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Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  25 to 27 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  15 to 20 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60min max, 50bar min, keep in sight of dive guide. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
used Undercurrent to check out two dive shops: Dive Aruba and JADS, and checked ArubaBob due to
proximity to accommodation. Sent emails but only received replies from JADS and ArubaBob. Waited till
arrival on Aruba before making a booking. Talked to ArubaBob personally, not impressed, decided to dive
with JADS. 

Two days double boat dives with JADS, first day two airplanes (convair 340 and YS11) and reef, second
day shipwreck Jane C and reef. Would have dived third day but not enough divers (min 4required). Both
days had 6 divers plus guide Susan, who it seems does everything at JADS. Boat was good, weather hot and
windy, viz good, wrecks all good, corals and fish life average. Nothing big. Second reef better than first for
marine life. Susan did a good dive briefing including safety, and was a good guide, pointing out hidden
marine life. Snacks in between dives were good: fruit, cake, biscuits, I had my own portable espresso
machine otherwise no coffee.

Coming from Australia to visit our son who lives in Colombia, Aruba is not a cheap destination, we had (for
us) an expensive AirBnB , but it was a self contained cottage on the waterfront, with a nice yard, right next
door to Zeeober Fish restaurant (excellent shrimps). Diving also is at least as expensive as back home.

------------------------------------

Australia (15 Reports)

Australia Diving Overview: 
A vast continental island bordered by the Indian Ocean the Coral Sea and the South Atlantic, with diving as
varied. The Queensland coast is most popular for diving with Cairns the jumping-off point for the Great
Barrier Reef. It is a youth-oriented, tropical city with plenty of hotels and restaurants as well as an
assortment of day boats going to the Reef and overnight trips to Cod Hole at Lizard Island. Cairn's "beach"
is a mud flat dotted with roseate spoonbills and other tropical birds, and you can visit the reptile farm to
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gawk at saltwater crocodiles eating chickens or take the Kuranda Railway for a look at a magnificent
waterfall . . .

The best diving, with pristine reefs and oodles of fish, is to the north of Port Douglas, reachable only by
liveaboard during their summer months, roughly November to March.

Further offshore by a two-hour boat ride from Cairns, the Ribbon Reefs are known for big sharks, lots of
them, including fleets of bronze whalers . . . Pack safety sausages, whistles, strobes, mirrors, and any other
safety devices that would make you noticeable if a current carries you too far from the boat. However,
Aussie dive rules are now tight (far tighter than the Florida Keys, for example), with redundant head counts
after every dive . . .

Lizard Island is the northernmost land-based operation; they have day trips to Cod Hole (Ribbon Reef #10)
to pet-friendly, refrigerator-sized potato cod, locally known as groper. Although the GBR has had some bad
press, better by a hundred miles is the Coral Sea, whose outlying atolls and pinnacles such as Flinders Reef
offer some of the best diving in the world. To the south, the current-blasted wreck of the Yongala out from
Townsville is often claimed to be the best fish-covered wreck in the world . . .

Moving from Queensland south, you'll pass from full-on tropics, with such places as the eco-resort at Lady
Elliot Island and Heron Island at the barrier reef's southern end, through temperate water, to chilly water in
Sydney, and finally into the really cold stuff when you reach Tasmania . . . Don't worry about the Great
White in the GBR; they hang around south of Sydney, off Adelaide where the water is cooler, although
Rodney Fox and his son operate cage dives for those who are interested. The Indian Ocean coast of
Australia is notable for whale sharks, where seaplanes from Exmouth lead dive boats to aggregations at
Ningaloo Reef.

Australia Seasonal Planner: 
Australia's winter is during the Northern Hemisphere's summer. Summer weather in the tropical north,
including Queensland, is sultry and oppressive, with tropical showers . . . Water temperature is below
80°F (27°C) and cooler in their winter, so bring rubber. Visibility can be in the 50ft (15m) range. That's
the easy part. From there, it gets increasingly complex. Queensland's diving areas are vast. Cyclone season
is January through March; April, May, and June see heavy trade winds. The best season to dive Queensland
on a liveaboard (really the only way to see the best) is July through November. Best vis at Osprey Reef, in
the northern Coral Sea, is between June and September.

On the other side of the country, 2250 miles away in Western Australia, whale sharks congregate at
Ningaloo Reef during March and April. Summers (December to February) are hot and dry
(63°-86°F/17°-30°C) while winters are relatively cool at 53-74°F (11-23°C).

New South Wales (inc. Sydney) is cooler, with the average highs 79°F (26°C) in summer (though many
days exceed 100°F/38°C), to as low as 44°F (7°C) in winter, with an average high of 58°F (14°C)
in Victoria, where snow falls over high ground, and Tasmania is even colder.

Land-Based
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"Shore and Boat dive with Abyss Scuba Diving" 
Abyss Scuba Diving/Rydges Cronulla Beachside, Jan 2023 (Rpt #12573
) has 1 Helpful Vote by Joel Horie (Email author), UT, US. Sr. Contributor 20 reports filed
 and 13 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Belize, Caymans, Socal, Bonaire, Roatan, Cabo Pulmo, Cozumel,  Caicos. 
Airport:  SYD. Getting There:  
Flew LAX-SYD. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  56 to 71 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  20 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Flew Delta LAX to Sydney. Rented a car and stayed at the Rydges Cronulla. Did guided shore dives and
one boat dive through Abyss Scuba Diving(located in Ramsgate). A few tourist days in the area as well. Our
one goal was seeing Weedy Sea Dragons.

�

Prior to entering Australia from US, had to fill the Australia ETA visa application. I used the app on an
iPhone. The Incoming Passenger Card we filled out on the inbound flight, but they had them in the baggage
claim area as well. On arrival, you scan you passport at a kiosk, then further down the hall, pass through a
photo face scan(Smart Gate). Then, collect checked baggage and get in line for customs. Custom lines were
long, but moved. The customs officers collect the Passenger card and ask a few questions(anything to
declare, food or produce, etc). As you exit customs, you’ll be on the ground level. There are vendors for
food, mobile phones and  SIM cards, convenience items, luggage storage, and a short stay hotel and lounge
(Aerotel). The Aerotel was also a Priority Pass lounge, if you’re a member.
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�

�

�

Rented from Apex car rental. The price was much less expensive than the larger companies and the car was
clean and just a year old. We had about a 20 minute wait for their van. A short, but circuitous drive to the
Apex office, which is in a parking garage. Car pick up was very straight forward and no hard sell for
upgrades or insurance like in the US. Ask about how to reenter the garage on return. I think it was on a
different street, compared to the exit. Driving on the left hand side is much easier, with a helpful passenger.
The gas stations we used were pump first, then go inside and pay.

�

The Rydges Cronulla was more affordable than seaside hotels closer to Sydney and was close to most of our
dive sites and the dive shop. Nice hotel, but no special facilities for divers. We paid for parking in the
hotel’s underground lot.  We arrived New Years Day and the week we stayed seemed like a school holiday.
Parking in town was very tight, with some traffic and people cruising for street parking. Cronulla feels like a
suburban/resort town with beaches, a pedestrian mall with shops and a variety of restaurants. It also has
commuter train service to Sydney. We took the train into Sydney for a day of site seeing. Try to make
reservations for sit down restaurants, even for lunch. Kafenio was good for morning classic espresso drinks.
Almost every place we had to pay for goods or services was setup for tap to pay and most people use their
phones. Many casual “order at the counter” places had tip jars for small tips. Cash and coins were handy for
that. Boxing Day sales were still going at some places and we caught a deal on an Olympus TG-6. If you
buy anything, specifically ask them for a tax refund receipt. This is important, especially if you are at a shop
that doesn’t see many foreign tourists. You’ll apply for your sales tax refund at the airport, after security. If
you like Sharkskin dive suits, they are north of Sydney, near Newcastle.

�

�

We did three guided shore dives and one boat dive. We got to see our sea dragons at The Steps dive site at
Kurnell National Park.  We are seniors and were glad to have dive guides, especially for tide planning and
entry and exit plans. Air temperature was in the mid 70s to low 80s F and water temps varied from 65 to
70F. We were comfy in 5 mil suits w ith hoods. Dives met at the shop, then we followed the guide to the
dive site in our rental car. We had large heavy duty trash can liners, to put our after dive wet gear in the
trunk of the rental car. 

The shore dives were  planned at slack tide. 

�

The Steps were literally a lot of steps, a walkway and then a slab rock entry and exit. Shiprock Reserve was
even more steps, but an easy manmade cove entry(twilight dive for the tide). Lilli Pilli was an easy slippery
boat ramp entry. Went to Magic Point on the boat dive. The dive boat left from a marina a short drive from
the shop. It was a large nicely fitted RIB. No room for large gear bags, but everyone had a storage bin under
their seat. Water and coats were provided for the surface interval and ride back. Back roll entry or giant
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stride off the rear platform. Open ladders on the platform for return to the boat. The boat had a very plush
ride in 4 to 6 foot swell and light chop.  During our four dive days,   we saw sea dragons, Wobegong , Port
Jackson and Grey Nurse sharks,  Blue Groper, pineapple fish, cuttlefish, Octopus,  Maori wrasse, Red
Morwong, and Nudibranchs. The DMs and shop staff were friendly and helpful. No tipping the DMs. You
pickup and return tanks(steel 10 or 12 liters) at the shop. Parking lot is behind the shop, with an entry to the
left side of the shop as you face it. The tanks were set up for yoke valves, but I think DIN was  available.
Snorkels were recommended for the rougher entries. They usually have a free guided group dive each week.
One day they had free pizza and beer at the shop.  The shop had good recommendations for local restaurants
there in Ramsgate.  They were happy to make recommendations for other area dives and even called another
shop to check on water conditions for us.

------------------------------------
"Personalized diving on the Great Barrier Reef" 

Blue Dive/Thala Beach Nature Reserve in Great Barrier Reef, Oct 2023 (Rpt #12826) 
by Philip M Carpenter (Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cayman Islands, Cozumel, Bonaire, Hawaii, Red Sea, French Polynesia, New Zealand, Malaysia, Maldives.
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
Numerous flights from Sydney and elsewhere. Transfers to Thala Beach can be arranged by the hotel, or
rental car parking is available . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  74 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
45 minutes maximum bottom time. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
We are not photographers, and relied on our guide for photos and videos. 

----- Overall Comments -----
For our land-based trip to Queensland and the GBR, we chose to stay at Thala Beach Nature Reserve, a
beautiful jungle and beach resort south of Port Douglas. The resort has a  secluded feel but still not too far
from Port Douglas. The staff are helpful and friendly, and the resort offers fun and interesting nature walks
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and other activities. If Thala Beach is booked through Blue Dive, they provide a 5% discount on the diving. 

�

Since this was our first trip to Australia, and that we expected to be on a  crowded boat, we chose diving
with Blue Dive. They provide private guides on the Silversonic, a large catamaran based in Port Douglas.
Blue Dive caters to beginners who need extra help, but also advanced divers who don't want to be
constrained by a larger group of divers of varying abilities. We are in our 60s, so we were looking for a little
extra help getting used to Great Barrier Reef diving. Our guide, Jess, picked us up at our hotel, took us to
the marina and arranged for space for us on the boat. It seemed that there were almost 100 people on the
boat, mostly snorkelers, but also dive classes and a few groups of certified divers. After a mildly choppy
ride to the Agincourt reefs, we entered the water with Jess but separate from the other divers. We put on our
gear near the entry point, but on the Silversonic, divers put on fins first and walk several steps to the dive
platform. Entry is by giant stride. 

�

Our first view of the GBR did not disappoint, with plenty of hard and soft coral cover, giant clams,
invertebrates, abundant tropical fish, large fish and occasional sharks. The coral looked healthy, with little
or no bleaching, and we didn't see any crown of thorns starfish. Water temperature was about 76 Fahrenheit,
with visibility about 60 ft.  Our first dive was to about 90 ft, but we encountered a current, so fighting it
limited our bottom time to about 30 minutes. Our remaining dives that day were at about 50 ft and without
currents. The Silversonic provides dives at 3 sites a day with a maximum bottom time of 45 minutes. For all
our dives the boat was moored in shallow water, so it was possible to do safety stops while still on the reef.
Three of the sites on our second day included 2 of the sites from the previous dives, but since Jess was
familiar with the reef, she took us to new locations for us at those sites. Blue Dive provides UW
photography and video for advanced divers, and we were very happy with the footage Jess provided for us.

�

Our  dives after that were on the Calypso, also out of Port Douglas, with groups of 6 or so divers.  Our  
experience was similar to a review by another diver in June 2023.  In summary, Blue Dive provided a
helpful introduction to the GBR for us. The service is a little pricey,  but it was worth it to us for the extra
attention. 

------------------------------------
"A must-do if you're in Northern Queensland, Australia" 

Calypso dive and snorkel in GBR, Jun 2023 (Rpt #12528) by Medea Isphording Bern 
(Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Hawaii, Society Islands, Australia, Florida, Galapagos. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
We took a non-stop United flight from SFO to Brisbane, then a quick flight from BNE to Cairns. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  
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Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy, currents. Water:  80 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  20 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
infants to us--I'm 64 and my husband is 73-he was probably the oldest person on the boat. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There was a basin for cameras. We carry a point and shoot with a housing and flash and it was adequate.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was a day-trip only on a huge power catamaran. Despite the fact that there were probably 100 people
on the boat, most everyone was well-behaved. There were two families with babies in strollers, but they
tried very diligently to keep their gear sequestered. Many many brand-new divers, some having their first
post-cert check-out dives. Ages and experience levels were all over the map. 

We left from Pt Douglas at 8am. It's a 90-minute ride to the Agincourt Reef within the Great Barrier Reef.
The ride was smooth on a ship this beamy and heavy though the chop was visible. Some clouds and
occasional quick showers kept conversation alive. 

We were grouped in clusters of 5-8; out of all of the patrons, only about 12 of us were divers. The
divemasters did a good job of explaining protocols, dispensing gear, discussing reef awareness. We were an
hour out when the head divemaster took my 73-year-old former dive instructor and physician husband aside
and told him he might not be able to dive. What?!  It was ostensibly because he'd answered truthfully that he
takes two different and rather benign medications, but we think it had more to do with his age. Despite his
pleading, honest assertion that he's logged over a thousand dives in the past 50 years of diving, and that he'd
just had a medical exam with a clean bill (though he unfortunately had not brought a doctor's note) they held
fast, even refusing to allow him to talk with their shore doc. Had we known this the day before even, we
could have had the doctor's note emailed to our hotel. We were not amused. Our hotel had made this
booking for us, so we'd not consulted Calypso's website, which (now, and perhaps also then but we will
never know) says that if you take prescription meds you cannot dive. They also refunded his diving
surcharge, which we appreciated.

So, he snorkeled, in a bright orange vest, while I explored-the diving was great for me but made us both feel
horrible that his perhaps one chance to dive the GBR had been preventably thwarted.

As far as critters, the most remarkable thing I saw were abundant tunicates on every dive. Advanced
bommie structures. Healthy plate corals, blue and purple branch corals, green stag horn corals. A frogfish.
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Eels. Huge spotted drums and porcupine fish. Two white-tipped reef sharks. Many nudibranchs including a
banana. All the usual tropical fish suspects: many different types of parrotfish, butterfly fish, angelfish,
plentiful rainbow wrasses.A couple of rays. Scads of sea cucumbers. Neon-lipped clams. A couple of
turtles. On the third dive, we were taken on the skiff out to the end of the reef, perhaps a quarter-mile from
the boat. On the count of three, the five of us remaining divers backflipped in unison in not gentle chop into
the water. The divemaster led us down around a bommie and into open ocean. Literally within what felt like
seconds, we were back at the reef near  the boat. If he had mentioned we were going to do a drift dive, I did
not hear it so was grateful for my experience; if you had not been aware of what we were doing, things were
moving so fast and we were so far apart that you may have had a panic attack. Or worse.

One aspect of the check in process after each dive/snorkel gave my husband and me pause. Rather than
calling roll, before the boat left the site everyone was told to stand in place and not move. Several of the
staff counted us. When they agreed that they each had the same, correct number of bodies, then we would
cast off. We've all seen 'Open Water.' My husband and I did have our inflatable sausages, but really in the
middle of the Coral Sea, who would even notice?

Since it worked out and he did have a chance to see some beautiful vistas hovering above the coral, we
called it a success. And a good excuse to make another trip to Australia, after we both have medical
certificates in hand. 

A question for everyone is this: should you lie about your prescriptions if you forget your medical cert? If
you 'know' you are healthy, is it better to get your dives in and keep your fingers crossed? We talked about
this at length afterward.We have actually had dive shop staff tell us to just answer 'no' to all of the medical
questions so you don't risk losing out on your diving. And they don't lose out on your revenue.  It's a
question of ethics, of individual vs community, of how you would feel about putting the operator at
potential hazard. While we, in the immediacy of the moment, considered that  it would have been better to
lie, we quickly determined it is better not to--for our own safety, for the safety of the dive operator and to
give those with whom we are diving no reason to have to cut their own trips short. But we'll never ever
leave home without medical paperwork again.

------------------------------------
"Diving on the World's Most Southerly Coral Reef" 

Dive Lord Howe/Somerset Apartments in Lord Howe Island, Oct 2023 (Rpt #12783) 
by Philip M Carpenter (Email author), CA, USA. Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cayman Islands, Cozumel, Bonaire, Hawaii, Red Sea, French Polynesia, New Zealand, Malaysia, Maldives.
Airport:  Lord Howe Island. Getting There:  
Sydney to Lord Howe Island Airport, but there may be weight restrictions of 50 lb total and no more than
30 lb per bag. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  68 to 70 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
20 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
5 minute safety stop. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
We did not take photographs. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Lord Howe Island is a picturesque island off the coast of New South Wales. It has a very remote vibe, with
about 400 residents and only 400 visitors allowed at any one time. My wife and I are both divers, and we
stayed at the Somerset Apartments, about halfway between Ned's and Lagoon Beaches.  Since
transportation on the island is limited, this location was convenient for carrying our dive gear from our
lodging to the boat. 

�

The diving there is weather-dependent, and the days we had originally booked were likely to be too windy,
so we our first dives were a day earlier than we expected. The boat was just off the beach in Lagoon Beach
in waist deep water. We are both in our 60s, so we appreciated that the crew carried our gear to the boat.
The boat was comfortable but fairly small, holding about a dozen divers. Our first boat dives were at sites
just off the coast near the island itself.  The water was calm and visibility was about 50 ft.  The water
temperature was about 68 Fahrenheit,  colder than most tropical diving, but not surprising because of the
southern location.  The bottom was rocky with moderate coral cover and algae.  There are recognizable
tropical reef fish, but also many endemic varieties. We saw slipper lobsters, spiny lobsters, kingfish and one
Galapagos shark. We followed our guide for all dives, and the safety stops at the end were for 5 minutes,
just to be safe since there are no nearby re-compression chambers.

�

Our last day of diving was just as the wind and swell increased considerably, so our diving was limited to
within the lagoon. There was more coral cover in the shallow, warmer water, and the unusual occurrence of
beds of sea grass abutting the coral. Unfortunately, the visibility was less than 20 feet and the surge and
tides resulted in a current that was was a challenge swimming against. The second dive of the day was
canceled because of the conditions. We did not plan on a trip to Ball's Pyramid, and it is unlikely a trip there
would have been possible due to the weather. 

�

Adrian, the owner, and the entire staff were phenomenal, always lending a hand in and out of the water.
When diving is not possible, there are land based activities including bird watching, hiking through palm

Australia: Land: 

    33/864



2024 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

forests, to remote beaches or up to  beautiful panoramic views of the island. There is a small museum with
displays of island history and the island's natural wonders. In summary, Lord Howe is a beautiful and
unique exotic island a little off beaten track. Weather there does not always cooperate but the dive operator
proved to be flexible and able to make accommodations to make our experience very enjoyable.

------------------------------------
"Interesting Shore Dive in Remote Western Australia" 

DIve Ningaloo/N/A in Navy Pier, Exmouth W Australia, Jun 2023 (Rpt #12472) 
by Laura Todd (Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Philippines, Indonesia, Tahiti, Malaysia, Bahamas, Galapagos. 
Airport:  Learmonth. Getting There:  
via Adelaide or Perth. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving:  Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  70 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
10 to 25 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Time limit due to extreme tides. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
The staff will lower cameras on a rope once you are in the water.  You have to carry your rig up three flights
of stairs in full gear when you get out of the water. There is a rinse tub back at the shop but no other
provisions for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is a special dive in a unique part of Australia and when the conditions and animals cooperate it can be
world class.  I dove it twice in a week and unfortunately had one below par and one average experience. 
Part of the issue is cost, at $AU300 for a double dive and $AU 230 for single dives.  The number of dives
you get is totally dependent on the tides for the day, as is your dive time.  The area is subject to extreme
currents and can only be done at slack high.  If you go in Australian winter (which you should to take
advantage of the whales and whale sharks on nearby Ningaloo reef), be prepared for the 70F water
temperatures.  I found it chilly but do-able in a 5 mil plus hood.  Dive Ningaloo rents 5 and 7 mil suits. If
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you get two dives, make sure to bring a hoody or jacket for the surface interval as its spent on the large open
top of the pier. It is also located on a working military base and there are strict security procedures: you
must bring your passport and register, which log will be checked when you enter the base, no photography,
etc.  There is also an extra $50 charge per day that I'm still not quite sure of the reason for.  Since the public
can't just turn up at the base, the operator includes bus pick ups from the local accommodations in the price. 
They are very organized, have a number of videos to prepare you for the dive and allow enough time for
everybody to get organized. Do pay attention and follow the procedures. Your kit will be towed right out
onto the end of the pier behind the bus on a chest high trailer, meaning you just unhook the bungee, back
into your gear and there you go.  There are some fitness requirements: you will need to descend about 20
stairs in full gear, do a pretty high (3 plus meters) giant stride and climb 3 shorter flights of stairs in full gear
when done.  Other than that, its an easy shallow dive, maxxing out at about 45 feet.  People with more than
30 dives are allowed to self guide and it is a finite space, but I still recommend going with a guide -
included in the price -  for one of your dives - I always see more.  The visibility here is never good and it
was pretty tragic, about 10 feet, on my first dive.  I saw some reef octopus, 2 or 3 wobbegongs and a pair of
the bright pink and purple Pseudoceros ferrugenous flatworms mating.  The highlight of the second dive a
few days later in addition to much better visibility, was an endemic Western Toadfish.  Also the famous Big
Friendly Grouper and some white tip reef sharks. The big toothy gray nurse sharks that the pier is renown
for have not really shown up this year.  There was a relative absence of macro life beyond a few common
nudis.  That said, the whole site is incredibly fishy. Would I go all the way to Western Australia just to dive
the pier again?  Not really.  I think its better done as part of a larger trip to the area.  The ideal, which many
Australians do, is a road trip all up or down the west coast, taking in at a minimum, Coral and Shark Bays to
the south and Broome and surrounds to the northeast.  If you have more time start further south and include
some of the awesome jetty dives in WA

------------------------------------
"Excellent pier dive (when conditions are good)" 

Dive Ningaloo/N/A in Exmouth Navy Pier, Western Aus, Aug 2023 (Rpt #12581 , Photos
) has 1 Helpful Vote by Phil Johnston (Email author), ZZ, AU. Sr. Contributor 22 reports filed
 and 22 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Malaysia, Indonesia (Bali, Komodo, Rajah Ampat,
Lembeh, Manado, Ambon) Cocos Islands, Mexico (Cozumel & Soccorros) Tonga, Galapagos, Tahiti,
Maldives, Mozambique, Bahamas, Red Sea, Roatan, Philippines, Hawaii (Kona, Maui). 
Airport:  Learmonth. Getting There:  
I flew direct Melbourne to Learmonth. This is seasonal Autumn-Spring, probably to co-incide with
whaleshark / humpback season. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  20 to 22 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
5 to 20 Meters. 

Australia: Land: 

    35/864

https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/DiveNingaloo_ExmouthNavyPierWesternAus_report_12581.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/DiveNingaloo_ExmouthNavyPierWesternAus_report_12581.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=12581
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=PAJ0


2024 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The usual, maximum depth is around 18 metres / 50 feet. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No facilities for rinsing cameras at the site. The pier is accessed by road in a van, no fresh water was carries
in the van for gear rinsing. Guests are returned to Dive Ningaloo's shop / office in Exmouth, which had very
basic tub for gear rinsing.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I had long wanted to dive the Navy Base pier at Exmouth. I did an initial shore dive, then a double dive two
days later, entering at the end of the pier.  

Exmouth Pier is rated as one of the world's best pier dive, I would agree that in good conditions it is an
amazing site. First dive was done as a shore dive due to work being done on the pier - it is still a working
pier used to deliver fuel to the Naval communications base at Northwest Cape. A small degree of surge was
experienced on entry - dives can only be done at slack water due to high currents in what is a quite
unprotected site. Visibility was not good - perhaps 5 meters / 20 feet. I got only glimpses of the extensive
fish life under the pier, but there was extensive macro life - nudis, flatworms etc - on the pylons & supports.

I dived the pier 2 days later - after 2 days of calm weather conditions & visibility were vastly improved - the
dive guides said it was as good as it gets at the pier. I saw it all - wobbegong sharks, stingrays, trevallies,
sweetlips, coral trout, grouper, angelfish, catfish, butterfly fish, olive sea snakes octopus & most
impressively, 2 full grown, very approachable grey nurse sharks (aka sand tiger sharks). The dive guide told
us these are generally present over the (southern) winter months. He advised that white tip sharks also
inhabit the pier but I did not see any.   

The 2 dives on my second visit were from the platform at the end of the pier, unlike my first dive 2 days
previous. Both dives were slack water ebb - it was the longest stride entry I have ever done because of the
low tide - around 3 meters / 10 feet.                                               Between dives basic snacks - instant soup
& crusty bread, & basic tea / coffee were provided from the trailer towed by Dive Ningaloo's van.  Those
wishing to dive the Navy Pier should be aware that there are reasonably strict security procedures in place
on account of it being a working Australian navy base - photo ID is needed to enter the Navy base &
photography whilst inside the base is prohibited.

Divers are ferried from Dive Ningaloo's office in Exmouth town, approximately 30 minutes away by van.
Gear is set up in the trailer towed by the van at the office, & extensive video briefings are shown during the
drive to the pier.   

I dived the pier in late (southern) winter, I generally don't feel the cold but these were not warm dives,
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despite Exmouth's semi-desert location. At most water temperature was 22 degrees Celsius.                           
                                    Overall I was delighted with my last 2 dives on the pier. I would  recommend that
those visiting Exmouth to dive the Navy pier should try & arrange dives on separate days if time & finances
permit, as conditions are obviously highly variable.                                               I would finally add that
Exmouth Gulf is an absolute haven for humpback whales - an estimated 12-13,000 pass Ningaloo over
winter. I saw whales from the pier, from the beach, during diving day trips to the Muiron Islands & during
the 3 day liveaboard I did with Dive Ningaloo. Exmouth / Northwest Cape / Ningaloo is likely the world's
premier location for whale watching.

------------------------------------
"Interesting Introduction to Exmouth, Western Australia" 

Exmouth Dive and Whale Shark/Potshot Motel in Ningaloo, Jun 2023 (Rpt #12488 ,
 Photos) by Laura Todd (Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Philippines, Indonesia, Tahiti, Malaysia, Bahamas, Galapagos. 
Airport:  Learmonth. Getting There:  
Via Adelaide or Perth. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  70 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  20 to 40 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
arbitrary 50 minute dive times. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There are no provisions for cameras on the boat at all and it seemed as if staff were not used to handing
them down to people.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I spent 4 days diving Lighthouse Bay and the Muiron Islands as part of a package put together by Australian
travel agency DivePlanit,  The remaining 2 days were spent at the Navy Pier- see separate review. 
Transfers to the large comfortable boat (complete with head and sundeck) were included in the price, as
were cookies and cake between the first and second dives and a lunch of wraps, cold cuts and fruit on the
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way back.  Boat rides were long (1.75 hours each way to the Muirons, less to Lighthouse Bay) and we had
rough conditions all but one day. Maybe it was the conditions that led them to repeat sites - no explanation
was offered - but we went to the exact same 2 places over the 4 days.  They rotated guides and while all
were competent safety- wise, only one pointed out much of anything.  I felt like I was being rushed at all
times: hurrying to get in the water, rushed along underwater and particularly in between dives.  They started
having people get ready for the second dive at half an hour and when I questioned this, insisted that it's
standard. I found the dives quite short also.  Whatever else the guides did, they made sure everybody was on
their safety stop at 45 minutes.  On one dive I had way more than half a tank left (all the depths were
shallow) so asked to look around the mooring for a bit; answer: NO.  Lighthouse bay was better for big fish,
including a reef manta one day, several wobbegongs, a white tip reef shark and the huge local olive sea
snakes. These guys were at least 5 feet long and very friendly. The other reason for a good rating on big
animals is the relatively close look we got at breaching humpbacks on the return trip one day.   We did see
the same pair of ornate ghost pipefish under a ledge on both visits: otherwise not much macro.  There was a
strong surface current at the Lighthouse Bay sites and most people had to hang around the mooring ball to
catch their breath before descending.  After the first day I asked for a granny line but none was installed.  Of
course I can do a surface swim in strong current, but why waste the energy and air? The Muirons were
better for coral and nudis but were not very fishy.  

The whales and whale sharks are there in the Australian winter, which means cool water temperatures
around 70F. I was fine underwater in a 5 mil suit and hood but froze on the boat.  It was impossible to warm
up in the sun because of the incessant wind of 20 to 30 mph.  The company rents 7 mil full suits.  To
everybody's credit I saw not a single bit of trash in the water all week.

�

The Potshot Motel is a large complex offering a variety of rooms from dorms to large family units with mini
kitchenettes (microwave, toaster, mini-fridge, tea and coffee).  The motel rooms are large but basic with
minimal storage room.  They are not serviced except between bookings. You can exchange towels at the
office.  The staff is very helpful.   There are 3 bars, a restaurant, unheated pool, laundromat and a liquor
store on the premises.  The restaurant did not offer breakfast so you will need to make time to get groceries
when you arrive or get up very early to eat at one of two restaurants in town that open before dive pick-ups
start. The food quality was good but the menu was small.  There are a variety of options for lunch and
dinner within half a mile walking distance.  The place is not set up for divers - no place to rinse your gear
and only a communal outdoor clothesline to dry.  

�

This area had been on my bucket list for quite a while and though I'm glad I went, I would do it differently
if I go again.  I think the thing to do is suck it up, rent a car, practice driving on the left and make a road trip
of it, as the Aussies do.  Make sure to include Shark and Coral Bays to the south and Broome, a bit of a
drive, as 

the Aussies say, to the north.  I would also try either May or September in hopes of warmer water and less
wind, although winter is theoretically less windy than summer according to the locals.

------------------------------------
"Southern Barrier Reef resort diving " 
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Lady Elliott Island Dive Shop/Lady Elliot Island Eco Resort in Queensland, southern
barrier r, Apr 2023 (Rpt #12410 , Photos) by Phil Johnston (Email author), ZZ, AU. 
Sr. Contributor 22 reports filed and 22 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Malaysia, Indonesia (Bali, Komodo, Rajah Ampat,
Lembeh, Manado, Ambon) Cocos Islands, Mexico (Cozumel & Soccorros) Tonga, Galapagos, Tahiti,
Maldives, Mozambique, Bahamas, Red Sea, Roatan, Philippines, Hawaii (Kona, Maui). 
Airport:  Bundaberg. Getting There:  
I flew from Coolngatta. 2 Hour flight, quite scenic. Flights to Lady Elliott Island also available from
Brisbane (Redcliffe airport), Hervey Bay & Bundaberg  . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  26 to 27 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
12 to 18 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The usual - follow the dive guide, no decompression diving, 3 minute safety stop etc. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No rinse tub on the dive boat, but not a real issue due to close proximity of dive sites to dive store. Dive
store had dedicated  rinse tub for cameras, but little else in the way of facilities for photographers. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I dived Lady Elliot Island in 1995 (also in April), & had been impressed by its larger marine life - mantas,
leopard sharks, shovel nose rays and some very large turtles.  I returned with quite high expectations, some
not met (few large animals) & others exceeded: hard corals and small fish / critters were much better than I
had remembered, perhaps have improved over the past 28 years? I did see one Manta - a very rare white
manta, which passed our group but did not stop, & there were certainly no mantas on any of the cleaning
stations. Small blacktip reef sharks were seen on half my 6 dives.                Whilst the absence of mantas in
any numbers was disappointing, I was pleased by the healthiness of the hard corals - no sign of bleaching or
crown of thorns. Favorite sites were Anchor Bommie & Spider's Ledge, lots of thriving staghorn corals &
abundant small tropical fish life. Due to large clouds of baitfish and glass fish around bommies such as 3
Pyramids & Lighthouse Bommies, many hunting coral trout, groupers, jacks & spanish mackeral were seen.

Australia: Land: 

    39/864

https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/LadyElliottIslandDiveShop_Queenslandsouthernbarrierr_report_12410.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/LadyElliottIslandDiveShop_Queenslandsouthernbarrierr_report_12410.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=12410
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=PAJ0


2024 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

2-3 turtles were seen on every dive, Lady Elliot Island is a nesting ground for both green & loggerhead
turtles so turtle sightings almost guaranteed.                                                  Dive operations are unique in
that divers set up tanks at the dive shop next to the resort, load tanks & weight belts on to a flat bed truck &
& are then driven in a towed wagon to one of a couple of beach loading areas. Divers kit up from the back
of the truck & walk across the beach to a diving punt with a lowered ramp for boarding of the boat. Divers
with lower back or knee issues might struggle with walking from the truck to the diving boat, although staff
were likely to be helpful for those needing assistance.                         The dive staff were uniformly helpful
& gave advice & assistance to my inexperienced partner. Being a relatively small island, dive sites are only
short trips. Most dive sites are on the western side of the island, which is generally the lee side. Whilst it
was quite windy our whole stay, dives conditions were relatively benign on the western sites.                        
                                      My partner & I both rated the resort highly. Our cabin (a 'Garden' Unit was smallish
but clean & a short walk to reception, dive shop & dining room. Buffet breakfast & dinner were part of the
room tariff, my partner & I loved the quality of the food - our 4 night stay was definitely not a slimming
experience!                                  Whilst I would have liked to have seen many more mantas, I overall
enjoyed my 6 dives & our 4 nights at the resort. My partner & I were sorry to be leaving after our 4 days at
Lady Elliot Island.

------------------------------------
"An Adventure on the Far Northern Great Barrier Reef" 

MV Kalinda in Far North Great Barrier Reef, Oct 2023 (Rpt #12690) by  Mark Rosenstein 
(Email author), MA, US. Sr. Contributor 22 reports filed and 16 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Fiji, Komodo, Lembeh, Tulamben, Palau, Raja Ampat, Solomons, Wakatobi, Maldives, GBR, Philippines,
Galapagos, many Caribbean. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
Cruise was supposed to end at Horn Island, which has 2 flights daily to Cairns.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy, currents, no currents. Water:  78 to 80 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  20 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Following Queensland safety rules, they track air in, air out, and max depth.  You are supposed to return
with 50 bar/750 psi, but nothing was said the few times I returned with less.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
They had several rinse tubs and were good about passing cameras on entry and exit, but had no dedicated
space for camera maintenance and charging.  Our cruise was not full, and we used two tables in the salon
for cameras.  On a full cruise, this would have been difficult.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my first time in many years going with a budget operator, and once in that mindset, the facilities
were fine.  But arriving, I wasn't prepared not to be able to freshwater rinse after each dive, and wasn't told
ahead of time we were expected to bring our own towels (they had a few extras).  I was expecting shared
bathrooms and having to move my own dive gear.  While the boat was somewhat spartan, things worked
adequately, the dive operations were well run, and the food was tasty.

�

All diving was directly from the ship.  We did a giant-stride entry, and exited up a set of steps.  Generally
the currents weren't too strong to make it back to the ship.  They did have one small tender that could pick
someone up in an emergency, but we weren't to rely on that.  We did just a few drift dives with a live boat
which was tricky positioning a 72ft ship next to floating divers.

�

For years now I have been hearing that the GBR is not doing well.  I last dived there in 2006 when I hadn't
seen much to compare it to.  On this trip I saw that the ribbon reefs outside of Cairns aren't in great shape,
but things got better as we headed north.  Coral coverage was good on the Great Detached Reef, our furthest
point.  Though even there it wasn't colorful, so I did little wide-angle photography.  We did see plenty of
sharks, turtles, tunas, and other large animals in the more remote protected areas.  I was pleased that
Silvertip Sharks outnumbered Gray Reefs on most dives.

�

However, on day ten of our twelve day cruise, the boat suffered a mechanical failure.  While they have two
main engines, there is a single gear box that connects those engines to the propeller, and that failed,
something I am told is extremely unusual.  They were unable to put the boat in gear, and we were adrift. 
This happened just before a dive on a deep pinnacle, and there were no shallows nearby to threaten us, or
allow us to anchor.  They ended up using the tender to pull the ship very slowly for several hours to the
nearest spot shallow enough to drop anchor.  Meanwhile, a tug was dispatched, and we later spent over 24
hours under tow to the nearest port.  They arranged a charter flight to get us back to Cairns in time to make
our flight connections home.  The end result some some excitement, and the loss of the last two days of
diving.  While not the way I expected the trip to go, and I was disappointed to miss what was rumored to be
the best dives of the trip, the owner and crew handled the situation well.

------------------------------------
"Surprisingly good coral life, mantas almost guaranteed" 

Ningaloo Reef Dive in Coral Bay, Western Australia, Aug 2023 (Rpt #12595 , Photos) 
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by Phil Johnston (Email author), ZZ, AU. Sr. Contributor 22 reports filed and 22 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Malaysia, Indonesia (Bali, Komodo, Rajah Ampat,
Lembeh, Manado, Ambon) Cocos Islands, Mexico (Cozumel & Soccorros) Tonga, Galapagos, Tahiti,
Maldives, Mozambique, Bahamas, Red Sea, Roatan, Philippines, Hawaii (Kona, Maui). 
Airport:  Learmonth. Getting There:  
I drove from Exmouth in rental vehicle, around 2 1/2 hour drive . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  21 to 22 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
15 to 20 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The usual, no deco diving, return with 50 bar. Dive sites were quite shallow so hard to get into trouble.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No rinse tub on the boat. Basic rinse tub back at the shop. oat. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This operator offers a number of half & full day dive / snorkel tours, I did the full day "Ningaloo Adventure
& Manta Ray Tour" on 2 separate days. These were combined 2 tank dives / 1 manta snorkel. Around half
the passengers on both days were pure snorkelers, many being family groups.

I dived 3 sites over the 2 trips - Blue Maze, The Elbow & Asho's Reef. Whilst Coral Bay is essentially the
southernmost extent of hard corals in Western Australia (winter water temperatures being a maximum of
20-21 degrees), I was very impressed by the lushness, diversity & health of the hard coral at the sites I
dived. Fish life was not prolific but pleasant enough, turtles were seen on every dive. Macro life was only
fair although did see the occasional nudi on each dive.

"Asho's Reef" was definitely the pick of the 3 sites - excellent & varied hard corals, & a shark & turtle
cleaning station at the top of quite a large expanse of crinkly hard coral. At least 1/2 dozen grey reef sharks
visited the station for cleaning during the 10-15 minutes I was around the cleaning station.

Manta snorkels were undertaken on each day trip. A spotter plane was used to give directional guidance to
the boat. Mantas were seen from the surface regularly, but use of the spotter plane made sightings an 
almost certainty. I certainly saw mantas on both days, often with quite long snorkels over an individual
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manta & a pairing of a male & much larger female manta.

I have dived the Great Barrier Reef multiple times with very few manta sightings, however they were more
than plentiful in the Western Australian locations I visited on this trip (Muiron Islands, Exmouth & Coral
Bay) - I would estimate I saw 14-15 over the course of 10 or so days.

The trips were well organized, particularly as many of the passengers were very inexperienced first time
snorkelers. A buffet lunch was put on with salads, meats, wraps, sandwiches & bread rolls, as well as
morning tea of sticky bun. Guests gather at the operator's store in Coral Bay for fitting of rental wet suits &
hire gear, & are bused to /from a wharf around 10 minutes from the shop where the boat is boarded.

Coral Bay is very scenic, with some of the best beaches I have seen. Between dives / manta snorkels the
boat cruised over the sand flats looking for larger sharks (eg tigers) which apparently hunt for turtles over
those areas. Regrettably, I didn't see any tigers.

Overall I really enjoyed Ningaloo Reef Diving's 2 day trips, for its (almost) guaranteed manta sightings, the
sharks at Asho's Bommie, hard corals at all sites & beautiful scenery. 

------------------------------------
"Top notch diving on the northern edge of the Great Barrier Reef" 

resort dive op/Lizard Island in Lizard Island, Sep 2023 (Rpt #12607) by  AJ HILLER 
(Email author), MA, US.  Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Fiji, French Polynesia, Mediterranean, Caribbean, Mexico, California. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
LAX to SYD to Cairns to Lizard Island. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  75 to 77 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
75 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Limitations based on mix of other divers (AOW vs OW certification). 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
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Nothing specific on boats for UWP; most UWP work with GoPro, not big UWP rigs; very eco-conscious
regarding disruptive strobe/lighting effects on fish. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Great location for diving the great barrier reef.  Only 1.5 hr boat ride to Cod Hole (outer reef), where there
are 9 resident Giant Potato Cod.  Most are friendly and curious.  Also, depending on the dive, bull sharks,
tiger shark, whales.  Corals are generally healthy after significant bleaching event about 12 years ago.  Inner
reef dives are also good, especially Cobia and Mermaid.  Two weeks before visit, the divemaster reported
seeing 20 Minke whales at Mermaid. Large and healthy fish population.  Lots of turtles, including a resident
Loggerhead.

------------------------------------
"Interesting diving in Western Australia" 

Sail Ningaloo in Ningaloo/Western Australia, Mar 2023 (Rpt #12411) by  Alice Ribbens 
(Email author), MN, US. Contributor 19 reports filed and 18 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Komodo, Raja Ampat, Banda Sea, Philippines, Maldives, Palau, GBR, Fiji, British Columbia, Monterey,
Puget Sound, Hawaii, Bonaire, Turks & Caicos, Caymans, Honduras, Belize, Cozumel, Akumal, Sea of
Cortez, Lake Superior, Solomon Islands, St. Croix, St. Vincent, Socorro, Cuba, Lembeh etc.. 
Airport:  Learmonth. Getting There:  
We flew to Perth and spent time driving up the coast. Flew back to Perth from Learmonth.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  23 to 26 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
10 to 30 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dives limited to 50 (sometimes 60) minutes. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
See above about rinse buckets. There were no dedicated charging areas. You could charge things in the
salon or in your room.. 

----- Overall Comments -----

Australia: Land: 

    44/864

https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/SailNingaloo_NingalooWesternAustralia_report_12411.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=12411
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=wonderland


2024 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

We had wanted to go to Ningaloo for awhile. After a trip planned by some friends was rescheduled due to
Covid, we were able to join them. Our trip was also rescheduled due to Covid, but finally occured in March
2023. We spent ~3 weeks in Western Australia, a few days south of Perth and then making our way up the
coast to Ningaloo, diving with Sail Ningaloo at the end of the trip. While the diving was very interesting, I
don't know that I would do this trip again unless I happened to be in Australia or Western Australia for a
different reason. (The diving in Ningaloo is very very different than the GBR.)

�

Sail Ningaloo is a class operation. They were very responsive to all of our questions and inquiries ahead of
time. They also arranged hotel rooms for all of us on the nights before and after the boat, arranged airport
transport, and stored a bunch of extra luggage for us while we were on the boat.

�

Their liveaboard Shore Thing is a catamaran and it's a small boat. Definitely the smallest of the 25
liveaboards I've been on (other than a teeny tiny boat in Lake Superior). There are 4 cabins for guests. 2
have king sized beds and ensuites. The other 2 as far as I know have double beds and smaller bathrooms.
(My husband and I had the smaller of the 2 smaller rooms; our bathroom was outside our room.) I don't
know about the bigger rooms, but there was very little storage space in our room and not much storage
space elsewhere on the boat. No air con in our room, but we could open the window at night and there was a
fan which provided a decent cross breeze. I gave accomodations 3 stars because of the size of our room, but
if you had one of the larger rooms, you might feel differently.

�

We had chartered the group as a group of 7 divers. I got the impression that it is unusual for them to have a
whole dive trip/charter. It seems that they usually do snorkeling trips with maybe a few divers on board who
do a handful of dives over the course of a 4-5 day trip. There is no nitrox on board, but that didn't really
matter since most of the dives we did were fairly shallow. The captain did a good job at picking sites based
on weather and surge conditions. It was generally windy during our trip and perhaps that also figured into
what sites we dove.

�

There were 2 DMs in the water with us on most dives. Even though we had chartered the whole boat (and
were a group of very experienced divers), our dive times were limited to 50 minutes. Standard tanks were
10.5L steels, but the smaller tanks didn't really matter since they limited dive times and most of our dives
were to 10 m or less. Most of the dives involved giant strides off the back of the boat.

�

There isn't really a dedicated dive deck. The back part of the boat had some cubbies for storage of fins and
smaller items as well as some camera buckets (2 people had large rigs and 2 had point and shoots and that
seemed to challenge the capacity of available dedicated rinse buckets). But the back deck is also where they
would set up a table for meals so everything was wiped dry after dives. (A couple of the crew also slept on
this back deck on air mattresses.) My guess is that meals would have been in the salon in the event of bad
weather, but that didn't happen.
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�

There also was no place to rinse wetsuits between dives. When we asked about that, we were told that
usually they just rinsed stuff out at the end of a trip. We were told to hang wetsuits along with swimsuits
over the railing (no hangers or place to hang wetsuits on hangers), but they needed to be tied down because
of the wind.  

�

We had hoped to see whale sharks since March is the beginning of whale shark season in Ningaloo. BUT it
turned out that where they usually see the whale sharks are specific snorkeling sites and you're not allowed
to dive there (or something like that). We did snorkel with mantas but did not see any on our dives. The boat
captain seemed surpised that we weren't more interested in snorkeling.

�

Most of the coral we saw was not in great shape. That may have also been a function of the dive sites we
were limited to because of the wind. We did see a lot of varied fish life, nudibranchs, etc. though the
biodiversity was not as high as in Indonesia or other parts of the tropical pacific or Indian oceans. Water
was generally chillier than we had hoped for--mostly 23-26 C. All of that being said, we did see lots of fish
including a number of endemics. One dive site included a cleaning station for gray reef sharks--I've never
seen so many outside of hook-in dives in Palau. We also saw 2 different kinds of wobbegongs on one of the
night dives as well as a lot of other interesting critters.

�

Limitations of the diving aside, the crew was fantastic. We received thorough briefings before all of the
dives and the DMs were generally responsive to our dive styles. Aside from the DM and the capatin, there
was 1 additional crew member who did all of the cooking and food prep (aside from when the captain
manned the grill on the deck) and she was amazing. She dealt with everyone's food issues and every meal
was incredible, especially when you consider the tiny kitchen in which it was prepared.

------------------------------------
"Great day with plenty of Grey Nurse Sharks" 

Wolf Rock Dive Centre in Rainbow Beach, Jun 2023 (Rpt #12496 , Photos) 
by Peter Rivers (Email author), Canterbury, NZ.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Diving has all been in New Zealand and Australia. 
Getting There:  
We flew into Brisbane and had a camper van from there.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  21 to  °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. 
Visibility:  15 to 20 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
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Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Under the rules of the concession, dives must be guided. This was well and sensitively done.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
This is a relatively congested boat without room for a dedicated camera station, but for all that the crew
looked after my camera as though it was their own. I wouldn't have any reservation about taking a large
system, apart from the fact that you would want to take protective cases to look after things in the event that
the trip was rough.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The guys at Wolf Rock Dive really looked after us. We had nine divers (full trip would be ten), two dive
guides and James the skipper. The boat is not big for this number of divers, but was very well managed so
the number of divers was not a problem. 

The trip departs from an inlet by Rainbow Beach (awesome place to stay btw), and goes out past K'Gari
(Fraser Island of the dingo biting tourist's bottoms fame) and is a 40 - 50 min trip each way. Our trip was
smooth on the way out and quite a bit rougher on the way home - but no problem for the boat or crew. The
boat seemed capable and well looked after. It is an 8 or 9 metre pontoon boat.

Wolf Rock is a collection of rocks that has a resident population of Grey Nurse Sharks - at this time of the
year is really just the pregnant females but at other times can have up to 150 sharks in the area. I guessed
that there were 40 or 50 sharks around on the day.

The crew worked really hard for us, loading gear, changing tanks between dives, managing the boat, and
guiding the dives, all without a word of complaint were happy and fun to be around. They were great. Hot
soup and drinks and snacks were provided for us between the two dives. Communications with the shop
were excellent before the trip and they happily delivered me back to Rainbow Beach campground
afterwards.

For the diving, we were split into two groups based on experience and were guided throughout the dive.
This is a requirement placed on Wolf Rock Dive as part of their concession to ensure that us visiting does
not affect the sharks - but it was well done and not an issue at all. The sharks were incredible! The guides
made and effort to position us where we could be very close to the sharks without bothering them e.g.
waiting behind rocks known to be on the shark's "circuit".

The first group off the boat saw a Manta, but our group did not.

I did 15 dives while in Australia and for me this was the best of them.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards
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