rough
Bullseye, Shaws Cowfish, Globefish, Western King Wrasse, etc). An enormous Sryinx aruanus in silty
sand, + octopus. We returned for a night dive, sea a bit choppier, added nudibranchs, batfish, seahares, baler
shells, volutes, Star Octopus, Southern Bobtail (tiny cuttlefish), Western Shovelnose Stingray.

�

Point Peron: a park in Rockingham, south of Perth, we swam a bit N of west out from shore by the car park,
max depth 4 m, vis 5-8 m. Large rocks, kelp, some swim-throughs, small caves, diverse fish species, several
baler shells, urchins, overall a colorful and interesting dive.

�

More info on all these sites and many more on the excellent Howies Scuba site. Despite the variable
conditions we saw many species we didn’t see boat diving, and with 5-7 mm wetsuits the experience would
have been much more comfortable.

Australia: Land: 
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------------------------------------
"Shore diving Karratha - sand, crocodiles and cowries" 

Pilbara Dive Center in Karratha shore diving, Dec 2023 (Rpt #13059 , Photos) 
by Keith Willmott (Email author), FL, US. Contributor 17 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, Belize, Panama (Coiba, Pearl Is) St Vincent and Grenadines, UK, Red Sea (Sharm), Myanmar,
Sulawesi (Wakatobi), Philippines (Mindoro, Palawan), Solomons (Guadalcanal), New Zealand (Poor
Knights), Papua New Guinea, west Australia. 
Airport:  Karratha. Getting There:  
We decided to stop here a couple of days while driving from Exmouth to Broome - it's about 6 hrs from
Exmouth. There are limited flights to Karratha.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  24 to 27 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  2 to 3 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We decided to stop in Karratha en route from Exmouth to Broome. Local operator Pilbara Dive Center does
trips to islands off the Burrup Peninsula, but were not organizing anything during our stay given that it was
the Christmas period and not the best time of year to dive anyway (hot and windy). Still, we wanted to do
some diving and they very kindly arranged rental gear for us (even though they were officially closed), and
offered very helpful advice about shore dives. We stayed in Dampier (slightly run-down, remote, non-
touristy small town), and headed to Withnell Bay, an enclosed bay NE of Dampier on W side of Burrup
Peninsula, hoping to do a night dive. Unfortunately, wind was coming precisely from NW, blowing straight
into the bay, rough, zero vis, and a posted crocodile warning. We returned next morning (access rd was
rough, sandy, but OK in 2WD, could be tricky if wet) in calmer conditions, swam out from boat launch site
over sandy/gravelly bottom with scattered 50cm coral bommies and weed-covered rocks, depth 4 m, vis 2-3
m. Numerous sea hares, anemone-fish, couple species butterflyfish, several species nudibranchs.
Unfortunately, all possible dive sites on sheltered, east side of Burrup Peninsula were off-limits since the
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dirt access roads were being paved, and were closed. On advice of Pilbara Dive, we headed east 20 mi or so
to Point Samson, to night-dive off the beach in Point Samson Community Park. We entered by the rocks on
the NW side of the bay, scattered, silt-covered rocks and sand, very little apparent life. Nevertheless, we
soon started finding numerous invertebrates - nudibranchs, flatworms, 6-7 species of cowries, flatworms,
bubble shells, pair of squid guarding eggs, overall an unorthodox but enjoyable dive. At right time of year,
and with a bit more exploration, seems possible that these shore dives could be an entertaining intermission
between boat dives, especially at night.

------------------------------------
"Thoroughly Enjoyed" 

Siversonic/Sheraton Mirage in Port Douglas, Sep 2024 (Rpt #13093) by Valerie LOVAN 
(Email author), CA, US.  Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Palau, Curacao, Bonaire, Cozumel, Belize, NY, NJ, Florida, Aruba, Cancun, CA, PA, Grand Cayman, Little
Cayman,. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
Flew to Cairns and then a shared coach for the hour-ish ride to Port Douglas.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
They told us our max dive time & depth during the site briefing. Then, after each dive, they asked us for our
max depth & time from our computers to record on their manifest.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There was a dedicated bucket for cameras. There were a lot of tables in the dry section of the boat.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Quicksilver picked us up in a van from our hotel. We checked in at the shop and had releases to fill in on the
boat. Met the divemaster who informed us we'd be in a group of six. There were multiple groups of divers,
including discover scuba. We seemed to have been divided into groups based on our experience levels. Our
group of six was composed of very capable divers. Everyone was respectful of time, space and sealife. We
had one divemaster leading our group.
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�

If renting gear, it's already on the boat. After meeting the divemaster, they called divers to the back of the
boat, hand out equipment and assign tanks. Tanks, regulators and BCs were already set up for the renters.
Our group of six were all on the same bench and, space wise, it was fine. Not too crowded to comfortably
gear up.

�

After setting up gear, there was a dive briefing with our group of 6 divers, discussing signals, time and
depth limits, etc. Ten minutes before getting to the site, they called the divers to the back of the boat to gear
up. After gearing up, there was a site briefing.

�

The operators timed things out so different dive groups entered the water together. I was impressed with the
organization. Considering how many divers and snorkelers were on the boat, it didn't feel chaotic.

�

The divemaster set a comfortable pace, pointed out sealife and kept us away from the new / discover scuba
divers.

�

There were 2 more dives, each at difference sites along Agincourt Reef. 15 minute SIT before dive 2. There
was a longer SIT before dive 3, which allowed time to eat (they provided a warm lunch).

�

It was about an hour boat ride to and from the reef. The boat was spacious and it was easy to find a
comfortable place to rest. 

�

Everyone I interacted with was very nice - divemaster, coach driver, shop clerk, other divers etc.

�

Reef was healthier than I expected. Saw nudibranchs, shrimp, anemones, seastars, clams, urchins, many
schools of small tropical fish, limited large fish, very nice variety of corals.   

�

My only complaint is that we were limited to 45 minute dives, which had me returning to the boat with half
a tank of air. All dives were 60 feet max depth. From pick up to drop off was an 8 hour day with about an
hour and thirty minutes of diving.

�

I recommend this operation if you have 1 day to dive in Port Douglas. Next time, I'm going to aim for a
liveaboard for 3 or more days.

------------------------------------
"Interesting pier dive with excellent dive operator" 
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Swan Dive/N/A in Busselton/Busselton Jetty, Jan 2023 (Rpt #13053 , Photos) 
by Keith Willmott (Email author), FL, US. Contributor 17 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, Belize, Panama (Coiba, Pearl Is) St Vincent and Grenadines, UK, Red Sea (Sharm), Myanmar,
Sulawesi (Wakatobi), Philippines (Mindoro, Palawan), Solomons (Guadalcanal), New Zealand (Poor
Knights), Papua New Guinea. 
Getting There:  
We drove from Perth, c 2.5 hr, scenic drive, kangaroos in the fields.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  22 to 22 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. Visibility:  8 to 10 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Back on boat in 1 hr. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We did a night dive at Busselton Jetty with Swan Dive. The jetty is 1.8 km long, and the end section is a
popular dive site. When we were there an underwater observatory was under construction and the jetty was
closed, but still diveable by boat. Swan Dive were fantastic, one of my top 5 dive operator experiences.
Friendly, relaxed, knowledgeable staff, spacious dive boat, just took us to the site (15 mins from their dock
in Geographe Marina), let us dive, got us home, no fuss, unnecessary lectures, bravado, etc. We all rented 7
mm wetsuits and were very glad to have done so. The dive involves swimming up and down the various
lines of jetty pylons, which are covered in soft corals and sponges, and exploring the surrounding sand,
weed and debris for small creatures. We saw a Leafy Filefish, several octopus, scorpionfish, and 3-4
nudibranchs, sadly unidentified as my camera battery unexpectedly died a few minutes into the dive.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Pristine remote reefs at Rowley Shoals, north west Western Australia." 
Odyssey Expeditions in Rowley Shoals, Western Austral, Oct 2024 (Rpt #13184 ,

Australia: Liveaboard: 
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https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/SwanDive_BusseltonBusseltonJetty_report_13053.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/SwanDive_BusseltonBusseltonJetty_report_13053.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=13053
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=kwillmott
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/OdysseyExpeditions_RowleyShoalsWesternAustral_report_13184.html



