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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Stay with whale guide at all times. No freediving down to whales allowed.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
We were snorkeling from inflatables. There were no accommodations for UWP.  Most people would lay
their cameras on seats or floor of the boat. Rinsing and battery charging were likely done in the fales.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This trip was originally booked in 2019 with Cindi LaRaia at Dive Discovery.  After being cancelled due to
covid we finally got re-booked for 2023 and made the trip. We stayed at Sandy Beach Resort on Foa island
in the Ha'apai group.  We were there to snorkel with humpbacks. The whale swims are 6hrs long (9-3)with
lunch & drinks provided.  The boats are 24ft inflatables/twin outboards (no head) with sun covers over the
rear areas.  The bow area is fully exposed to the sun(bring sunscreen). There are 8 people per boat plus
captain & guide. Only 4 people allowed in the water 15 minutes at a time. When whales are spotted you
gear up as fast as you can, slide over the tubes and follow the guide to the whales kicking as fast as you can
for 50-75 yards sometimes farther. You're required to stay 15 ft from the whales but often they swim by
closer before you can move away. We had one playful female baby charge at us multiple times coming very
close then veering off at the last second as if playing chicken with us. Very exhilarating! Food at the resorts
was very good and plentiful the only downside were the dozens of flies at breakfast & lunch.  Matafonua
Lodge,(sister resort) had a better lunch menu. Less flies here probably due to being on the windward side &
use of flypaper. We snorkeled Matafonua's lagoon, hence the 3 star rating for snorkeling. Everything in the
lagoon was small. No large fish or corals anywhere.  Staff at both lodges were very friendly and Peta helped
us greatly when we had to re-book a cancelled flight.

------------------------------------

Turks and Caicos (12 Reports)

Turks and Caicos Diving Overview: 
This island group, south of the Bahamas and north of the Virgins, features awesome walls and clear water.
Provo, the glitzy tourist island, has spectacular beaches, but shallow water and it's an hour's boat ride to the
better diving of South or West Caicos. Grand Turk is a funky, laid-back island that has a dramatic wall right
offshore and occasional fishy surprises. Salt Cay has pretty diving plus the wreck of HMS Endymion, a
British 18th Century frigate, and the boats visit Grand Turk's wall. Bring a sweater in the winter; it can get
cool in the evenings. The flight to Provo from Miami is a little over an hour. Hurricanes? The islands took a
double blow from both Irma and Maria in 2017.
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Turks and Caicos Seasonal Planner: 
During the rainy season, June through November, average monthly rainfall averages about 2.5 inches (more
than 6cm) a month. The dry season runs from January to May, and the monthly average drops to about 1
inch (25mm). Winter temperatures can drop to 60°F (16°C) but average about 77°F (25°C). Bring a
jacket for evenings, since the wind may kick up and it gets chilly. Northerly winds can disrupt the diving
periodically. Summer brings temperatures back up to 90°F-plus (32°C). Water temperatures range from
a low of 71°F (22°C) in winter to a high of 80°F-plus (27°C) during summer.

Land-Based
"Trying T&C for Diving" 

AquaTCI/VRBO, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12831) by Francis Loncar (Email author), WI, US. 
Contributor 13 reports filed and 6 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Kauai, Cozumel, Fla Keys, Wisconsin, Palau, Maui, Grand Cayman, Aruba, St Lucia, Puerto Rico, Turks &
Caicos. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
American and Delta are the main US airlines serving PLS, although I saw a SWA plane. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  80 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Stay within sight of the DM, but  lots of freedom once they trusted you, max dive time 60 minutes. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
The reason for the rating is that the visibility actually decreased as the weather grew nicer and calmer.  Most
pictures unless they were macro were not great.  No fault of the dive op. 

----- Overall Comments -----
T&C is all wall diving, thus it can be intimidating for novices, one needs control as the wall plunges down
150+ feet from a top of 50 feet deep.  At first the diving was fairly blah, all the dive spots looked the same,
particularly since it took 45 to 115 minutes of boat time to get there.  The three major dive areas are NW
Corner, West Caicos and French Cay.  We did have a bad start with constant rainstorms and then a tropical
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storm that passed just west of the island.  This may have contributed to the suppressed fish life, because as
the weather cleared the fish life increased by the day.  This gave us a much better impression of the diving
before we had to leave.

�

A shark sighting was common for each dive, but usually 100 feet off the wall in the blue.  We saw only one
turtle while diving, but usually spotted them on the surface between dives.  Stingrays were found on about
half the dives.  All the usual eels, lobsters, crab, barracuda, etc were seen.  Some of the small life was
interesting, like lots of yellow headed jaw fish.  The diving areas are part of marine parks and it appears no
fishing is enforced considering the number of yellow fin tuna swimming around.  The coral itself is severely
bleached but the owner stated it generally comes back over the winter.  Our boat captain came here from the
US in 1971, and helped establish the diving business when the island had no resorts or modern amenities. 
So interesting history.

�

Diving is fairly pricey with all the fees and taxes levied.  A few of the resorts have their own dive ops, so
the number of independent dive ops to choose from is limited.  Water is warm even in Nov with the DMs
only wearing a vest and the divers that opted for a wetsuit wore at most a 3 mil shorty.  The boats are
Newtons, well equipped, and the number of divers are limited allowing for elbow room.  We brought our
own dive gear, but the rental gear looked in good condition, all ScubaPro.  Dive computers are mandatory.

�

One interesting item is that the dive ops are scrupulous over cert cards, never had to be requested to send
photos of all my dive cards, front and back.

�

We also tried 2 trips with Dive Provo, who mainly serve the once a year resort divers, but for experienced
divers as long as you have a buddy you are free to go where you like, just be at the safety stop after 55
minutes.  Meanwhile the rest of the divers are herded around in bright yellow shirts, a simple expedient for
the DMs.

�

Driving around the island is on the left side of the road with rental cars being a mix of right and left hand
drive.  Most everything is on island time except for driving which is adult bumper cars, and the dive boat
leaves on time. 

�

------------------------------------
"Great for novice divers, skip if you're a world traveler" 

Dive Provo /Ocean Club WestGreat for novice div, Dec 2022 (Rpt #12299) 
by  Steven Cohen (Email author), VA, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and 4 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Galapagos, Cocos, Fiji, Hawaii,Indonesia,Maldives,Guadelupe,Mexico,Islas Revillagigedos,. 
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Airport:  TCI. Getting There:  
Flew nonstop from IAD on United.  Also serviced by American & Delta. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food: N/A Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
100 feet/60 minutes. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]Boats have a small tub for cameras, no dedicated photo table.  I was only one most dives with a
camera bigger than a GoPro (I have Olympus TG6 in housing, on a tray with video lights)so it wasn't a
problem.  If you have a big rig, you're not going to be happy.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[Dive Provo is a well run operation.  It has 3 boats (all with marine heads) and 2 shower heads for a quick
rinse after the dive.  Each day starts with a boat safety briefing.  There are 2 dive masters aboard and one
leads the dives while the other helps divers in and out of the water.  They give a thorough briefing of each
dive site.  Buddy pairs can dive on their own.  Non buddies are given neon yellow shirts and they dive with
the dive master/guide.  Most of the dive guides go very slowly which is great for
photographers/videographers.  The dive guides try to find critters to point out.  The only rub.  There’s not
much to see if you remember what T&C used to be like.  All of the dive sites are at least a 45-60 minute
boat ride from the marina. 

 French Caye looks like a bomb went off.  2 hurricanes have devastated the reef and stony coral tissue
disease has taken its toll.  Where there used to be 6-8 sharks under the boat, we saw 1 the whole dive.  1
Eagle ray. No turtles here.  West Caicos had more marine life and there actually was some hard coral, but
the storms and other environmental pressures have reduced the number of critters and corals significantly. 
Northwest Point was a little worse.  The guides did their best to try to make the dives interesting but
unfortunately they don’t have a lot to work with anymore.  The divers with less than 150 dives thought the
diving was great which shows that they have a different frame of reference from me.  I shot less than 7
minutes of video over 8 dives.

�
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We stayed at Ocean Club West in Grace Bay.  We had a beautiful suite with 2 bathrooms, full kitchen (we
used for breakfast and lunch) and a screened in balcony on either end.  We had a beautiful view of the ocean
and pool from our room.  My wife was really happy with the resort. OCW is within walking distance of
many fine restaurants, a supermarket,  & Dive Provo’s dive shop.  However, all of the trips left from one of
2 marinas and unless you have a car, transfers round trip are $20/day.  

�

Everything is very expensive on Providenciales (a loaf of bread was $10!) and dinners at the restaurants we
chose cost about $125/ 2 people without drinks.

�

If you want a really nice beach vacation, Turks & Caicos fits the bill.  If you’re an experienced diver, you
will be disappointed with what you’ll see here.  If you just want to get wet and experience diving, it’s OK. 
Otherwise, if you want much better diving, head to Roatan or Cuba.

None]

------------------------------------
"not the best dive experience" 

Dive Provo , Aug 2023 (Rpt #12517) by marc lippman (Email author), DC, US. 2 reports filed.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
anywhere the water is warm. 
Airport:  provodenciales. Getting There:  
short direct flight from miami. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations: N/A Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]close to none. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]there were no shore facilities. we were directed to a boat which had INADEQUATE rinse tanks for
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the cameras.. 
----- Overall Comments -----

[None]the boat we reasonably equipped but crowded. the freshwater tank for cameras held 1 camera. not
adequate. the snacks provided for a two tank dive that involved  45 minutes of motoring each way and a 1
hour surface interval were really skimpy. no bottled water.dive briefing was short and not particularly
interesting or helpful. on two of the dives the accompanying dive master TRAILED behind the divers thus
not in any way helping find interesting things. 

most annoying was that one of our group developed tinnitus and nausea after the second dive so we
cancelled the next day with nearly 24 hours notice. NO REFUND.

------------------------------------
"Land Based Limitations on Providenciales" 

Dive Provo /Ports of Call, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12749) by  David Van Ryn (Email author), IN, US. 
Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed and 9 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 

Where Else Diving:  
Multiple Caribbean destinations, Pacific,. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Many airlines and options. Not all are reliable.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth and duration by training. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Boats had a separate tank for cameras. No experience with shore based facilities.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Our annual educational dive group made a trip to T&C in November. Our plans changed in Spring and we
were lucky to find room for our group of 30. Lots of airlines fly in to Provo but flights can be unreliable.
The airport itself is a mess. Crowded, inefficient and hot. Reminds me of 3rd world countries. The island is
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pretty in a Caribbean way. Our hotel was clean and largely comfortable although AC reliability was an
issue. Breakfast included. Rooms are decent and ring a pool. Mini fridge included. The resort was about a
5-10 min walk to the beautiful Grace Bay beach. Shuttle also available. Hotel staff was friendly and helpful.
Good grocery across the parking lot for food/beverages. We found many of the island staff to be somewhat
indifferent/sullen to tourists which is odd for an island dependent on tourism. The island itself is very
expensive. It's hard to find a simple/cheap meal. 

Dive Provo seems to be a well run operation. They were not terribly flexible at times. Their stateside office
helped with arrangements which was a big help. Because there are essentially no docks on Grace Bay diving
is done from the marina. Each day involves a taxi from hotel to/from marina. Because the marina is on
central south side the result is 1 hour+ boat ride to virtually all dive sites. If there are swells/chop this can be
brutal and even on smooth days this adds 2 hours to the day. No shore dives or night dives. Boats are
modern but smallish. Max 15 divers. Some cover from sun is available. Boats had marine heads, fresh water
showers and seemed to be in good shape. Water/snacks provided. Boat staff was friendly and helpful. Very
willing to help with gear, entry/exit etc. TJ, John, Will and Shaina took good care of us. Dive sites were in
rough shape - lots of bleaching/dead coral. Water too warm. Visibility was OK not great. Mostly wall dives
and profiles seem to be on the deeper side. There were decent fish spotted, lots of sharks and some turtles.
Locations are determined by mooring balls, some of which are damaged or missing. Diving does not seem
to be a big priority to the government. Hopefully that improves in the future.

------------------------------------
"South Caicos - Dead Coral But Lots of Big Things" 

East Bay Resort, Feb 2023 (Rpt #12358 , Photos) has 2 Helpful Votes by Paul Barrett 
(Email author), NM, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and 9 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bonaire, Caymans, Cozumel, Honduras, Truk, Sipidan, Phillipines. 
Airport:  South Caicos. Getting There:  
You fly through Providenciales and either catch a charter set up by the resort or regular Caribbean Airlines
flight from Providenciales to South Caicos. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  77 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
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Large Pelagics:  
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
No freshwater camera dunk tanks on the boat.  They were discontinued due to COVID but there was a table
and the dive crew handled cameras well.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
East Bay Resort, South Caicos, Turks and Caicos Islands, British West Indies

�

I was fortunate to spend five weeks on South Caicos in 1980 and this was my first trip back.  It was
fascinating, nostalgic, and tragic all in one trip.

�

We stayed at the only dive operation currently operating on the island, East Bay Resort.  The facilities were
very nice with clean rooms, balconies, and air conditioning.  Rooms included washer/driers although mine
was inoperable and others from my group found the same thing.  This was a minor inconvenience because
we were only there a week and shorts and T-shirts were the norm.

�

(On a side note, East Bay is in the process of converting to a Marriot Autograph destination resort.  I’m not
clear on what that means but I suspect it will change from a dive resort to a resort that offers diving.)

�

The food was consistently good and served in a buffet with options for vegetarian and other dietary
restrictions. Except for alcohol, the resort is all inclusive. 

�

The dive crew, consisted of James, Ethan, Virgile, and Duane the Boat Captain.  When we arrived, we were
each supplied with a mesh bag.  Before the first dive we put all the equipment in the bag except for our BCs
and left them outside our rooms.  At the end of each day, we only took cameras or items we needed for the
evening back to our rooms.  The dive crew then dunked all our gear and wetsuits in fresh water and returned
it to the boats.

�

Each morning we’d meet in the lobby at 8:30, get picked up in a van and driven a short distance to the dock
to board the boat.  We’d do two dives then return in the early afternoon.  We had the option of a third dive
later in the day.  We were told that night dives are not available because there were no flights to get an
injured diver to Providenciales or elsewhere for medical care in the evening.

�

Ocean temperatures were 77° - 78° so I wore a full 3mm wetsuit.  Nitox is available for free for those that
wish to use it. Although most dive sites were a 15-to-20-minute ride from the dock, a storm had just passed
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and the seas were a little rough.  Some days we’d return to the dock between the first two dives to let those
prone to motion sickness rest on solid ground.  Bonine worked wonders for most of us.

�

The boat held eighteen divers with two tanks for each. Each dive we’d enter the water with a giant stride. 
The crew hung a long floating rope off the stern.  At the end of each dive, we’d grab the line, take our fins
off, and pull ourselves back to the ladders.  We’d pass our fins and cameras to a crewmember who also
steadied the ladder than climb aboard.  The ladders could swing wildly due to the rough seas so the crew
emphasized the use of the rope until they could steady the ladder.  After the first few dives, we all had it
down.

�

Forty years ago, I’d have said South Caicos was the best diving in the Caribbean.  It has a wall that drops
from 80 to 7000 feet!  There were extensive stands of staghorn and elkhorn coral and fantastic fish
diversity.  Unfortunately, in 2019 black band disease swept through the reef and now most of the coral is
dead.  With it went much of the fish fauna.

�

Surprisingly, the large animals remain.  It was common to see a half dozen spotted eagle rays and several
Caribbean reef sharks on a dive.  We also saw turtles, barracuda, and enormous sting rays on most dives. 
Parrot fish remain, I assume consuming algae instead of coral, and some of the smaller fish remain, just not
in great numbers. We also heard humpback whales on many dives and although we didn't see them
underwater, we did occasionally from the surface,

�

One optimistic note is the School for Field Studies has a campus on the island and is working, in
conjunction with the government of Turks and Caicos, on coral propagation and restoration projects.  I don’t
know if I’ll live to see the results but someday this maya gain become one of the go to dive locations in the
Caribbean.

�

�

]

------------------------------------
"Best ever surface interval" 

Provo Turtle Divers/vrbo, Feb 2023 (Rpt #12740) by  Stacey Garrison DDS (Email author),
 MI, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[florida keys,ponce de leon park,caribean,curacao,bonaireUnspecified]. 
Getting There:  
Grand Rapids Mi to Turks with 1 stop . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A 
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
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Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
folow the guide[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
1 or 2. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Turks and Caicos is a beautiful island. Friendly people safe to travel and a lot of fun even though they drive
on the wrong side of the road.

Very pricy-a 6 pack of regular beer is $25.  We ate breakfasts in our apartment and about 1/2 the lunches
and dinners and my bill at the grocery store was $550 for 1 week.  A meal out ran $100 just for like burgers
or tacos. Not complaining-just saying.

Since my wife cannot dive-bad ears I do just one dive on a boat during the week but snorkel several times a
day.  We were near Beaches resort and there was a reef right in front.  Just short walk but easy to snorkel. 
However a short 5 minute drive to Smiths Reef and a 300 meter walk was fantastic snorkeling from the
beach. 50 meters off shore was a reef 100 x 50 meters I saw many sea turtles and 8 eagle rays in a 1 hour
snorkel. healthy coral and many fish.  I went there 4 or 5 times during the week. Few, people around big
dollar homes-that is why so few people.

On my day to dive we went out and dove to about 60 feet turtles rays a sand shark-which I did not see and
alot of fish.

However on our slow meander to the next dive site we were surrounded by at least 100 dolphins the whole
time. Jumping ,chasing smacking their tails.  Several other boats came around to enjoy it with us.  Next
thing you know a humpback whale and her calf breeched right next to the boat.  We then followed at a
distance for the next 1/2 hour.  What an experience-the surface show was the best I have ever seen.  Made
for one of my best dive experiences ever.

------------------------------------
"Enjoyable diving in South Caicos, diving cut short" 

Reef Divers/East Bay Resort in South Caicos Island, Jan 2023 (Rpt #12324
) has 1 Helpful Vote by Fred Dinkler (Email author), ID, US.  and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]. 
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Airport:  South Caicos Airport (XSC). Getting There:  
Intercaribbean Airlines and Caicos Express fly to XSC from Providenciales ($135 round trip)
Flights into Providenciales from MIA, DFW, JFK, Charlotte, Toronto and UK on British Airways,
American, United and Delta.
South Caicos airport is expanding to accommodate direct flights. A new terminal building is under
construction. The new tower, admin offices and firefighter garage were just completed the day we left.
The current XSC terminal is a white wedding tent with a gate agent and folding chairs. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Diving is in a marine reserve, so no gloves, no fishing, no touching. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  Squadrons. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
East Bay resort is in transition. Later this year (2023) it will be renovated into a high-end resort with
expanded restaurants, multiple pools with saunas and a large dive shop.  The current plans are to reopen in
2024 under a new name "Saltera" managed by Marriott. Diving will continue to be operated by Reef Divers.

�

The rooms were well appointed, with full kitchen, comfortable beds, lots of hot water and multiple air
conditioners.  The TV cable reception via land relays was poor at  times, and was subject to weather
conditions. Digicel is the local provider and offered a few standard US channels (MSNBC, CNN, History,
etc.)  Cell reception for AT&T was good the entire time - passing data was also fast on a $10/day
international plan.

�

The resort has less than 20 people the time we were there, when clearly it could hold 10x that many. The
food was plentiful if a bit repetitous, but you could order from a menu if you wanted more variety.

The dive boat was a 44' made-for-diving single deck with room for 20 divers, twin John Deere deisels, in
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good shape and well designed.  

�

All the dive spots were less than 20 minutes from the dock. In each spot, the corals were plentiful, and we
always spotted large rays rooting in the sand, Green Morays, and a squadron of three or four Spotted Manta
rays and sharks cruising past.

�

Two dive masters had taken vacation over Christmas and both decided not to return, leaving the resort with
a single dive master (Ethan) who did his job well.  Unfortunately, Ethan became ill with sinusitis and
tonsilitis, and the last three dive days were cancelled.  The resort gave us credit for the lost days at any of
their other properties. Reef Divers explained they were limited in replacing the dive master from their
Caribbean operations due to work permit paperwork.

�

We enjoyed the trip, the diving, the friendly people, and the great weather, and will come back to spend
Marriot points when the new resort opens next year.

------------------------------------
"Winter time Get Away" 

Reef Divers/East Bay Resort in South Caicos, Jan 2023 (Rpt #12341) 
by William Lombardi (Email author), VA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caymans (Little & Grand), Bonaire, Fiji, Honduras, Belize, Dominica, Bahamas, Indonesia,. 
Airport:  South Cacios. Getting There:  
U.S. to Provo, then flight to South Cacios. Can also take ferry from Provo.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  74 to 77 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Follow dive guide and no decompression dives. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  1 or 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
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Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Big camera table with fresh water rinse..Helped with camera before and after dives.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We arrived at East Bay Resort on Saturday, checked in without issue and had a great evening. Air temps
were in the mid 70’s Diving was cancelled on Sunday due to 25 mph winds and dive guide having sinus
problems. The remaining diving days were as scheduled with two in the morning and one in the afternoon.
We were picked up at the resort by van with a short ride to the dive boats.  Turns out the dive boats came
from Little Cayman Dive Resort.  The dive leader was excellent, providing predive instruction. Truly
boutique divng. Water temps were in low 70’s and winds were between 15 to 20 mph most days. The reefs
were partially covered with sand due to hurricane this past year, so not great. We did see eagle rays,
stingrays, turtles, reef and nurse sharks However, the most exciting experience was listening to humpback
Whales during one of dives.  The resort is planning to do a significant restoration and expansion this coming
year.

------------------------------------
"New South Caicos Resort & Diving" 

Reef Divers/East Bay Resort in South Caicos, Jan 2023 (Rpt #12392) by Larry Sandusky 
(Email author), ID, US. Contributor 13 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, PNG, Yucatan, Belize, Honduras, Turks & Caicos, Hawaii, Caymans. 
Airport:  South Caicos. Getting There:  
Providenciales, Turks & Caicos. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  76 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
5 mm. Visibility:  30 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth & Time. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
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Camera Table only. 
----- Overall Comments -----

Reef Divers is an excellent company with a fine safety record and skilled dive guides and support staff.   
East Bay's dive operation appeared to be a shoe string operation with only 2 boats and shifting cast of dive
guides.     We had a terrific dive guide in Jon and dive guide Ethan was widely respected and liked by the
divers on the other boat.     However, there is no backup staff nor backup dive boat, so there's no margin for
error.  A boat grounding the next week after our visit put this to the test.

�

Unoccupied parts of the resort is being remodeled. Our room was a former condo, spacious and nice,
kitchen, washer/dryer.   Resort grounds are quite nice, beach is gorgeous and we enjoyed our stay very
much.   This is a good thing, as South Caicos has little else to offer.   You should like an isolated resort
without night life outside, since South Caicos is largely undeveloped.    Minimal shopping, groceries,
anything really.

�

Resort staff is superbly service oriented and friendly.   Wind was very common and produces lots of chop
and difficult boarding conditions despite the "valet diving" model of staff assistance.

�

Lots of eagle rays, sting rays, white tips and nurse sharks, but fewer reef fish of the most common types. 
January cold water required 5mm and vests for many.    

�

Uncrowded resort (50% occupancy), well run and pleasant but major growth is planned and dive operations
seem a small part of a major hotel in future.    Enjoyed the resort, but a large scale expansion may change it
too much for this older diver.  Not sure resort will be compatible with the small, budget air terminal without
service and limited aircraft size.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Great crew, okay diving" 
Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Nov 2022 (Rpt #12335) has 1 Helpful Vote 
by Peter Pinkerton (Email author), NY, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and 9 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Carribbean, Maldives, Australia, Truk Lagoon, Costa Rica, French Polynesia, Solomons, Indonesia,
Philippines, Yap, Cozumel, Curacao, Belize, Statia, Great Lakes, Niagara River...and lots of other places!. 
Airport:  Provo. Getting There:  
Direct flight from Atlanta. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
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