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"Mediterranean Sea Diving " 
Dragoman Dive Center/Hotel Sardunya in town in KAS, Aug 2022 (Rpt #12054) 
by David Whiteside (Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Mexico: Cozumel & Cabo Puleo, Bonaire, St Kitts, Socorro(4), Coco's Island(3) Saba, Belize, St Thomas,
Turks, Hawaii, Palau, Yap, Turk Lagoon, Florida Keys, Jamaica, BVI, Red Sea, Maldives, Indonesia. 
Airport:  Dalaman. Getting There:  
San Francisco to Istanbul to Dalaman Airport, 2 hour van ride to KAS. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  75 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  30 to 40 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified] Dive with Buddy. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: N/A Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Several of the divers had small Camera's but the boat had no rinse buckets for camera's.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Mediterranean Sea diving is just okay, no large Pelagics or large fish.

the boat was just okay,  the owner was running a group of a dozen snorkelers, a group of divers learning
open water and 8 Experienced divers.  The real  problem was all groups were trying to get in and out of the
Water at the same time.  The boat was crowded.  the boat had life jackets but no information was given to
the group as to location and how to put on.  The boat would anchor at the dive sites but if any of the group
had a problem their emergency small boat was in for repair and a crew member would need to jump in the
water and swim for a rescue.  No indication of any measures for Covid.  The town (KAS)  was full of
vacationers but a very small  percentage were wearing masks.

------------------------------------

Turks and Caicos (17 Reports)

Turks and Caicos Diving Overview: 
This island group, south of the Bahamas and north of the Virgins, features awesome walls and clear water.
Provo, the glitzy tourist island, has spectacular beaches, but shallow water and it's an hour's boat ride to the
better diving of South or West Caicos. Grand Turk is a funky, laid-back island that has a dramatic wall right
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offshore and occasional fishy surprises. Salt Cay has pretty diving plus the wreck of HMS Endymion, a
British 18th Century frigate, and the boats visit Grand Turk's wall. Bring a sweater in the winter; it can get
cool in the evenings. The flight to Provo from Miami is a little over an hour. Hurricanes? The islands took a
double blow from both Irma and Maria in 2017.

Turks and Caicos Seasonal Planner: 
During the rainy season, June through November, average monthly rainfall averages about 2.5 inches (more
than 6cm) a month. The dry season runs from January to May, and the monthly average drops to about 1
inch (25mm). Winter temperatures can drop to 60°F (16°C) but average about 77°F (25°C). Bring a
jacket for evenings, since the wind may kick up and it gets chilly. Northerly winds can disrupt the diving
periodically. Summer brings temperatures back up to 90°F-plus (32°C). Water temperatures range from
a low of 71°F (22°C) in winter to a high of 80°F-plus (27°C) during summer.

Land-Based
"South Caicos" 

 Reef Divers/East Bay Resport, May 2022 (Rpt #12119) by  Marcy Altman (Email author),
 NY, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia - different places, all over the caribbean, belize,  Fiji, Thailand, Philippines. 
Airport:  South Caicos. Getting There:  
NY-Provo-S Caicos. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  surge. Water:  79 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  50 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The resort and dive operation was top notch.  The dive operation was valet, so we didn't do anything with
our equipment until it was time to go home.

The resort was beautiful and the food was excellent.  There was a beautiful beach, with umbrellas.  The
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resort was fairly empty, so i don't know fi there would be enough chairs and umbrellas at capacity.

We were disappointed in the diving.  The corals are not in good shape, and not a lot of fish.

We had been to Grand Turk not that long ago, and there is a big difference in ocean life.

------------------------------------
"What you want out of Caribbean diving" 

Aqua TCI in Provo, Jul 2022 (Rpt #11969) by Anthony  Bracco (Email author), CT, US. 
Reviewer 3 reports filed and 4 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Florida’ Keys Cayman Islands, Bonaire, Roatan, Saba, Palau, Chuuk, Indonesia. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
Direct Flight from NY JFK.  . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  81 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
On the boat with 500. No diving under 100. (Not sure if they bend this one). 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
The camera situation seem normal.  I don’t take a camera when I dive with my daughter.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is what you hope for in the Caribbean.  Great vis (70-100), healthy corals and abundant fish life.  I was
very pleased with the overall diving.  Sharks on every dive a few turtles and the cast of all the usual
suspects.  Tons of Jaw fish (a banded on a snorkel) lots of eels 5 species.  I was very happy to see many
grouper, snapper and other big fish lacking in some other island destinations.  The big payoff two bat fish in
the shallow turtle grass and while checking them out I found a pipefish!   Turks checked all the boxes for
the Caribbean.  One main drawback was the 50+ min boat rides   

   AquaTCI was a nice outfit.  Boats clean and in good condition.  The staff was very helpful and nice.  
Very helpful when my daughter of 40 dives and not since before Covid was a total dumpster fire on her first
dive. Mask broke, computer not working and she left her fins at the dock.   They took care of it all and we
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enjoyed some great diving.  Thanks!

------------------------------------
"An sweet get-a-way" 

Blue Water Divers in Grand Turk, Mar 2022 (Rpt #11886) by Barbara Wise (Email author),
 AZ, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
All over the world. 
Airport:  Grand Turk. Getting There:  
Major Airlines Flights from US east coast and Canada to Providenciales then a inter island airline to Grand
Turk. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My dive buddy and I needed to blow bubbles so we chose to go to Grand Turk for a week of diving. Getting
there from the west coast was a two day event with an overnight in Miami, but the flights were easy along
the way. We stayed at one of the island hotels, Osprey Beach, which is across the street from Bluewater
divers, so very convenient. Bluewater is a small shop, limited in what they sell, only  t shirts and a few other
items, as their focus is on diving.

Dive days we meet at the shop, walked to the beach and were assisted into the boat at the shore. Travel time
to the dive sites was 5 to 10  minutes at best. Two tank dives each morning. The west side of Grand Turk
sits just off a very deep (7000) drop off The Grand Turk Wall which is the deepest part of the West Caicos
Walls. The top reef sits at 30-40 feet then wall diving is just off the edge. So every dive was a great combo
of both. Lots of healthy Caribbean coral, and plenty of baby fish seems to indicate the reef is healthy. The
island divers have been hunting the lion fish and we only saw one very small on in the entire week. In
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addition they are on top of the Stony Coral issue and trying to keep their coral healthy as well.  Whale song
could be heard underwater, as well as dolphin s chattering,  and sightings were common, as it was 
migration season.. once just of the stern of our boat! 

Bluewater divers is safety conscience, they have two boats , one is a six-pack, while the second holds 8-10,
both of which are well maintained. Dive guides are all dive masters or instructors and are pleasant and
attentive.The dive profiles were deep in the beginning along the wall ending on top under the boat.The only
frustrating part  is that our safety stops were  mid water and that , of course, is frustrating when you can look
down and see things just below you that you can't get close to.

Grand Turk is out of the way, not the "party island" that the Providenciales is, and well worth the hassle of
getting there for a lovely quiet get away with some great diving. Just a warning however, The airport in
Providenciales is a mad house!

------------------------------------
"Second Trip" 

Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turk, Dec 2021 (Rpt #12151) by  Steve Clayman (Email author),
 ON, CA. Reviewer 5 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Canada, U.S., Australia, Fiji, Tonga, Greece, Caribbean, Maldives. 
Airport:  Pearson Int'l Airport-Toronto. Getting There:  
Toronto-Provo-Grand Turk. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  78 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 0 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Rince tank. I use a simple Sea Life camera and therefore don't require anything remotely elaborate.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
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I've been remiss in submitting a report, but as it turned out, the delay was fortunate. As reported in
Undercurrent a few issues ago, Bohio Dive Resort went bankrupt sometime in 2022. I would have been
upset knowing my positive review resulted in visitors being disappointed and possibly losing money.

I fully paid in December 2019 for a week during March 2020, just in time for COVID-19 to shut down the
world. Although Bohio wouldn't refund my payment, I was told they would honour the reservation
whenever I decided to come. This happened December 2021 and they were true to their word.

Wall dives and cuts made the location interesting. Some reefs were almost devoid of fish life. Others were
full. A few lion fish were speared and fed to a couple of moray eels. Two and sometimes three white tip
sharks would emerge every time we entered the water. They would swim by at a distance, reverse and swim
back the other way. At each pass they would come closer and at some point decided to leave. I asked about
this behaviour and was told that a nearby dive operation feed the sharks. That's why they return when divers
are in the water. A big no-no in my books.

Bohio upped their dive game from the time I was last there with a new purpose-built dive boat; fast and
comfortable. The rooms and property were clean and well maintained. The food was consistently delicious.

Good AC, wi-fi connections and reliable electricity. If Bohio opens up, I would consider returning, but first
of all making sure I had adequate insurance for what befell the resort.

------------------------------------
"Disappointing Diving in Grand Turk" 

Bohio Dive Resort/Bohio Resort in Grand Turk, Apr 2022 (Rpt #12212) 
by Jeanette Hartshorn (Email author), MO, US. Contributor 17 reports filed and 13 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Florida, Atlantic, Dominica, Saba, St Maarten, St Kitts, Grand Turk, Cayman Islands, Mexico,
Indonesia, Maldives, Hawaii, Palmyra Atoll, Cocos Island, Galapagos, Belize, Roatan. 
Airport:  Grand Turk Airport. Getting There:  
Miami to Provo PLS. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  surge. Water:  78 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
25 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
no deco, stay with divemaster. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
there was a rinse tank for cameras onshore but they didn't enforce keeping it for cameras so other gear
ended up in it.  They didn't change the water often either.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
In Mar 2022, it was still a bit difficult (due to COVID pandemic) to get entry into many countries with dive
destinations.  To enter Grand Turk, we had to purchase additional Government mandated medical insurance,
even though we have good medical coverage.  Also required were negative COVID test results. 

Bohio Resort is a nice looking resort property on a quiet beachfront, north of Cockburn town.  The
accommodations are very basic but clean and with nice ocean views.  The waters are beautiful shades of
aqua, teal, and blue.  The dive package that we purchased included breakfast and lunch.  The food is very
good, the service is very slow.  We had dinner here a couple of times, but it is quite pricey.  There are some
other options for dinner on island, besides those in Cockburn town, which are small local kitchens that serve
up some great food.   They can be hard to find, many are not open every day, and many close early by 7pm. 
There are bicycles at the resort that you can borrow to cruise around the island.  They won’t let you use
them at and after sunset (which is around 6:30pm) though, so if you go elsewhere for dinner, plan on
walking or getting a taxi.  The island is so small that a taxi ride might take 5minutes, but you’ll be waiting
awhile to get it, so we opted to walk. 

Some of our luggage got delayed 1 day from Provo (via Intercaribbean Airways- flights were included in
Bohio package), as the weight limits for the planes are restrictive for passengers as they prioritize cargo
over luggage going to Grand Turk.  The dive package only includes 10 dives for a week’s stay (no afternoon
or evening dives), and there’s not much to do in the afternoon.  The divemasters here are all contracted by
the resort, depending on how busy the resort is.  We had 3 different divemasters over 10 dives, and they all
had different dive styles.  We enjoyed diving with one, while another one was more interested in shooting
photos with his GoPro than paying attention to divers.  They hunt the lionfish routinely, so the bigger fish
including groupers and  barracudas come looking for some handouts.

Unfortunately, over the course of the dive week, what we noticed was that was a lot of coral damage and
unhealthy corals.  Though we saw an array of reef life, it was not abundant – trunkfish, squirrelfish,
hamlets, filefish, butterflyfish, cowfish, grunts, sailors choice, queen and French angels, some stingrays,
flounder, several reef sharks, some barracuda, spotted drumfish, a couple of young hawksbill turtles, a lot of
flamingo tongues on soft corals, some isopods on soldierfish and other fish.  

When I returned home from this trip and downloaded my underwater photographs, I compared them to
those I took 10years ago when we dived here.  My pictures confirmed how much the reef system had
degraded over the last 10 years. Grand Turk is a cute island that’s nice to visit once.  But in my opinion it’s
a better beach experience than a dive experience.

Visit my blog at https://underwatersplendor.com

------------------------------------
"Mixed feelings" 
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Dive Provo , Jan 2022 (Rpt #11868) has 1 Helpful Vote by Rob Longley (Email author),
 NY, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 3 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  51-100 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
St. John, USVI
Key Largo
Cozumel
Roatan
Dos Ojos cenote, Tulum. 
Airport:  Providenciales. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  . Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  78 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I had a mixed experience with Dive Provo.

The dive operation was well run on the surface and the boat was clean and comfortable. Everybody was
friendly and helpful.

I was diving with an inexperienced companion. We had poor visibility on the first day and my companion
wanted to stick close to the DM, but was very rattled by the experience because the DM didn't pay much
attention to my companion, didn't check on air pressure, etc.

The DM completely lost me on several occasions. I wasn't especially bothered because I can use a compass
and I could see the flicker of bubbles so I knew that I was near to the group. I have been on dives where the
DM counted to see that everybody was near. I felt that the DM on these dives was only interested in getting
out and getting back and assumed that everybody was with him.

I also felt that we could have spent a lot more time on the walls. I had more attentive DMs on other dives,
which made my companion much more comfortable (and the visibility was much better), but all of them
would swim along the wall for a while, then go to the top of the reef and swim back. I have been on wall
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dives elsewhere that stayed on the wall for the entire time. Dive Provo's guides could, IMO, plan the dives
better.

All in all, though, I would dive with them again if I ever returned to the Turks and Caicos. That said, I
wouldn't recommend Turks and Caicos as a dive destination. For the money there are many other better
places to go.

------------------------------------
"Fantastic and relaxing diving in Grand Turk" 

Grand Turk Diving Co. Ltd/N/A in Grand Turk, Feb 2022 (Rpt #11876) by Adli Waziri 
(Email author), CO, US. 2 reports filed and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Fiji, Red Sea (Dahab), Australia (GBR), Carribean (Cozumel, Belize, Bonaire, Tobago), Sea of Cortez,
Socorro, Guadalupe Island. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Fly into Providenciales and take local flight to Grand Turk. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  75 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
70 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My wife and I spent a week in Grand Turk and dove with Grand Turk Diving.  My wife is an inexperienced
diver and had not dove for several years.   Smitty at Grand Turk Diving gave her one of the best refresher
courses I have ever witnessed.   He was thorough and patient and made sure she was comfortable with all
the skills before proceeding to the next.  I've seen a lot of places do refreshers as kind of a 'go through the
motions' and get on to the 'real' diving, and this wasn't one of them, thankfully.  
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The diving was, in general, excellent.  Water temps were in the upper 70s and calm with no appreciable
current or surge. The reef seemed to be in great condition, although I felt the populations of fish were a little
lower than I expected.   We saw lots of garden eels, turtles (green and hawksbill,) sting-rays, barracuda,
grouper and all of the other usual suspects in terms of fish.   I was surprised to not find any moray eels
lurking about, but I wasn't looking too hard.   I was hoping, but not counting on, seeing sharks while there
and was pleasantly surprised that there were at least 2-3 Caribbean reef sharks cruising around the edge of
the wall on almost every dive.   We were even able to hear humpback whales singing on several of the
dives, which was a first for me. 

In terms of operations, Grand Turk Diving met all expectations.   They were extremely accommodating,
friendly, safe and competent.  I was happy that schedules were kept pretty close to plan, unlike some places
where 'island time' means you don't even get on the boat until an hour or 2 after you were supposed to.  We
rented BCDs and Regulators, which were in very good shape and had no operational issues at all during the
week.   Smitty was also very helpful with giving my wife an additional 3mm wetsuit to wear under her 7mm
farmer-john (she gets cold very easily).  The boat was nothing fancy, but was comfortable, and in good
condition including a shade structure and dry box.   Smitty was very knowledgeable about the reef, sea life,
and history of the area and was a very amiable host.  

Grand Turk overall is a fantastic place if you are looking for a very relaxing, low-key place to vacation.  
Even when there are cruise ships docked, it is always possible to find a beautiful beach all to yourself.   The
cruisers typically don't venture out much from the Southern part of the island in any large numbers.   There
is not much in terms of night-life, which for us was just fine.   Food is expensive, but there are several very
good restaurants and the grocery store is surprisingly well stocked.

------------------------------------
"Grand Turk reopened.  Osprey Inn is timeless. " 

Oasis Divers/Osprey Inn. in Grand Turk, Mar 2022 (Rpt #11870 , Photos) by  Bill Schlegel 
(Email author), MO, US. Contributor 17 reports filed and 17 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
About everywhere.  This trip to Grand Turk left me just short of 1700 dives.  Been contributing to
Undercurrent for over 25 years.. 
Airport:  Grand Turk. Getting There:  
Fly to Provodenciales (PLS) from several North American air hubs.  Island hopper to Grand Turk.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, surge. Water:  77 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
As I remember initial briefing:  "Try to stay above 100 feet.  No planned decompression diving.  Back on
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boat at about a hour out of courtesy to others.  Stay with buddy.. 
----- What I Saw -----

Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
No boat facilities other than a clean camera bucket.  There is adequate WiFi at the Osprey Hotel.  I would
advise photographers to keep their systems on at all times, especially along the excellent walls where shark
and dolphin fly by's can occur very quickly.  Camera "boot up time"  can be a killer.  There are even
occasional whale fly by's but our group missed that.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was the 4th trip I can remember to Grand Turk over the last 25 years.  Went because a large group of
friends had the week booked.  

     Will divide report into two main sections.  First is travel issues and the Osprey Inn.  The second part in
next paragraphs pertains to Oasis Divers.  

     Like the rest of the world, T&C islands is on the tail end of the latest COVID surge and I have to admit
that their COVID related travel clearance protocols work smoothly.  31 travelers were in our group and
none had any travel and immigration problems.  If you go, just carefully study the TCI website.  Provide
what they want.  No problem.

     The connections through Delta and the local island hopper were smooth.  The Osprey Inn was a quaint
and wonderful trip into the past.  Deja Vu for me.  Clean.  Great service. Unlimited hot water. Nice pool and
patio area.  Food was very good.  We and a package with breakfast included and other meals extra.  The
room service was excellent.  Management was attentive to the usual questions.  The beach in front is one of
the most beautiful in the world; no kidding.  There are gates around the poolside patio to keep the friendly
island dogs and donkeys out of the poolside area. Bar and table service are very good.  Overall cost was
reasonable.

     There are several other excellent restaurants within walking distance of the Osprey and we enjoyed them
for lunch and dinner.  The Sandbar bar, next to the dive shop.  This is about 200 year stroll down the
picturesque street and next to Oasis Divers. The Secret Garden restaurant and the Grand Turk Inn provided
high end meals.  Recommended.  

     The diving was excellent. The divemasters let your five your own profile although divers were
encouraged to follow close enough to surface at the end of the dive more or less as a group.  Divemasters
were attentive, not overbearing and pointed outlets of critters.  Fish and marine live were notable for a lower
general reef critter concentration than desired but octopus, rays, sharks, turtles and cool macro critters were
common.  Coral was less than health but more or less similar to most of the Caribbean.  Just not a lot of reef
fish. We did a fair amount of Lionfish hunting with Hawaiian slings.  I cannot criticize the wildlife
encounters with reef critters when there were occasional dolphin fly-bys and frequent reef shark encounters.
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 The whale watch snorkel encounter will let you get in the water and snorkel with whales if you book during
the winter months.  

     The dive equipment was a different story.  On the first day, several of us noted a strange taste to the air
we were breathing.  This was the first day only.  We felt it was an oil taste.  This was in association with
overfilled cylinders.  The Aluminum 80's we were using the first day were filled 3900 to 4000 psi.  This was
was mentioned to the operator and corrected the next day.  Several of the boats had engine trouble.  Two
that I was on became disabled at sea and had to be towed back, sometime to other parts of the island with
divers being bussed back to the Oasis Divers shop..  The dive boats were large pontoon boats and provided
lots of room.  Some sun shade. Bottled water available.   Oxygen and cell phone communication (luckily)
available on board.

     I like to think that much of these equipment problems were related to a dive operation that had been
essentially shut down for a year or two. We were the first large group to show up in 2 years, as I understand
it.

------------------------------------
"Back in the Saddle Again - Good Trip." 

Reef Divers/East Bay Resort in South Caicos, Jan 2022 (Rpt #11864 , Photos) 
by Ken New (Email author), MN, US. Contributor 16 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Most of the Caribbean, Galapagos, Hawaii, Micronesia, Indonesia, Palau, Mexico, and Egypt.. 
Airport:  Prov - Grand Turk. Getting There:  
I flew American to Charlotte, NC to Provo & a small plane to S. Caicos.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Max. 100 feet.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  1 or 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  

Turks and Caicos: Land: 

    658/698

https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Turks_and_Caicos/ReefDivers_SouthCaicos_report_11864.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Turks_and_Caicos/ReefDivers_SouthCaicos_report_11864.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=11864
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=kenadair


2023 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

Good setup: large table under cover, air and fresh water avaiable, well protected from scuba diving
equipment.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
East Bay Resort and Reef Divers are very professional, provide excellent service, and follow appropriate
safety and environmental protocols.

The COVID process was a hassle with long lines, but great to be back scuba diving again!  The main
activities on the island are scuba diving and relaxing on beautiful beaches. I enjoyed touring the island by
bike.

The dive boat was designed for valet diving and the divemasters provided valet service from the beginning
to the end of each dive. 

I saw a number of spotted eagle rays, reef sharks, turtles, octopuses, southern stingrays (everywhere), drum
fish, and drum fish.

The Reef Divers center at East Bay Resort is under construction.

The trip was arranged and coordinated by Air Down There Scuba of St.Paul/Minneapolis, MN!!

------------------------------------
"Great resort, reasonable diving" 

Reef Divers/East Bay Resort, Feb 2022 (Rpt #11878 , Photos) has 1 Helpful Vote 
by Debi Moir (Email author), VA, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and 8 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, (East and West Coast) North Carolina, Hawaii, Mexico (Cozumel, Playa, Cabo San Lucas, Baja)
US and British Virgin Islands, Bahamas, Caribbean (Aruba to Tobago and in between) Indonesia,
Phillipines, Thailand, Palau, Roatan,. 
Airport:  South Caicos. Getting There:  
Flights were from RIC/MIA/PRO/South Caicos.  We were stuck both in Miami due to Cancelled/postponed
flights.  Puddle jumper to South Caicos only runs infrequently so we missed that too!. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  75 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
COVID protocol in place.  Max based on air/nitrox. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
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1 or 2. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There were a few with "large" set ups, I was happy with my TG6.  At the moment, no special facilities for
photographers. (I hear Little Cayman now does not). 

----- Overall Comments -----
I scheduled this trip to coincide with a friend's birthday.  She didn't go as she wasn't vaccinated.  All had to
be vaccinated to get to Turks and Caicos and that is fine with me.  

The final count of divers was 7,ranging from basic open water to two with multiple certifications, including
trimix.  Despite not knowing each other, we gelled pretty quickly.  

The resort was one of the nicest I have ever been to.  My room (I ended up as a single) had a huge, open
plan kitchen, with a washer/dryer, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, and all facilities if I had wanted to cook. 
The resort was recently (July. 2021) acquired the owners of Reef Divers in the Caymans and although
lacking an actual dive shop (it's in the future plans), all equipment was available if needed.  The food was
plentiful and buffet style, with special orders available as well.  Plenty of vegetarian options. 

The diving has not completely recovered from a hurricane, however, there is still much to see, with different
formations adding to the typography.  Three dives per day, two morning and one afternoon.  The water was
somewhat choppy, so getting on the boat a little tricky, but anyone I have met from Reef Divers has always
been extremely well qualified and these were no different.  We happened to be there during humpback
whale migration time and not only saw them on the surface, but also in the water - something to behold. 
Octopus, sharks, turtles, loads of spotted eels, some juvenile.  

I would not hesitate to return at a later date.

------------------------------------
"Great Diving and Resort" 

Reef Divers/East Bay Resort in South Caicos, Mar 2022 (Rpt #11888) by Craig schmidt  
(Email author), MI, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Tabago, Saba, Dominica, Fiji, Bay Islands, Cayman Islands, Bahamas, Stasha, Galapagos, Paupa New
Guinea. 
Airport:  South Caicos. Getting There:  
Dtw to Alt to Provo to South Caicos. Delta then INTERCARRIBEAN . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Limited to 110 feet. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Great trip at Reef Divers new resort on South Caicos. Of course Reef Divers runs a great operation. They
have brought over 2 of their dive boats from Little Cayman. Dive shop is still being built so the dive shop is
very limited. The only draw back is that the wind was blowing hard out of the east and East Bay Resort
faces that direction. Made for a hard time getting on and off the boat but the crew was excellent in helping
everyone. Didn’t see any real problems, just a couple of banged shins. 

Rooms were beautiful. Much better than any other place we’ve stayed. Ocean view suite had 1 1/2 baths,
large bedroom, full kitchen,dishwasher, and washer and dryer. 

Food is what you would expect with reef divers. Large buffet style and excellent. 

Beautiful infinity pool with hot tub and swim up bar. 

Staff was very friendly and helpful.

------------------------------------
"NewlyOpened resort" 

Reef Divers  East Bay Resort in South Caicos, Feb 2022 (Rpt #12186) 
by  Larry R Douglas (Email author), MO, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]  Cozumel , Cayman Brac, Little Cayman  Roatan , Bonaire ,Florida Keys ,  Pensacola, Lake
Michigan and Lake Huron    Red Sea. Philippines  Reef and Wreck diving. 
Airport:  South Caicos. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  sunny, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  70 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth limit 110 ft  dive with guide. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
1 or 2. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Good for big life Eagle Rays but poor for smaller sealife No camera tables on boats or at resort  A couple of
divers saw a Hammerhead at end of 1 dive. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]New resort owned by Clearly Cayman Resorts Bought resort  recently . The resort was not originally
set up as their other resorts very nice accomodations but rooms were set up originally as condo style with
large rooms with full kitchens and laundry with attached small rooms or Kids rooms with only bed and bath
. I shared with a family and I was in the Kids room, which was fine for me .Weather was  cool  cloudy with
some rain . I was cold the first dives with 3mil shorty switched to 3 mil full and was ok then .Reef Divers
had 2 boats a large rib with no cover and a larger dive boat with canopy. Not great diving for marine life for
small or macro fish  but whales were migrating though area and saw on surface . We saw two large
Squadrons of Eagle rays on different dives  one with 14 and the other with 11 Rays  Both seen  off in the
Blue from the wall   For me the diving is better at their other resorts Little Cayman Resort or Cayman Brac.
Brac Reef Resort. The accommodations will more resemble their other Resorts as they remodel This one   I
think as they get the resort remodeled and  bring in Reef Divers typical dive boats   Divers will have a better
experience than what we had . Any day diving is better than a day at work!

------------------------------------
"They did everything right" 

Seafari/Club Med Turkoise in Grace Bay, Aug 2022 (Rpt #12019) by Valerie Pinder 
(Email author), ON, CA. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 3 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Throughout Caribbean and Central America, Great Barrier Reef Australia, Red Sea Egypt, Great Lakes
Canada, Pacific Mexico, Florida.. 
Airport:  Provo. Getting There:  
We arrived at the Toronto airport 3.5 hours early in anticipation of the delays experienced since flights
opened up again post- Covid. There were no waits, no lineups, and we departed early. We had the same
experience on the return flight.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
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Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Having been grounded for 2 years due to Covid, we decided to splurge this year and do a
more-pricey-than-usual Club Med trip to Turks and Caicos. We’re 2 women in our early 70s, no longer
agile, so opted for Turks and Caicos as it is billed as the calmest water in the Caribbean and a rough surface
would require a fork lift to get us back onto the boat.

True to its promise, the beach and shore are gorgeous with calm, bright turquoise water and white sand as
far as the eye can see. But that’s not where you dive, is it? We were surprised to learn that on the outside of
the reef, waves were 4-6 feet all week. 

We’d prepaid for 12 dives between the 2 of us and decided each day to wait until the next day to tackle the
elements. Eventually we ran out of time and just decided to go for it. Pre-loaded with Gravol, Pepto- Bismol
and Imodium we ventured onto the large catamaran which would hold up to 50 people. Yes, it was a cattle
boat, but highly organized and efficient! Divers were divided into rows of 6 per dive master or instructor
depending on their abilities. Pre-dive talks were held separately in the small groups. With 2 tanks per person
set-up of equipment was crowded and awkward. Each diver was responsible for their own gear, but on the
second day when we admitted our need for help due to lack of physical strength in cramped quarters, any
worker would happily do it for us.

We didn’t even notice the waves. The catamaran was very stable.  We had told our dive masters that we
would be unable to climb the ladder with our gear on and didn’t want to bounce around on the surface
waiting for our turn, and we were given permission to surface right at the ladder and exit the water
immediately. We never had to wait and I had no idea there were another 3 dozen people in the area! The
dive masters peeled our gear off us the second we hit the surface then up we climbed. Neither of us uses
much air and most people were already on board when we surfaced.

Buffets of breakfast and lunch were served on board. We promised ourselves that after feasting we’d skip
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lunch when we got back to the resort, but that never happened. The food at Club Med Turkoise is the best
I’ve ever had. I became quite proficient at carrying 3 plates of appetizers to our table at once, before
returning for the entrees.

The moral of the story: if you are looking for calm water, realize that August is windy season.  Don’t be
afraid of the “ cattle boat” experience; it is brilliantly organized. Don’t overdose on drugs that will bung you
up, and plan to diet when you get home.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Little dive site variety, dive ops could be tightened " 
Aggressor Fleet, Jan 2022 (Rpt #11847) has 2 Helpful Votes by Nancy Boore 
(Email author), MD, US. Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed and 10 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida Keys, Pompano, Bahamas, Bimini, Cozumel, Kona, St. Croix, Roatan.. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
I flew American from BWI to Provo via Charlotte.  We were delayed in Charlotte by about 5 hours....I was
supposed to land in Provo at 2:30pm, got in much later, didn't get on the boat until about 10pm.  Because of
the outgoing tide the boat was moved off shore, I and 2 other passengers had to take a "sporty" dinghy ride
to the boat.  Once onboard the chef had dinner for those who wanted it.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, surge. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive within your training and experience, don't go past 100ft, no buddyless diving, all the standard stuff. 
Also, pay attention to depth...T&C is a lot of wall diving, it's easy to go deep before you notice it.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
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