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--------------By  Frank Nelson in PA, US  at Oct 07, 2021 15:44 EST
When I was there the Dr and his wife who operated the chamber were at the
resort everyday I was there and we talked, had dinner, and was invited to
tour the chamber and building.

--------------By report author:  Michael Joest in , DE at Oct 08, 2021 00:13 EST
yes, I had to visit the chamber too cause the dogs played a bit too roughly
with me in the water close to the beach, got some ugly scratches on my
hand, where the dive center suggested more than just betaisodine for
treatment to make sure it´s not getting worse - the doc put some
antibiotic on it, lucky me

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"An amazing time in the northern red sea" 
Aggressor Adventures, May 2021 (Rpt #11558) has 1 Helpful Vote by Steven Damsky 
(Email author), NY, US. 2 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean. 
Airport:  HRG. Getting There:  
Required a plane change in Germany. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, currents. Water:  75 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
5 mm. Visibility:  30 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Need an SMB and Reel as a lot of dives are drift dives. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Typical liveaboard setup - dry table, wet table, separate rinse tank.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was one of the better trips I have had in a long time.   First the diving was just amazing.  If you love
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coral like I do, the Straits of Tiran had some of the best corals I have seen in a very long time.  You can
really tell that the Egyptian government is on top of protecting the marine sanctuary and park.   If you like
wrecks, there were a lot of historic and famous wrecks just teaming with fish of all kinds.  One small glitch
was at the SS Thistlegorm.   We had three dives here, 2 day and 1 night.   I will say that while I was
impressed with the SS. Thistlegorm, and saw lots of great fish and artifacts, tourism is picking up and there
are a lot of dive operations that just don’t care about the wreck, ecosystem or other divers.   On one dive we
had a group of Russian divers who took great pleasure in shining VERY bright lights at my camera so as to
disrupt my filming.   They also liked to stir up the silt.

Some of the highlights were dolphin ,multiple octopuses, a Spanish dancer, Pink Stonefish, Crocodile Fish,
Devilfish and so many clams.   I have a lot of short videos at
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNQcfPyosnTJB_vEmzsxrh6_lQEBZDgR4

The Red Sea Aggressor II and crew were just amazing.   Everyone was pleasant and very helpful.  I didn’t
have to lift a finger at any time for anything.  There was an onboard chef and pastry chef, so the food was
simply amazing.   Every dive had a little bit more than full fill and they really went out of their way to make
sure that every guest had the best time possible.

I know that a lot of American’s have reservations about going to Egypt and the middle east, but I can
honestly tell you that the Egyptian government goes out of its way to ensure that tourists are safe and
protected.   I actually felt safer there than I do in my recently former hometown city of NYC.  I highly
recommend making this trip and staying with Aggressor.   The price of the boat is relatively cheap and you
are getting 5 star service and diving.   I can’t wait to go again.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Gregory S Bruce in WA, US  at Jul 29, 2021 10:14 EST
Thanks for the report. I will be going the end of December on the Aggressor
III for one week down south and one week up north. Did you have any
problems getting your required Covid test prior to returning to the States?
Where and how did you go about getting it? Thanks again

--------------By report author: Steven Damsky in , US at Jul 29, 2021 10:25 EST
Aggressor was awesome in that regard.   Normally they would have the doctor
come to the boat, however, that was suspended while we were there. 
Aggressor arranged transportation for us to go to the tourist testing site,
and included a local guide who was able to run interference for us with the
authorities.   It only took an hour all told.  The crew went out of their
way to make sure that we got what we needed.

--------------By Gregory S Bruce in WA, US  at Jul 29, 2021 11:09 EST
Awesome-- thanks for that info.

------------------------------------
"Great diving at a very reasonable price - Nitrox is free" 

Emperor Divers, Aug 2021 (Rpt #11657) has 1 Helpful Vote by Gerald Canning 
(Email author), FL, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 

    558/677

https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Red_Sea/EmperorDivers_report_11657.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=11657
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=gwcanning


2022 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

Where Else Diving:  
Florida, Caribbean, Indonesia, Philippines, Fiji, Mexico, Maldives, Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Hawaii 
and California. 
Airport:  Marsha Alam. Getting There:  
We flew to Hurgata in Egypt from Miami via Istanbul.  We had very little travel troubles, however you need
to be prepared for extensive and multiple inspections at the Airport is Egypt and Istanbul.  The security is
very tight.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy, currents. Water:  83 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
100 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No decompression diving and a 40 meter maximum depth.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There is no dedicated area for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We dove two charters back to back on the Emperor Elite.  The crew was amazing - one of the hardest
working crews I have ever seen.  They were constantly trying to make the trip the best experience possible
for each guest.

The downsides were two: 1. There is no dedicated Camera area.  During the first weeks charter, virtually all
of the divers had large photo rigs and the only place to work on them was in the lounge.  The eecond item
was the wind.  We had steady 5-20 knot winds with higher gusts.  This mostly impacted us on the transits. 
The Captain was very good at finding moorings tucked on the leeward side of the reefs we were diving and
the wind did not bother us when once underwater.  We did have a few times we dove from the Zodiacs that
required heading for the windward side of the reefs in 4-5' waves.

The Red Sea is the playground for European divers.  Don't expect to see other Americans.

------------------------------------
"Diving the Red Sea" 
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M/Y Heaven Saphir, May 2021 (Rpt #11526) by D.Demming (Email author), OH, US. 
Top Contributor 41 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
extensively in both the Pacific and Caribbean. 
Airport:  Cairo. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  73 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. 
Visibility:  100 to 200 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Did not have designated camera space thus did not use my underwater water camera and strobe even though
set up.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Group of fifteen divers well treated on boat by crew. Very few trips or boats out due to the Covid. Crew
enthusiastic with good food and 3 or 4 dives per day. Water clarity good but a cool 74-75 degrees. this
caused many to wear heavier suits and corresponding weights. Very lively healthy reefs with plentiful
smaller sea life. Surprised that sea life not more diverse. Saw no sharks, one octopus and turtle the whole
trip. Good boat and crew. Tarak our divemaster was excellent.

------------------------------------
"Awesome staff and very good diving" 

Red Aggressor III in Southern Red Sea, May 2021 (Rpt #11533) 
by Lisa Jabusch and Steve Nieters (Email author), TN, US. Contributor 18 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Fiji, French Polynesia, Cozumel, Belize, Hawaii, Cayman Islands, other Caribbean locations, Great Barrier
Reef, Solomon Islands, PNG, Honduras. 
Airport:  Hurghada. Getting There:  
short flight from Cairo, then 3 hour bus ride to Port Ghalib. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
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Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  76 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60 minutes. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Space was crowded around the camera tables, but there was plenty of space in the upper salon to work on
your pictures.  Everyone had a cubby to keep chargers or extra things. All chargers were unplugged at
night.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We really enjoyed the crystal clear water and visibility.  Hard corals were gorgeous and very healthy.  There
was a decent smattering of soft corals, that surprised me.  We were on the Southern itinerary out of Port
Ghalib, and had fantastic weather, with minimal winds for most of our week.  We saw a handful of
scalloped hammerheads, as well as dolphins, and one oceanic whitetip that was swarmed by pilot fish.  A
silky shark hung under the boat at one site, while another site had a school of barracuda hanging near the
boat.  We saw some new-to-us fish, and were quite impressed with the size of the giant morays (often out
free swimming, even during the day).  Blue-spotted stingrays are gorgeous!  Night dives were really good. 
Reef fish were very numerous on most sites.

The dive staff were stupendous.  Besides greeting us after every dive with warm dry towels and fresh juices,
they were quickly available at all times to help don or doff wetsuits, put on fins, as you stood geared up at
the back of the boat, wash out wetsuits between dives, handle camera gear carefully, and quickly and
efficiently fill tanks between dives.  I wore a 7 mm wetsuit, because I get cold easily, but because of the
higher salinity in the Red Sea, I carried a lot of extra lead.  Everyone else on the boat was diving in 3-5 mm
wetsuits +/- hoods.

Accommodations were really good.  Our room was probably one of the most spacious ones we've had on a
dive boat, and it was freshened or cleaned twice a day.  The AC worked well and we slept great.  The only
downside (but it was a big one) was the quality of food.  Some of our group heard that the chef was a
replacement, but no matter - the food was often overcooked and dry, and there was little flavor to most of it.
 It seemed the chef hadn't met a spice or herb he liked.  At first we thought this was just the way Egyptian
cooking was, but then we also went on the Aggressor Nile Queen and were blown out of the water with the
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fabulous tastes, quality and quantity of food available.

Our entire group was vaccinated against COVID, so it was great to not to have to wear masks or worry
about distancing.

We really enjoyed the 6 day trip on the Aggressor Nile Queen that the majority of our group did, following
our week in the Red Sea.  The best sights were around Luxor at the start of the trip.  It did take a 4+ hour
bus ride to get from Port Ghalib over to Luxor.  The staff on the Nile Queen were also very friendly and
helpful, and as I said above, the chef was stupendous!  our room and bathroom were fairly roomy, but the
salon was fairly small, and the only air conditioned area (outside of our rooms) to relax or visit in.  The
entire second floor of the boat is open air, and in the early morning this was fine, but it quickly warmed up
and became pretty uncomfortable.  Evening temps were nice, but we were docked along shore, which meant
that mosquitos were out.  All in all, we'd definitely recommend combining the two trips when you're diving
the Red Sea.

------------------------------------

Saba (2 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview: 
Saba is one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70ft (21m), with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations are in
quaint villages at 1,000 feet/300m and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool,
pleasant climate. It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands!

Saba Seasonal Planner: 
On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65Â°F (18Â°C) at night, so travel with a jacket or sweater is
recommended. Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70sÂ°F to mid-85Â°F (25-29Â°C). The most
rain falls during the month of November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best
sites are offshore seamounts. Saba is in the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Land-Based
"Saba Dive Trip" 

Sea Saba, Feb 2020 (Rpt #11611) by Judy Wright (Email author), GA, US. 2 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bonaire, Belize, Roatan, Bahamas, Caba San Lucas, St. Lucia, Cayman Islands. 
Getting There:  
Jax-Mia-St. Marteen; puddle jumper to Saba. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A 
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, cloudy. Seas:  calm, currents. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
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