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featured. Go online to fill in your Arubaentry card and your 72-hour test results. Still required for entry
even if you are fully vaccinated; | don't know of anyplace in the Caribbean (except USV1) that doesn't
require apre-arrival test. Grand Cayman has been shut down since March 2020. Larger resorts have onsite
test centers for your US-required test 72 hours before your return flight. Yes, | Love Arubal

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By report author: Ms Lynda Durfeein, US at Sep 23, 2021 20:06 EST
My reports are about 1/3 of those posted for Aruba. | wouldn't relay on any
reports older than 2019. Owners change, guides change operators or leave
theisland and some are just cattle boats. Any questions on Aruba, feel
freeto ask.

Australia (8 Reports)

Australia Diving Overview:

A vast continental island bordered by the Indian Ocean the Coral Sea and the South Atlantic, with diving as
varied. The Queensland coast is most popular for diving with Cairns the jumping-off point for the Great
Barrier Ref. It isayouth-oriented, tropical city with plenty of hotels and restaurants as well as an
assortment of day boats going to the Reef and overnight trips to Cod Hole at Lizard Island. Cairn's "beach”
isamud flat dotted with roseate spoonbills and other tropical birds, and you can visit the reptile farm to
gawk at saltwater crocodiles eating chickens or take the Kuranda Railway for alook at a magnificent
waterfall . . .

The best diving, with pristine reefs and oodles of fish, isto the north of Port Douglas, reachable only by
liveaboard during their summer months, roughly November to March.

Further offshore by atwo-hour boat ride from Cairns, the Ribbon Reefs are known for big sharks, lots of
them, including fleets of bronze whalers. . . Pack safety sausages, whistles, strobes, mirrors, and any other
safety devices that would make you noticeable if a current carries you too far from the boat. However,
Aussie dive rules are now tight (far tighter than the Florida Keys, for example), with redundant head counts
after every dive. . .

Lizard Island is the northernmost 1and-based operation; they have day trips to Cod Hole (Ribbon Reef #10)
to pet-friendly, refrigerator-sized potato cod, locally known as groper. Although the GBR has had some bad
press, better by a hundred milesisthe Coral Sea, whose outlying atolls and pinnacles such as Flinders Reef
offer some of the best diving in the world. To the south, the current-blasted wreck of the Y ongala out from
Townsville is often claimed to be the best fish-covered wreck in theworld . . .

Moving from Queensland south, you'll pass from full-on tropics, with such places as the eco-resort at Lady
Elliot ISland and Heron Island at the barrier reef's southern end, through temperate water, to chilly water in
Sydney, and finally into the really cold stuff when you reach Tasmania. . . Don't worry about the Grest
White in the GBR; they hang around south of Sydney, off Adelaide where the water is cooler, although
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Rodney Fox and his son operate cage dives for those who are interested. The Indian Ocean coast of
Australiais notable for whale sharks, where seaplanes from Exmouth lead dive boats to aggregations at
Ningaloo Reef.

Australia Seasonal Planner:

Australia's winter is during the Northern Hemisphere's summer. Summer weather in the tropical north,
including Queensland, is sultry and oppressive, with tropical showers. . . Water temperature is below
80A°F (27A°C) and cooler in their winter, so bring rubber. Visibility can be in the 50ft (15m) range. That's
the easy part. From there, it getsincreasingly complex. Queensland's diving areas are vast. Cyclone season
is January through March; April, May, and June see heavy trade winds. The best season to dive Queensland
on aliveaboard (really the only way to see the best) is July through November. Best vis at Osprey Reef, in
the northern Coral Sea, is between June and September.

On the other side of the country, 2250 miles away in Western Australia, whale sharks congregate at
Ningaloo Reef during March and April. Summers (December to February) are hot and dry
(63A°-86A°F/17A°-30A°C) while winters are relatively cool at 53-74A°F (11-23A°C).

New South Wales (inc. Sydney) is cooler, with the average highs 79A°F (26A°C) in summer (though many
days exceed 100A°F/38A°C), to as low as 44A°F (7A°C) in winter, with an average high of 58A°F (14A°C)
in Victoria, where snow falls over high ground, and Tasmaniais even colder.

Land-Based

"Diving Rottnest island, Western Australia "
Blue Destiny/Our yacht! in Rottnest island, Mar 2020 (Rpt #11485 , Photos)
by Andrew Falconer (Email author), WA, AU." Top Contributor 45 reports filed and.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia.
Airport: Perth. Getting There:
Departure by dive boat from Fremantle.

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners W%  Valuefor $: ¥ %  Dive Operation: % ¥
Accommodations: N/A Food: %% %%  Serviceand Attitude: Wik
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas:. choppy, no currents. Water: 20to 22 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm.
Visibility: 10to 15 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
Max 60 min dive time.
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales. None.
Corals: N/A Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----
As part of asailing trip from Bunbury, where | live to Rottnest island, | fitted in a double dive while on the
island.

| organised the trip with Blue Destiny www.bluedestiny.com.au who operate a large catamaran out of
Fremantle, where all the other (46) divers except for me got on board. The boat made a special pick up for
me from the jetty at Thompson Bay on the island.

Y es with me that made 47 divers on the boat, more than | have ever experienced in my diving lifetime!
However, | was specially paired with ayoung guide and we bade our time entering the water after most of
the crowd, and spreading out so we did not really encounter much traffic during the dive.

It is probably at least 20 years since | last dived on Roe reef and | was expecting to see plenty of fish and
lots of limestone swim throughs/ caverns, but didn’t end up with much of either until right at the end of the
dive, as neither my guide or | knew where to go. We finally found a very nice overhanging cavern with
plenty of swim through possibilities and lots of schooling fish inside. We were definitely last out as our dive
lasted over 60 minutes, and were told that our second dive would have to be shorter. This dive was on
Geordie reef just out from Geordie Bay and was generally unevental except for alarge stingray that took my
buddy by surprise towards the end. Much of the reefs on both dives were covered in green seaweed. We did
spot several crayfish hiding in holes, something that Rotto is famous for.

After the last dive the boat took off for home, and | had to gulp down a very nice smorgasbord lunch in
record time as | was dropped off first at Thompson Bay.

Total cost for the double dives was $170 (I had my own gear)
March 2020

"Diving Cocos and Xmas Islands”

Cocos Diving and Wet and Dry Adventuress (Xmas)/Cocos beach motel and Sea
Eye guest in Cocos and Christmas Islands, Sep 2020 (Rpt #11489 , Photos)
by Andrew Falconer (Email author), ZZ, AU. "= Top Contributor 45 reports filed and.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia.
Airport: Perth WA. Getting There:
Fly round trip twice weekly to both islands from Perth.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %  Beginners W% Valuefor $$: wrirr
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations: &%  Food: W%
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Serviceand Attitude: %%  Environmental Sensitivity: % Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy, no currents. Water: 25 to 27 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 15to 25 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified].

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: ¥ %  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: Wi
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics. %%

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

DIVING THE COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS AND CHRISTMAS ISLAND by Andrew Falconer

With no possibility of adive trip to Indonesia due to COVID-19, the Australian Indian Ocean territories of
the Cocos(K eeling) 1slands and Christmas Island offered atropical diving destination away from the winter
weather of the South West of the state where | live.

Theislands are considered part of Western Australia, so you don’t leave the state, although currently you do
need entry and exit permits, easily obtainable by WA residents.

Located over 2,500 km from Perth, Virgin Australia flies two return flights per week (Tuesday to Xmas first
and Friday to Cocos first), enabling both islands to be visited. Although relatively close to each other, they
are very different:

Cocosisaclassic low lying coral atoll, consisting of 27 islands, 14 sq km in area, max elevation 5 m,
population 600, with white sand beaches and coconut trees.

Xmas isasingle rocky limestone capped jungle covered outcrop, 135 sq km in area, max elevation 360 m,
population 1,800, with only afew beaches, phosphate mining, and lots of crabs and birds. Both islands have
steep drop offs to the deep Indian Ocean floor below.

Location of Cocos and Xmasislands Cocos (Keeling) islands

| flew on Tuesday to Cocos via Xmas, and stayed only 3 nights (two days diving), as the accommodation
was rather expensive, then from Cocos to Xmas on Friday staying aweek (4 days diving and 2 days
exploring with a4WD) as the accommodation was much cheaper. Both dive operations on Cocos and Xmas
were small, with only afew other divers, theway | likeit.

COCOSISLANDSDIVING
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Thereis only one diving operation on the Cocos islands, run by long term resident Dieter
(www.cocosdive.com) who runs a small but sturdy boat across the lagoon from West Island to a number of
dive spots around Direction Island. There was a strong south west trade wind (20-25 knots) for the duration
of my trip on both Cocos and Xmas islands. It was pretty wet going to and from the dive sites as aresullt,
and the waterproof jackets that Dieter supplied were very handy. There were only a couple of other divers
on thetrips.

Crossing the lagoon was a very wet experience. Lunch break between dives was much calmer
Both days were double dives, with arelaxing stop for lunch on Direction island, and on different spots
around asimilar area, visibility and corals were both very good, fish life mainly reef fish, apart from aturtle

and shark, but the highlight was my first sighting of adugong! Apparently thereis only one dugong in the
Cocos, and heis not often seen, and even less close up as we were privileged to witness.

Excellent corals and visibility My first ever dugong sighting!

Overall | enjoyed my short time diving on the Cocos islands before heading to Christmas I sland.

CHRISTMASISLAND DIVING

Diving on Christmas Island with Hama of Wet & Dry Adventures (www.divingchristmas.com) started off
badly for me as my TG-5 camera and housing both flooded on my first dive, so no photos apart from one of
acave we dived taken from the internet. Because of the strong SW winds our dives were restricted to the
coast west of Flying Fish Cove, which was sheltered by the island.

Christmas Island with Flying Fish Cove. View looking out from Thundercliff cave
| dived on four of my six days on theisland, all double dives from from the main settlement of Flying Fish
Coveinasmallish RIB with only a couple or so other divers. Although abit rough at timeswe didn’t get
wet transiting to and from the dive sites. There was a general lack of pelagic fish, apart from a group of

black GTs (giant trevally) and on one occasion couple with four dusky sharks. These al provided some
entertainment when fed fish scraps from the surface in a bit of afeeding frenzy.

We did venture once to the east of Flying Fish Cove, on adlightly calmer day and were rewarded with an
abundance of juvenile schooling reef fish. The coral | saw was different in that it was mostly hard bommies.
We dived one wall, and two caves, both of which had air pockets inside.

On days not diving | hired a4WD and explored the island, did some walksin the jungle at the Dales, went
to the blowholes and several small beaches, together with sightings of red, blue and the huge robber crabs.

A red crab, one of millions on the island. Typica Xmasisland coast with limestone cliffs

In conclusion, diving both the Cocos Islands and Christmas Island, provided an interesting alternative in the
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absence of an Indonesian destination during these times of restrictive travel.
Costs:

Round trip airfare (Perth/Cocos/X mas/Perth): $1170

Diving: Cocos $180/day, X mas $185/day

Accommodation: Cocos $195/day, X mas $65/day

Eating out: limited but possible on both islands

August/September 2020

"Exmouth Navy Jetty Dive"

Dive Ningaloo /Ningaloo caravan and holiday resort in Western Australia, Aug 2020
(Rpt #11483 , Photos) by Andrew Falconer (Email author), WA, AU." Top Contributor
45 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia.
Airport: Exmouth. Getting There:
Y ou can fly there from Perth, but we drove as part of awider trip up north .
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: i Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: W% %%  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Serviceand Attitude: Wi ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr i Shore Diving: % ¥ Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. choppy. Water: 19to 19 °C. Wetsuit Thickness. mm. Visibility:
5to 10 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Need to have photo ID, name an address matching asit isamilitary site.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %drdr % Small Critters: ¥
LargeFish: WA i Large Pelagics: #rir i

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

With overseas travel off limits due to Covid-19 and as part of awider trip up north to escape the south west
winter weather where we live, | booked a dive on the Navy Jetty at Exmouth, with Ningaloo Dive
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www.ningel oodive.com.au

The Exmouth Navy Jetty is rated as one of the best fish divesin Australia, if not the world, and is afunction
of the Close by rich waters of the Ningaloo Reef Marine Park, and a strict exclusion zone around the jetty
and surrounding waters that was established over 50 years ago.

The jetty was built in 1964 to enable diesel fuel and supplies to be delivered to a US navy communications
based that was set up nearby, which enabled radio communication with submarines due to the very low
frequency waves transmitted and received from an array of 13 masts stead out across several square
kilometres. The base was handed over to the Australian Defence Force in 1999 and is till in operation.

Because of its military use, diving is only permitted by one licensee and under strict protocols. All divers
must have photo ID, and correctly list their names and addresses for possible inspection by the Australian
Federal Police. Tours are limited to 20 persons at atime and diving can only take place at the change of
tides due to strong currents. We watched 3 different videos on the history, regulations and diving plan prior
to arrival. On the day | dived, this was mid afternoon.

Diving was by giant stride entry from an elevated platform at the end of the jetty, one of the highest entries|
have ever made. The group of diverswere split into pairs, based on experience, and we were al allowed to
self guide.

The water temperature was a surprisingly cool 19 degrees, so | was glad of my hired full length wetsuit and
hood. Visibility was variable between 5 and 10 metres, maximum depth 13 metres, and maximum dive
time 60 minutes.

As expected there were plenty of fish to see, including big schools of trevally higher up,
some big grouper, a grey nurse shark, some white tip sharks, and yellow sea snakes.

All up, the Exmouth Navy Jetty never failsto impress in terms of quantity, variety and size of fish life on
display. In addition to the jetty, Ningaloo Reef, the Murion Islands, and in season whale sharks and
humpback whales offer plenty of other opportunities for diving / snorkeling.

Not acheap dive (well thisis Australia) at $150 plus $50 entry fee, although this did include hire of
equipment.

August 2020

"Exmouth Navy Jetty Dive"

Dive Ningaloo /Ningaloo caravan and holiday resort in Western Australia , Aug 2020
(Rpt #11484) by Andrew Falconer (Email author), WA, AU. " Top Contributor 45 reports filed
and. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia.
Airport: Exmouth. Getting There:
Y ou can fly there from Perth, but we drove as part of awider trip up north .

----- Ratings -----
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Advanced: k% Beginners: i Valuefor $$: frir i
Dive Operation: & x %  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: Wi
Environmental Sensitivity: %rdr % ShoreDiving: %% Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. choppy. Water: 19to 19 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
5to 10 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Need to have photo ID, name an address matching asit isamilitary site.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corals. ¥  Tropical Fish: %drdrd i Small Critters: ¥
LargeFish: Wi Large Pelagics: i i

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

With overseas travel off limits due to Covid-19 and as part of awider trip up north to escape the south west
winter weather where we live, | booked a dive on the Navy Jetty at Exmouth, with Ningaloo Dive
www.hingel oodive.com.au

The Exmouth Navy Jetty is rated as one of the best fish divesin Australia, if not the world, and is afunction
of the Close by rich waters of the Ningaloo Reef Marine Park, and a strict exclusion zone around the jetty
and surrounding waters that was established over 50 years ago.

The jetty was built in 1964 to enable diesel fuel and supplies to be delivered to a US navy communications
based that was set up nearby, which enabled radio communication with submarines due to the very low
frequency waves transmitted and received from an array of 13 masts stead out across several square
kilometres. The base was handed over to the Australian Defence Force in 1999 and is still in operation.

Because of its military use, diving is only permitted by one licensee and under strict protocols. All divers
must have photo ID, and correctly list their names and addresses for possible inspection by the Australian
Federal Police. Tours are limited to 20 persons at atime and diving can only take place at the change of
tides due to strong currents. We watched 3 different videos on the history, regulations and diving plan prior
to arrival. On the day | dived, thiswas mid afternoon.

Diving was by giant stride entry from an elevated platform at the end of the jetty, one of the highest entries|
have ever made. The group of diverswere split into pairs, based on experience, and we were al allowed to
self guide.

The water temperature was a surprisingly cool 19 degrees, so | was glad of my hired full length wetsuit and
hood. Visibility was variable between 5 and 10 metres, maximum depth 13 metres, and maximum dive
time 60 minutes.

As expected there were plenty of fish to see, including big schools of trevally higher up,
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some big grouper, a grey nurse shark, some white tip sharks, and yellow sea snakes.

All up, the Exmouth Navy Jetty never fails to impress in terms of quantity, variety and size of fish life on
display. In addition to the jetty, Ningaloo Reef, the Murion Islands, and in season whale sharks and
humpback whales offer plenty of other opportunities for diving / snorkeling.

Not a cheap dive (well thisis Australia) at $150 plus $50 entry fee, although this did include hire of
equipment.

August 2020

“Diving in Tasmania "
Eaglehawk Dive, Apr 2021 (Rpt #11518 , Photos) by Andrew Falconer (Email author), ZZ, AU.
Top Contributor 45 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia.
Airport: Hobart. Getting There:
Fly to Hobart, then bus or car to Eaglehawk Nek (although | was on a motorcycle).
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: W%  Valuefor $$: N  Dive Operation: %
Accommodations: W%  Food: N/A Service and Attitude: ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥ Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm. Water: 15to 15 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 7 mm. Visibility:
5to 10 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified].

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. None. Whales. None.
Corals: N/A Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].

DIVING IN TASMANIA

As part of aroad trip on amotorcycle round Tasmania, | did a couple of dives off the Tasman Peninsula on
the East Coast with http://eaglehawkdive.com.au

| have never dived in Tasmania before, and now that the dive shop at Bicheno has closed Eaglehawk Nek
seemed the best alternative.

Location of the dive sites. The Candlestick
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| stayed at the bunk bed accommaodation provided at the dive centre ($30 per night) and had dinner at the
local pub. Seafood in Tasmaniais very good. Travelling on abike | had to hire all the gear except my dive
computer and camera set up. The dive centre only hires wet suits (7mm two piece with hood, gloves and
boots) but at 15 degrees sea temperature | would have preferred adry suit.

Asit turned out after about 30 minutes into both dives | started to feel cold, which affected my enjoyment of
the dives.

The dive boat was a shark cat and the harbour where we got on board was about 5 km from the dive centre.
The weather and sea conditions were as good as it gets with sunshine, no wind and a flat sea.

We made the short trip along the spectacular coastline to “the Candlestick” and saw some seals on the rocks
and in the water.

My diving companions were ayoung inexperienced Belgian girl and an older experienced Tasmanian man
(he had a dry suit). Because of the inexperienced diver, the first dive was meant to be very easy and we
jumped in not far from fur seals, with the intention of interacting with them. With no guide, the Tasmanian
diver was the de facto leader. However after 45 minutes underwater, we failed to see asingle seal, only
seaweed, rocks afew fish.

Plenty of seaweed and rocks, no seals. The view above the water better than under

| came out of the dive feeling really cold, and turned down the offer of snorkeling with the seals (who were
not far away) during the surface interval. The young Belgian girl was more adventurous and literally
jumped at the opportunity and had a great time.

Entrance to the Cathedral caves. L ooking out from the caves

Aswe had all passed the buoyancy test of the first dive, we did the second dive at alarge and complex cave
| cavern system called Cathedral Caves not far where we started the trip. This was quite spectacular, with
many openings and passages, and arch like rock formations. We didn’t go into all the caves however,
including a section called “the Catacombs’ My enjoyment of the dive was tempered by feeling cold again
after 30 minutes.

A narrower section of the caves. Exiting the caves
Sadly the kelp forests that once grew along this part of the Tasmanian coast, have now all gone, apparently
avictim of rising seatemperatures and nutrient deficiency. According to Mick the skipper of the boat, the
forests had been diminishing since the turn of the century, finally vanishing in 2017 when the sea

temperature peaked at 18/19 degrees. Also the species of fish have been steadily changing in recent years to
more northerly temperate ones.

April 2021

"Diving exHMAS Brisbane "
Sunreef/Stayed with friends in Queensland, Sunshine Coast, Aug 2021 (Rpt #11572
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, Photos) by Andrew Falconer (Email author), ZZ, AU. " Top Contributor 45 reports filed and.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia.
Airport: Brisbane. Getting There:
From the airport to Sunshine Coast by train, car bus or taxi.
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: %%  Beginners W%  Valuefor $: %  Dive Operation: % ¥
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: #r¥r ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: drdr i Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. cam. Water: 18to 19 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
10to 12 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No solo diving.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters; % ¥
LargeFish: %%  LargePeagics %k

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

The Brisbane was sunk as a dive wreck in 2005, after being decommissioned from the RAN in 2001. In
service it was a guided missile destroyer, one of three, and saw service in Vietnam and the Middle East.

The dive boat departed from the marina at Mool oolaba with about a dozen divers, however only three of us
were SCUBA divers, therest freedivers. It was a short 30 min trip out to the dive site, about 5km offshore.

We did two dives, the first covering the wreck from stern to bow, the second penetrating inside.

The wreck is quite impressive, with guns forward and rear, the missile launcher is removed, and all that
remainsis abig empty chamber.

Fish life was pretty good, both outside and inside, big and small.

| hired all the gear, and was a bit cold with the wetsuit supplied and water temperature of 18 degrees. But it
was one of the coolest months of the year.

Snacks and drinks were provided between dives.
There was no shower to wash off on return to shore

Australia: Land: 22/677


https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/Sunreef_QueenslandSunshineCoast_report_11572.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=11572
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=BunburyAndre
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"Diving the historical wreck Yongala"

Yongala Dive/Stayed in cabin at caravan park at in North Queensland, , Aug 2021
(Rpt #11573 , Photos) by Andrew Falconer (Email author), ZZ, AU." Top Contributor
45 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vanuatu, South Africa, Iceland, Scotland, Norway, Cuba, Maldives, Chuuk,
Galapagos, Phillipines, Sri Lanka, France, Colombia.
Airport: Townsville. Getting There:
From the airport hire acar to Alva Beach, near Ayr, about an hour south..
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: i h W Beginners: %  Valuefor $5: w kWi
Dive Operation: & x %  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: Wi
Environmental Sensitivity: %% Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 22 to 23 °C. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
10 to 15 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No deco diving.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: Wi #r i Tropical Fish: ¥ Small Critters; %A%
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics ki

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

The Yongalasank in acyclonein 1911, with no survivors among the 121 persons on board. The wreck was
not discovered until the 1950s, and is rated as one of the best wreck divesin the world.

| dived the Yongalain the 1980s, when living and working in Townsville, and this was my first time back.
In those days we got to the wreck from Townsville and used landmarks and baitfish to locate it. Y ou can
still dive the wreck from Townsville, but you can also start from Alva Beach, which is a much shorter
distance, and of course finding it with GPS is much easier.

The beach launch isinteresting, and depends on the tide; at low tide it isalong way out and high tide close
up. The shop drives the boat down to the beach on atrailer, and when ready, the divers follow by 4WD.
Getting out through the shifting sands is interesting.

Unfortunately on our trip we were about half way there, when one of the two powerful outboard motors
stopped, and we had to return to shore. The problem was fixed and we made a second (successful) trip out
to the site in about 45minutes.

Australia: Land: 23/677


https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/YongalaDive_NorthQueensland_report_11573.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/YongalaDive_NorthQueensland_report_11573.html#IRRPhotos
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=11573
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=BunburyAndre
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There were about ten divers, and we split into pairs and groups depending on experience. Current can be an
issue, but was not on the day we went out, although the sea was a bit rough.

Me and my buddy went down the line tied near the stern of the Y ongala, which lies to its side in about 30m
of water.

After being down for over 100 yearsin tropical waters, the wreck is covered in corals. Asafish habitat it is
second to none, with an amazing amount of juvenile fish that swarm around and inside it. The there also
some big schools of travalley and some huge groupers around the bow, not to mention humphead wrasse,
bat fish and more.

Y ou are not supposed to penetrate the wreck due to the bones of some of the victims still inside, but you can
look and around.

We did two dives, both of which were memorable for the fish life and corals.

Snacks were provided between dives, and on return to the shop there was a sausage sizzle

Liveaboards

"Pristine waters and dive freedom"
Odyssey Expeditions in Rowley Shoals, Oct 2019 (Rpt #11618) by Christhol Swanson
(Email author), NT, AU." ~ Reviewer 6 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Indonesia, Australia.
Airport: Broome, West Australia. Getting There:
Flights to Broome are available from most capital citiesin Australia. Plan an additional day in Broome both
prior and after the scheduled trip.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: i d W Beginners; %  Valuefor $$5: i drr ¥
Dive Operation: % % W& Accommodations. ¥ W& Food: Wi %%
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. surge. Water: 25to0 27 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
20 to 35 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Fifty minute divetime. Air only..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. Wi Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: %%
LargeFish: Wi Large Pelagics: %rir i

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's. W& Subject Matter: %  Boat Facilities: %

Australia: Liveaboard: 24/677


https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/dive_reviews/Australia/OdysseyExpeditions_RowleyShoals_report_11618.html
https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=11618
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=Christhol



