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So, after 26 hoursin airplanes, not counting time in airports | was admittedly disappointed. | enjoyed the
country and the people, and the camel steak was to die for, but as for the diving, | think not.

I’d return to Cocos, the Socorro’'s, Palau or Chuk tomorrow, but as for the Red Seal think not.
[None]

Liveaboards

"far exceeded our expectations"
all star liveaboard, Oct 2023 (Rpt #12689) by Marcelene Wrona (Email author), M1, US.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
[Unspecified]Fiji , bahamas bonaire curacao, St.lucia,St. Eustatia north carolinaflorida california,canada
turks & caicos roatan,dominica grenada.
Airport: hurgahda. Getting There:
Detroit to paristo cairo .

————— Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ Beginners: i Valuefor $$: drd ki
Dive Operation: ¥ Accommodations: % ¥ Food: i
Service and Attitude: Jdr A A Environmental Sensitivity: Jrir i %k
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas:. choppy. Water: 83to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
100 to 150 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified].

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins: 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: Y% Tropical Fish: Y d ¥ Small Critters: ¥ i ¥
LargeFish: Wi d ik Large Pelagics: i

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: Wir i Subject Matter: Jriddr i
Boat Facilities: Y d ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].

[None]

"Daedelus, Elphinstone & Fury Shoals - Excellent Service & Crew!"
Blue Planet Liveaboards in Daedalus Elphinstone Fury Shoa, Oct 2023 (Rpt #12761)

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 727/864
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by Katie Alpers (Email author), CI, Cayman Islands. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
UK, Cayman, Malta, Indonesia, French Polynesia, Red Sea..
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
Flight to Cairo, then Marsa Alam. 15 minute drive to Port Ghalib where Liveaboard departs..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %% ¥  Beginners &  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: ¥ Accommodations; Wi ki Food: i
Service and Attitude: ¥ dr i Environmental Sensitivity: dk %
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. cam. Water: 80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
30 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Max depth 40m, bottom time 60 mins, min 3 mins from deco..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins: 1 or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: % ik Tropical Fish: %% %%  Small Critters; %¥
LargeFish: %%  LargePeagics. k¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %%  Subject Matter: %% %%  Boat Facilities: %k ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Small charging area on deck - plenty of sockets. Plenty of other table space in lounge & dining room if you
wanted to fiddle with your housing. Only charge phones & camerasin your cabin if you are also in the
cabin. Under no circumstances leaves items charging inside unattended..
----- Overall Comments -----

We booked a weeks diving with Blue Planet Liveaboards on board Blue Storm.

We made the reservation through Liveaboards.com, but soon found that dealing directly with Blue Planet
was more efficient.

We selected Blue Storm as it had the least number of people booked on the boat, and were lucky to have a
total of 14 divers out of a possible 24. Lovely mix of people - British, German, American, and Columbian in
their 40's & 50's.

Dive staff (Tarek & Wiel) and crew were exceptional. Detailed briefings, very safety conscious, humorous,
professional. The service was second to none - assisted with gearing up, as well as taking off wetsuits,
ensuring suits were dry for the next dive and waiting at your station. Fabulous hot showers on deck after
each dive. Food service, variety & presentation was wonderful - snacks available 24/7, as were hot & cold
drinks. If anything there was too much food!
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For the overnight crossings in rough seas, they reminded us to take medication if needed, and even provided
it for us. | was sick and unable to dive 1 day during the trip, and the crew looked after me with a constant
supply of ginger tea and medications to help settle my stomach, checking on me throughout the day. They
really went above & beyond.

Its been 10 years since | last dived the Red Sea. Volume of liveaboards at each location was as expected -
sometimes as many as 14 others. We were fortunate to rarely come across another group during the dives.
Staff were flexible in the schedule so we could avoid the other groups as much as possible.

Conditions at the surface were hazardous, with so many zodiacs zipping in and around the liveaboards. Y ou
needed to have your wits about you. As adive pro, | was horrified at the potential for accidents involving
props and oblivious floaty divers! | couldn’t imagine dealing with that kind of stress on adaily basis. Tarek
& Wiel had a system where each diver would surface, holding the line of the dive guides SMB, so each
person surfaced one at atime, directly below the marker.

We wanted to see Oceanic White Tips (Longimanus) and had a handful of close encounters as they cruised
under the boat during our safety stops. However, | saw no other sharks on the trip (my husband saw 1
distant hammerhead). Rumour hasit that after a spate of tourists were nipped by sharksin 2019, Daedalus
was closed (by the Government) to all dive boats for one week. Since then - shark sightings have been few
and far between...hmmm?!

The hard corals were magnificent - acres & acres of healthy reef asfar as the eye could see. We only saw
one or two small patches of diseased/dead cora during the week. We saw afew Napoleon Wrasse, a pod of
dolphins (they were at the surface, we were at 100ft sadly!), clownfish & anemones, and a great variety of
fish. Only a handful of nudibranchs, no frogfish. | felt there was a much greater variety of crittersin Dahab
(northern Red Sea) 10 years ago - and much of that was shore diving.

My only complaint with regard to Blue Storm was the lack of fish & critter ID books available on board.
Prior to the trip | enquired directly, and through Liveaboard.com about the availability of books on board.
They assured me they would be available, so | left mine at home. When we got there, | found there was only
1 tatty fish ID book, and it was the German edition. | found that very disappointing as| like to research
what I’ ve seen after each dive.

Overall, awonderful trip, with 5 star service. Highly recommended!
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"Great guide, nice living accommodations, excellent food, some problems"
Emperor in southern Red Sea, Jun 2023 (Rpt #12503 , Photos) by Harvey Cohen
(Email author), NJ, US. % Sr. Contributor 25 reports filed and 17 Helpful Votes.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Gulf of Eilat, Bali, Komodo, Raja Ampat, Banda Sea, Red Sea, Fiji, Palau,
Coral Sea, Galapagos, many Caribbean locations, New Jersey, Florida, National Aquarium, Dutch Springs,
Silfra (Iceland), Panama (Pacific), Seattle Bay, Gardens of the Queen.
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
Direct flights from Europe and U.K. | flew Newark (USA) to Zurich to Marsa Alam, with a 23-hour layover
in Zurich. | stayed at a Zurich airport Hyatt hotel and took the very short train ride into Zurich old town for
adelightful day of sightseeing..

————— Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ Beginners: & Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: ¥ %  Accommodations. ¥ ¥ %  Food: Wk
Service and Attitude: drr A Ak Environmental Sensitivity: Jir Ak
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, choppy, currents. Water: 77 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm.
Visibility: 25 to 60 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
| hired a private guide. I'm not sure what restrictions were enforced on the other divers, but it appeared that
buddy teams could make their own way..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins: 1or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: > 2. Whales. None.
Corals: ¥ Tropical Fish: Y A% Small Critters: k¥
Large Fish: %l d Large Pelagics: Wik i
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's X%  Subject Matter: Wrirdr i i Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
There was no cameratable, compressed air, or space to sit at desk height and work on a PC or camera. The
salon had two very small coffee tables, and photographers could sit on low stools to work at these for as
long as their backs could tolerate..
----- Overall Comments -----
| booked in advance a private guide for USD500 (which seemsto be the typical Red Searate). Thisisthe
second time I've taken a private guide on a Red Sea liveaboard, and | think it's a fantastic value. My guide,
Muhamed, exceeded my expectationsin every respect.

Diving was almost always from RIBs. On pickup, the driver took the diver's gear and then pulled the diver
aboard by one arm. My shoulder joint, which isloose and somewhat arthritic, was quickly strained. In all
my decades of diving, thiswasthe first time | had ever seen a dive tender with no ladder. The other divers

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 730/864


https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/Emperor_southernRedSea_report_12503.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/Emperor_southernRedSea_report_12503.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=12503
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=hscohen

2024 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

(including one couple who had been on more than FIFTY Red Sea liveaboard trips) were equally surprised
and unhappy about the missing ladder, although they managed. | took a day off to let the strained shoulder
rest, then dived from the swim platform for the remaining days. My guide made this work well, and |
finished with atotal of 12 good dives (versus my typical 20 or more).

| will never again book a dive trip without ensuring that there is a ladder!

On the majority of divesthere were alot of golfball-sized white organismsin the water, so visibility often
was mediocre.

Floraand fauna were very good. | was able to video athresher shark checking me out on one dive, and a
hammerhead coming even closer on another dive.

Currents were occasionally strong, but the guides were able to navigate to more sheltered areas and nobody
ever had to hook in.

"Happy to dive in the Red Sea, not going back"
Grand Sea Explorer in Hurghada, Jul 2023 (Rpt #12809) by Alice Ribbens (Email author),
MN, US. % Contributor 19 reports filed and 18 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Komodo, Raja Ampat, Banda Sea, Philippines, Maldives, Palau, GBR, Fiji, British Columbia, Monterey,
Puget Sound, Hawaii, Bonaire, Turks & Caicos, Caymans, Honduras, Belize, Cozumel, Akumal, Sea of
Cortez, Lake Superior, Solomon Islands, St. Croix, St. Vincent, Socorro, Cuba, Lembeh, Ningal 0o, etc..
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
International flightsinto Hurghada or short flight from Cairo.

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: %X %  Beginners W%  Valuefor $$: Wik
Dive Operation: %% %  Accommodations: ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: Y dr i Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. choppy. Water: 79to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
2510 75 Fest.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Keep divesto ~1 hour, no deco.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %% ¥  Tropical Fish: % i Small Critters: i %
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics k¥

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's; % Subject Matter: Jrir ¥ Boat Facilities: ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
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Onerinse bin for electronics/cameras. If there were alot of people with big camerarigs, that would have
been problematic..

----- Overall Comments -----
We were part of a REEF trip on the Explorer Ventures Grand Sea Serpent. We traveled around Egypt for
about aweek before meeting up with the boat in Hurghada. We had some lost luggage issues when we first
arrived in Egypt and had to have some luggage delivered to the boat. The office at the marina was extremely
helpful in sorting that out via WhatsA pp and even sent me a photo of the luggage once it had arrived. (At
least half of the people in the REEF group had some sort of luggage issue--and one person never received
one of hisbags at al.)

The boat generaly is very comfortable and the diving was really good. There were some sites that they let
us dive on our own if we wanted or we could go with the guide. We enjoyed being able to explore and ook
for al kinds of different fish and critters.

However: the head dive guide seemed to rule with an iron fist, with the other dive guides and the rest of the
staff following whatever he told them to do. We asked repeatedly for a schedule for the day--even
approximate dive times--and nothing was ever posted. This was probably the only liveaboard I've ever been
on where there was no continental breakfast out before the first dive. We started asking for fruit or
something and then they provided it. The first day's dive and boat briefing went on for at least 2 hours--with
alot of people being jetlagged and hungry, | don't know how much information was actually absorbed.
They said we would do afire drill later in the day and we actually never did one. We were told not to charge
thingsin our rooms, but there wasn't any sort of dedicated charging area on the boat, just random plugsin
the salon that people would commandeer to charge their stuff.

At dinner, someone would tell us what time the first dive was the next day. Otherwise, the schedule was
often a bit of amystery.

The food generally was pretty good and they seemed to deal with everyone's various food issues
(vegetarian, gluten free, alergies, etc.) BUT anumber of people had some sort of Gl issues develop on the
boat and they seemed remarkably unbothered by this. They told us to use bottled water to brush our teeth
and "here's abox of medicine." Given the number of people getting sick, | think this was kitchen/cleanliness
related and not related to ingesting a small amount of tap water. [I've been on ~25 liveaboards all over the
world and this was the first time I've ever gotten any sort of food poisoning while on the boat.]

There was arinse tank for cameras and el ectronics, but nothing for wetsuits. They basically said "you can
rinse your gear at the end of thetrip." On the last day, there were still no rinse bins, just a freshwater hose
that all 18 of us were supposed to share. (One of the only boats I've been on where the staff did zero to help
you sort your gear at the end.) There were some staff on the boat that had obviously been told to help divers
in and out of their gear--wetsuit zippers, etc. Thiswas fine, but on the last day after the last dive, | was
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really cold and wanted to stop shivering before | broke down my gear. One of the "helpers’ immediately
started in on my wetsuit and started harassing me to break down my kit. Which seemed an exercise in
futility since | had to wait until everyone else got a turn with the freshwater hose.

And after the lecture about not using the electronics rinse bin for anything other than electronics, we saw the
head dive guide put his hood and mask in that bin.

To sum up, we're happy we dove in the Red Sea. We loved diving the Thistlegorm and some of the other
sites, but we're not going back.

"new pastures”

Mar Rosso in Saudi Arabia, Aug 2023 (Rpt #12525) has 2 Helpful Votes
by Michael Joest (Email author), ZZ, DE. " Top Contributor 41 reports filed and 28 Helpful Votes
. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
worldwide more than 100 destinations, mostly South Pacific and Asia, Africa and Caribbean.
Airport: Jeddah. e Ratings -----
Advanced: WA Beginners: k%  Valuefor $$: ki
Dive Operation: ¥ i Accommodations: ¥ Food: W& i
Serviceand Attitude: Wk i Environmental Sensitivity: dir i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: ¥

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas: cam, no currents. Water: 28to 33 °C. Wetsuit Thickness. mm.
Visibility: 30to 40 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
none.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: YAk Tropical Fish: & ¥ Small Critters: i ¥
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics k¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

“Visit and enjoy the Red Sealike it was 20 years ago” the ad said and each of you like me would have for
sure out of curiosity looked closer into this offer in our dive magazine. Well, it showed the first offer for a
live aboard in Saudi Arabia shortly before Covid came, S A introduced the tourist visa access for Europeans
in 2000. | wasinterested, as | dove Jordan at Tala Bay aready which was nice and not that far from the
border to S A where signs clearly stated warnings“ you are reaching the border ...” | did some research on
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S A but internet couldn’t tell me much on S A diving. Only John Bantin, who it seems was already in each
spot of the world, told me he was not that enthusiastic about Farasan. New things are always tempting and
so | looked into that special offer. They had two different trips, one to Farasan Banks which was supposed
to cruise around some offshore islands and visit steep drop offs with awesome soft and hard coral and the
chance to spot pelagic like hammerheads etc. This started in autumn until May. The other was Y anbu route
which went out of Jeddah cruising through many pristine coral gardens plus “seven reefs’ and “five sisters”.
| wanted warm water so | chose the latter and a 10 day trip to get a good impression of this areain August.
By that time a second travel agent had picked up this destination and voted for more comfort on aluxurious
boat. While my offer ran around 2140 € (without flights) this one charged aready 1928 € for 7 days. Money
concerned the Saudis are as smart as their Sudan “neighbors’. Folks are always ready and prepared to pay a
bit more for new things. So naturally there is the necessary visa which you can get with a bit of work on the
internet for 125 €, for permits marine park and service charge add another 405 € which is steep and you pay
on board. | never found any reference to a marine park on the internet, so | doubt this money goesto nature
protection. The roundtrip flight with Saudi Arabia Airlines from Frankfurt to Jeddah was 1200 which |
preferred with only 6 h in the air to cheaper offers with detour for around 500 and 12 hours of travel. | asked
for culture and things to do apart from diving but the travel agent was just starting with S A so she couldn’t
tell me much. The SA tourist web site showed alot of places, towns, markets, desert and other attractions
worth visiting, well maybe next time. Big surprise, one day prior to departure | get an email telling me, my
boat the Saudi Explorer was still sitting in dry dock in Egypt. Due to missing papers for departureto SA it
could not meet our scheduled trip. However the agency Mar Rosso down there managed to put their hands
on another boat, the luxurious Almonda, the cruise would go as planned. Hallelujal 6 h flight with Saudi
Airlines takes you into Jeddah. However we were already delayed in Frankfurt, sitting on the tarmac for 1.5
h with late and short explanation by the captain “problem with luggage + Frankfurt couldn’t offer afree slot
for take off. | saw on the internet that delay seemsto be aregular issue with S A Airlines. For meit wasthe
first time with an airline where passengers stand up long before the plane got to it"s gate or the seat belt sign
being switched off. They seem unable to force thisissue on their own folk. Passing customs and
immigration went fast and well and a guide was aready waiting for me at the huge round aguarium in the
entry hall. The boat was not fully booked, 14 Italian guest, a couple from Scotland, and | got a cabin for
myself lucky happy me. They gave a good and detailed briefing of the boat, even including the second exit
and the strictly forbidden charging of batteries in your room or without observation on the dive deck. |
checked the 2 nd exit right next to my room on the lower deck, it was a square small opening in the ceiling
of one cabin leading to ?7??

Shaab Suflami at the seven reefs was among the most spectacular dives. Thereef ispristineinit’s
surrounding, vis 30 + m, water at the surface 33 C down below 35 m around 28 C. It’s an oval plateau
nearly submerged at high tide. We had a rope from boat to some boulder and grabbed our way along closer
to thereef. It wasawall down to 25 m al around the plateau with ledges or terrace stretching to the north
and south then slowly sloping down again. Often there was some kind of greenish “haze” around 30 m,
maybe minerals and plankton coming from the deep. Once trough this curtain into the dark blue we found
jacks barracuda trevallies cruising and deeper some grey reef sharks, curious but shy. Does shy fish mean
these are not used to divers or are afraid of peril in form of spear guns? For awhile we hovered there hoping
for more, then slowly climbing up a beautiful wall with aquarium like scenery and plenty of fish, a paradise
for the photographers among us. | spotted a grouper and a bigger sting ray, the first so far. Most of us had
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reached deco at that time, so a shallow tunnel doing a U turn into the wall was welcome. There were
awesome purple soft coral at the entry, a bunch of sweetlips hanging around the exit, deeper trigger were
cruising. Even my old hero 3 found photo opportunity. We swam back to the rope, the computer showed 60
+ minutes, everybody was looking forward to a healthy breakfast.

Marco our instructor and dive guide gave detailed briefings, 10 min Italian, 3 min English, words like
“immersion” or “bombola” still ringing in my ears, he never mentioned any limits time depth or deco wise
(jackpot for me) and always underlined the “chance of pelagic” which sad to say where significantly
missing, maybe due to the extreme water temp. With eagle eyes he spotted special things long before we
even caught a glimpse of it like the few hammerheads around. Once he pointed in one direction this always
was the signal for an Italian lady to switch on her turbo and kick and fin fast with big camera that way. She
forgot that by chasing the fish she spoiled the chance for al the other diversto seeit. | aways continued
slowly which made a hammerhead turning around a 2 nd time to look closer to what thereis, as Marco
sgueezed a plastic bottle the whole time.

Most dives went from Zodiac + back to it only few we jumped straight from the mother boat. With 71 1'm
not that surefooted anymore and hated the Zodiac entry and exit. There should have been a net like mat
around the rubber part similar to the one they had around the bow, to prevent guests from dlipping. Helping
hands where always around so no worry. Back into the Zodiac without gear with some effective kick of the
fins| still manage easily. Due to the warm water | only dove with arash guard overall with was totally
sufficient even deeper down. On the surface the air had 38 to 40 C it was unbearable hot and humid and
waiting for your buddies or the guy to find the right spot was pure suffering.

Almondais abig boat, alarge dining room on the main deck, a salon with an open air plus bar on the upper
deck overlooking the dive deck, a sun deck with Jacuzzi. It"s run by Ocean Breeze liveaboards. My Scottish
buddy told me she has a wooden hull which makesit a bit less heavy and more unstable than the Saudi
Explorer with it"s steel hull. | noticed 2 wild birds on board, the captain told me they often have some, as it
seemsto far from the islands to main land, so they have a break in between on ships. They even had afalcon
once in the engine room which he caught with gloves and glasses.

Meals were always served buffet style, sumptuous and delicious, western style meals with atouch of Italian
and Arabic, the desert was mouthwatering sweet. One dinner had noodle soup, rice, mixed vegies, steak
with pepper sauce, fried squid, eggplant and pudding yummy another offered a magnificent shrimp cocktail,
potato wedges, fish, lamb, spinach, fresh fruit. Breakfast typically consists of bread, toast, crepes, cheese,
sausage, eggs, yoghurt and some cooked meals.

At Marker 39 | spotted a bunch of barracudain around 32 m and a big stingray in 34 m. My buddy on
Nitrox was hovering somewhere above me. In a dlight current he couldn’t hold his position, was short on
ground time, drifted away. L ooking up the guide asked me where my buddy is, | shrugged my shoulder. On
slow ascend up the slope | spotted him hanging on a rope from ship to plateau in shallow water. Together
we continued our dive. Now, if there is someone to blame, who would that be?

Maria, areef corner with current, all these ingredients and guaranty for fish soup all around you, adive
where | could easily shoot afull role of film, abig school of barracuda circling around us, jacks,
fuesseliers, surgeon, you name it and it was there. A single huge barracuda, alarge field of anemones a
blueish jellyfish looking like sunny side fried egg, sweetlips, soldiers, and hundreds of tiny red fish
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hovering and dancing above the riff. On each breath of yours returning to safe cover only to appear again
soon. | spotted a medium sized moray eel, my first scorpion fish on this trip, my eyesjust don’t adjust to
those well camouflaged animals. Some parrot fish and angel playing with each other, in the distance some
Napoleon but never getting closer. On the surface a big group of dolphins passed by, some tried to lure them
closer by whistling. Nitrox was for free, few chose this asit often kept them away from continuous deep
dives due to lack of ground time. | once hit 50.4. m and had several days with deco, once even 3 times with
deco up to 16 min. Most dives went longer than 60 min, when alovely shallow reef invited to stay and
watch. Grand Finale was an awesome dive Al Bayada on a coral garden where macro fans could find
everything and awreck dive on the Ann Ann, where the propeller in 30 m offered a great last shot as
memory. Only two times we had a bit of current running and 3 lazy fun drift dives along awall. We had
only 1 turtle, I missed manta rays, humpheads, whale sharks and most of all school of hammerheads.

The last evening we went into the old town of Jeddah. Amazing to still find these ancient houses with
wooden outside application around windows and doors in such a huge city. Funny to see watering spots for
the many cats in town built as a small hut. People seem to care for their pets. The many highways and
freeways with multiple lanes ramps roundabouts and turnstiles | find irritating and | can’t see myself ever
renting or driving a car there.

Asreminder: | stayed on the Almonda, the dive crew and guides were from the Saudi Explorer

Costs: trip 2.360 flight 1.200 visa 125 park + service 405 = 4.150 € rather expensive, the price you have to
pay to be among thefirst in anew region. It'sfor everybody to evaluate if thisis reasonable and justified
for what they offer. Y ou get pristine reefs, maybe pelagics at the right season, will have definitely no
throngs crowds or many other ships around you. A similar trip in Egypt would cost you easily more than
2.000 less.

mar-rosso.it = Saudi Explorer

oceanbreeze-liveaboards.com) = Almonda

"Decent liiveaboard, but below par in some areas"
Sea Dragon in Hurghada, Oct 2023 (Rpt #12637 , Photos) by Richard Hart (Email author),
TX,US.© Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Palau, Moorea, Fiji, Costa Rica, Belize, Bahamas, Utila, Roatan, Bonaire, San Salvador, Cozumel, St
Marteen, Phillipines, Madives.
Airport: Hurghada International (HGR). Getting There:
DFW to Cairo to Hurghada.

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners. k%  Valuefor $: &%  DiveOperation: k&
Accommodations. Ak Food: ¥ ¥  Serviceand Attitude: Wi
Environmental Sensitivity: %% %  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 736/864


https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/SeaDragon_Hurghada_report_12637.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/SeaDragon_Hurghada_report_12637.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=12637
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=rmhart
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Weather: sunny. Seas: choppy. Water: to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility: 50 to 75 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Typicaly group dives with 60 minute limit.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. None. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's. %%  Subject Matter: k¥  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

| added a coupe extra days on the front end to be able to visit the pyramids at Giza and the ruingtombs at
Luxor. Well worth the extradays. Amazing history!

On arrival at Hurghada International Airport, there was some confusion as to where to meet the pick up
person. After acouple of phone calls, the driver found me. Turns out he was waiting in the airport parking
lot. Therewas no sign or anything to identify him.

Once at the boat, the check in process was pretty smooth. | was surprised that | was never asked for my C
card. Apparently, in Egypt they really don't care about your certification. | might point out | was amazed at
how many liveaboard boats there were. | stopped counting at 60!

| originally booked on the sister ship, the Amelie. | discovered that the Amelie does not have ensuite
bathrooms, so | was able to move to the Sea Dragon for the same time period.

The boat can carry 22 guest. We only had 10 and that was about the right size for this boat.

First the good: The single cabin was nice with individual A/C controls and in-suite bathroom. The diving
was pretty easy diving with only afew currents. Diving was primarily done from the boat's platform and
reentry also back to the boat. There are 4 dives a day with the first at 6:00am.

Now the not so great: Some of these seem minor, but over the course of aweek were felt. One beach type
towel issued up front. this would be the only towel available all week for after diving and/or showers. No
food available prior to the first dive. Diner served after night dive which ended around 8:00pm. Only

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 737/864
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cleaned my cabin one time the week after asking. The head dive guide seemed irritated much of the time an
snapped at folks. The other guide had a better personality. the second guide did not always follow the dive
briefing plan. He would initially go with the current, then have to swim against the current back to the boat.
the food wasfair at best. A few dinners there was not a meat dish at all. Lots of rice and noodles. At the
dive sites, it was not uncommon to be with 6 to 8 other boats. Y ou go on aliveaboard to go where others are
not.

The diving was ok, but not the destination type diving | expected after travelling half way around the globe.
| had hoped to see an oceanic white tip shark and pods of dolphins. Never saw either.

The Red Seais a close destination for Europeans, but for those from North America, it isalong way for so
so diving and accommodations. Overall a C+ trip.

Saba (4 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview:

Sabais one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70ft (21m), with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations arein
quaint villages at 1,000 feet/300m and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool,
pleasant climate. It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands!

Saba Seasonal Planner:

On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65°F (18°C) at night, so travel with ajacket or sweater is
recommended. Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70s°F to mid-85°F (25-29°C). The most

rain falls during the month of November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best
sites are offshore seamounts. Sabaisin the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Land-Based
"Returning to an old favorite after 20+ years"
Caribbean Explorer Il, Aug 2023 (Rpt #12751) by Mike Szathmary (Email author), TN, US.
Reviewer 5 reports filed and 3 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand, Caribbean, North America.
Airport: St. Martin. Getting There:
Flew American through Miami..

————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %A%  Beginners k¥  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: ¥ Accommodations; %A ¥ Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: Jrdr A Ak Environmental Sensitivity: i ki
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
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https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Saba/CaribbeanExplorerII_report_12751.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=12751
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=Szathmar



