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Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
25 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
A 5 person group with a guide, so followed the guide, which was a positive. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
All divers had either go-pros or iPhone cases so not a lot of set up needed.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
A very positive dive experience.  My hotel stay was with my wife and a group of friends (all non divers) at
an all inclusive Resort called SugarBay. Took a taxi to Barbados Blue Dive Center, which is located at the
Hilton Hotel Complex; Barbados Blue is behind the Security Booth. (A 5-10 minute drive from the hotel)  

Dive date 09-22-22, Arrived at 9:00am, did not bring my own equipment besides my dive computer, mask
fins, snorkel.  

Dive shop supplied a 3mm shorty, tank, regs, bcd, weights. Headed out on their boat at 9:45 to the
Stavonkita (They call it the Stav)

with a max dive depth of 94ft. It was approximately 145ft to the sand.  Second dive was in Carlise Bay at
50ft., I believe the wreck was the Eillon, which had a fun swim through. Not a lot of life but may be due to
the time of year, and the wrecks were the main attraction. Overall very satisfied, the dive operators were
excellent, professional, and most importantly nice.

------------------------------------

Belize (24 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview: 
Inside the world's second largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. Good diving
in Belize is reachable from liveaboards or the resorts on the offshore cayes. The deeply cut, spur-and-groove
coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting but disappointing to many experienced
divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip, take a couple of days to visit Mayan
ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour flight from Houston. Belize lies in
the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits. Read K. Smith's Tropical Ice before you go! Available on the
Undercurrent website.

Belize Seasonal Planner: 

Belize: 
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The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit roughly every two decades. During winter months (mainly December, January,
and February), Belize is also subject to north winds that blow down and may disrupt diving for several days.
Water temperature may dip as low as the 70°F (21°C) in the winter and reach as high as 85°F (30°C)
in the summer.

Land-Based
"Pleasant surprise  - land based diving with liveaboard ease" 

Blackbird Caye Resort in Blackbird Caye, Turneffe Atoll, Feb 2022 (Rpt #12207) 
by  Janice Smith (Email author), IN, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and 7 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Palau, Yap, Komodo, Derawan Islands, Sulawesi, Australia, Red Sea, Cocos, Galapagos, Socorro, La Paz,
Cozumel, Isla Mujeres, Caribbean, Florida, Indiana, Ohio.... 
Airport:  BZE - Belize City. Getting There:  
We departed IND and connected through Houston on American.  Unfortunately our flight from IND was
delayed and we had to overnight in Houston and arrive the next day.  As a result, we had to pay for a boat
transfer on Sunday.  In future, we will go a day early to avoid this.  . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
To dive the Blue Hole, they required a PADI AOW or SSI Specialty Diver.  Require a deep dive check out
the day before to 100 ft.  . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
water buckets available for photographers. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I led a group of divers and snorkelers to Blackbird Caye Resort in February.  Overall I was impressed with
the level of service for resort and dive operation, quality of food, cleanliness and comfort of rooms, and ease
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of diving.  The only challenge is getting there.  We had to connect through Houston and our flight was
delayed resulting in us missing our connection and not able to get a flight into BZE later that day.  As a
result we had to pay for a private transfer on Sunday as the resort only provides transfers from BZE on
Saturday.   Once we got there, life was good.  Check in was easy, food was great and diving was even
better.  The dive staff is excellent.  They set up gear on first day and only thing you have to worry about
from then on is your wetsuit, computer and cameras.  Boats are comfortable and except for trip to Bue Hole,
Lighthouse reef, Elbow Reef,  time to dive site is 5 min allowing you to return to resort between dives. 
Reefs were some of the healthiest I have seen in the Caribbean.  We enjoyed our dive on their new wreck
the Witconcrete.  Highlight of the week was the Blue Hole and Lighthouse Reef.   Lots of variety of marine
life, mostly the usual suspects, including moray eels, turtles, stingrays, nurse sharks, reef sharks, schools of
triggers, trunk fish and a few sightings of spotted eagle rays.  Lionfish are speared and make a tasty treat of
ceviche one day.  Accomadations were comfortable.  Most rooms had double beds with dresser, couch and
table with bathroom. New suites are beautiful.  The bathroom shower is larger than my bathroom at home. 
Food were buffet for breakfast and lunch and plated dinner.  Food was good only improvements would be
more options for our vegetarian divers who didn't have as many well planned options/variety.  Alcoholic
drinks are extra and not overpriced.  Would I return?  Yes, I would make arrangements to get to Belize or at
least to gateway city on Friday, to assure getting through customs and making the planned boat transfer.

------------------------------------
"Excellent Get Away for Divers" 

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Nov 2021 (Rpt #11833) has 2 Helpful Votes 
by Peter Pinkerton (Email author), NY, US. Reviewer 6 reports filed and 7 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Carribbean, Maldives, Australia, Truk Lagoon, Costa Rica, French Polynesia,Indonesia, Philippines...and
lots of other places!. 
Airport:  Belize City. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 84 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  40 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Most dives were 60 for 60 but we also did longer dives. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
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Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
There were no camera facilities but the bungalows were very close to the dive shop and the boats came in
between each dive so it wasn't an issue. Boat captains are sensitive to camera handling and making sure
there was room in the rinse buckets.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My husband and I spent 11 nights at Blackbird Caye Resort on Turneffe Atoll, Belize in November.  We
chose this all-inclusive as it is remote, small, requires staff to be vaccinated, has individual bungalows, and
is self-contained. We loved everything about it (except the mosquitoes and sand fleas…more on that later). 

We flew in to Belize City and spent the night at the Radisson. The next day we cabbed to Old Belize to
meet George, the Blackbird Rep. The boat from mainland to the island is only on Wednesday and Saturday
so we had to overnight on both ends to make the flights work. The (2 ish hour) boat ride from the mainland
to Blackbird was uneventful and a really nice cruise.  The day we returned was rainy so the ride was not as
enjoyable. We left on a Wednesday so there were only 4 of us which allowed us to take the smaller boat
with better cover and faster time.

The managers, Francisco and Beatrice, were always available and made sure to check in with guests to see
that needs were met.

Our bungalow could not have been nicer. Water front, more space than we could use, good air in the
bedroom, lovely screened in porch with a hammock and lines for drying, coffee set up with coffee and
creamer replenished each day, refrigerator, awesome fluffy towels and bed linens. The rooms were always
clean and there were chocolates on the pillow each evening.  Water pressure in the shower was really low
but we have had that issue on many islands. I do wish they would change from the little plastic bottles of
shampoo and soaps to refillable containers to help address the plastic waste issue.

Wi Fi is available in the restaurant, office, and bar and is not very strong. It wasn’t an issue for us but would
be for some people. No cell phone service.

The diving was really good, well organized, and very close to the resort. They have some friendly groupers
and nurse sharks who tag along on some dives. We like to shoot macro and both of our guides worked hard
to find critters for us. The dive crew were all great and very helpful and friendly! We spent the 1st week
with Emmanuel and Captain Elroy. Both were attentive and helpful while letting us explore the reefs
slowly. A new group of divers came in on Saturday and Ed put us on a boat with one other couple who also
overlapped for the second part of our trip. The Rodney and Leo team were also super helpful. I think I
learned some new tidbit on each dive…they are both encyclopedias of knowledge. Rodney taught me how
to successfully find my very own toad fish (on my bucket list!) Divers with cameras will appreciate that the
dive crew added rinse buckets to accommodate the photographers. That’s something that we often have to
deal with at other places.

On Tuesdays there is a day trip to the Blue Hole, 2 other dives, and lunch at Half Moon Caye with time to
see the Red Footed Boobies and Frigate birds. The day before there is a requirement that everyone do a deep
dive in preparation for the Blue Hole depth. 

And then there is George! He is a treasure. I really don’t have words to describe him. He was the first
person we met when we were waiting for the boat and is a wonderful ambassador. George has many card
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and magic trips, solves any problem no matter how big or small, funny, a great bartender, and a real team
player, helping out wherever there is a need. 

Chef Shannon was the chef when we were there and he was training a new chef. The food was really good,
plentiful, varied, and creative. Shannon and his kitchen team went out of their way to meet individual
dietary needs and wants.  Kurt made sure everything worked well in the dining room and every guest’s
needs were met. Sarika and Edwin were super friendly and helpful with wonderful server skills and a fun
sense of humor. 

The common areas and grounds are very clean and well organized. There were people raking and picking up
every day.

Every single person we had contact with at the resort was friendly and helpful. Always a wave and a smile.
We ran into Gilbert one day (he is the man who keeps everything running) and he gave my husband a tour
of the generator building. SO friendly and knowledgeable. My construction worker husband really enjoyed
the conversation. We took a walk to the airstrip on our last day and stopped to check out the barge full of
equipment. Lots of new things planned for the future. 

Belize has mosquitoes! We were not prepared for the mosquitos that were everywhere and devoured all of
us. I wish I had been told up front to carry spray with DEET in my carry on. Natural products do not work. I
don’t know if it is always that bad or because we arrived near the end of the rainy season but there was a
LOT of complaining going on. The resort fogs regularly and makes spray available in the common areas but
we still needed to spray if there was no wind each time we left the bungalow. 

We had a great stay and would love to go back. It was very hard to transition to wearing shoes and a mask
and being connected to the world!

------------------------------------
"Excellent diving, fine resort" 

Blackbird Resort, Jan 2022 (Rpt #11853) has 2 Helpful Votes by  Terry H Anderson 
(Email author), TX, US. Sr. Contributor 27 reports filed and 14 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia, Maldives, Caribbean, Galapagos, Fiji, all over the world.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
80 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
See below on Blue Hole.. 

----- What I Saw -----
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Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Easy--just set up your camera in your room, and bring it to the boat.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We went to Blackbird Caye Resort because of the Undercurrent Reviews--and we were not disappointed. 
We have been on two Aggressor liveaboards and one other (Turneffe Flats) resort.  This was the best. 
Why?  The resort is 5 to 10 minutes away from lots of dive sites, with a reef right off the resort.  The DMs
really know the sites, better than the liveaboards since they have been diving them for years.  We just stayed
with DM Juan and he found all kinds of critters.  And then there is Lucy the young Nurse shark that
followed us a lot, great videos and pics!  They didn't want me to dive the Blue Hole because with over 1,000
dives and dives of 150 feet I only have Open Water.  I didn't care because the Blue Hole is boring--but the
other two dives in that area are exceptional.  We had six beautiful Caribbean Reef Sharks following us on
those dives, great videos.  Wish we would have done the Elbow more than once; it is a great dive site.  But
they are not flexible on changing the week of diving--they should be more flexible.  One Eagle, No Mantas
or Whale Sharks.  The resort did fine on COVID, and we were told all had been vaccinated, as we all had
been.  One surprise--the food was outstanding!  I was happy that I only gained a couple pounds!  We will
return.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Ms Lynda Durfee in VA, US  at Jan 30, 2022 09:28 EST
Curious has to why you haven't completed AOW and how you were allowed to do
dives to 150 ft.  I have 1300 dives, and I got my AOW on the next dive trip
after OW certification. If you can't go below 60 feet, you are limiting
your dive buddy to that level.

--------------By report author:  Terry H Anderson in , US at Jan 30, 2022 10:25 EST
My wife and I have been diving for 24 years all over the world.  I never
have been told that I can't go under 60 feet with Open Water until This
Year at two dive resorts, not on the liveaboards.  Perhaps PADI is trying
to enforce their own silly rule so they can make more money selling AOW.
Perhaps Undercurrents can inquire with PADI.

--------------By Ms Lynda Durfee in VA, US  at Jan 30, 2022 14:58 EST
I've been on 17 liveaboard trips in the last 12 years and was always asked
for my credentials, especially if I plan to use Nitrox (Enriched Air
certification).  Dive operators are increasingly concerned about liability.
No recreational diver wants to be faced with risking their own life to save
a diver who gets into trouble. Making an emergency ascension from 100 feet
is a lot harder than from 60 feet.Just saying.
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------------------------------------
"A fabuloous week at Blackbird Caye Resort" 

Blackbird Resort/Blackbird Caye Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Apr 2022 (Rpt #11900 ,
 Photos) has 1 Helpful Vote by Steven L Reichman (Email author), MO, US. 2 reports filed
 and 1 Helpful Vote. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Bonaire, Turks & Caicos, Cozumel, Bahamas, USVI, St Lucia, Roatan. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
SWA- STL-IAH_BZE. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  
75 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Guided, open water mostly, sausage recovery. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Blackbird..... is absolutely a delight!  All was perfect. Bungalows were new and beautiful, high end
amenities, very clean and touched up daily,A/C worked well, plenty of clean water and plenty of hot water
for the shower, etc, fresh towels.......Boat, dives, DM's and Boat captain were great.  As we all know from
years of diving, sometimes the whole cast of characters shows up, and sometimes they are MIA,  how do
you know on a given day!

Every evening they would go through tomorrows menu with us,.....choices, special requests, etc.  The
choices and the food and the presentation were terrific.  Often the Palapa Bar was a fun gathering place
before and after dinner.

Summary:  A wonderful resort, a speck of sand that would be a 1st class resort anywhere....I will go back

A special "shout out"  to our "E-team" on the boat and dives, Elroy, Emanuel, and Emicel......The BEST!!!

------------------------------------
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"Two weeks of very good diving" 
Blackbird Resort in Blackbird Caye, May 2022 (Rpt #12181) by Judy Orange (Email author),
 CA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
California, Papua New Guinea, Red Sea, Fiji, Hawaii, Indonesia, Philippines, Mexico, Panama, etc.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
LAX RT Belize via Alaska airlines, United Airlines, charter boat (2 hrs) operated by Blackbird Resort. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  no currents. Water:  80 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Crew handled photographic equipment carefully. Bucket provided on all dive boats.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Blackbird Resort has very comfortable cottages. The new ones have glass doors and updated bathrooms, but
often fully booked. We stayed in one of the original cottages, but fine for what we needed. It has one
bedroom, a spacious sitting room, and screened balcony where we spent most of the day when not diving. 3
dive boat are all comfortable, two with shade. DMs were excellent. Glad we stayed 2 weeks so we could
dive around the Blue Hole, Lighthouse etc. twice (only one trip to Blue Hole a week). A very pleasant and
easily arranged dive trip. Readily agree with all the positive reviews of Blackbird here and elsewhere. In
case anyone is more familiar with a different dock near the Radisson Fort Hotel, the Blackbird Resort boat
for transfer is docked in Old Town with a comfortable area for relaxing at a man-made beach.

------------------------------------
"Good reefs, plenty of marine life" 

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Jul 2022 (Rpt #12038 , Photos) by James Vazquez 
(Email author), TN, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and 2 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
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NC wrecks, Florida, Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Cozumel. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Flight into Belize City, shuttle to marina, boat ride to Blackbird Cay Resort.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  96 to 98 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Bottom time/depth depending on certification level. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Reefs were in excellent condition.  Customer service was great.  Snorkeling available for non-divers.  Three
boat dives per day.  Free use of kayaks.

Bugs were annoying when the wind was calm.  

------------------------------------
"Amazing diving and an onsite staff that really cares!" 

Huracan Dive Center in Long Caye, Apr 2022 (Rpt #12154) by  SHARA NEIDELL 
(Email author), PA, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and 3 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Mostly Caribbean, some Asia. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Flights were no issue - even during COVID. Though you need to get there to hook up with their boat for the
ride to the island.  We were told that we needed to be there at a certain time and that the boat would not wait
so scheduled a very early flight; we then were at the dock for hours waiting for folks whose flight was
delayed - and they were even staying at the other resort on the island!. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
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Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Not many once we did a few dives and the divemaster realized that we were all good on air. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Separate space for cameras.  Since I don't take pictures, I don't pay too much attention to this - the less I
have with me, the better. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Great diving - Long Caye is the place to stay if you want to be close to the best diving in Belize and have it
all to yourself first thing in the mornings while all the other boats travel there.  Each dive spot had
something a bit different to offer - and we even wound up doing a night dive as we were so close!

Favorite spot: Half Moon Caye where we could spend all day playing with the various groupers - so many
different types and they were all extremely friendly and out playing. We did both morning and afternoon
dives there, with a barbeque lunch and exploring of the boobies on the island in between.  The staff also got
everyone who wanted a fresh coconut by climbing the trees.

Other good spots: Long Caye Wall, Silver Caves, Night Watch, Lighthouse Wall, Playgrounds, Aquarium
(you guessed it: felt like swimming in an aquarium), East.

Coral is in great shape - this is what diving in Cozumel was like 20 years ago - great reefs, loads of fish,
easy diving, with lots of time for relaxing. A few more specifics:  healthy vibrant corals, sharks on almost
every dive, lots of spotted eagle rays, schools of Bermuda Chubbs and so much more!

Only diving snafu was that we dove Blue Hole on the one rainy and overcast morning. So, not much light -
we decided it was a Black Hole that day.

Accommodations were nice enough - it's an "eco-resort" of types though they rely heavily on generator
power.  If you're a light sleeper, get the front rooms rather than the back ones - where you may hear both the
generator and the compressor.  Each room had its own bathroom (front rooms have more space and larger
bathrooms), there was some common space and outdoor space.  Meals served at a large, communal table. 
The food was really good - we were a bit hesitant as the chef was on break but his replacement proved to be
well worthy.  
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And the rest of the onsite staff really went out of their way to make sure that everyone had a good time.  Our
group of 5 was the largest contingent.  We had another couple of experienced divers and a father/ son that
were beginners.  We did have to choose sights that fit all levels but, when it called for separation, they sent
one divemaster with the experienced divers and another with the newer divers.

The only downside is that the overall resort management does so from afar.  So, while the staff is hard
working, they cannot make all decisions - and are dictated what to do in terms of numbers of dives, timing
and any additional costs.  Beware: they tried to charge us more than was indicated on the materials for
bringing our own booze (even though their bar was limited) because it came from the US.  We fought them
on this - apparently, it was the absentee manager who was pushing for it.  Would be an even better option if
they would elevate the divemaster - who has a hand in everything to at least an assistant manager and allow
the onsite staff more proactivity in managing guests.

------------------------------------
"A private week of diving with my daughter" 

Isla Marisol Resort, Jan 2022 (Rpt #11849) by Ken Krugler (Email author), CA, US. 
 Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Indonesia, Thailand. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
LAX -> Belize. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, cloudy. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. 
Visibility:  60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Daughter just passed open water, so max depth of 60ft for her. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Traveling to Belize the midst of the omicron surge, I was doubtful it would actually happen...but we wound
up having a magical experience. The other big group (12 people?) cancelled, so it was just the two of us
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with a private dive master, boat, cook, waitress, bartender, etc.

All of the dives we did were within a 5-10 minute boat ride, which would up being great due to a colder
north wind that started mid-week - so less time being cold on the way back was a blessing. We wore our
own full length skin suits and 2mm shorties (rented from their dive shop), which was adequate but 3mm
would have been better, end of dives were a bit cold.

The coral was in good shape, only a few signs of die-off. All dives followed the top of the wall, with
occasional exploration of canyons. We could have done other, more challenging dives but with my daughter
being very new this was an appropriate level.

No turtles, pretty regular sighting of reef sharks depending on the location, and some big groupers. Only a
few crabs and rays, a fair number of lobsters, lots of the usual reef fish. Spent a few dives reducing the
lionfish population with a sling speargun.

Food was good, staff was super-friendly and helpful, and the overwater bar was fun.

------------------------------------
"Rustic resort, relaxed diving" 

Isla Marisol Resort in Isla Marisol, May 2022 (Rpt #12039) by  Timothy C Barden 
(Email author), PA, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and 3 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
All over the Caribbean. Truk, Palau, Yap, Maldives. 
Airport:  Dangriga. Getting There:  
American to Belize City, transfer to local for Dangriga. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  81 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
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UWP Comments:  
Minimal accommodations for camera equipment.  Small bucket on boat and standard dunk bucket on dock. 
Bring your own repair kit.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The June, 2022 Undercurrent issue was especially interesting to me because my girlfriend and I had just
returned from a week of diving at Isla Marisol on Glover’s Reef.  I thought the M. A. report on his February
visit to Lighthouse Reef would give me a good chance to compare current diving at the two atolls off Belize
that are separated by roughly 100 miles.  I had been to Marisol 16 years ago and found it then to be a
charming, rustic resort with a vibrant reef system.  I was, thus, encouraged to make a return trip by another
Undercurrent report several years ago that suggested not much had changed in the intervening decade or so.

The trip out to Isla Marisol from Dangriga is in an open boat and is usually 1-1 ½ hours.  May begins the
transition to the rainy season so the journey can be rough and wet.  In our case, the captain was racing to
beat an ominously dark bank of clouds somewhere ahead of us.  We were supplied heavy-duty rain
ponchos, but mine was of more use as a seat cushion than to keep me dry.  The gusty wind and three foot
swells really bounced us around.  As it turned out, we made the trip in 50 minutes and landed shortly before
an impressive series of thunderstorms hit that lasted until well after midnight.  Be warned: your luggage
may stay dry in the front of the boat, but will get tossed about during a rough crossing.  Ours ended up with
a dusting of insulation that had shaken loose as the prow slapped down into countless troughs.  Keep fragile
equipment with you at the back.

Topside, the coconut trees were larger and more plentiful, but the resort looked much the same as in 2006. 
Though tested by severe wind and thunderstorms, our sturdy cabana had no leaks and the AC unit worked
when we used it.  We generally just left the windows open with the overhead fan on low until the storms hit.
 Our cabana was comfortable enough although it could have used a few more hooks and another shelf unit
to store clothes.  It had a covered deck with a hammock, rail and clothes line for hanging clothes to
dry-clothes pins included.  The electricity was reliable but curiously, the toilet was not.  The resort collects
rainwater for showers and washing and uses salt water for toilets.  After a rainstorm, they pump the
rainwater into large storage cisterns but have to turn off the toilet pump to do this.  We had to remind them
several times to turn the toilet pump back on during the first half of our stay.  

A long-ago hurricane had separated a small piece of Marisol from the main island.  Apparently, the family
that owns the island sold off that piece and the new owners have built a small eco-lodge on it.  They’ve put
up a small cell tower that we seemed to be able to access.  At least, I had a consistent internet signal through
my carrier, if a little slow.  We heard that they just started to offer diving in addition to the snorkeling and
other activities.  I wonder how that’s going to work.

The bar and dining area were unchanged from my previous trip.  Miss Jen, the cook, is a jewel.  Breakfast
consisted of eggs cooked to order, varied meat, fresh fruit and different juice every day.  Various soups,
stews tacos and such for lunch, then she fired up the grill for dinner – tasty grouper or chicken was
especially good with local spices.  Miss Jen, not surprisingly, makes a mean key lime pie.  The over-water
octagonal bar is an especially nice place to hang out in the afternoon and evening.  No bugs and the seats all
around the outside let you pick as much or as little breeze as you want while you watch the world go by. 
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Paddle boards and sea kayaks were freely available by the dock.  Sand fleas, which nearly drove me crazy
the last time, weren’t as big a problem this go.  I had a couple bites, but the staff kept the common areas
raked which helped a lot.  The seaweed washing ashore was just as big a problem here as elsewhere in the
Caribbean.  It was constantly coming in and we encountered many large patches when motoring out to dive
sites.  When conditions were right, they just pushed it back into the water and let the current take it away. 
Otherwise, the staff was kept busy carting it somewhere out of sight and downwind.

We were well into the seasonal weather transition period.  There were overnight thunderstorms the first few
days that reduced the underwater visibility to a maximum of 60’ for the rest of the week.  During the day,
the weather ranged from cloudy/breezy to partly cloudy/calm.  There was a fairly constant surge, even at
depth.  The water temperature was a consistent 82oF.  I was comfortable with just a lycra dive skin.

We were the only people at the resort for the first three days which had its pluses and minuses.  Underwater,
it was great having our own personal guide without a dozen other divers fighting for position to see the
green moray we’d just spied.  With just the two of us, though, our dive boat was just a skiff, no tank rack,
with a handheld ladder for getting back into the boat.  After the dive, we handed up our weight belt, BC and
fins to the crew leaning precariously over the side before climbing up the ladder.  The moderate swells and
tiny drifting boat made that a little dicey at times (mind that sharp edge because ladder’s top left handrail
was broken off).  Luckily, travel time was short, usually 5 minutes, 10 tops.  Another 4 guests arrived on
our fourth day so we switched to a more standard dive boat with tank racks and a bimini.  There was a dunk
bucket for camera equipment at the dock, but no shower so we went back to the cabana for a quick rinse if
we wanted it between dives.  We had a standard dive package - 2 in the morning, 1 in the afternoon.  We
passed this time on the optional add-ons of night diving or day-trip to Lighthouse Reef to the Blue Hole.

Mora, our dive master, had been at Marisol for 20 years, so I’m sure we met during my previous trip.  He
didn’t need a buoy or compass to find the dive sites.  His wife, Letty, was better at spotting small and
interesting critters.  Although lionfish have invaded Glover’s Reef too, the local divers are working hard to
keep them under control by spear fishing and teaching groupers to eat them.  So far, the divers & groupers
are holding their own.  I didn’t see any lionfish at all on some dives, only one or two on others.  They were
all full-sized adults, no juveniles.  I also noted a good population of juvenile reef fish, which disappear first
from a heavy lionfish presence.  Otherwise, the reef looked good to me.  I loved the proliferation of the
massive barrel sponges on every dive that reminded me of an old-growth tree forest.  I didn’t see any signs
of general coral bleaching or dying coral from stony coral disease.  There were good-sized heads of brain
coral and even the occasional tangle of stag horn coral.  We saw groupers of all sizes and spiny lobsters on
all our dives, which I took to mean that local fishing is well controlled.  I was happy to see most of the
notable Caribbean inhabitants that I remembered: drumfish, filefish, trunkfish, cowfish, grey and french
angelfish, rock beauties and even a rare blue parrotfish.  My only previous sighting of them had been in the
Florida Keys.  Curiously, queen angelfish and queen triggerfish, which are usually rather scarce, were as
common as squirrelfish on this trip.  

As might be expected at season’s end, Marisol was ready for rest and recuperation too.  The boats needed
touch-up paint and maintenance after a season of use.  The nitrox system was under repair when we arrived.
 It took a couple days to get the right parts and a couple more to get the mix back close to 32%.  Mora told
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us about ambitious plans during the off-season to increase the water storage capacity and improve the
pumping system.  There are also plans to move completely to solar/battery for electricity from the current
diesel power.

All in all, it was a good dive trip.  The weather mostly cooperated, the staff were peasant, the food tasty and
plentiful, the accommodations comfortable, and the diving enjoyable – a perfect way to dive back into the
sport after the pandemic-induced hiatus.

I’ve dived the Lighthouse Reef area also, so I can compare the diving as well as the operation there and at
Marisol.  The two operations are different.  People can read both reviews and decide for themselves which
is most appealing.  Lighthouse Reef is mostly wall-diving which can be spectacular.  That’s not to say that
there aren’t walls at Marisol, but we found a lot to see above 80’ and didn’t see the need to go deeper this
time.  Both reefs systems appear to be in good condition.  As a final note, I’ve read a bit about the great
2022 Caribbean sea urchin die-off.  I saw a few in nooks and crannies and didn’t notice a lot of algae on the
reefs during our trip.  I take that as a good sign that the problem hasn’t reached Marisol, at least not yet.

------------------------------------
"SeaBreeze on Ambergris Caye, Belize has it all!" 

Sea Breeze's Ambergris Divers in Ambergris Caye, Jul 2022 (Rpt #12049) 
by Teresa McCanlies (Email author), TX, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and 5 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
All over Caribbean(Cayman Isles, Cozumel, Belize, Utila, T&C,etc.), Costa Rica,South Africa, Socorro,all
over Pacific (Thailand, Bali, Fiji, Tonga,Adamant Isles,Maldives, Rajah Ampat, Papua New Guinea,
Australia, Philippines. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Take 15-min flight on Maya Air to San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  20 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Loosely enforced, 2-tank boat dives generally 1 hr/90ft & 1 hr/60ft with 1 dm to 6 divers.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
If you love nurse sharks & reef sharks, this is the place -- free-swimming everywhere & easy to approach. 
As with most Caribbean locations these days, coral is quite degraded with lots of algae. Vis was generally
murky with lots of particulate in the water so u/w photography needed to be up close and personal. 
Sunbreeze Resort - right on a beautiful beach - is a 5-minute walk from Ambergris Caye airport but the
Resort will send someone to help with your luggage if needed. Unlike my prior visits to Belize, this time I
encountered NO BITING INSECTS at the resort.  Great restaurant on site but wonderful local restaurants -
several upscale - are easy walks.  This is a terriful choice for new or experienced divers.  The dive
instructors and divemasters are really good as well as personable.

------------------------------------
"Good diving in Turneffe Atoll" 

Turneffe Flats in Turneffe Belize, Dec 2021 (Rpt #12198) by Jeanette Hartshorn 
(Email author), MO, US. Contributor 17 reports filed and 13 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Florida, Atlantic, Dominica, Saba, St Maarten, St Kitts, Grand Turk, Cayman Islands, Mexico,
Indonesia, Maldives, Hawaii, Cocos Island, Galapagos, Belize, Roatan. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
fly into Belize City; resort takes guests out to the island (30mi) on a comfortable boat. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  81 to 82 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  30 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
stay around the divemaster; no deco. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
no camera room; had to rinse equipment in our room's shower.  Plenty of small, med and larger subjects to
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photograph. 
----- Overall Comments -----

This was our fourth trip to Turneffe Atoll but the first time to Turneffe Flats Resort and diving with this
operation.  The accommodations are clean, comfortable, air conditioned and well enough appointed for a
dive trip.  Most are beach cabana ‘duplexes’ with shared porch areas. They also have a few villas with
several bedrooms/ private baths and a shared common living room and porch area.  The villas are best for
small groups but they will assign villa rooms to individuals and couples.  So the shared living space is
awkward for people assigned to these villas when they don’t know one another.  Most accommodations are
nicely situated oceanfront.  The food was very good and plentiful, some served family style with a good
variety of local cuisine and American fare.  

We had a few different divemasters over the course of our 10day trip, some being better than others.  Dive
groups were max 6-8 divers.  Our favorite divemaster was Ruban; he enjoyed pointing critters out to us, but
we found plenty of reef life on our own to keep us entertained.

Corals, both soft and hard, appeared most healthy and not overgrown with algae as they are in some parts of
the Caribbean.  We saw the usual reef fish including filefish, trunkfish, grunts, chromis, parrotfish,
surgeonfish, groupers, hamlets, and others (and unfortunately lionfish); also saw spotted drumfish,
nudibranchs, burrfish, barracuda, lobsters, hawksbill turtles, nurse sharks, reef sharks, octopus, spotted eagle
rays, stingrays, loggerhead turtle, toadfish, permit, and more.  Nice diversity of small to large creatures,
which was a delight to experience.

The owners and operators at Turneffe Flats take sustainability seriously.  Today Turneffe Flats owners
dedicate a great deal of effort towards the conservation of Turneffe Atoll. In 2002, Turneffe Atoll Trust, a
donation-funded, non-profit company, was established. Its mission is to ensure that Turneffe Atoll is
sustainably managed and that its unique and fragile environment is protected.  During our stay, a
Sustainability Inspector (I will call him) was present at the resort to oversee and “grade” the resort on its
operations.  And it came in with flying colors, as the inspector introduced himself to the guests at the end of
his stay, talked about his work in Belize, and how Turneffe Flats meets their sustainability targets!

Since 2002, Turneffe Flats has donated 1% of all revenue to Turneffe Atoll Trust through the 1% For The
Planet organization. Major accomplishments of the trust include leading the effort to pass legislation
protecting bonefish, permit and tarpon as catch-and-release-only species, and leading efforts to establish the
Turneffe Atoll Marine Reserve, which was accomplished in 2012. Turneffe Atoll is Belize’s largest marine
reserve. 

We dive at many tropical locations around the world, many of which we will not return to because of reef
degradation due to pollution, climate change and negative human impacts on the marine environment.  But I
believe we will return to Turneffe Atoll for diving as we continue to have good experiences there, as we did
during this trip.  Although the accommodations lack a bit of privacy with shared porches, we would stay at
Turneffe Flats if we return to this atoll.  The dive operation is well run; the accommodations are clean and
comfortable, and the food is delicious and plentiful.  But another aspect that is important to me is their
leadership and dedication to responsible environmental stewardship of Turneffe Atoll, which is critical to
helping preserve our precious marine and reef resources.   We as divers should do our part in helping to
support these types of operations.   
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------------------------------------
"My wife's favorite dive trip" 

Turneffe Flats, May 2022 (Rpt #11999) by Richard Schifreen (Email author), WI, US. 
2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
My dive travel has been substantially reduced due to COVID, but I have visited multiple sites in the
Caribbean and Pacific.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Regular commercial flights to Belize City, although schedules may be problematic. Met by agent at the
airport and transported to the dock for the boat ride to the resort.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  82 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The dive guide kept the group together. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There is no shore facility dedicated to photography, but the divemaster picks up and returns photography
gear to your room each morning and afternoon. There are plenty of outlets (110V) in each room for
charging. I asked for an extra large towel for the camera. The divemaster maintains a separate fresh water
tub on the boat for cameras in addition to the water bucket supplied for each diver's mask. There is no
capability for charging batteries on the boats. The divemaster will offer advice regarding choice of lens and
do their best to meet diver's requests for photographic subjects.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our second visit and we have booked a third. TF caters mostly to fisherman, but has active dive
and adventure/snorkeling programs. The resort is quite comfortable and places a strong emphasis on
sustainability. They are truly exceptional in this regard with no issues regarding electricity, hot water or
drinkable water. There is no cell phone; internet and WiFi are slow and a bit spotty but acceptable. Dinners
are served over limited time periods with one main menu option, although exceptions are available on
request; preferably requested at breakfast. Breakfasts are cooked to order and excellent. Bag lunches -
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several choices, snacks and beverages - are served on the dive boat. There is an open cash bar. We found the
meals to be delicious with adequate portions. A majority of the employees have been with TF for multiple
years and do a great job. The owner is a physician so first-aid, COVID testing and quarantine are all
available on-site. TF is very isolated, and more extensive medical care would require evacuation.

It is a small dive program, typically no more than 4 divers with the divemaster. The boats are modern and
well-equipped. Everything is totally valet - with truly excellent service. The divemaster would pick up and
return my camera gear to my room each morning and afternoon. I bring my own equipment, but rental was a
viable alternative with the usual minor issues. Nitrox is available, but costs extra. I'd rate the diving as very
good, but not spectacular. The reefs are in very good condition and conservation is supported by the marine
reserve. The divemaster is tuned in to the guests and adjusts plans accordingly. There is a once weekly trip
to the Great Blue Hole and surrounding sites, weather permitting.

Two minor negatives. First, although a night dive is listed as available it never happened in my two visits.
The selected site is not optimal and no one seems especially upset to miss it. Second, the divemaster
disturbs the marine organisms to give guests a better view or photograph. I am a strict believer in "leave no
trace" and would rather miss a photo than disturb marine life.

My wife is a non-diver and finds the adventure/snorkeling program to be exceptional. On some days she
sees more than I do! This outstanding program makes TF her favorite dive trip and keeps us coming back
year after year.

------------------------------------
"Another great visit to Turneffe Island Resort" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Jun 2022 (Rpt #12006) by Alex J. Weinstein 
(Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia, Palau, Fiji, French Polynesia, Channel Islands, Great Barrier Reef, Belize, Cozumel, Saba,
Philippines. 
Airport:  BZE. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
2 mm. Visibility:  50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
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Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
------------------------------------

"Hurricane Lisa messed with us, but it was great anyway" 
Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Nov 2022 (Rpt #12224) by JeanneDowney 
(Email author), PA, US. Top Contributor 47 reports filed and 14 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Caribbean, Cocos, Socorro, Tahiti, Malaysia, Indonesia, Micronesia, Galapagos, Cayman Islands,
Philippines, etc.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Flight into Belize City, then included boat transfer to the island.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  20 to 45 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
70' on first dive loosely enforced, shallower on subsequent dives.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No facilities on the skiffs. A couple rinse tanks on shore.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Until Thursday afternoon before our Saturday departure to Belize, we didn’t know if the trip was a “go”,
due to hurricane Lisa. I was almost hoping it was cancelled because we knew what the underwater visibility
would be like. But it was on and we left home to fly to Belize City, where we were met by Turneffe Island
Resort staff, bused to the port and taken by a large, comfortable boat to the island. The seas had already
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flattened, so there was no problem with waves.

Upon arrival at the island, we were shown to our rooms, our luggage arrived, then we trekked a couple of
minutes to the bar for sign-in, showing our C-cards or Nitrox cards.

My husband and I were in the “deluxe” building closest to the dive center and dock; our friend was in the
adjoining room in the same building. We loved the location—I could walk barefoot on my usually tender
feet, without anything but a swimsuit on to get ready for diving; since we were diving from smaller
8-person skiffs, this was a plus. Our room had a king-size bed, two nightstands, a couple of chairs, a small
table, mini-fridge, closet with shelves and hanging space and a roomy sink. We never used the in-room
shower because there is a marvelous outdoor shower accessible from the room and also from outside. The
outdoor shower and the front porch sitting area are screened. Once we were done diving for the day we went
in through the back door and gave our wetsuits a thorough rinse; there was a bar to hang them to drip before
transferring them back to the hanging rack at the side of the dive shop. There was one outdoor bathroom at
the dive shop and one rinse tub for 24 wetsuits. We were also able to access our bathroom between dives
through the back door, keeping the main room dry and sand free. As the rooms went up in price, so did the
size and distance to the dock, up to the villas, some with private hot tubs.

Each skiff held 8 divers, a captain and a divemaster. The first day, the staff transported our dive gear to the
boat, and we put it together; after that the crew put our kits together. Nitrox was checked on the dock. The
first day we drove around for what seemed an hour, looking for clear water. When the divemaster realized it
was a hopeless cause due to the hurricane, he picked a spot called BillyBob, which turned out to be a great
choice. It was very silty, and we all had to stick close together to see each other, but we saw sharks,
barracuda, lobsters, several neck crabs, and a school of 50+ angelfish, mostly French; I’ve never seen that
many at once. The visibility off the wall was a little better. We were told not to go below 70 feet, but that
restriction wasn’t enforced rigidly, and it was dark and silty deeper than that, so it was not an issue. Once
our dive was finished, it turned out we were only a couple minutes from the resort! All other dives were
within a few minutes, good because there are no covers on the skiffs. We did no more than 3 dives each
day; there’s no shore diving due to the shallow water, but I did snorkel one afternoon, which was
moderately interesting. Paddle boards and a sailboat are available for use.

Our package included 3 excellent meals each day: breakfast always had fruit, cereal, and yogurt. A set menu
of various types of eggs was available along with a daily special such as pancakes or French toast. Lunch
and dinner were always excellent, and snacks were available either at the dive shop between first and
second dives or inside the restaurant. The staff was friendly and food restrictions were no problem; there
was only one soup all week that messed me up.

There was a spa that was kept busy in the afternoon giving massages; I didn’t get any, but everyone that did
loved them. Happy hour started at 6pm each day, with snacks. The bar staff said we were light
drinkers—the heavy drinkers are the people that come to Turneffe for bone fishing.

A three-dive day to the Blue Hole was included. One skiff only did the shallow part of the Blue Hole; the
others went deep, seeing the pillars, for a shorter dive after a second dive, After a second dive,  lunch was at
Half Moon Caye, where we took a short walk to see red-footed boobies nesting in the trees. The third dive
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at Long Caye Wall produced 2 sharks, 3 eagle rays, and one turtle.

At Three Amigos, we saw the endemic spotted toadfish, and a large channel clinging crab. There were
schooling fish everywhere.

Most of the hard coral is dead, although we occasionally were able to spot some live coral with spots of
color. There are lots of healthy barrel sponges and soft corals. There were also quite a few green morays out
swimming during the day. Our package included one night dive, which we passed on because it was already
dark and silty 

After the first day, our DM Marcell started spearing lionfish. The sharks can hear the sound of spear guns
and thrashing fish and show up pretty quickly; I saw a couple dead lionfish eaten by sharks for the first
time. But one lion that looked mortally wounded moved into hiding amazingly fast when a shark went after
him; the shark eventually found him. It’s always sad to kill lionfish, but they have decimated the small fish
and invertebrate population, although we did see some arrow crabs and a couple of nice cleaning stations.
We also saw a healthy population of various kinds of groupers, including Nassau groupers.

Part way through the week I asked my husband if he wanted to return the following year with Island
Dreams and he said “no way”, but by the end of the week, we had signed up for a return visit in 2023—it
was the sharks, groupers, and eagle rays that swayed us. We’ve been guaranteed no hurricanes next year. 

At the end of the week, we received a print-out of all our dive locations and what out we and our DM saw
on the dives. I just cut those out and taped them into my logbook. A very nice touch. Other than the
hurricane Lisa messing up the visibility, we have no complaints.

------------------------------------
"Still super diving at Turneffe Island Resort" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Nov 2022 (Rpt #12239) 
by  Jeffrey D Hubbard MD (Email author), NY, US. Top Contributor 31 reports filed
 and 17 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Fernando de Noronha (Brasil), Australia, Fiji, PNG, Micronesia,
Hawai'i. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Direct flights, or good connex through Atlanta, Houston. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  82 to 83 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
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Stay within sight of divemaster, begin ascent when No Deco Time reaches 7 minutes, 3 minute safety stop,
500 p.s.i. when under boat.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[Note: This is Turneffe Island Resort.  There are other resorts with “Turneffe” in the name.]  

The Resort is a small island at southern end of Turneffe Atoll, about 30 miles SE from Belize City.  The
principal activity is scuba diving, and it also offers sport fly fishing (bonefish, tarpon, permit) for its
international guests. 

We arrived 2 weeks after hurricane Lisa.  Some reconstruction going on, but business & diving 100% as
usual.  Reefs show some torn-up sponges but little coral damage.  Fish as usual.  The very high radio mast
came down in Lisa, but was back in service within several days.  There is a special platform near the top,
and the ospreys have nearly finished the new nest there.

Fifteen dives per week, with one night dive, scheduled around meals.  Boats could carry 8 divers +
divemaster and driver; usually not more than 6 divers.  Most sites within 10-15 min of Resort, return after
each dive for surface interval; crew changes tanks.  Backroll entry, reboarding ladder with help from driver. 
Dives are drift – boat will find you at surface. We dove nitrox, 32%, fills >3200 psi, but air would be fine. 
Camera bucket and careful handling; towels on board.  Spacious boats, no head, no cover.

We dove with senior captain & divemaster Brad, all-knowing master of the sea.  From the tiniest spiny-head
blennie to the largest shark, Brad knows all about them.  Larger sharks are identified by scars – major
players are named.  Invasive lionfish are speared on site, and left for (not fed to) the efficient Lionfish
Disposal Team, staffed by sharks, larger groupers and snappers, and large green morays.  

Accommodations are spacious and quiet.  Well air conditioned, plenty of hot water (they collect rainwater,
supplemented by reverse osmosis if needed.)  Open-air bar lost the thatched palapa (roof) to Lisa, recon
underway.  Meanwhile, bar is open in the 2-3 year old Clubhouse, which looks like a Houston law firm new
conference room inside, compared to all other buildings on Island which are traditional Belizean
architecture.  Food is Belizean, of course, with reduced spiciness.  Great care with food sensitivities and
preferences.

Staff is very friendly and helpful; many have worked there for years.  There is extensive staff housing, since
Belize city is 90 minute boat ride away.

Turneffe Island Resort has the best Caribbean diving and service we have seen in forty years of exploration.
 Many guests return.  (This is our 7th visit in 6 1/2 years.)  Access from US is easy.  Island boats from
Belize city run Wednesday & Saturday; we arrive a day early and overnight at Radisson Fort George Hotel,
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where the island boats dock, to reduce travel glitches.

------------------------------------
"Nice Dive Resort/Reef Sharks & Green Morays" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island Resort, Nov 2022 (Rpt #12241) by Gail King 
(Email author), FL, US. Sr. Contributor 25 reports filed and 17 Helpful Votes.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia,Palau,Fiji,Philippines,Australia,Galapagos,Socorro,Hawaii,Bahamas,Caribbean,Cuba,PNG. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
AA to Belize City Then 1.5 hour boat transfer to the tiny island resort.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  82 to  °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  20 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
700 psi on surface, buddy dive, dives led by guide.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
5 gallon bucket on boat but good rinse bin at resort...boat returned to resort after each dive. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Corals were mostly dying or dead; sponges were nice. Bad luck to start diving 4 days after hurricane Lisa
came over the resort. Vis was awful until you reached 60 feet & then it was doable...20-40 feet...so mostly
limited to close reef viewing. Our dive guide speared lion fish & fed them to the waiting reef
sharks...several were always around us... so that activity really helped entertain us on what would otherwise
have been mostly boring poor vis dives all week. We also had quite a few green morays...one had been fed
& aggressively wanted speared lion fish. We also had several white spotted toad fish out in full view. They
are much larger than the Cozumel Splendid Toad fish. Our trip included 1 day at the Blue Hole & Half
Moon Cay...where we enjoyed good vis for 3 dives & also saw the red footed Booby birds & frigates &
enjoyed lunch on the island. This day trip was 1.5 hour boat ride. We had some friendly groupers. Indigo
hamlets, barred, & butter were seen. The usual caribbean fish were there just not in quantity. The resort &
staff & food were all very good.

------------------------------------
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