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Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Not suitable for photographers. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Our first dive was less than perfect. We entered the water and grabbed a current line, where we hung on for
dear life, waiting for other divers to enter the water. We should have called the dive and moved to another
site where the current wasn't running as fast. Once we dropped to the bottom of 40', we navigated thru
pinnacles and ledges avoiding the current. 47 minutes later, I was pleased to be back on the boat. The
second dive was was at Monks Head. No current, good visibility, 82F down to 47'. 2nd dive was a much
better experience. The boat was small and crowded. I would not recommend camera equipment larger than a
GoPro.

------------------------------------

Australia (1 Reports)

Australia Diving Overview: 
A vast continental island bordered by the Indian Ocean the Coral Sea and the South Atlantic, with diving as
varied. The Queensland coast is most popular for diving with Cairns the jumping-off point for the Great
Barrier Reef. It is a youth-oriented, tropical city with plenty of hotels and restaurants as well as an
assortment of day boats going to the Reef and overnight trips to Cod Hole at Lizard Island. Cairn's "beach"
is a mud flat dotted with roseate spoonbills and other tropical birds, and you can visit the reptile farm to
gawk at saltwater crocodiles eating chickens or take the Kuranda Railway for a look at a magnificent
waterfall . . .

The best diving, with pristine reefs and oodles of fish, is to the north of Port Douglas, reachable only by
liveaboard during their summer months, roughly November to March.

Further offshore by a two-hour boat ride from Cairns, the Ribbon Reefs are known for big sharks, lots of
them, including fleets of bronze whalers . . . Pack safety sausages, whistles, strobes, mirrors, and any other
safety devices that would make you noticeable if a current carries you too far from the boat. However,
Aussie dive rules are now tight (far tighter than the Florida Keys, for example), with redundant head counts
after every dive . . .

Lizard Island is the northernmost land-based operation; they have day trips to Cod Hole (Ribbon Reef #10)
to pet-friendly, refrigerator-sized potato cod, locally known as groper. Although the GBR has had some bad
press, better by a hundred miles is the Coral Sea, whose outlying atolls and pinnacles such as Flinders Reef
offer some of the best diving in the world. To the south, the current-blasted wreck of the Yongala out from
Townsville is often claimed to be the best fish-covered wreck in the world . . .

Moving from Queensland south, you'll pass from full-on tropics, with such places as the eco-resort at Lady
Elliot Island and Heron Island at the barrier reef's southern end, through temperate water, to chilly water in
Sydney, and finally into the really cold stuff when you reach Tasmania . . . Don't worry about the Great
White in the GBR; they hang around south of Sydney, off Adelaide where the water is cooler, although
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Rodney Fox and his son operate cage dives for those who are interested. The Indian Ocean coast of
Australia is notable for whale sharks, where seaplanes from Exmouth lead dive boats to aggregations at
Ningaloo Reef.

Australia Seasonal Planner: 
Australia's winter is during the Northern Hemisphere's summer. Summer weather in the tropical north,
including Queensland, is sultry and oppressive, with tropical showers . . . Water temperature is below
80°F (27°C) and cooler in their winter, so bring rubber. Visibility can be in the 50ft (15m) range. That's
the easy part. From there, it gets increasingly complex. Queensland's diving areas are vast. Cyclone season
is January through March; April, May, and June see heavy trade winds. The best season to dive Queensland
on a liveaboard (really the only way to see the best) is July through November. Best vis at Osprey Reef, in
the northern Coral Sea, is between June and September.

On the other side of the country, 2250 miles away in Western Australia, whale sharks congregate at
Ningaloo Reef during March and April. Summers (December to February) are hot and dry
(63°-86°F/17°-30°C) while winters are relatively cool at 53-74°F (11-23°C).

New South Wales (inc. Sydney) is cooler, with the average highs 79°F (26°C) in summer (though many
days exceed 100°F/38°C), to as low as 44°F (7°C) in winter, with an average high of 58°F (14°C)
in Victoria, where snow falls over high ground, and Tasmania is even colder.

Land-Based
"Busselton jetty" 

Do it yourself/From home in SW of Western Australia, Feb 2022 (Rpt #11867 , Photos) 
by Andrew Falconer  (Email author), ZZ, AU. Top Contributor 48 reports filed
 and 23 Helpful Votes. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia. 
Airport:  Perth. Getting There:  
Not applicable . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation: N/A Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving:  Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  21 to 22 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  10 to 15 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
None, dived solo. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 
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https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/Doityourself_SWofWesternAustralia_report_11867.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/Doityourself_SWofWesternAustralia_report_11867.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=11867
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=BunburyAndre
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
 

This dive is one of three local dives that I have done many times, the others being the HMS Swan and Lena
wrecks (both sunk as dive wrecks).

The busselton jetty is the longest wooden jetty in the Southern Hemisphere, and is 1.8 km long. It is the
main tourist attraction in the town. During the summer a tourist train runs hourly to the end of the jetty
where there is an underwater observatory. It will also take you and your dive gear for $20 return.

There is a platform and a ladder near the end of the jetty for access. I kitted up and entered there. The max
depth is 9metres. On a sunny day, the shafts of light coming down from the surface, interrupted by the many
vertical piers is very pretty, especially if the water is clear, which in summer it usually is.

The last time I dived the jetty was in 2018, and there were some impressive schools of small to medium size
fish, and the jetty piers were especially attractive with colourful red and white  corals. This time both were
absent. There were a few fish around but nothing like before, and the piers were mostly barren of the
colourful corals. The highlight was an octopus near the end of the dive. I had my Olympus TG5 and wide
angle lens and managed to get a few shots which weren’t bad.

Best thing was that it was a good feeling to be underwater for the first time since last September!

------------------------------------

Bahamas (12 Reports)

Bahamas Diving Overview: 
From the Spanish meaning shallow seas, the archipelago of the Bahamas spread from close by Florida to the
Turks & Caicos Islands with the only really deep water close to New Providence that bears the capital
Nassau. Some islands, notably the Abacos and Grand Bahama, are easily accessible from Florida. The
diving varies substantially among islands, with some pretty reefs and others affected by algae, decent
tropicals, and resorts that feed sharks. Liveaboards out of Florida take divers to spots with bigger fish in the
flow of the Gulf Stream as do operators in Bimini and Grand Bahama. Keep the hurricane season, June
through November, in mind; winter weather means low 70°F (20°c) water and sweaters in the evening;
night temperature is cool if winter air blows off the continent. Most of the islands escaped damage from the
twin hurricanes of 2017.

Bahamas Seasonal Planner: 
The Bahamas are not in the Caribbean but the sub-tropical Atlantic. May through November is summer in
the Bahamas. During these months, the most rain falls and air temperatures average about 81°F (27°C).
Winter can bring surprisingly cool weather, with averages reduced to about 70°F (21°C), and cooler
water means more rubber. You wonâ€™t go far wrong with a 5mm wetsuit and hood. Northerlies can
disrupt diving during winter months. The islands south of Nassau (such as Great Exuma, San Salvador, and
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