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back to back (2 different trips).  Capt Ray is amazing and makes sure everyone has a fantastic time.  The
Avalon is a 65' sailing vessel that takes 12 passengers & 3 to 4 crew.  

Week 1 was windy so we stayed leeward and shallow which worked out well as I had 5 OW students and 1
AOW student. We headed down the the Exuma Island chain as far as Thunderball Grotto (where a scene
from the James Bond Movie Thunderball with Sean Connery).  We enjoyed Pig Beach and the swimming
pigs.  We visited Iguana Beach during the trip too.  The Capt set up a halyard swing and we basically had a
rope swing on the boat too.  Diving was generally shallow because of the winds.  There is algae on the reefs
that do not get a lot of current, but still nice.  Best dive of the week was Jeep Reef. 

Week 2 we had no wind and glassy water. We dove off of Eluthera on this week, and because of the calm
seas got out to Little San Salvador Island that we had never visited, and got to dive 2 sites we had never
visited before.  Because of the calm waters, we were able dive walls this week.  

Both weeks we were able to dive the Lost Blue Hole which we always enjoy.

I can not recommend Lost Island Voyages enough!

------------------------------------

Belize (37 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview: 
Inside the world's second largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. Good diving
in Belize is reachable from liveaboards or the resorts on the offshore cayes. The deeply cut, spur-and-groove
coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting but disappointing to many experienced
divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip, take a couple of days to visit Mayan
ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour flight from Houston. Belize lies in
the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits. Read K. Smith's Tropical Ice before you go! Available on the
Undercurrent website.

Belize Seasonal Planner: 
The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit roughly every two decades. During winter months (mainly December, January,
and February), Belize is also subject to north winds that blow down and may disrupt diving for several days.
Water temperature may dip as low as the 70Â°F (21Â°C) in the winter and reach as high as 85Â°F (30Â°C)
in the summer.

Land-Based
"Work in Progress" 

Belize Dive Haven, Jan 2020 (Rpt #11411) by  Jim Tompkins (Email author), NC, US. 
Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Palau, Yap, Tahiti, Fiji, Chuck, Maldives, Raja Ampat, Thailand, Philippines. 
Airport:  Belize City. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
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Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  79 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Stay with Group. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Belize Dive Haven is a work in progress. The basic amenities are available, but a lot of features are still
under construction.

You fly into Belize City International airport where you are picked up by Belize Dive Haven Staff and
transported to a Marina with a restaurant and bar. Where you wait until the group for the 1 hour plus boat
trip to the resort have assembled. Take your foul weather gear with you in the event the crossing is wet. Sit
towards the stern. On our return trip the people in the bow bounced a lot. In our case the luggage traveled in
a separate boat. 

The rooms and beds were comfortable. When we were there there was only one key available per room and
the safe in the room was not attached to anything. The room had some unique design features. There was a
plain glass window between the shower and the bedroom that faced the sliding glass doors. If you were on
the first floor you needed to keep the curtains drawn to prevent people outside looking into the bathroom.
The door to our room had a large glass oval in it which let the light from the hall illuminate the room at
night.

Bring plenty of insect repellent and use it liberally as the biting insects are furious despite the resort fogging
morning and night.

The staff was courteous and very helpful. The dive staff were excellent and the boats were comfortable.
People who went snorkeling enjoyed themselves and were able to see a lot of sea life.

The dinning room is currently under construction so we ate in a large open area adjoining the bar area. The
food was adequate but the menu was much the same from day to day.
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We were a group of 52 persons with forty five divers which was the largest group they have had to date so
we represented a stress test for the hotel. The staff handled the situation with only minor problems.

------------------------------------
"Turneffe Atoll and Day trip to Lighthouse Reef" 

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Lighthouse Ree, Dec 2019 (Rpt #11394 , Photos
) has 3 Helpful Votes by S D Jackson (Email author), UT, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Costa Rica, Hawaii, Cozumel, Isla Mujures, Akumal, Little Cayman, Cayman Brac, Grand Cayman, BVI,
Utila, Roatan, Belize, Glover's Atoll, Lighthouses Atoll, Turneffe Atoll, West Palm, Puerto Rico, St Martin,
Florida, Hawaii, Saba, Statia, Bonaire, Grenada, Tobago, GBR, Coral Sea. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Houston or Miami to Belize City, boat transfer or small plane charter to Blackbird Caye. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. 
Visibility:  70 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60-65 minutes total time, stay in eye shot of DM. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
New large fresh water tub was provided. Crew was sensitive and careful with equipment. Charging was
handled in own cabanas with plenty of 110v outlets and tables.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Blackbird Resort (BBR) is sited on Blackbird Caye which is a small island that is part of Turneffe Atoll. It
is under new ownership and management who is investing in nice new cabanas, equipment, etc. They have
assembled a new impressive team related to the resort and boatdive crew, -all experienced, skilled, with a
warm and friendly attitude. 

Bugs in this area can be a real problem, but were very mild during our visit. The cabanas are very
comfortable with potable water, hot showers, and plenty of electrical outlets for camera gear, etc. The food
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was very good and plentiful. The bar and staff were a hoot, and the drinks were well crafted, affordable and
had some kick to them. 

Now to why we came, the diving. Most of the diving around Turneffe is wall, semi-wall, or the top of the
wall diving. BBR drift dives these sites and the crew manages this with ease. The boats are new(er), clean
and comfortable with very good to excellent crews. I don't recognize the brand but have seen similar in
other parts of Belize. Good sized, with a side giant stride entry with a return ladder. All of the dive sites
with the exception of the day trip to the Blue Hole and Lighthouse reef are within 5-15 minutes from the
resort. 

The resort includes three dives a day with their packages. Meet on the dock ready to dive at 8a, 11a, and
2:30p. Surface intervals are at the resort, including an longer one for the lunch hour. The dive routine is very
nice and overall you could call it concierge diving, the dive and boat crew handles virtually every thing. We
dived 23 dives. The tanks are new aluminum 80's. The nitrox for the week was at 32%.

The diving is typical very good Caribbean diving. Lots of variety of coral and tall coral structure with white
sand on top of the reef. They have recently had a bleaching incident which has hit their hard corals. It was
sad to see and was a distraction for a couple of days on most every dive. 

During the trip we saw large eagle rays on most every dive. Sting rays and rough tail rays were common.
XLarge white spotted file fish, hogfish, parrot fish were plentiful. All of the Caribbean tropicals, lobsters,
eels, crabs were represented. The stars of the show were the spotted toad fish, burr fish, mating squid and
many types of small crabs. We saw several nurse sharks around Turneffe, also.

The day trip to the Blue Hole and Lighthouse Reef was easy and well thought out. We dived the the Blue
Hole first, and after our safety stop dived Long Caye. We then visited Half Moon Caye and had a BBQ for
lunch and finished our day diving their before heading back to BBR with a 4:30p arrival. The Blue Hole viz
that day was poor but we did have a reasonably good dive to the stalactites, seeing a XL reef shark on our
return to the boat. Our other two dives on LightHouse were exceptional, pristine coral reefs with plenty of
wild life including the largest, inquisitive,  8'-10' grey reef sharks I have ever seen. Lighthouse Reef has
some of the best diving in this hemisphere. Unfortunately, the two resorts there struggle and are poorly ran
so BBR can be a good alternative. 

Overall we had a great trip. Blackbird Resort has came back strong with a great team of professionals. The
overall experience and value was very good and enjoyable. We had a great trip. 

------------------------------------
"Happy To Be Traveling and Diving Again!" 

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Jul 2021 (Rpt #11564 , Photos) has 2 Helpful Votes 
by Gary & Robin Schiendelman (Email author), PA, US. Contributor 16 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia, PNG, Solomon Isl, Red Sea, Maldives, South Africa, Mozambique, Cocos Isl, Galapagos,
Socorro, Palau, Var Caribbean locations, New Jersey, Florida, No Carolina, Philippines. 
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Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
American Airlines PHL-DFW-BZE
Return BZE-MIA-PHL. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Time & Depth. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Dedicated rinse bucket on boat. Crew would hand down camera if requested.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our second trip to Belize since the pandemic. We chose Blackbird Caye after seeing their new
beachfront villas and thought the prices were fairly good for the area (Turneffe Atoll).

American Airlines proved to be a disaster but won't bore you with those details. You pay your money and
take your chances. The team at Blackbird modified our reservation with no issues when AA cancelled our
original flight the day we were scheduled to leave.

Blackbird Caye includes a boat transfer from Belize City on Saturday and Wednesday. It takes about an
hour and a half. We arrived on Friday (due to the aforementioned cancelled flight)  so took a small charter
flight. Pricey but only 15 minutes and Blackbird has their own landing strip so it was super easy. Although
we left the resort on a Saturday, we opted for the charter flight again so we could sleep in, enjoy a leisurely
breakfat and finish packing rather than getting up early to be on the transfer boat at 7AM.

The new beachfront cabanas are beautiful and very large. The entire front of the cabanas are screened and
made for a delightful stay. We were able to leave the front doors open and take advantage of the ocean
breeze with no bug worries. And there are bugs!! Not only no-see-ums but biting flies that really hurt! A
couple of guests were bitten so bad they lost a day of diving. Except when it was very windy, the bugs made
it impossible to be outside without lots of DEET.  We had a couple of minor maintenance issues in our
cabana (stuck bathroom door, water pressure) and they were immediately and efficiently taken care of.
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The restaurant was inside with screens. Most of the tables  were set up for 4 to 6 people which made it easy
to join other guests. They did have tables for  2 if you preferred. Breakfast and lunch were buffet. Dinners
were plated with a seafood and meat choice each night. Food was good, not great for the most part. Some of
the dishes were really good but others not so much. There was a surf and turf one night with ribs being the
"turf" but they were so dry as to be almost inedible. On the other hand, a couple of the fish entrees were
excellent.  But, they try and the service is always pleasant and with a smile. If you are a foodie, you might
be disappointed. We go for the diving so food is always secondary!

Palapa bar had happy hour every night with  hors d'oeuvres. Bartenders were always pleasant with George
being a standout. So funny and with some amazing magic tricks. Bar stayed open until the last guest left.
There were some younger guests who stayed up late on a few occasions.  We never heard any noise from
the bar at night while in our cabana. However,  some of the older cabanas are closer to the bar and we did
hear one guest complain of the loud music.

There are 2 boats used for diving and a third for snorkelers. Set up your gear on the dock  the first morning
and they left it on the boat all week. Supposedly it was rinsed each night. There was only one small rinse
bucket on the dock for the whole resort.  Giant stride in could be a bit difficult if the water was rough but
the staff was always available to assist. Ladder for exit was ok and again, staff were ready to assist. They
offered to take your gear before exit for anyone with physical issues. They attempted to separate people into
groups based on experience...although that was not always possible. During our 2 weeks there, we were
moved into multiple groups depending upon how many other divers there were. Ed manages the dive
operation and is also a DM and he was a really good spotter. Some of the other dive guides were not so
good at spotting...or they were more interested in shooting lionfish than finding critters. All of the guides
moved really slow which we appreciate. It allowed everyone to explore and take photos. Dive times were
about 60 minutes but that was variable depending upon your dive guide. Our dive times varied from 60 to
85 minutes with most being 60-70.  The dive guide would float a sausage when the first diver ran low on air
and that person would ascend.

Unless we went to the other side of the island due to weather, the boat returned to the resort after every dive.
There were 2 morning dives and one afternoon. You could request a night dive every night, weather
permitting but beware...the charge is $100 per person! We had one not great night dive but the second was
amazing. There were 8 octopus with at least 2 of them active and hunting.

Blue Hole Day is Tuesday when all the guests, snorkelers and divers go to the Blue Hole followed by a dive
at Half Moon Caye, lunch on the Caye and a 3rd dive at Long Caye. The Blue Hole is once and done but the
other 2 dives are perhaps the best of the week with lots of healthy coral, many sharks and some very
friendly grouper.

Blackbird Caye owners are making investments into the infrastructure and improvements in all areas of the
resort. In addition to the new cabanas, they have invested in a new machine to clear up the sargassum on the
beach (rather than having employees do it by hand) and upgrading generators. They are also taking an active
role in conservation in the area. They look to be in it for the long haul.
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We would recommend this resort.  Facilities and grounds are very nice and the staff are friendly and
competent. They do their best to ensure you are well taken care of and all your needs are met.

Although we expected the diving to be equal to that of Turneffe Island Resort (we were there in December
2020), we found it to be not quite as good.  While some of the dives were very good (by Caribbean
standards), others were only fair. We did run into some really windy weather which impacted the choice of
sites so perhaps that was the difference.

All in all, if you have to dive the Caribbean, this is a solid choice. Belize has made it easy to enter. Show
your vaccine card or a recent negative Covid test. Testing for the return home was done at the airport for
$75 per person with results in about a half hour. Blackbird Caye made the reservations for us to take the test
and it needed to be done before checking in for your flight home.

Happy to answer any specific questions anyone may have and happy to be back traveling and diving!

------------------------------------
"Great Time at Blackbird Caye" 

Blackbird Resort, Jul 2021 (Rpt #11597) by Kevin Darnell (Email author), TX, US. 
Contributor 14 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Cayman Islands, Cozumel, Turks & Caicos, St. Thomas, St. Croix, Roatan, Utila,  Australia, Palau, Yap,
Fiji, Maldives, Cocos Island. Florida Keys, Belize, Cuba, BVI. 
Airport:  Belize City. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No Deco. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
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[Blackbird Caye is 1 1/2 hour boat trip off the mainland. There are 15-16 small bungalows that are very
comfortable. The newer units are larger with much better bathrooms and showers otherwise the units are
very similar. The food is excellent and plentiful. Happy Hour is a great time with snacks and drinks. The
week we were there they were having guest speakers come in and give short talks on the conservation
efforts Belize was taking. The Diving was very good. The corals seem to be in excellent condition. We
didn't see any Bleaching. All the diving was drift dives fairly close to the resort. Tuesday was Blue Hole
Day. Having dived it several times before, I wasn't too excited about the Blue Hole but afterwards you get
to dive Half Moon Caye and Long Caye which are great dives with a lot of very Curious Reef Sharks. Entry
to Belize is very easy . All you have to do is show a Vaccination Card for entry. There is a testing facility in
the airport to be tested before returning to the US takes about 30 minutes.

------------------------------------
"Healthy reef. Good food. Lovely room." 

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Island, Aug 2021 (Rpt #11589) by JE Anderson (Email author),
 AR, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Little Cayman, Bahamas, Mexico, Solomon Islands Salt Cay. 
Airport:  BZE. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  83 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  60 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Open Water certified divers were supposed to stay at 60 feet or above.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is a small, friendly resort, owned by Belizeans. The carefully prepared native recipes are based on
Belizean meats, fruits and vegetables. My travelling companion is vegan and they accommodated her
wishes with grace and inventiveness. I stayed at nearby Turneffe Island Resort in 2008 but felt chafed by
their rules so decided to try out Blackbird.  

The Villa rooms are nearly new, having been recently rebuilt after a hurricane.  They were large, spotlessly
clean and had coffee in the morning. The showers were enormous and had a clothes line inside.  The beds
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were so comfortable that I am kicking myself for not figuring out their manufacturer so I could buy one for
home. Wall sized drapes open to a view of the sea.  I have never stayed in a nicer room on a dive trip.  AC
available but often breezes were sufficient.

After 10 days, I decided to stay on - the Covid-era policy of no penalty change to air flights allowed for this.
 The management offered a discounted room rate that was just too good to pass up. I moved to a room in
one of the older cabins which was fine but I had been spoiled by the new villa rooms.

The Divemasters were a jolly engaging bunch full of stories. We saw pipefish, toadfish, squid, sharks, tiny
newborn flounders, free swimming morays, hamlets, turtles etc. Lionfish were culled by the DMs and some
guests. The reef is in good shape and the diversity is high. Three dives a day with surface interval back at
the resort. Often the trip to the dive site was only a few minutes. There is also a 2 tank dive at the Elbow. I
was glad I brought my bigger fins because some dives had current. The weekly trip to the Blue Hole is on
Tuesdays. Not having Advanced Open Water certification, we were not allowed to dive the Blue Hole
because the resort follows the PADI recommendations. So we snorkled. The Blue Hole is one of those
"bucket list" activities  that I dove in 2008 and saw no need to do again. Even so, this is the first time we
have ever been limited by our PADI certification and our group has been diving for 18 years all over the
world and more often than not below 60 feet.

The dive staff helped us re-enter the boat by taking our gear in the water. And they did most of the
gear/tank/nitrox testing management as well.

Blackbird includes transfers to/from the airport on Wednesdays and Saturdays by boat at present. A short
flight is also available for additional cost. Covid protocols were straightforward. Since everyone must be
vaxxed and proven disease free, it was a relief to not worry.

------------------------------------
"Diving South Water Caye in Belize" 

Blue Marlin Dive/Blue Marlin Beach Resort in South Water Caye, Dec 2019 (Rpt 
#11371) by Lori Price (Email author), GA, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Sipidan, Maldives, Florida, Bonaire, La Paz, Indonesia, Cayman Islands, Curacao,Fiji, Barbados, St
Thomas, Hawaii. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
ATL to BZE on Delta then small air plane to Dangriga and boat to island. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  80 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No deco diving but dive master was very careful. . 
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----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
The staff will do anything to help you but are not experienced in underwater photography. There is not a
rinse tank on the boat as it is too small. All dives were drift dives with small currents so you are able to
circle around to photograph a specific subject. Gear is rinsed at the boat dock upon return to the resort.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The Blue Marlin Resort is a hidden treasure as a small family owned operation. The beach front huts are
more than adequate for divers and non divers. Staff are very attentive to any needs and there is an obvious
effort to protect the reef and island environment.  The island is quite small as you can view ocean on east
and west coast from your door. No shore diving is available, all dives are drift with mild current. There is
only one dive master; she knows the area well. A central lodge and outdoor dining deck are open all hours
for guests to use WiFi as it is not available in the rooms. The facility is extremely clean and kept well.
Rooms are cleaned each morning by staff and turn down service occurs during the dinner hour. 

The food is outstanding, better than most dive resorts. The chef is able to accommodate any dietary
restrictions. He checks in with each party after all meals to get feedback and answer questions. Food is
prepared once you sit down and all ingredients are fresh. A fresh juice was served with each meal. Each
dinner is 3 course, individually served, and made with quality fresh ingredients. They even hold dinner to
work around your dive schedule. Portions can be adjusted to each person. 

All diving is good, located within the marine park, with good visibility despite the reef showing signs of
stress and coral bleaching. About 15% of hard corals are dead. Soft corals are abundant. The resort is close
to all dive sites with a ten to fifteen minute small boat ride, back roll entry, and a return to the resort
between dives. Spotted eagle rays were seen on multiple dives and every night at the end of the pier due to
the dock lighting. On several dives we interacted with nurse sharks swimming between us. They come up
along side the diver, within a foot. Large green moray eels were not hesitant to free swim and demonstrated
aggressive behavior toward the divers. Perhaps it was mating season? The dive master was receptive to the
requests and profile desired by the divers. There was a very small dive shop/boat house for rinsing and
hanging gear. The staff go out of their way to facilitate your every need.

------------------------------------
"Great Week of Diving with Blue Reef Adventures - Belize" 

Blue Reef Adventures, Jun 2021 (Rpt #11608) by Philip Karp (Email author), AZ, US. 
2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Turks and Caicos, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Thailand, Australia, Egypt. 
Airport:  BZE. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
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Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Polly is an excellent photographer and can offer tips to those who are interested.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Blue Reef Adventures operates both sport fishing and diving tours but occasionally organizes a week
focused mainly on diving.  This was my second time joining one of these trips.  The operator is based out of
Placencia, but diving is within the South Water Caye Marine Reserve. Accommodations are on South Water
Caye, about an hour boat ride from Placencia.  There are three small resorts on the island.  The one utilized
by Blue Reef Adventures features comfortable bungalows, each with its own terrace right on the water. 
Food is served in a patio dining room and features local dishes..  Groups are quite small - maximum 12
guests, so diving can be very individualized and service is fantastic.  The owner, Polly Alford is a PADI
Dive Master/Instructror and often leads dives herself.  She also has two other dive masters/instructors as
part of her team.  There are rarely any other divers at the various sites, mostly within the marine reserve. 
The underwater landscape features excellent soft coral cover and a decent amount of hard coral.  There are
lost of small fish but very few large ones. Nurse sharks are frequently encountered as are turtles, but other
types of sharks are rare.  One of the highlights, for those who are interested, is spearing invasive lionfish. 
Polly is an excellent hunter  (she holds the Belize record for largest lionfish harvested)and is adept at
pointing out fish that may be hiding in overhangs or crevices.  Lionfish harvested are served up as ceviche
or batter fried, constituting a great addition to the already tasty food offerings.

------------------------------------
"Boring diving, would not return to Ambergris" 

Chuck & Robbie's/Captain Morgan's in Ambergris Caye, Aug 2021 (Rpt #11605) 
by Feney matthews (Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
maldives, Thailand, Indonesia, cozumel, raja ampat. 
Airport:  bze. ----- Ratings ----- 
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Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  90 to 92 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
10 to 15 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Time limit, even if you still had over 1/2 tank!. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We had an opportunity to go to Belize so we went to the Caracol ruins near Guatemala and spent one week
on Ambergris. The diving was really boring, super warm water, a few nurse sharks and a couple of turtles.
The reefs were not colorful, the water was murky, and there wasn't much to see. Chuck & Robbie's was
efficient but catered to beginning divers and cut dives off at 45-50 minutes. Would not return to Ambergris.

------------------------------------
"Good service - would recommend" 

Ecologic Divers/The Phoenix Resort, Jan 2020 (Rpt #11476) has 2 Helpful Votes 
by Mark Ahola (Email author), NY, US. 2 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Cayman's, Costa Rica, Curacao, Cozumel, Florida Keys, Roatan, St. Lucia, fresh water lakes. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, currents. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  70 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
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Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I dove 4 days with Ecologic Divers in early January.  Their dock was conveniently close to my hotel.  (I did
dive 1 day at Ramon's as Ecologic was closed on Jan 1.  I reviewed them last trip--another fine operation).  

Prior to the trip, I had been in regular correspondence with Germain and the owner; they were easy to
contact and arrange dives.  Because of a bit windy/choppy weather, we had to scrap one of the diving days. 
The dive shop was laid back and flexible with scheduling.  

We were in a small boat each day, diving with Charlie and a few captains.  He helped divers as needed,
found various sea critters, and was a fun and knowledgeable divemaster.  The waves were a bit difficult and
he let us go under while waiting for the rest of the group to enter.  Once surfacing, he had a system of
helping us take off gear, making for an easy exit climb up the ladder.  I think that our boat had more
experienced divers, and there were also new and less experienced divers on different boats.

I like the valet service of setting up our gear.  I dove without a wetsuit for the first time ever, and it wasn't
too cold.  It was actually pleasant not hassling with putting on my old 3mil full suit.  Charlie dives with just
a skin.  Again, I enjoyed diving with Charlie.  He assisted if needed but let us dive our own profile.

The only negative was the condition of some of the rental equipment.  I had to rent a reg one time with a
slow 2nd stage leak and someone else in my family rented a reg and BC which had some issues, but there
were no threats to safety, they took care of problems, and I definitely felt comfortable diving with this op.

We dove the local reefs every dive.  When on Caye Caulker, I previously took trips to the Blue Hole and
Turneffe.  Really, the local dives are just fine with me.  They are cheaper, quick to get to and the surface
interval is back on the dock.  There are so many nurse sharks, and a few other sharks, a variety of macro and
fish life, and reefs are in good shape.  We have been to Cozumel a few times which is also great, but I love
the vibe and diving (some drift) in Belize.  We are going back this January to again dive with Ecologic
Divers if COVID is under control.

------------------------------------
"Nice drive trip with Ecologic Divers" 

Ecologic Divers/Phoenix Resort in Ambergris Caye, Mar 2020 (Rpt #11442) 
by Christopher McQuitty (Email author), TX, US. Reviewer 6 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Belize, Bonaire, Costa Rica, Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Aruba, Cozumel, Cancun, Cayman Brac. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
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Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Had a dedicated bath for cameras and enforced not rinsing masks in the water - thank goodness! Got lots of
shark pictures - not a lot of macro. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We did a long weekend dive trip with Ecologic Divers. The weather was suboptimal - overcast, spotty rain,
pretty cool - ~70 - 72° F out of the water and water temp was about 79°F. Rental equipment was good and
bad - BCD's were in good shape, regulators a little beat up. My depth gauge spun around and had to twist it
back to read it - worked though. The surface was also choppy. The dive boats are a little beat up as well but
functional. The dive crew were what made the trip good though. The dive masters and boat captains were
very pleasant, sociable, helpful, and accommodating. The first day, we decided not to do a second dive
because the above water temp just made it miserable coming back - the boat brings you back to dock
between dives - they didn't charge us for a booked second dive and were great about it. We always had the
option to change or do what we'd like; their mantra of "it's your vacation, do what will be fun" was great
and they meant it. They were also very eco friendly as per the name. They were very vocal about not
touching the coral and wildlife, unlike a lot of other local dive operators. We appreciated this very much.
The diving itself waa pleasant - nice corals, plenty of fish - although smaller in size, and a large population
of nurse sharks, reef sharks, and one persistently present bull shark. They were good about safety and
checked frequently on the divers with them.  The dive sites were limited due to chop and temperature as no
one wanted to be above water very long but had a good variety of life. Overall would recommend them over
other operators on Ambergris Caye

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Ms Lynda Durfee in VA, US  at Mar 10, 2020 19:33 EST
I'd worry about a regulator that looked "a little beaten up."
That is one thing I definitely would NOT rent.

------------------------------------
"Easy Diving - Professional Dive Services" 

Frenchies Dive Services/Many hotels and resort aailable in Caye Caulker, Belize,
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Sep 2021 (Rpt #11664 , Photos) has 1 Helpful Vote by NEAL LANGERMAN (Email author),
 CA, US. Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
All of continental USA; Caribbean, Gulf, Sea of Cortez, Eastern & Western Pacific & more. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Most airlines service BZE. Take San Pedro Belize City Express to Caulker.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  rainy. Seas:  calm. Water:  28 to 29 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
18 to 40 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Time, depth, max air loosely enforced, except at Blue Hole. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Wide angle is OK; macro is good.  See my Facebook page (under my name) for images. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We are currently at Caye Caulker on a month long stay.  Diving almost every day with Frenchies. We leave
our gear with them, they take care of it and it is ready the next day.  Except for camera, which we bring
back to our apartment to service.

Diving is from pangas, except for the long trips to Blue Hole and parts of Turneffe atoll, which is a 40'
cruiser driven by 4 - 250 HP outboards. The long trips 90 - 120 minutes each way are 3 tank; all others 2
tank. Frenchies provides good snacks between dives and plenty of water. The long trips include a really
good lunch.

Guides are clear during briefings and attentive U/W.  Helpful for finding photo subjects.  Entries are back
roll (giant stride off big boat) and pangas have good ladders.  Diving is very easy and totally enjoyable. 
Water is 28-29C (83-85F).  This is low adventure, laid-back diving, exactly what I like.

Frenchies Diving Services rate among the top ten I have dove with during my long career.  I look forward to
2 more weeks here and returning next year.
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------------------------------------
"great place to dive and relax" 

Hamanasi, Jun 2021 (Rpt #11656 , Photos) by Thomas Maloney (Email author), FL, US. 
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[UnFiji, Bonaire San Sal, Bahamas, Honduras, Florida. 
Airport:  Belize Airport. Getting There:  
AA no problems. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[UThey just wanted to be sure that diving aluminum 80's you could stay down for 45 minutesnspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]  They have rinse tank for camera on board.  No photo lab..etc.  Plenty of opportunities for great
UWP's. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]Greatly surprised with p[rofessionalism of staff at resort and the dive operation.  Due to Covid masks
are required while walking inside resort and boarding dive boat.  When outside around pool makes are not
required.  rooms were clean, food was great.  No complaints,  in fact I am returning in October for another
great week.

------------------------------------
"Hamanasi & Turneffe" 

Hamanasi/Turneffe Island Resort in s barrier reef, Turneffe atoll, Aug 2021 (Rpt 
#11600) by Judy Orange (Email author), CA, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
California, Papua New Guinea, Red Sea, Fiji, Hawaii, Indonesia, Philippines, Mexico, Panama, etc.. 
Airport:  LAX, Belize City. Getting There:  
American Airlines, connecting through Dallas. 

----- Ratings ----- 
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Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  80 to 84 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
no decompression diving. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Hamanasi has a bigger dive boat, cameras were carefully handled, water bucket provided.

Turneffe has a small boat, no bucket, but large water tank on shore. Cameras were carefully handled and the
lack of boat facilities did not matter as surface interval is always back at the resort.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
As our first dive trip since the pandemic (unfortunately still not over), and as our first travel to Belize, this
was planned to cover both mainland and atoll diving: 1 week @ Hamanasi, 1 week @Turneffe. Both of us
(husband and wife team) have been fully vaccinated and Belize seems to be keeping the pandemic under
control. Vaccine cards were accepted, but while still in the country, entry requirement was changed so that
negative PCR test for everyone is required for entry, given the Delta variant surging in parts of the world.
Both resorts excelled in following health protocols, and glad to say, we returned home safe and sound. 

American Airlines canceled our return segment from Dallas last minute, and the airport was a mess. We
decided to pay for our own hotel so we could snatch a few hours of sleep and did not join the hundreds of
angry passengers lined up to argue with the airline staff. We found an alternative flight online, not allowing
the incident to spoil an otherwise wonderful trip. 

The two resorts are different as are the diving, and we are very glad we went to both. We are not familiar
with Caribbean diving and this was a refreshing experience. Everything exceeded our expectations. We are
ready to go again, and as long as the pandemic is still ongoing, and more distant destinations are still
off-limits, Belize is definitely one of our top choice destinations for now. However, given the airline
situation (labor shortage, cancellations, etc.) we will only fly nonstop from now on.

------------------------------------
"Sublime, overpriced." 
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Isla Marisol Resort in Glover’s Atoll, Feb 2020 (Rpt #11443) has 1 Helpful Vote 
by Mary Adams (Email author), MD, US. Sr. Reviewer 11 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cuba, Bonaire, Cozumel, Florida Keys, Clearwater FL, Bimini, Roatan, Kona, North Carolina, Flower
Garden Banks, Caymans, Palau, Chuuk, Turks and Caicos.. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Fly to BZE, then Dangriga. I traveled by land from Belize City to Dangriga. . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
50-minute bottom time, 3-minute safety stop. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Captain will hand your camera down to you, and lift it into the boat after. No camera or mask buckets on
boat.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Mary’s Undercurrent review of Isla Marisol

February 2020

I signed up online for a week-long stay, Wednesday-to-Wednesday, including 17 dives. Captain Douglas
fetched 3 of us in Dangriga for the hour-long open boat ride to Glover’s Atoll and Isla Marisol resort. There,
we met Letitia and Mora, resort managers and dive masters. Lety showed us around the tiny rustic resort,
which has 11 one-bedroom cabanas and one 2-bedroom bungalow. There is a dining room with space for
about 30 people, and a really nice new over-water bar. Water supply is from rain, and Mora said they have a
desalination plant, but I did not see it. Electricity is via solar panels and diesel generator. Mora said
windmills do not hold up in a salty environment. 

My cabana was perfectly comfortable, with 2 full-size beds, ceiling fan, and a veranda with clotheslines.
There is an air conditioner, but I did not use it. The bathroom was functional, but I discovered after my first
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dive that I got only about 60  seconds of hot water, just enough to de-salinate my hair and body between
dives. The door locks and screens were all rusty, so there was no actual cabana security, but nothing bad
happened. Isla Marisol must spray for bugs, I saw only one brown beetle, few gnats and no mosquitoes or
no-see um bites. I didn’t discuss that with Lety or Mora, but I suspect DDT is in use in Belize. There were
very few birds in the palm trees or mangroves. 

Food was about as mediocre as Belizean food can get. I think Belize sells the chicken breasts and thighs &
drumsticks to a foreign market, leaving Belizeans with the necks & wings. There was pineapple and
watermelon (not as ripe as I expected) and papaya, and all the starches. My package included “snacks,” but
all I ever saw was bananas, orange juice, and lemonade. I glimpsed a box of Snickers bars arrive on the
Saturday supply boat, but we guests never saw one. Desserts were uniformly mediocre - dry cakes, cookies,
and “pies.” Food was sustaining, and there was enough of it, but I think I paid for much better. We did get
lobster twice, which unfortunately is wasted on me. When in Belize, I eat what is placed in front of me and
give thanks and tips.

Dive operation was lots of fun, especially with only 3 divers per outing. We boarded the Mountain Lion or
the Marisol Tarpon boat (twin 200-hp Yamahas) for a 5-10-minute ride to the dive sites on the outer walls
of the Atoll. After a dive briefing, we back-rolled into the water and descended. Visibility ranged from 50
feet to spectacular. Most dives were slow drifts in an easy current along or on top of the wall. My max
recorded depth was 81 feet, averages 35-50 feet. After 50 minutes and safety stops, Captain Douglas moved
the boat close to us, we handed up our weights, tanks, and fins, then climbed the ladder. Douglas and Mora
refilled our tanks between dives. Seas were mostly pretty calm, but there were a handful of wild rides in
3-foot seas. I took a bonine for breakfast every day.

The dive shop has several locked cages for storing gear between dives. Rinse capability was spotty;
sometimes there was water at the dock shower, mostly not, and there was only one half-filled barrel for
rinsing wetsuits. I left mine salty and brought them home salty. My tiny GoPro went to my cabana between
dives for a sink dunk. 

I was counting fish for REEF surveys most of the dives, and observed a moderate number of species and
mostly small populations, except abundant creole wrasse, redband and striped parrotfish, yellow snappers,
and bar jacks. The reef condition was good at most dive sites, but there were a couple sites where all the
corals were dead. Long Caye Wall was the worst. I saw only a handful of nurse sharks, and a few
magnificent turtles - loggerhead, hawksbill, and green. I wish I could convince the whole world that a live
turtle in the ocean is worth $2000 to this scuba diver.

The DMs were hunting for spiny lobsters during most of the dives, and were moderately successful.
Apparently there is a spiny lobster season.

Glover’s Atoll has a marine protected area inside the Atoll. Mora admitted that the Belize Wildlife authority
has trouble enforcing fishing restrictions in the protected areas. There is a Wildlife Conservation Society
research station on Long Key. I did not visit it, wish I had. Another diver did visit it and reported its
capabilities. 
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There were a couple of snorkelers early in my stay. They were disappointed in the snorkel services. They
paid (I think I heard) $75 to be taken a quarter-mile from the resort for what they said was poor snorkeling. I
snorkeled around the resort under the mangroves, the bar and the boat docks, and I saw some interesting
small sea life, two spotted eagle rays (!!), and a moderate amount of plastic trash of course. 

Overall, February 5-12 on Isla Marisol was a fine, if overpriced, diving week.

------------------------------------
"A Truly Incredible Week of Diving at Glover’s Reef" 

Isla Marisol Resort in Glover's Reef, Feb 2020 (Rpt #11459) by Jeanette Hartshorn 
(Email author), MO, US. Contributor 14 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Florida, Atlantic, Dominica, Saba, St Maarten, St Kitts, Grand Turk, Cayman Islands, Mexico,
Indonesia, Maldives, Hawaii, Cocos Island, Galapagos, Belize, Roatan. 
Airport:  DGA Dangriga. Getting There:  
DFW to BZE to DGA. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  81 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
no deco; 60-70 min bottom times. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  1 or 2. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Unfortunately no set up or rinsing area for UWP; take your system back to your room for rinse and storage. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our second stay at Isla Marisol in Glover’s Reef.  Our prior visit was about 2 yrs ago.  Then, we
thoroughly enjoyed the diving and experiencing a healthy reef system in the Caribbean so we wanted to
make a return visit.  It seems that Caribbean diving is becoming so degraded that it keeps getter more
difficult to find enjoyable diving in the Caribbean.

Isla Marisol sits on a tiny island out about 26 miles from the coast of Dangriga and the boatride takes about
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1.5hr to get out there.  The resort is very rustic – a couple of steps above camping. They use solar and a
generator to provide energy for the resort. Isla Marisol is so peaceful, comfortable, friendly, and the food is
delicious.  It is off the beaten track, which is what makes it special and the diving still very good.  Night
skies are incredibly black and bejeweled with so many stars you’d never imagine.

On this second visit to Glover’s, the diving was even better than the first visit!  During a week’s diving, we
saw schools of what you’d hope to see, including creole wrasse, snappers, grunts, bar jacks; but also schools
of porgies and chubs; angels, triggerfish, filefish, trunkfish, boxfish, hamlets; morays, nurse sharks, lobsters,
unfortunately quite a few lionfish; even several tuna, barracuda, tiger and nassau groupers; nice corals and
sponges; quite a few hawksbill turtles and even several spotted eagle rays.  Wow- all that was great to see!

But we also encountered a pod of dolphins, a loggerhead turtle and even a whale shark at different dive
sites!  Say what?! Yes, really!  That all made for some great conversations topside, and just goes to show
you that you just never know what you may see.

Read more about and view pictures from this trip at

 https://underwatersplendor.com/2020/03/10/incredible-diving-at-glovers-reef-belize/ 

Read about and see pictures from other dive trips at https://underwatersplendor.com/

------------------------------------
"Great Diving despite weather" 

Itza Lodge in Long Caye, Jan 2020 (Rpt #11400) has 1 Helpful Vote by eric williamson 
(Email author), MT, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Cabo San Lucas, Chinchorro Banks, Belize, Honduras Bay Islands, Mexico, Panama, Costa Rica,
Alaska, GBR,Tasmania,Ningaloo, Bali. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Direct flights from Chicago or Houston on United; then 1.5 hour by boat.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving:  
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
70 to 110 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Long Caye is an hour and a half boat ride from Belize City. The ride can be a bit wet, but the captain is
capable. We rode in a boat owned by Itza Lodge. Itza Lodge has about 20 rooms, but only 3-6 guests while
we were there. They could do more to make it more attractive and keep guests more contented. It definitely
has the location in its favor. There are over 24 dive sites along both sides of the island. It is only a 10 minute
boat ride to Half Moon Caye National Park, and 20 minutes to the Blue Hole.

  We had wind out of the East during our entire 10 day stay. It had very little effect on the quality of dives,
however. We dove the wall on the West side of Long Caye. We were offered 3 dives a day, but only did 2.
We dove Half Moon Caye just once because of its exposure to the wind. That dive was not any better than
the dives on West side of Long Caye.

  Elvis is the lodge manager, gear buyer, dive master, fishing guide. Itza had a staff of 8 even though at
times there were only 3 guests.  Elvis was doing double duty guiding a scuba trip, returning to the lodge,
then right back out to snorkel. He has more divemasters available but the second one was sick 3 days.His
personality is alot of bluster and baloney, but he is a capable, attentive dive master. The rental gear seems
quite good, although there were some hiccups. The weight in my wife’s integrated BCD fell out at 60 feet,
but Elvis got to her as she began to rise and held on to her for the rest of the dive. When I discovered my
depth gauge didn’t work, he loaned me a computer. The dive boats are fine, with good ladders. We removed
weights, BCD and fins before climbing into the boat.

  As a result of divers spearing lionfish and then feeding to sharks and other fish, Elvis has discovered that
thumping the point of a spear against coral calls in sharks. I was thrilled but a bit uneasy when they kept
coming straight at us, only swerving at about 8 feet! We saw many species of grouper, snapper, and jacks,
lots of barracuda, a fair number of lobster, and green and spotted morays. Several green ones were out
hunting. One popped out of the coral within a foot of Elvis’s face! Numbers of reef fish were variable, but at
times they were plentiful and diverse. We saw grouper that were close to 300 lb. Also wahoo on a few
occasions. I might not be a good judge of reef health, but it seems to be good by present Carribean
standards. The sponges are certainly impressive: lots of colour; some with diameter of 3 feet, and 4 feet tall.

  I have a report from our previous stay at Itza Lodge in January of 2018. We dove with Hurrican Divers
that time, who are still there, but since Itza has changed owners there is less collaboration.

That trip we enjoyed some nicer days, but the diving was about equal. A chief reason why we returned was
for our friend who can only snorkel now due to health reasons. I feel it is an excellent choice for that
combination of interests. Flats fishing is also available, wind permitting.

------------------------------------
"Business seems close to normal again -- nice, easy diving in warm wate" 

Ramon's Village Resort/The Palms, Nov 2021 (Rpt #11794 , Photos) by Leslie Russum 
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(Email author), CO, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Cook Islands, Galapagos, Guadeloupe, Tortola, Cozumel, Belize, Roatan, Dominica. 
Airport:  San Pedro. Getting There:  
Southwest Airlines has recently started direct flights to BZE from both Houston and Denver.  Then you take
a puddle-jumper from BZE to the San Pedro airport on Ambergris Caye.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
 To start, they keep to 45 min and 1/3 tank left, but once your DM knew your abilities, he let you dive
longer and use up more of the tank. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Ramon's boats all have a rinse bucket just for cameras and they always help you with your equipment
(handing your camera after entry and taking it from you before you exit the water).  You return to shore
between dives which makes it easy to swap out batteries, memory cards, etc.  (nice bonus). 

----- Overall Comments -----
Ramon's runs a good operation, very organized and customer centric.  On my last visit in Dec 2020, things
were just opening up so we were only able to do 2 dives/day.  The tourists have returned and most days had
3 dives/day and about 1/2 the days offered a night dive (at HolChan Marine Reserve).  Rick runs a good
dive shop and coordinates everything.  The DMs are all good, but AC is my favorite.  He goes very slow
and looks for the small critters.  There were tons of nurse sharks begging for lion fish (which we few and far
between) and the reef sharks have become much less shy, circling closer than in the past.  The soft corals
are still healthy and abundant.  We saw quite a few nudibranchs (all of the same 2 types - lettuce slug and
red tipped sea goddess).  There are a lot of crustaceans (lobster, crabs of various types) and a few shrimp.
The winds can be bad but this trip the weather was calm and warm and very little current/surge.  The night
dives are always fun since they are the the Hot Chan Marine Reserve and it's a controlled environment (big
loop of the horseshoe shaped reef in depth of 5-29 ft).  We were visited by many Spotted Eagle Rays and
the stingrays were all settled into the sand for the night.  We saw 5 octopus on the night dive  and 2 were
relatively unafraid.  My 19-yr old niece got certified on this trip with Ramon's and Adolfo did a great job of
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doing her 4 open water dives.  She was comfortable and ready to do more.  Adolfo continued to check in
with her the rest of the week to make sure everything was going well and to answer any questions.  AC took
special care to point out various marine life to her.  This was my 4th trip to Belize and Ramons and I will
continue to return - it's a nice, easy and relaxing trip.  All the dive sites are

------------------------------------
"Bad" 

Ramons Village Resort/Ramon’s Village in San Pedro, Nov 2021 (Rpt #11785) 
by Donal Dunbar (Email author), MO, US.  Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Okinawa, Kerama Islands, Channel Islands, Australia, Lake Tahoe, Northern California Coast,
Florida and Texas Gulf Coast, Cozumel, Bermuda. 
Airport:  Belize International . Getting There:  
Must book last leg through Tropic Air. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation: N/A 
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  . Seas:  . Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: N/A Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We had to cancel our trip due to a severe (non-COVID) illness my wife developed a few days before
departing. We requested a voucher or resort credit with available documentation for cause and the resort
would consider no accommodation whatsoever. They were very curt in their response and seemed to take a
‘tough luck for you’ stance. We had trip insurance which covered what would have been a substantial loss,
but I was surprised at the attitude. I will not ever book with this place again, and suggest the diving
community find an alternative when traveling to Belize. Bottom line? Avoid Ramons Village Resort, Belize

------------------------------------
"Awesome diving and easy to get to during Covid" 

Turneffe Flats in Turneffe Flats, Jul 2021 (Rpt #11602 , Photos) has 1 Helpful Vote 
by  Deborah Berglund (Email author), MT, US. Contributor 16 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indo, Phil, Solomons, French Polynesia, Micronesia, Red Sea, carib, Mexico, Sea of Cortez, Galapagos. 
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Airport:  Belize. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  70 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
None, we were the only 2 divers and had our own guide so were able to do our preferred greater than 1 hour
dives.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There was a rinse tank on the boat and since there were only 2 of us that was fine.  We were babied by the
dive guide and the boat driver who cheerfully carried our cameras from and to our cottage.  There were no
rinse tanks and no camera room on shore.  If there were more divers this may have been an issue but I
expect that the owner (on site) would have figured out some way to accommodate a group.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The resort handled everything except the flights to Belize.  In Belize Covid enforcement's were apparent,
even on the streets of Belize City!  After a wait at a hotel on the water in Belize City we were transferred by
boat to the resort, a 90 minute ride in a comfortable boat.  We had booked through an agent who negotiated
a 2 br suite for us at a very good price.  The room was clean and well furnished, very comfortable.  It was a
short walk to the restaurant, one day after a rain we had to battle the well-known Belize sand flies, but the
rest of the time it was not an issue.  All of the cottages had screened porches, making it look like a 50's style
lake resort.  We were all prescreened so did not wear masks, although the staff did wear them.  The two of
us were the only divers, the rest of the people were fishermen, all cordial people although they were seated
together.  The food was good, varied except for the daily wraps that we took on the boat.  Two evenings the
cook fried the breasted lionfish for me that our guide speared.  The lionfish were a very mild but tasty meal. 
The day before we left the owner (an MD from my home town) did the Covid test required by the US for
entry.  Yes, there were 5 of us from Montana at the resort, a first for me!

------------------------------------
"Nice Visit to Turneffe Flats Resort" 

Turneffe Flats, Oct 2021 (Rpt #11680) by Philip Karp (Email author), AZ, US. 2 reports filed.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Turks and Caicos, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Thailand, Australia, Egypt. 
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Airport:  BZE. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Diving in group with divemaster only. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I spent 4 days at Turneffe Flats during a longer trip to Belize.  While I've visited Belize many times this was
my first trip to Turneffe.  I was able to do 8 dives over 3 days, 6 at dive sites around Turneffe Atoll and 2 at
Lighthouse Reef Atoll.

The resort is beautiful, with nice acomodations and common area and excellent service.  Food was great as
was the attitude of the staff.  The resort seems to cater more to fly fishermen than to divers, which was fine
by me as our dive group was small - two other divers, both experienced, and myself.  Our divemaster,
Ruben Navidad was excellent. He chose dive sites based the weather and currents and as such was able to
take us to sites with the best visibility.  Dive briefings were good and he was attentive throughout the dives
without cramping our style.  My only quibble was his insistence on feeding speared lionfish to nurse sharks;
a practice which is frowned upon elsewhere.  Dives at Turneffe Atoll were excellent, offering some of
Belize's best dive sites.  All three of us divers had dove the Blue Hole previously, so we gladly skipped that
on the day we went to Lighthouse Reef, diving other sites there instead.  I was saddened to see the extent of
Stoney Coral Tissue Loss Disease there and its effect on what I think are some of the best reefs in Belize.  

On the whole an excellent trip.

------------------------------------
"First month reopen. The same , but with masks." 

Turneffe Island Resort, Oct 2020 (Rpt #11508) has 1 Helpful Vote by Joel Horie 
(Email author), UT, US. Contributor 14 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Belize, Grand Cayman, Socal, Bonaire, Roatan, Cabo Pulmo. 
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Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
United or American from US. Tropic Air from CUN. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  89 to 92 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  80 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive with group, but surface on you own.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
small bucket on the local boats. Blue Hole boat large tub and table.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We flew Delta SLC to IAH, spent the night, then United IAH to BZE. New Delta terminal in SLC is very
nice, but a long walk to some gates. Lots of choices of retail and restaurants in the terminal. New Delta sky
Club is very nice and spacious. Both train systems at IAH were running . We had to spend the night, to
catch a morning flight to BZE. United Club lounge was very crowded with limited snacks and beverages.
We left and found and uncrowded restaurant in the terminal.. Arrival at BZE was not bad. We arrived just
before another aircraft, so lines weren’t long and everyone could wait indoors. The Health check went
smoothly, but the Belize Travel Health App needs internet access. As a backup, take a screen shot of your
completed QR code be for you get on the flight to BZE.  They have remodeled the terminal since 2019, with
a new larger baggage carousel and new arrival duty free shops.  Customs went through each of our bags,
with more detail than last time. We had nothing odd and no large camera rigs. No problem. We came in a
night before the boat pickup. The Turneffe Island van met us on the curb and took us to the Raddison.
They’ll provide an airport shuttle the day before and the day after your stay. The Radisson was nice. The
main dinning room was closed, but the bar served three meals, indoors or outside. The Petit Cafe coffee bar
was open as well, but the fitness center was closed. For the return home, the departure lounge has a few new
shops, including a Belikan store serving draft beer. They have an impressive selection of their brands of
beer t-shirts and souvenirs. 

At the resort, everything was in top shape and they had obviously used the lack of guests during the summer
to do all the normal maintenance. The resort was about half full, so things were  peaceful. The resort is
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naturally set up for social distancing, with the lounge chairs and hammocks well spaced around the island. I
think we were there the second week after their reopening. All the staff was very good about wearing
masks, including all the dive staff. The food was even a little better than last trip. I love the Guava bars. The
pool is now in between the bar and the main lodge. There is a new events room, where the pool used to be.
Wifi coverage is little bit better throughout the resort, but still strongest need the main lodge.

Hurricane Zeta had passed to the north, a few days prior. We started the week with cloudy skies and a few
showers. After Monday is was sunny and clear. Dive guides Marco and Harry took care of us all week. The
marine life was about the same as my last trip report. No big changes. Lionfish, but no more than last trip.
All our dives were enjoyable, the Elbow and adjacent sites had the most schooling fish. The one night dive
is moored, but all the rest are drift dives with light to no current. Highlight for me , was a pod of dolphins
that came down to our depth, to check us out.  The Blue Hole and the Lighthouse Reef dives were worth the
trip. The Blue Hole seemed to have better water clarity with fewer divers. We were the only  boat there,
until we were ready to leave.  The Lighthouse reef sites have a different look that the Turneffe sites, and
again had sharks and some attentive Nassau groupers. Big stuff, was a few sharks per dive, eagle rays, big
sting rays.

I did two afternoon fly fishing trips. Caught a few bonefish with Eddy Jr. I enjoyed the first day so much, I
talked my wife into joining us on the second trip. She had a great time and caught more fish than I did. The
fishing was fun, but just walking the flats, along the edge of the mangroves was very enjoyable. Trigger fish
and Permit schooling on the surface at the edge of the reef, bonefish moving across the flats, and Herons
fishing in the shallower water.

For masks on the boats, I've taken to wearing Buffs. I started that a while back, when I noticed the guides
and captains wearing that style for sun protection. they're not real masks, but seem like a decent
compromise when wet.

Fun diving and a relaxing quiet vacation.  We’d like to come back for more than a week some day.

------------------------------------
"Outstanding Resort" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Dec 2020 (Rpt #11501 , Photos
) has 2 Helpful Votes by Gary & Robin Schiendelman (Email author), PA, US. Contributor 
16 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia, PNG, Solomon Isl, Red Sea, Maldives, South Africa, Mozambique, Cocos Isl, Galapagos,
Socorro, Palau, Var Caribbean locations, New Jersey, Florida, No Carolina, Philippines. 
Getting There:  
American Airlines PHL-MIA-BZE
Boat transport to Island. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 
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----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  79 to 81 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  75 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth and time (50-60 minutes). 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Small rinse bucket on boat. Might be a problem with multiple large camera. Really nice, large rinse tanks on
the dock for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
When we heard of the protocols put in place by Belize in order to re-open the country, we thought it would
be a great place to go for our first pandemic dive trip. Having seen all the great reviews of Turneffe Island
Resort and seeing their commitment to Covid safety, we knew this would be a good place.  You can visit
their website for details and we can confirm  everything listed there is being done. The resort is spotless and
every employee was always wearing a mask.

We flew from PHL to MIA to BZE on American. Flying was the most stressful part of the trip but we were
prepared with N95 masks, face shields and plenty of sanitizer.

It took some time to get through immigration and customs with the addition of temperature checks and
covid test results being reviewed but the line moved quickly and everyone maintained distance. Our shuttle
was waiting for us when we exited the airport. We were the only ones in the shuttle. A quick ride to the
dock and we boarded the Turneffe Island Resort boat for an hour and 15 minute ride to the resort. The boat
was comfortable with a large indoor area so we were able to stay dry in the pouring rain.

The staff greeted us at the dock upon arrival and we were immediately shown to our villa. Luggage was
delivered a few minutes later. The villa was really nice. We had a large screened porch with 2 rocking
chairs, king size bed, indoor and outdoor showers, seating area with small sofa and chair. Plenty of storage
and a pretty large closet. Nice linens, comfortable bed and pillows. Lots of hot water. We left the doors
open to the porch and never needed the air conditioning. The room was exceptionally clean and well
maintained.

We just had time to get showered and changed and it was time for happy hour. The large outdoor bar was
very comfortable and allowed for guests to social distance. Nightly appetizers were served on individual
plates for each couple/person. Dining room was set up with individual tables, socially distanced. We asked
to eat outdoors for lunch and dinner during our stay and the staff was more than happy to accommodate us.
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Why eat indoors when you can eat out on the deck with a beautiful view of the ocean??? The food was
really good and varied. Except BBQ night which was a served buffet, all of the meals were plated. Breakfast
was ordered from a menu, lunch fixed and dinner generally had two options.

We left our dive gear on the front porch for pick up by the staff the next morning. At the dock, we set up our
gear and it was the only time we needed to do that. Dives were from a small boat, captain and DM assisted
you into your gear once at the dive site (5 - 10 minute boat ride). Backroll entry and meet on the bottom.
DM's were awesome and SLOW which is perfect for us. Dive times 50 - 60 minutes or when you were low
on air. Most dives were 60 minutes. Boat followed the divers so there was no out and back. Boat returned to
resort for surface interval. Two or three dives per day with the package. One night dive per week. Add on
dives available if there were enough divers interested. Blue hole day once per week. Diving at Half Moon
Caye and Long Caye after the Blue Hole was the best diving of the week. Diving at Turneffe was decent
Caribbean diving. Not much really big stuff but we did see dolphins on 2 dives, a couple of sharks and rays.
Lots of groupers.

It was a great trip and we really enjoyed it. We originally scheduled a 10 day trip but after being there a
week, we extended the trip to two weeks. 

Any specific questions, we are glad to answer.

------------------------------------
"No Place Like Turneffe Island" 

Turneffe Island Resort, Mar 2021 (Rpt #11563) has 1 Helpful Vote 
by  Jeffrey D Hubbard MD (Email author), NY, US. Sr. Contributor 29 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Fernando de Noronha (Brasil), Australia, Fiji, PNG, Micronesia,
Hawai'i. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Delta through Atlanta.  As good as always.
US Immigration has added about 2 miles walk to incoming Atlanta immigration and NO Trusted Traveler
rapid access - just because they can.  Get a wheelchair (have to order in advance w airline @ check-in at
origin) if you need one.  They may have gone back to normal by now, but of course there's no way to know
about any given day.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  81 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
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3 min safety stop.  Stay in sight of leader, no arbitrary time or depth limits except in the Hole.  Under boat w
500 psi.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Turneffe Island Resort was closed for several months in the pandemic, and the success of their
countermeasures is shown by not having had a single case of COVID-19 among guests or staff.  The
measures are extensive (set out in detail on website) and as nonintrusive as possible.  For example: staff
doesn’t enter guest rooms while guests are there; no buffet meals; dining tables are one-party only (though
they permit guests to rearrange!)

Belize has put in place a system to screen arriving people (which, when we were there, was air only; land
borders closed.)  It’s well organized and requires COVID-19 negative test.  Your airline will give you all the
details.  Passage though the airport seemed faster than usual, partly because many employees are paying
attention.

This was our 5th visit to TIR and the way we chose to break a 14-month diving hiatus.  Diving is scheduled,
2 or 3 a day (1 night dive), total of 15/week (no diving on arrival or departure day.)  No head or cover on
boats, but they return to Resort for surface intervals, rarely more than a 15 minute run.  Divemaster Brad, of
limitless knowledge and love of the sea and its animals, always finds something of interest, from marlin, to
the smallest arrow blennie, to the largest manatee.  Well, actually the manatee found us, and made itself a
fifth member of our dive group for about 5 minutes.  Dives are guided, not herded, with no arbitrary limits
or nagging.  One of us wore 3-mil wetsuit + a vest, the other a Lavacore skin.

Nitrox is available, but not necessary for 2-3 dives/day. We exceeded 80 ft depth only 3 times, 2 of them in
the Blue Hole (133 ft.) We like the Hole (having dived it many times) but the real attraction is that the
all-day Blue Hole trip includes dives on Long Cay Wall and Halfmoon Wall, among the best dives of the
week. Hole trip is on one of the larger boats, with cover, head and comfortable seats; picnic lunch on
Halfmoon Cay.

We needed a negative COVID-19 test to enter US coming back.  The Resort had everything lined up: the
ever-efficient Valdemar met us at the return boat from the Island, marched us off to be tested, and
three-quarters of an hour later was driving us to the airport, test reports in hand.

The food is excellent.  The Belizean cook makes Belizean recipes, natch, many of which are spicy-hot to
our norteamericano tastes.  Our server, kind and friendly Reynalda, advised us on choices of entréés and
gave other assistance in minimizing the spicy.  They are meticulous about food allergies.
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We have dived at several dozen Caribbean & Bahamian resorts, as well as other parts of the world, and
liked almost all of them.  Turneffe Island Resort is special – dive operation and hospitality side are equally
excellent.  Divers from all over the world come here (fisherfolk and snorkelers too, the Resort’s other
activities.)

Our next visit is December, 2021.  Four months, but who’s counting?

[None]

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Mark Rappaport in NY, US  at Aug 03, 2021 08:54 EST
Hi Jeff! Glad you’re still at it, Mark

------------------------------------
"Diving Belize During the COVID Pandemic" 

Turneffe Island Resort, Apr 2021 (Rpt #11652) by Jacob Rosenstein (Email author),
 CA, United States. Contributor 13 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, including the Bay Islands, U.S.V.I., B.V.I., Saba, Bonaire, Cozumel, Turks and Caicos, Little
Cayman, San Salvador Island and Cuba; Costa Rica, Hawaii, Fiji, Indonesia, Palau, Red Sea, Sea of Cortez,
California Channel Islands, Galapagos, Great Barrier Reef.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
We took American from S.F.O. to Charlotte, then on to Belize. The jetliner experienced mechanical issues
and made an emergency landing in Cancun. Instead of placing us on Tropic Air charters to Belize,
American had everyone ticketed to Dallas Ft. Worth. The next morning, we were on a flight to Belize City.
Travel insurance reimbursed us for lost diving and additional charges tacked on by Turneffe Island Resort
for their "private boat".     . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  20 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
We had to dive as a group. However, some divers rented their own boat and DM for an additional weekly
fee.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
The pangas used for the short dives had camera rinse buckets. The larger boat used for going to the Blue
Hole didn't have a camera rinse bucket, only a rinse hose. No facility for cameras at the resort. I took my
camera back to the bungalow after diving.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my third time diving in Belize. My last visit was back in '97 on the Peter Hughes Wave Dancer.
The Turneffe Island Resort is beautiful, located on a private island in the southern Turneffe Islands
archipelago. I can see why they get repeat customers due to their delicious meals, great service, cozy
accommodations, and wonderful overall diving. It was a treat to get away and travel during COVID. Both of
us were vaccinated and showed our cards to gain entry. The staff at T.I.R. wore masks. Most guests did not,
although they were vaccinated. We had a bungalow right near the dive operations, equipped with an outdoor
shower, en suite bathroom, refrigerator, and A.C. The resort has kayaks and a sail boat complimentary for
after dive activities. Most dive days were 2 tank dives, except for Thursday (night dive) and Friday, and the
Blue Hole all day trip. Our package was for Thursday to Tuesday 15 dives total, but they have shorter
packages and/or a-la-carte dives. Equipment rental is also available, although I brought my own gear.

  Diving was just a short boat ride away, except for the last dive day at the Blue Hole and Half Moon Caye.
Since the winds started howling on our second day, we didn't dive The Elbow until our fourth day on the
resort. The Elbow is a must dive. I dove it two days in a row, making up for not having the Wave Dancer
live aboard even attempt going there despite requests. The wind had finally calmed, and the sea was flat,
making for great visibility. The resident Loggerhead turtle nicknamed Barnacle Bill by our dive buddies
made his rounds. Schools of Jacks, Yellowtail snappers and Grouper made the dive exciting. A huge
Barracuda was lying in the sand with stripes showing, waiting to pounce on its prey the second time we
visited The Elbow. The same Loggerhead came around again. A large Green Moray was free swimming
around the reef. Caribbean shark were spotted by some at the end of the dive. Other memorable nearby
dives were at Three Anchors, which I only saw 1, Black Beauty, Billy Bob's, and Cutthroat, which had
profuse tropical fish life and a Spotted Moray. 

  Diving the Blue Hole for the third time was unique. I noticed 2 Caribbean reef shark swimming well below
100 feet. We descended to 130 feet, and slowly made our ascent. My group of 5 divers plus DM Marco
swam around huge pillars of stalactites that had coral growth. Depth was at 100 feet. Horse eye Jacks and
Midnight Parrotfish were at shallower depths. Diving over sand we encountered Thorny oysters. After a pit
stop at Lighthouse Reef, we dove the Half Moon Caye Wall. Caribbean Reef Shark were everywhere,
circling the reef and checking the divers. A Loggerhead turtle swam above them to avoid the rush hour.
There were Grouper, Barracuda, Nurse Shark, Porcupine fish, Scrawled Cowfish, and 2 large Spiny lobster
sharing a cave. A truly memorable dive. After a lunch feast at the Lighthouse Reef, we dove the Long Caye
Wall. There were Caribbean Reef shark here as well, but we spent most of the dive in shallow water,
checking out the macro life, such as Peppermint shrimp, Fire worm, Spotted drum and a Peacock flounder
in the sand.

  The diving was great overall. I only wish that the DM assigned to us, Marco, would not have been the
typical "macho" man. On many dives, he speared Lion fish and wasn't attentive to the guests. On one dive,

Belize: Land: 

    83/677



2022 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

he lost sight of a group of three divers during low visibility. My dive buddy had to pull his arm to get his
attention. He was safety minded though, during our Blue Hole dive. Most dive briefings were short. I'm not
sure if "meeting the group on the bottom" is a safe dive method, although there were no serious mishaps.
Other dive operations usually group at the surface prior to descending. The reef life was healthy overall,
with many large Barrel sponge, Tube sponge, Gorgonian fields and Black coral. However, there was
evidence of coral bleaching near the Long Caye Wall dive site.  

         

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Second time on the Belize Aggresor IV" 
Aggressor Fleet in Turneffe and Lighthouse, Feb 2020 (Rpt #11431
) has 1 Helpful Vote by  Mary McCombie (Email author), CT, US. Sr. Contributor 
21 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
all over the world. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Quite easy, many flights. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  77 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  20 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No deco diving. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I booked this winter trip on the Belize Aggressor IV after enjoying a lovely trip in August, knowing that
winter conditions would be very different. Indeed, the heavy winds (often 40+ knots) prevented the boat
from spending much time at the beautiful exposed sites of Lighthouse Reef (including no Blue Hole), but
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