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The crew was outstanding - competent, skilled, and cheerful. The other divers were a mostly family &
friends group who were delightful to be around. 

The diving was pretty good. There were 3 dives per day, 8:30 am, 11 am, and 4 pm. The corals looked
pretty healthy after a winter. There were fewer fish than I expect, likely due to overfishing and invasive red
lionfish. I recorded one loggerhead turtle and a few reef sharks during the whole week. We did the
chummed Austin Smith shark dive. That is a wild animal show. 

Food was hit-or-miss, sometimes it was only okay, and some meals were delicious. Food is served in the
galley, but there is table space for only 6 diners, so you carry your plate up the ladder and find a place to sit
in the horseshoe bench to eat off your lap. It’s OK unless it’s windy and your nacho chips blow away. The
galley ran out of Swiss Miss on Tuesday. Very sad. 

I highly recommend Blackbeards for divers who want to spend a couple thousand less than a luxury
liveaboard.

------------------------------------

Belize (20 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview: 
Inside the world's second largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. Good diving
in Belize is reachable from liveaboards or the resorts on the offshore cayes. The deeply cut, spur-and-groove
coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting but disappointing to many experienced
divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip, take a couple of days to visit Mayan
ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour flight from Houston. Belize lies in
the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits. Read K. Smith's Tropical Ice before you go! Available on the
Undercurrent website.

Belize Seasonal Planner: 
The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit roughly every two decades. During winter months (mainly December, January,
and February), Belize is also subject to north winds that blow down and may disrupt diving for several days.
Water temperature may dip as low as the 70°F (21°C) in the winter and reach as high as 85°F (30°C)
in the summer.

Land-Based
"Great Diving in Belize" 

Blackbird Caye Resort, Jun 2023 (Rpt #12564 , Photos) has 1 Helpful Vote 
by Roger K. Marach (Email author), AZ, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Aruba, Belize, Curacao, Bonaire, French Polynesia (Moorea and Bora Bora plus snorkeled off of Raiatea),
Hawaii (3 of the islands), Mexico (San Carlos, Costa Maya, Cozumel), Roatan (Honduras), Bahamas,
Grenada, St. Thomas, Christmas Island (Kiribati).. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
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Phoenix thru Dallas Fort Worth then on to Belize City. 
----- Ratings ----- 

Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  100 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was a wonderful dive trip to the Blackbird Caye Atoll. Diving was outstanding this time of year (early
June '23). Waters were calm, visibility was outstanding, coral was the best we've seen since Curacao a
decade ago, all kinds of reef fish, turtles, lobster, etc., as well as rays,dolphins, nurse and reef sharks. (And
hunting the invasive Lion Fish was a real adventure!) And of course, while diving from the Blackbird Caye
Atoll, we had to dive THE BLUE HOLE! (That was a real rush but next time we'll bring a more powerfull
light!)

�

All in all the diving was spectular as far as we're concerned led by a great team of Master Scuba
divers/Diver Masters. All in all the diving for us (two folks in the their mid 70's plus their kids in their 40's)
was one of the best dive trips we've taken in years. 

�

The Blackbird Caye Resort and the resort staff and management were outstanding. WE can't say enough
about their friendliness, helpfulness and just plain fun. Food was great and bountiful. And can't complain
about the refreshments! [None]

------------------------------------
"“Excellent blend of accommodations, diving & package value" 

Blackbird Resort/Blackbird Caye Resort in Turneffe Atoll-Blackbird Caye , Mar 2023
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(Rpt #12402) by David P. Shirley-PADI MI-37475 (Email author), MN, US.  Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Fifty-two years of diving (35 years as an instructor) with numerous Caribbean, Pacific, Atlantic, Indonesia,
etc. destinations; along with extensive fresh-water (including Ice Diving).. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Easy access with most of our group flying non-stop from Minneapolis to BZE on Sun Country, while two in
our group departed MSP non-stop to BZE on Delta.  Met at BZE for 20-minute van rides to Old Belize with
ample time to eat lunch with the full group taking the 3:00 p.m. Big Bird just over two-hour boat ride from
Old Belize to BCR. An early Sun Country scheduled return flight had most of the group taking an 8:00 a.m.,
20-minute charter flight on a Maya Island Air prop-plane to BZE.  . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  79 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Typically 80' max and one hour.  Blue Hole dives required AOW and pre-trip orientation deep dive both
with use of air.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
The boats had large tubs for cameras with separate tubs for masks.  Guests had no camera stations so
charging, etc. needed to be conducted in individual guest rooms.  This was not a hardship. Have not yet
looked at the output from others in our group however; everyone seemed pleased with available subject
matter.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The group of divers that my wife and I led had most travelers departing non-stop from Minneapolis to BZE
on Sun Country, while two in our group departed MSP non-stop to BZE on Delta.  Our split group was met
at BZE for 20-minute van rides to Old Belize with ample time to eat lunch (and for a reasonable cost).  Our
entire group took the 3:00 p.m. Big Bird boat from Old Belize to BCR, a little over a two-hour ride.  Due to
Sun Country’s early scheduled return flight on our departure day, the larger group took an 8:00 a.m.,
20-minute charter flight on a Maya Island Air prop-plane to BZE.  The Maya Air charter was a fun
diversion and smoother (drier) than the windy two hour crossing to BCR.  Although weather is always an
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unknown, other same-week travelers that were not with our group opted to take a Maya Air charter flight
from Blackbird Caye to BZE, as the seas were still rather rough for portions of the boat trip. 

With over 25 years of personal experience leading groups of divers, including prior trips to Belize’s
Turneffe Atoll, this first trip to the Blackbird Caye Resort (BCR) was a positive adventure on all fronts and
BCR should be seriously considered for groups and individuals, regardless of experience level.  The resort
and dive operations were very well run, while the sincerely pleasant vibe of the staff and overall traveler
experience garnered an enthusiastic two thumbs-up.  Unlike other Turneffe Atoll resort facilities that also
provide fishing packages, BCR is a true Dive Resort with no real fishing operations and as such have kept
their dive package prices reasonable, yet still with commendable “valet diving”.  Snorkeling, kayaking, and
island tours are non-diving options for all quests.

Upon arrival, Managers Serena and Shadi provided a thorough orientation, while showing guests to their
accommodations with travelers’ luggage waiting at their doors.  The water’s edge bar had a pleasant
‘reunion’ surprise of George the bartender, who remembered us from another Turneffe Atoll resort we
visited on prior trips.  Our Unit 14 ‘Beach Villa’ had just been remodeled, was very spacious, and quite
functional for post-dive camera/video output processing and charging.  Nice screen porch with seating area,
hammock and clothes drying line.  The buffet breakfast and lunches had ample selection of quality items,
while the daily choice of two dinner items for plate service meals were always good, with excellent plate
presentation and attentive table-side service.  The late March winds were rather relentless, with a silver-
lining of no bug bites or even a need for applying bug juice (best practice is still to bring DEET based
products while on the Turneffe Atoll).

The resort’s close-site boats (Dolphin & Queen Angel) have been recently updated with pleasantly quiet
twin 250 HP Hondas, along with a new Bimini cover for the Queen Angel that our group dove from with
Captain Leo at the helm, who has been at BCR on-and-off since 1996.  Seasoned Divemaster Ed and
younger DM Emanuel “Manny” were attentive and entertaining.  Aside from the Blue Hole/Half Moon
Caye day-trip on Big Bird, (which includes an island picnic and bird watching tour), divers will typically
return to the resort between dives (unless the winds result in conducting dives to the west side of Turneffe). 
The end-of-the-week 25-minute boat trips to the coveted Elbow dive site (at the south end of the Turneffe
Atoll) have a surface interval on a small island with no return to BCR between dives.  

The BCR operations have methodically developed seamless systems to accommodate weather challenges,
(as with our group’s windy week), which includes an alternate dock on the west side of the island to make
for a smoother boat ride to Turneffe’s west side dive sites out of the winds. The short trip to the west side
dock is via a covered passenger trailer ride pulled by a tractor.  The grounds department even has a tractor-
pulled weed harvesting machine to help keep the beach area clean (and with reduced organic odors) when
the winds are strong from the east. 

As with prior trips to Belize’s Turneffe Atoll, the reef is still remarkably healthy, the sponges and soft corals
are spectacular, while Nurse and Reef Sharks remain “on the payroll” from about 20 years of Lionfish
spearing.  A threesome of Nurse Sharks (“Bubbles, Cuddles & Snuggles”) at a few of the east side dive sites
swim with divers and even lay-down in the sand to have their ‘heads scratched’.  As our Divemaster Ed
stated “If you do not get good photos/videos of sharks, you need a new camera”.  Our group saw sharks,
turtles, morays and rays on nearly every dive, including squadrons of Spotted Eagle Rays and a few
extremely large Loggerhead Turtles.  The Elbow, Playground and Aquarium dive sites had tremendous
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schools of Horse-Eye Jacks, Blue Tangs, French Grunts, along with the usual (and a few unusual) suspects. 
French and Grey Angels were huge, as were the Queen Triggers, Scrawled and Orange Spotted Filefish,
along with Green Morays.  The Trunkfish and Cowfish were some of the largest you will ever see, while the
frequent Toadfish sightings were a treat.  The only Dolphins our group observed during the week were
‘teasing us’ by jumping just north of the resort, always when we were not in/on the water. 

A big shout-out to the Turneffe Atoll Sustainability Association, (TASA), which is doing an excellent job of
monitoring and enforcing the now (since 2012) protected Turneffe Marine Reserve.  One evening a week,
TASA staff does a presentation at BCR, with a nice rash-guard provided for a non-specified “donation”. 
This proactive group is very forward thinking and worthy of significant support from the dive community
and others.

  

------------------------------------
"Blackbird Caye" 

Blackbird Resort/Blackbird Caye in Blackbird Caye, Sep 2023 (Rpt #12552 , Photos) 
by Peter O'Shaughnessy (Email author), OH, US. Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed and 4 Helpful Votes
. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Bonaire, Florida Keys, Midwest Quarries, Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Great
Lakes.. 
Airport:  Philip Goldson. Getting There:  
Flew Delta from Cincinnati through Atlanta. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  83 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Be back on the boat with 500 PSI, follow depth guidance given before each dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
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We had a group of 8 divers that traveled to Blackbird in June, part of our group flew from Cincinnati
through Atlanta to Belize. We took the bus to Old Belize and waited till 3:00PM to board the boat, however
the boat that normally takes passengers from Old Belize to the resort was not functioning, (had bad injectors
in one engine).  The trip took almost 3 hours to complete, we waited about 20 minutes on the boat at the
dock in the sweltering heat while supplies were loaded then unloaded before we pushed off. This was a long
hot uncomfortable trip to the island; the boat was not fixed by the time we left Blackbird, so our group
decided to take the 15-minute flight back to the airport with extra costs. The big issue was all extras that
were added to the invoice at the end of the trip, Drinks at the bar were very expensive, Bottled water was
extra, and nitrox was by the tank all of these added up to a big additional expense.

We were in rooms 5, 6, 7, and 8, the doors did not seal very well in 6 and 8 so the AC was trying to cool the
room but not doing a very good job.  The electricity went out for about 15/20 minutes per night. Two of the
rooms had issues and the AC stopped working during the week. We reported it to the management, and it
was corrected the next day. A great deal of seaweed washes up on the beach each day and the smell of
rotting seaweed is bad. The resort staff cleans the beach every day, but it seems like it is a losing battle
while the wind is blowing from the east.

The buffet breakfast and lunches had a good selection of quality items, while the daily choice of two dinner
items for plate service meals was always good, with excellent plate presentation and attentive table-side
service. The kitchen and staff did a great job, and the food was plentiful and very good.

The winds picked up for the diving on Wednesday, making diving and travel rough but with a silver-lining
of only a few bug bites or even a need for applying bug repellent (best practice is still to bring DEET based
products while on the Turneffe Atoll).

�

Our group of 8 dove off the Queen Angel with Captain Leo at the helm, who has been at Blackbird on-and-
off for 20 plus years. Seasoned Divemaster Elroy was attentive and entertaining. Pointed out lots of stuff on
all dives and did a good job of spearing invasive lionfish during the week.

The Blue Hole/Half Moon Caye day-trip on the Queen Angel, (which includes an island picnic and bird
watching tour), was a bit rough due to the winds from the east which  made for a long rough trip. The dive
boats will typically return to the resort between dives (unless the winds result in conducting dives to the
west side of Turneffe) which occurred for 3 days this week and have a surface interval on the dive boat with
no return to BCR between dives.

�

During windy times the dock is switched to an alternate dock on the west side of the island to make for a
smoother boat ride to Turneffe’s west side dive sites out of the winds. The short trip to the west side dock is
via a covered passenger trailer ride pulled by a tractor. The grounds department even has a tractor-pulled
weed harvesting machine to help keep the beach area clean (and with reduced organic odors) when the
winds are strong from the east.

�

The reef is still healthy, the sponges and soft corals are spectacular, while Nurse and Reef Sharks remain
“on the payroll” from about 20 years of Lionfish spearing. A threesome of Nurse Sharks (“Bubbles, Cuddles
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& Snuggles”) at a few of the east side dive sites swim with divers and even lay-down in the sand to have
their ‘heads scratched’. As our Divemaster stated “If you do not get good photos/videos of sharks, you need
a new camera”. Our group saw sharks, turtles, morays, and rays on nearly every dive, including multiple
Spotted Eagle Rays and a few extremely large Loggerhead Turtles. On the last dive of the week a pod of
dolphins swam under the boat, and everyone was back in the water to interact with them.

The Playground and Aquarium dive sites had tremendous schools of Horse-Eye Jacks, Blue Tangs, French
Grunts. French and Grey Angels were huge, as were the Queen Triggers, Scrawled and Orange Spotted
Filefish, along with Green Morays. 

�

Turneffe Atoll Sustainability Association, (TASA) is doing an excellent job of monitoring and enforcing the
now (since 2012) protected Turneffe Marine Reserve. One evening a week, TASA staff does a presentation
at BCR, with a nice rash-guard provided for a non-specified “donation”. This proactive group is very
forward thinking and worthy of significant support from the diving community and others.

------------------------------------
"Nice ‘n’ Easy" 

Ecologic Divers/Babylon Beach in Ambergris Caye, Mar 2023 (Rpt #12462) 
by Mary Adams (Email author), FL, US. Sr. Contributor 27 reports filed and 7 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cuba, Bonaire, Cozumel, Florida Keys, Clearwater FL, Bimini, Saba-St. Eustatius, Roatan, Kona, North
Carolina, Flower Garden Banks, Caymans, Palau, Chuuk, Jupiter Florida, Belize, Costa Rica, Turks and
Caicos, Revillagigedo, St. Lucia, Solomon Islands, Fiji,. 
Airport:  SPR San Pedro. . Getting There:  
Fly to Belize City, Philip J. Goldson (BZE), then TropicAir to San Pedro. Or taxi from BZE to the ferry
terminal for a one-hour scenic ride to San Pedro. . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
None. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Six-pack day boats have no special camera accommodations. The visibility was pretty good for wide-angle
photographs as well as macro.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Ecologic Divers pier was about a 20-minute beach walk from our bungalow. The beach had a lot of stinky
sargassum. Some restaurants and other businesses removed the sargassum and maintained the beach. Others
did not. 

I dived 2 days with Ecologic - one afternoon, then 3 dives the following day. There had been high winds for
several days. Ecologic has 2 or 3 small boats. The Captain drove out to the dive site, and the DM helped us
into our tank before back-rolls. After the dive, we removed our gear in the water before climbing the small
ladder. The Captain or DM hoisted our gear onto the boat. For this service I give a big tip! 

We dived outside the reef, which was far less crowded than Hol Chan inside the reef. The reefs are fairly
deep, 65 feet at their crests and 100 feet to the sand between them. The reefs are gorgeous, and soft and hard
corals were mostly alive and well at March water temperatures. I saw both live and dead elkhorn (acropora
palmata) and one dead pillar coral (dendrogyra cylindrus). DM Greg led nice-and-easy dives, leaving us
plenty of time to look for things and take photos. I did 4 REEF surveys in 2 days. There were fewer fishes
than I expected, I think because of overfishing and the presence of invasive red lionfish. I saw a couple of
reef sharks and 2 loggerhead turtles. 

Ecologic did not seem to hover over its experienced divers, so if you are a new diver and would like more
attention, let them know. 

I highly recommend Ecologic Divers San Pedro.

------------------------------------
"Gourmet dining with great diving" 

Isla Marisol Resort, May 2023 (Rpt #12556) by don buswell-charkow (Email author), FL, US. 
Reviewer 5 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 

Where Else Diving:  
Extensive diving in the Caribbean, Fiji, Tahiti, and the "Forbidden Island" of Niihau in the Hawaiian
Islands, Maui, The Big Island. Saba, Belize, St Maarten, Bonaire, Turks & Caicos, St John, Tortola,
Bahamas,. 
Airport:  BZE Belize City. Getting There:  
Fly from Miami to Belize City.  then get on a puddle jumper to Dangriga.  Then take a boat out to Glover's
Reef Atoll, about 33 miles.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  81 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Come up with at least 500 lbs in tank. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
I didn't bring my camera.  Others did and had no issues. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We had been diving at Isla Marisol about 15 years ago.  At that time, the diving was spectacular but the
resort was in a sorry state.  The bungalows were old and run down.  But the worst thing was the food.  We
had a good time because for most of the week we were there, we were the only divers.  so we had the boat
to ourselves and the diving really was great.  Very healthy reefs, lots of fish, critters, etc.  We had no
intention of going back and then my wife stumbled on a glowing review of the resort with particular
attention to the food.  We contacted some friends and the four of us went in May, with a particular goal of
diving with whale sharks (which we had done once before in Belize from a different resort).  The diving is
very very good.  The reef and fish are down a bit since our last visit but that is our experience throughout
the Caribbean.  We certainly had a good time.  We are older and dove Nitrox.  There was one day when
they ran out of Nitrox but we weren't diving very deep so not really an issue.  But the high point was the
food.  It is hard to describe just how good the food is there.  Not only is it delicious, but every meal comes
out from the kitchen looking like a piece of art!  We took pictures of every meal, including breakfast.  The
chef is imaginative and has extensive experience.  His father was a chef.  So, if you like diving, but consider
yourself a foodie, then go to Isla Marisol.  We went to see whale sharks but they didn't show up.  Can't win
them all.

------------------------------------
"Solid Resort and Dive Operation" 

Ramon's Village Resort in Ambergris Caye, Jan 2023 (Rpt #12363
) has 2 Helpful Votes by Andrew Robbins (Email author), CA, US. Sr. Reviewer 
7 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Galapagos, Thailand, Philippines. 
Airport:  Aeropuerto de San Pedro. Getting There:  
Fly to Belize City then short flight to San Pedro. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
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Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  . Seas:  . Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
50 minute limit. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Ramon's has a very well-oiled operation on all fronts.  Picked up at the airport and taken directly to the
resort and our room.  Restaurant and bar (beer and wine only) open all day and night.  Breakfast included in
the room.  

�

Dive shop is right across the beach.  Professionally run.  We were assigned the same divemaster (AC) for
the entire week.  Crew took great care of us.  Short (

------------------------------------
"My Wife's Favorite Dive Trip" 

Turneffe Flats in Turneffe Atoll, May 2023 (Rpt #12743) by Richard Schifreen (Email author),
 WI, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
My dive travel has been substantially reduced due to COVID, but I have visited multiple sites in the
Caribbean and Pacific.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Convenient commercial flights are available from the U.S.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge, no currents. Water:  85 to 89 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  40 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
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Diving is in small groups with a Divemaster. You could ask the Divemaster to do your preferred dive
profile, but you do need to stay with the group.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
(same as last year)There is no shore facility dedicated to photography, but the divemaster picks up and
returns photography gear to your room each morning and afternoon. There are plenty of outlets (110V) in
each room for charging. I asked for an extra large towel for the camera. The divemaster maintains a separate
fresh water tub on the boat for cameras in addition to the water bucket supplied for each diver's mask. There
is no capability for charging batteries on the boats. The divemaster will offer advice regarding choice of lens
and do their best to meet diver's requests for photographic subjects.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is our third trip to Turneffe Flats and we've booked our fourth visit for May 2024. We obviously like it.
Little has changed since my report last year, suggest giving it a read as I don't want to repeat myself.
Improvements include better WiFi, an acoustical ceiling in the dining room and the Divemaster reducing his
interaction with the marine life (see my prior report - I no longer consider this an issue). A quick summary
is that this resort focuses on fishing with diving and snorkeling secondary but still well supported. It is
isolated so you have no other dining options. The facilities are excellent. We thought the food was excellent.
There is a cash bar but we found the charges to be reasonable. The owner is a physician so that first aid and
Covid testing are readily available. Serious medical issues would require evacuation. The resort is operated
with state-of-the-art water capture/recycling and solar power. The diving is easy - warm water, mostly
60-80 foot dives, good visibility and modest/no currents. The diving is about as good as it gets in this part of
the Caribbean with a focus on marine conservation. There is a once weekly opportunity to dive around
Lighthouse Reef (Blue Hole, Half Moon Caye). The Divemaster provides "valet" level diving with small
groups. The only thing missing is night dives. My wife loves the outstanding snorkeling program, which
keeps TF high on our list for return visits.

------------------------------------
"Great Diving With Most Caribbean Critters Spotted, W/Few Exceptions" 

Turneffe Flats, Aug 2023 (Rpt #12508) has 1 Helpful Vote by  Rik Pavlescak (Email author),
 FL, US. Sr. Contributor 23 reports filed and 18 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Costa Brava, Roatan, Key West, Cozumel, Key Largo, West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, Grand Cayman,
Little Cayman, Cayman Brac, Bonaire, Philippines, Bali, North Sulawesi, St. John, St. Croix, Curacao, St.
Eustatius, Fiji, Komodo, Lembeh, Belize. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
I flew from Fort Lauderdale to Houston and Houston to Belize on Southwest, which offers two free checked
bags. 
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----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  85 to 88 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
20 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
On drift dives, come up with group; otherwise, do your thing. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Resort does not have a camera room or rinse tank, requiring divers to carry their camera to and from their
room each day. I had to "shower" my camera at the end of each day as I couldn't soak it (no tub in the
room). On the boat, Igloo coolers were filled with water for cameras. One diver would literally "toss" his
gopro into the cooler, hitting other cameras. The coolers weren't big enough for all of the cameras on board.
Great underwater subjects and Ruben, the dive guide was happy to point out macro life for photos.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Turneffe Flats was designed for sports fishing (bonefish, tarpon, pilot) but offers scuba diving. On the week
of my visit, there were a total of 23 guests, and on most days there were only 4 divers (up to 7 divers on the
day we went to the Blue Hole, and 5 on two other days). The dive boat was large, and we had plenty of
space. 

�

Arrangements: I booked through Maduro Dive Travel. I called Roxanne less than two weeks out to book a
trip to Belize at a different resort. She called back stating that they would be closed for that week, but she
was able to find a spot for me a Turneffe Flats. She had been there before and thought I’d like it. She made
the booking quickly and everything was set. 

�

Getting there: I flew into Belize and was greeted by a Turneffe Flats representative when I exited customs.
They guided me to a driver who drove me to the boat marina. I mentioned that I had forgotten to pack SD
cards for my camera, and he gladly took me to a store so I could make a quick purchase. Once at the marina,
they took my luggage to the boat for the trip to the resort (1.5 hours away) and I was invited to wait at the
Radisson Fort George Hotel across the street, which had a restaurant. The boat leaves once all of the guests
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for the week have arrived, and in my case, one of the flights was delayed, so the wait was more than 3
hours. No problem as the Radisson is used to guests just sitting in their restaurant biding time. Once the
final guests arrived we got on the boat and headed to the resort. The boat was a larger dive boat—all
luggage was stored in the hold and guests were able to sit where they wanted. The benches were hard and
several of us used life vests to cushion the seat. 

�

When we arrived, we were greeted by a welcome drink and given a quick rundown of scheduling. Breakfast
at 7 a.m., lunch between 12 noon and 2 p.m. (but generally on the boat), appetizer at 6:00 p.m. and dinner at
7 p.m. All meals take place in the main lodge which had numerous tables set up for groups of 6 or so
people.  Each morning a breakfast special was offered or you could have eggs cooked to order, oatmeal, etc.
Dinners were plated, with a meat (short ribs, pork tenderloin, chicken, pasta with lobster tail) and vegetable,
followed by dessert. The food was tasty. 

�

Room: My room was on the first floor of the Pelican Villa, and consisted of a living room area with sofa,
coffee table and chair, a small stand with coffee maker on it, bathroom with shower, sink, and toilet, and a
bedroom with a king size bed, dresser, small safe, and hooks on the wall with clothes hanger. There was an
AC unit in the bedroom which kept the room cool. The floors were tile and everything was very clean.
There were numerous outlets in each room—plenty for charging batteries. There were even USB ports near
the bed for charging cell phones. 

�

Diving: The resort offers 3 dives per day for 6 days a week, a total of 18 dives from Sunday through Friday.
Since the earliest flight a person could take back from Belize on Saturday isn’t until the afternoon on
Saturday, there is no problem with the surface time before flying after Friday’s dive, which is scheduled to
end by 12 noon. 

�

The routine for diving included meeting at the boat at 8:00 a.m. (or 7:30 a.m. on Blue Hole day and Friday).
Dive sites were anywhere from 20 minutes to 1 hour away. Ruben, the dive master gave good briefings for
each site and after the first dive, pretty much let our group of experienced divers do their own thing. He was
always on the lookout, pointing out both pelagics and macro critters. There were a mix of  drift dives and
anchored dives. On drift dives, he generally asked for the group to come up together, on anchored dives, he
got us back to the boat and allowed those with extra air to enjoy longer bottom times. Most dives were an
hour or so. Except for the Blue Hole, depths ranged from 80 feet to 40 feet, and visibility anywhere from 20
feet to 60 feet or more. Nitrox was available and tanks were analyzed on the boat before each dive. 

�

The dives had pretty much all of the usual Caribbean sea life, with a few exceptions. We  swam with nurse
and reef sharks and grouper at different sites: almost “domesticated” as they have become used to divers
and followed us throughout the entire dive waiting for the possible treat of a lionfish, which were speared
upon sight and quickly gobbled up. Throughout the week more than 20 of these invasive fish met their
demise at the end of Ruben’s spear gun. Other sightings included stingray, lemon rays, and a spotted eagle
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ray. On the macro end, cleaner shrimp, a few nudibranchs, and lettuce sea slugs, along with flamingo
tongues were spotted. Plenty of parrot fish, queen and French angels, a few spotted drum fish at varying
stages of development from juvenile to adult, toadfish, scorpion fish, and plenty of others made appearances
throughout the week. At The Elbow, we saw numerous schools of fish, numbering in the hundreds of if not
thousands. Missing during our week were octopus, starfish, and squid. We did see one seahorse at the end of
a dive, delighting one of the divers who cheered underwater. 

�

Each day required being away from 7:30/8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. or longer. This included the boat ride to
the first dive site (between 40-60 minutes) the first dive (about 1 hour), surface interval and travel to the
next site (60 minutes, sometimes longer), second dive (1 hour), surface interval with lunch on the boat. (We
pre-selected our lunch for the prior evening from a selection of sandwiches, wraps, or salads. Each came
with a small bag of chips, home baked cookies, and an apple, along with a soda.) The third dive (1 hour)
followed by the trip back to the resort—anywhere from 40 minutes to an hour. The schedule was relaxed,
and the boat stopped at least four times during the week for manatee sightings (one time we drifted over a
group of no fewer than 7 of them in shallow water), and dolphin sightings—we had a few times when two
would swim alongside the bow of the boat for a while; on one day, a pod of 10 or more came near the boat
and hung out, but scattered when a few people slid into the water to snorkel with them. On some days the
water was choppy---be sure to take motion sickness medicine if you are prone to getting sea sick. 

�

The Blue Hole day required leaving a bit earlier, as it is 1.5 hours away from the resort. The dive was
short—about 25 minutes total, to a depth of 130 feet. For many, this is a bucket list dive: some in our group
were thrilled by it, I was non-plussed. Not much to see and the idea of diving deep just because I can isn’t
all the exciting. The stalactites were o.k. but I would have rather dived a reef with interesting critters. After
the Blue Hole Dive, we motored over to Half Moon Bay Cay, a small park with white sandy beaches and
picnic tables set up, where we stayed for over an hour, eating lunch and exploring the preserve which had
turtle nests marked, and a bird sanctuary. 

�

Overall the reefs were in good condition, but there are definitely signs of  coral bleaching. The water
temperature was 86-88 degrees—even at depth. Some in our group dove with only shorts—not even a t-shirt
or rash guard, while a few of us wore rash guards or a 3 mm wetsuit. 

�

Checkout for the resort (closing the account, paying charges incurred throughout the week and distributing
gratuities) is on Friday evening. Breakfast on Saturday morning starts at 6:45 a.m. and the boat departs for
the marina in Belize City at 7:30 a.m., arriving at 9:00 a.m. The resort arranged transportation for those
going to the airport on that day. My flight was scheduled for Sunday, so I spent the extra night at the
Radisson Fort George and took a cab to the airport. 

�

The staff of the resort were very friendly, quickly learned everyone’s name, and provided excellent service.
It is well maintained, with a nice infinity swimming pool, outdoor deck with chairs and tables. It was nice to
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have meals with fishermen and learn of their adventures each day, as well as sharing our diving finds. The
resort generates its own power with solar panels and captures and uses rainwater on site. They have backup
generators when needed and their own water desalination unit as well. Several times throughout the week
power went out—typically restored within two minutes. Only challenge was that the AC in the room would
go off and not come back on automatically, which could make for a hot room during the day. 

�

Drawbacks included the long boat ride to and from the resort, the long boat rides to the dive sites requiring
spending the bulk of the day on the boat for 3 dives, instead of coming back in for an afternoon break, no
night dive offered during the week, unstable internet connection, and the cost. The week cost more than
$1000 more than a week at an all inclusive in the Caymans. Perhaps the biggest drawback of all—flying
insects that bite. Mosquitos, horseflies, deer flies, and what they called “Doctor Flies” that draw blood when
they bite and sting. They made it difficult to enjoy any real outdoor time at the resort as they were
everywhere. They were also on the boat, requiring constant vigilance. If I let my guard down, I’d know as
soon as I’d feel a sting, slap it and have blood splatter. My hands, face, neck, legs, elbows are covered in
bites that itch terribly. I was reluctant to use insect repellent with DEET due to the reefs, but they do sell it
at the gift shop. 

�

One of the other guests asked if I’d return. I replied that I would have no problem recommending the resort
to others who are considering it. I had a nice stay, the dives were nice and there was a variety of things to
see. I suspect that there are other resorts in Belize closer to the dive the sites that would require less time on
the boat traveling to and from them, and if coming back to Belize, I would want to explore them.   

�

�

------------------------------------
"Rain, Rain, and More Rain" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12789) by Jeanne Downey 
(Email author), PA, US. Top Contributor 52 reports filed and 16 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Caribbean, Cocos, Socorro, Tahiti, Malaysia, Indonesia, Micronesia, Galapagos, Cayman Islands,
Philippines, etc.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
United, AA, Delta, all easy. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 70 Feet. 
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depths were strongly suggested. One hour limit, but went over that a lot.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
A small rinse bucket on the skiffs. Large rinse tank on the dock.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our second trip in two years. Last year, we arrived just after a November hurricane; this year, also
November, there was more rain in two weeks than in the last 30 years. After the 1.5 hour boat ride to the
island, we were advised to take off shoes and socks and roll up our pant legs; to get to our rooms we had to
walk through ankle-deep water.

�

But the food is still excellent, they gave us all umbrellas, the outdoor showers were still hot due to back-up
generator power (usually solar), and we didn't miss any dives.

�

Mostly 3 dives a day. Everyone voted to skip the night dive because every dive was similar to a dusk dive.
By the end of the week, there was 10-14 feet of fresh water on top of the salt water, forming a halocline that
was quite chilly. The lighting below was interesting and seemed to confuse a few of the usually night-time
critters. The coral is in rough shape, but the soft corals and sponges are fine.

�

Saw quite a few eels swimming out and about. The sharks are really into eating speared lionfish--we had up
to 5 sharks at once. There were decent sized groupers of different varieties. We dove the Blue Hole on one
of the two mostly rain-free days and were able to see the Blue Footed Boobies nesting. Make sure you wear
mosquito repellant for Half Moon Caye, as you don't realize you're getting bit until two days later when
your entire back starts itching.

�

We had a great time and felt that the rain actually enhanced the trip. Our group leader was Tina from
divetrip.com. Now that we're retired from our own scuba business, we do frequent trips with her; she's a
great group leader.

�

Skiffs had no sun protection, but boat rides were usually short, 5-10 minutes. The ride to the Blue Hole was
on a large, comfortable boat with a head. Only half our 20+ person group went, so it was quite roomy; the
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rest of the group dove 3 dives close to the resort.

�

After arriving back at the dock, we were picked up by Crystal Paradise Resort and spent 5 days touring with
Eric, mostly in the rain, which helped create some great stories to be told.

------------------------------------
"Rain, Rain, and More Rain" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12790 , Photos) 
by Jeanne Downey (Email author), PA, US. Top Contributor 52 reports filed
 and 16 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Caribbean, Cocos, Socorro, Tahiti, Malaysia, Indonesia, Micronesia, Galapagos, Cayman Islands,
Philippines, etc.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
United, AA, Delta, all easy. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depths were strongly suggested. One hour limit, but went over that a lot.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
A small rinse bucket on the skiffs. Large rinse tank on the dock.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our second trip in two years. Last year, we arrived just after a November hurricane; this year, also
November, there was more rain in two weeks than in the last 30 years. After the 1.5 hour boat ride to the
island, we were advised to take off shoes and socks and roll up our pant legs; to get to our rooms we had to
walk through ankle-deep water.

�

But the food is still excellent, they gave us all umbrellas, the outdoor showers were still hot due to back-up
generator power (usually solar), and we didn't miss any dives.
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�

Mostly 3 dives a day. Everyone voted to skip the night dive because every dive was similar to a dusk dive.
By the end of the week, there was 10-14 feet of fresh water on top of the salt water, forming a halocline that
was quite chilly. The lighting below was interesting and seemed to confuse a few of the usually night-time
critters. We saw so many whitespotted toadfish, endemic to Belize, that the dive guides remarked on it. The
coral is in rough shape, but the soft corals and sponges are fine.

�

Saw quite a few eels swimming out and about. The sharks are really into eating speared lionfish--we had up
to 5 sharks at once. There were decent sized groupers of different varieties. We dove the Blue Hole on one
of the two mostly rain-free days and were able to see the Blue Footed Boobies nesting. Make sure you wear
mosquito repellant for Half Moon Caye, as you don't realize you're getting bit until two days later when
your entire back starts itching.

�

We had a great time and felt that the rain actually enhanced the trip. Our group leader was Tina from
divetrip.com. Now that we're retired from our own scuba business, we do frequent trips with her; she's a
great group leader.

�

Skiffs had no sun protection, but boat rides were usually short, 5-10 minutes. The ride to the Blue Hole was
on a large, comfortable boat with a head. Only half our 20+ person group went, so it was quite roomy; the
rest of the group dove 3 dives close to the resort.

�

After arriving back at the dock, we were picked up by Crystal Paradise Resort and spent 5 days touring with
Eric, mostly in the rain, which helped create some great stories to be told.

------------------------------------
"Rain, Rain, and More Rain" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12791 , Photos) 
by Jeanne Downey (Email author), PA, US. Top Contributor 52 reports filed
 and 16 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Caribbean, Cocos, Socorro, Tahiti, Malaysia, Indonesia, Micronesia, Galapagos, Cayman Islands,
Philippines, etc.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
United, AA, Delta, all easy. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depths were strongly suggested. One hour limit, but went over that a lot.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
A small rinse bucket on the skiffs. Large rinse tank on the dock.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our second trip in two years. Last year, we arrived just after a November hurricane; this year, also
November, there was more rain in two weeks than in the last 30 years. After the 1.5 hour boat ride to the
island, we were advised to take off shoes and socks and roll up our pant legs; to get to our rooms we had to
walk through ankle-deep water.

�

But the food is still excellent, they gave us all umbrellas, the outdoor showers were still hot due to back-up
generator power (usually solar), and we didn't miss any dives.

�

Mostly 3 dives a day. Everyone voted to skip the night dive because every dive was similar to a dusk dive.
By the end of the week, there was 10-14 feet of fresh water on top of the salt water, forming a halocline that
was quite chilly. The lighting below was interesting and seemed to confuse a few of the usually night-time
critters. We saw so many whitespotted toadfish, endemic to Belize, that the dive guides remarked on it. The
coral is in rough shape, but the soft corals and sponges are fine.

�

Saw quite a few eels swimming out and about. The sharks are really into eating speared lionfish--we had up
to 5 sharks at once. There were decent sized groupers of different varieties. We dove the Blue Hole on one
of the two mostly rain-free days and were able to see the Blue Footed Boobies nesting. Make sure you wear
mosquito repellant for Half Moon Caye, as you don't realize you're getting bit until two days later when
your entire back starts itching.

�

We had a great time and felt that the rain actually enhanced the trip. Our group leader was Tina from
divetrip.com. Now that we're retired from our own scuba business, we do frequent trips with her; she's a
great group leader.

�
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Skiffs had no sun protection, but boat rides were usually short, 5-10 minutes. The ride to the Blue Hole was
on a large, comfortable boat with a head. Only half our 20+ person group went, so it was quite roomy; the
rest of the group dove 3 dives close to the resort.

�

After arriving back at the dock, we were picked up by Crystal Paradise Resort and spent 5 days touring with
Eric, mostly in the rain, which helped create some great stories to be told.

------------------------------------
"Turneffe Island - always the best" 

Turneffe Island Resort, Nov 2023 (Rpt #12816) by  Jeffrey D Hubbard MD (Email author),
 NY, US. Top Contributor 32 reports filed and 17 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Fernando de Noronha (Brasil), Australia, Fiji, PNG, Micronesia,
Hawai'i. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Nonstops from MIA, ATL, IAH . . . . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Follow divemaster, not nagged or scolded. Within sight is the standard.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Turneffe Island Resort is near the southern end of the 30-mile-long Turneffe atoll, which is south-east of
Belize city in the Caribbean Sea.  There are other properties bearing the name "Turneffe" so be sure you are
looking for the correct one.  The Resort grew out of a fishing camp founded on Caye Bokel in 1966.  The
principal activities at the Resort are scuba diving and sportfishing.  Since the Resort is a 1½ hour boat ride
from Belize city, there is a substantial staff village.  Many employees are long-term and one is the son of a
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legendary fishing guide on the island, described in a Sports Illustrated account from 1968.

�

Belize is readily accessible from the States. The boat from Belize city goes to the island every Wednesday
and Saturday.  Boat charters on extra days may be arranged, as well as helicopter transport.  We usually fly
to Belize a day or two in advance and overnight at the commodious Radisson Fort George Hotel, from
which the boat to the island leaves, to reduce travel troubles.

�

The weekly schedule is 15 dives, including a night dive.  They are scheduled around mealtimes, and the
schedule works very well, without seeming hurried.  Diving is from open boats which could accommodate
eight divers, plus the dive guide and the boat driver, but 2, 4 or 6 divers is more common; they will go with
one diver.  No cover and no head on the boat. The boats return to the Resort after each dive and surface
interval is ashore.   Backroll entry and stern ladder recovery, with boat driver’s assistance; every dive is a
drift dive and the boat will pick up the divers where they surface.  We dove Nitrox 32%, usually >3200 psi,
but air would be fine.  Equipment, including cameras, is treated gently and there is a camera bucket if
needed.

Brad, divemaster, captain, and all-knowing marine observer, has been our guide for some years.  Master at
finding unusual creatures, his knowledge of the sea and its animals is unequaled. Captain Harry drove the
boat and followed bubbles.  When a buddy pair surfaces, signal “OK” to boat driver and he will position the
boat so the wind brings it to the divers; don’t chase the boat.  

�

Dive sites east of the Resort are on the fringing reef and typically have a sandy bottom with small bommies
at 40 feet or so, then a coral ridge at the top of the wall, and the wall drops down to the deep blue from 60
feet or so.  Dives to the west of the Resort are on a sloping bottom which has good size coral bommies, but
no wall.  At the southern tip of the atoll, The Elbow has the ridge at the top of the wall and drops off; at this
point the current is brisk when the tide is running, and oceanic fish (eagle ray, spadefish, big sharks, permit)
come by as well as the usual reef dwellers.  Once, we saw a marlin there.

�

No-decompression time limited to 7 minutes on your computer, which we have never approached.  “Follow
Me” it says on Brad’s fins – that’s the plan.  Max depth 70 feet, not pestered, 500 psi under the boat, 3
minute safety stop.  Bottom time depends on air consumption, usually 50 to 70 minutes: bird-breathers
surface last.

�

Invasive lionfish are speared by Brad and left for the enthusiastic shark population to recycle.  Lionfish
numbers have decreased in recent years, we think due mainly to Brad’s efforts.

�

The accommodations are mainly east-facing rooms with a glorious sunrise over the reef.  They are quiet,
nicely air-conditioned, and there is plenty of hot water, heated by solar and supplied by rainwater with
backup by reverse osmosis if needed.  Rooms/cabins south of the bar are larger, and there is a big
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Honeymoon Lodge and a luxurious Presidential (double) Suite.  In 9 visits, we have had one shower tap and
one air-conditioner fail, each repaired within 30 minutes of the phone call. 

�

The large bar is open air, under a large open palapa, and the dining room is inside.  (There is an inside bar,
if needed.)  

�

After setting up one's dive rig on the first day, it is thereafter handled by the staff.  After the last dive of the
trip, they rinse off/wash out all the equipment and put it in the sun to dry.  Back-up equipment is ready to
hand.

 The bad news on our Nov.-Dec. '23 trip is coral bleaching.  We have dived Belize fairly regularly for 27
years, and have never seen bleaching before.  From the surface at 50 feet perhaps 5% of the bottom is pure
white. Remember Normal is ZERO!  The white corals are dead. An August, 2023, Guardian article
[https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/11/coral-bleaching-central-america] discusses it in
depth, and attributes it to high temperature, which has caused it elsewhere.  (By our measure, the
temperature in Nov. is about 82 degrees, as it has been for some years, but locals report very warm water
over last summer.)  The bottom also has extensive algae growth, attributed to the recent sea-urchin
(Diadema antillarum) die-off, which is caused by an infectious water-borne protozoan.

�

Weather is generally good; hurricane season is June through November.  Bad hurricanes are uncommon in
western Caribbean, but if you hit one . . . Our late-November-December 2022 visit was 2 weeks after
Hurricane Lisa.  In two weeks the Resort was well on the way to fully repaired. Our March-April, 2023,
visit had some strong winds; we skipped a few dives because of a bumpy ride and possible difficulty
reboarding the boat.  First time in eight (now nine) visits!  

�

The food is creative and plentiful, and they wisely offer a one-half  portion option.  Much of the food is
sourced locally, and I think it has reduced spiciness compared to the usual Belizean fare.  Allergies and food
preferences get very careful attention.

�

�

Resort staff will meet your flight and take you to boat, or to Ft. George Radisson, if you’re a day or 2 early. 
We arrive early . . . the hotel is good and taking flight landing time and boat departure time into account, a
day or two in a nice hotel is a good investment.  Airport transfers are flawlessly arranged by the Island staff.

�

We rated Turneffe Island Resort diving 5 Stars for years - until coral bleaching!

�

Our favorite Caribbean dive destination after forty+ years . . . we hope it will be yours!
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�

�

�

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Belize Aggressor IV" 
Aggressor Fleet in Lighthouse and Turneffe Reefs, Nov 2022 (Rpt #12293 , Photos
) has 2 Helpful Votes by George  Lock Jr (Email author), PA, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed
 and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
North Atlantic, Florida, Bahamas, Roatan, Bonaire, Little Cayman, Cayman Brac, Turks & Caicos, Tobago,
Palau. 
Airport:  BZE. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  83 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Camera soak tanks are available on both sides of the boat, and the crew is diligent about keeping any other
equipment out of those tanks.

�

The crew is attentive to the photographers, handing cameras in after the diver's entry and ready to take the
camera as one approaches the ladder at the end of the dive. The camera  is taken directly to the
aforementioned camera tank for a quick rinse, then placed on one of the the two-tiered camera tables for the
diver to deal with.  The camera rinse tanks are available, post-dive, for more soaking if desired, and
compressed air is  available at each table as well.
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