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dive, the current carried us over a reef (very fast!), then we headed out into the blue where we actually
encountered a down current.  We rented the operations' BC's, which I would say were marginally
maintained with sticky valves which in a down current situation is less than ideal. 

Topside, there is very good hiking across the ridgeline in the ancient forest; the Gilpin Trail being the most
notable.  And scenery around the island is gorgeous if you have a car and just spend 1-2 days exploring
around. 

Read more on my blogsite:

https://underwatersplendor.com/2019/03/30/tobago-where-the-atlantic-meets-the-caribbean/

------------------------------------

Turks and Caicos (8 Reports)

Turks and Caicos Diving Overview: 
This island group, south of the Bahamas and north of the Virgins, features awesome walls and clear water.
Provo, the glitzy tourist island, has spectacular beaches, but shallow water and it's an hour's boat ride to the
better diving of South or West Caicos. Grand Turk is a funky, laid-back island that has a dramatic wall right
offshore and occasional fishy surprises. Salt Cay has pretty diving plus the wreck of HMS Endymion, a
British 18th Century frigate, and the boats visit Grand Turk's wall. Bring a sweater in the winter; it can get
cool in the evenings. The flight to Provo from Miami is a little over an hour. Hurricanes? The islands took a
double blow from both Irma and Maria in 2017.

Turks and Caicos Seasonal Planner: 
During the rainy season, June through November, average monthly rainfall averages about 2.5 inches (more
than 6cm) a month. The dry season runs from January to May, and the monthly average drops to about 1
inch (25mm). Winter temperatures can drop to 60Â°F (16Â°C) but average about 77Â°F (25Â°C). Bring a
jacket for evenings, since the wind may kick up and it gets chilly. Northerly winds can disrupt the diving
periodically. Summer brings temperatures back up to 90Â°F-plus (32Â°C). Water temperatures range from
a low of 71Â°F (22Â°C) in winter to a high of 80Â°F-plus (27Â°C) during summer.

Land-Based
"Disappointing diving" 

Bohio Dive Resort, Jul 2019 (Rpt #10990 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Lisa Jabusch and Steve Nieters (Email author), TN, US. Contributor 16 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Fiji, French Polynesia, Cozumel, Belize, Hawaii, Cayman Islands, other Caribbean locations, Great Barrier
Reef, Solomon Islands, PNG. 
Getting There:  
AA MIA to Provo; InterCaribbean to Grand Turk. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
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Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60 minutes dive time, not strictly enforced but strongly recommended. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No fresh water container on boat, but sites are only 5-10 minutes from the resort.  A dedicated fresh water
tank for cameras on shore.  No benches or charging station in the dive shop (but your room is 5 minutes
away).. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We always enjoy trying new places, but the diving here was really disappointing.  Maybe it's because we
spent 3 months last year in the South Pacific, but still...  Most coral looked healthy enough, but there were
enough scattered areas that were bare which detracted from the overall.  In my opinion, the variety and
number of butterflyfish gives me an idea of the health/diversity of the reef.  Here, we'd only see scattered
pairs of Foureyes, and were thrilled to find a pair of Banded Butterflyfish on our last day.  That's sad.  Also,
angelfish were in short supply - only 2 queens and 2 Greys all week.  We were also excited to find 1 or 2
arrow crabs and a pair of Pederson cleaning shrimp.  Interestingly, Garden eels were abundant in any sand
flat we came across.

This is very easy diving and good for beginners, with great water clarity and no current.  Just not much
diversity.

Bohio Dive Resort is a nice place to stay, and location right on a beautiful white sand beach with gorgeous
calm swimming right out front is so relaxing.  However, "island time" service at the restaurant really
retracted.  Some days or meals the wait wasn't too long, but the majority of meals were more than 30
minutes from ordering to receiving the food, even if we were the only ones waiting. I understand relaxing
and slowing down on vacation, but that's just too long. Service staff at the bar and restaurant were excellent!
To a one, they were friendly, engaging and helpful.

We had a corner King, and the extra space and in room coffee maker was really worth the little extra per
night charge. Daily maid service was great, and everything was always very clean. There was always plenty
of clean towels. The balcony was welcome to sit out, especially in the mornings and evenings, when I was
tired of AC.  Beach/pool towels were a welcome touch. 
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We especially appreciated the reserved spaces at the resort for hotel guests, when cruise passengers were
present and enjoying the beach. (We've been at another resort elsewhere in the Caribbean, where this was
not the case, and our stay there was miserable.)

Meals and drinks were expensive, even though we had the package that included 2 dives per day, breakfast
and lunch.  The package also includes the interisland flight from Provo and transfers to/from the airport. 
Our cost was $5000 for the 2 of us for a week (not including flights to and from the US).

------------------------------------
"Impressed" 

Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turk, Nov 2019 (Rpt #11257) by  Steve Clayman (Email author),
 ON, CA. Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Canada, U.S., Australia, Fiji, Tonga, Greece, Caribbean, Maldives. 
Airport:  JAGS MCcartney Int'l Airport. Getting There:  
Direct non-stop from Toronto to Providenciales, then on to Grand Turk on a local carrier.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  70 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Turn back at 1,500 psi. Arrive on board with 500 psi. Safety stop at 15 ft. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
The boat was too small to offer on-board facilities. Almost all divers had cameras of different kinds. Ollie
helped with the cameras. On shore, there was a separate rinse tank for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
In a sentence, I would return. The owners, Ginny and Tom are present, accessible, friendly, helpful, as are
their two sons. The family is involved in the day-to-day operation of the resort. Everything was clean and
tidy. The food was wonderful, if expensive. Fresh food is flown in every day which definitely adds to the
cost. The staff were always attentive and made it a point to remember my name.
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The package I bought included a very nice ocean view room, breakfast and lunch, 5 two-tank days of
diving, and a bonus for me; no single supplement charge. All charges are in U.S. dollars.

I ate dinner at the hotel every night although there were nearby options. Breakfast can be a substantial one.
At breakfast, the divers were asked for our lunch preference. Lunch was ready following the two morning
dives. The dive sites are so close that we would return to the hotel between dives.

An afternoon dive is offered, as is a night dive. Both cost extra. I chose to relax for the afternoon.

There is entertainment that consists of live music on the patio as well as a movie night. Cruise ships arrive
in port about two or three times a week, and for some of us at the hotel provided additional entertainment in
the form of two beach weddings. One was a very nice affair. The second one, not so much. The families had
too much to drink that morning on the cruise ship. The father of the bride could hardly stand up during the
marriage ceremony. Afterwards, I heard an argument between the bride and groom. He wanted to go back
and drink with his buddies. Come on people!

As for the diving:

Ollie, the Dive Master, was superb in every respect. He provided what was essentially boutique diving all
by himself and accompanied us on every dive. We were seven divers on a 75 HP boat for the week. All the
sites have moorings, and the sites were about 15 minutes away. I appreciated that. There was enough room
for everyone plus dive gear. The boat had a shade cover. The reef is basically flat at 30 to 50 ft., then the
wall. The bottom is at 7,000 ft. Although there is some coral bleaching on the shallower part, the wall was
very healthy. We were guided through openings in the coral, then over the wall. Always an exciting point in
a dive. At some sites the walls formed bays with overhangs that were awesome. At 1,500 psi we headed
back to the mooring area and spent whatever time remained exploring various coral outcroppings. We only
ran into a strong current at one site.

Ollie was ever-present; informative, knowledgeable, helpful. He knew where to take us, knew the currents
and gave us a variety of experiences. In short, a good guy. I tipped him more than I usually give because he
was so helpful to me, personally.

As with most dive locations these days, a lot of the predator fish are gone. There were a few friendly
groupers, three sharks came to have a look and then left, a couple of turtles, crabs, lobster and the
occasional barracuda. I'll only mention this once because I'll date myself; I remember back when it was
possible to swim with schools of barracuda and see much more life than exists today. The smaller reef fish
were colourful and active. We only saw one lionfish that Ollie couldn't catch. The absence of lion fish was
encouraging. I did however, come upon a fish I had never seen before. After looking it up, it was a Giant (or
Great) Barracuda. If you haven't seen one, think of a regular barracuda on steroids and wearing camouflage.
I spotted it when I was about 20 ft. away. I wasn't about to get any closer. The Giant Barracuda was about 5
ft. long and looked mean and nasty. I motioned to the other divers, everyone took pictures and then we
moved on.

Weather conditions were perfect every day and so was the visibility.

------------------------------------
"Fantastic Captain, Crew, and Boat!" 

Caicos Adventures in West Caicos, Jun 2019 (Rpt #10964 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
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by Renee Alaksa (Email author), NJ, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
St. John, Costa Rica, Vancouver Island, Maui, Roatan, Dominic, Guadeloupe, West Caicos. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
Direct from EWR. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  81 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Safety stop at 500psi. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
While the tub for the cameras wasn't huge, I have no doubt that the crew would make sure you had what
you needed for a larger camera.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my first trip to TCI and I was extremely happy with everything about Caicos Adventures.  From
the original exchange of emails to book it through the last dives, they were professional and friendly.  Asa is
a great Captain who sees to neat and organized boat.  Johnny, John, and William were exemplary dive
masters who saw so many things we never would have noticed.  They regularly saw sharks and barracuda
approaching and on the night dives were invaluable with finding octopus, which I could watch forever.  

The boat has a bucket for cameras, and sandwiches for lunch.  Fresh drinking water and orange drink were
available in large thermoses.  The catamaran has a lot of room for gear to keep the dry stuff dry, and a
bathroom as well.  You giant stride in and hand off your fins to climb the ladders to come out.  

The boat ride out to most dive sites is 45 minutes so having a comfortable boat is really awesome.

We did 2 night dives at Coral Gardens Reef in Grace Bay and while the reef is still recovering from a  past
hurricane, there was still a lot to see.  Turtles, fish, lobster, nudibranchs, Eels,and octopus.  Our second
night dive we say 2 octopus in a row and then the best part of the whole trip, a baby octopus peeping out of
a hole in the coral.
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We stayed at a Homeaway property, Treehouse, owned by Gena and Ivan.  The location simply cannot be
beat.  A short walk to Coral Garden Reef, but much quieter than at the resorts right on the water.  We grilled
a couple times and ate out a few times.  The pool was warm for after sunset snorkels and night dives!

------------------------------------
"Easy diving in Caicos" 

Caicos Adventures, Jul 2019 (Rpt #11014) by Karen Woods (Email author), TX, US. 
Reviewer 5 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Cayman Islands, Bonaire, Curacao, Maldives, Cozumel, Costa Rica, Utilla, Belize, Solomon
Islands, Saba, Roatan. 
Getting There:  
Nonstop from Houston. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  70 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Watch computer and avoid deco on 2nd dive. Otherwise dive freely. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Dedicated bucket. No table for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Caicos divers only dives west Caicos sites which is an approximate 30-40 minute trip on their 43ft Power
Catamaran that holds maximum of 22 divers.   Departs at 9am and returns at 230pm.  They will pick you up
and drop you back home for no extra charge (pick up 730 and back home at 3pm). Makes for a long day.
$140.00 for 2 tanks.  Nitrox $10.00 per tank. 

  I did not have opportunity to dive with other operators to compare dive sites. West Caicos is most all wall
dives and wall starts at 60 feet, so both dive 1 and 2 were deep lasting about an hour on nitrox.  Must watch
computer on 2nd dive to avoid deco.   There is a hang bar for safety stop at 15 feet which was very nice for
the inexperienced. A regulator hangs at about 18 feet in the event you need a longer deco stop or run low on
air.  
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Staff very professional above and below water.  Unfortunately all 3 dive days the boat had many children
ages 12-15 with limited experience and poor buoyancy.  But they make every effort to place experienced
divers together.  Dive master spent most time watching the junior divers which left little time to point out
small critters.  By end of the trip I held back and watched the back of the group so he could watch the front. 
About 8 divers per dive master in water.  I felt they did an excellent job with the inexperienced divers.  

We saw multiple sharks on every dive, many turtles.   Coral has some fungus covering most of the sites that
the dive master indicated was something unique recently to Caicos?  No current, great visibility and warm
water - made for very nice and relaxed diving.  I was allowed to dive my own profile and often entered
water with the first group and came up last with 2nd group. You are not required to follow the dive master if
you are so inclined to navigate yourself, which is not hard with wall diving.  

Overall I would dive with Caicos again but would like to have opportunity for other sites besides West
Caicos.  Boat captain indicated there are about 12 sites on the West side and he specifically made sure we
did not repeat any sites during my 3 days with them.

------------------------------------
"Plenty of Big animal experiences and beautiful walls" 

Dive Provo, Jan 2019 (Rpt #10839 has 1 Helpful Vote) by  Paula Flori (Email author),
 RI, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]Cozumel, BVI,Costa Rica ,Little Cayman,Belize,St. Vincent and the Grenadines,Dominica,
St. Croix,Turks and Caicos,Catalina Island, Calif.West  Palm Beach Curacao Soccoro islands. 
Airport:  TF Greene. Getting There:  
We flew to Charlotte from providence and then to Providenciales. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A 
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  calm. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  60 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]1 hr limit to dives, return to dive under boat at 500lbs. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]The reefs are a little deeper usually starting at 45 ft to 65ft. It is harder to get well lit pictures because
of depth and I probably should have used brighter flash setting for the trip. I did get many good pictures
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though.. 
----- Overall Comments -----

[None]

We found the diving in Providenciales to more than meet our expectations! Because of rougher water in the
dives near Grace Bay, we got to do most of our dives at the deeper walls of West Caicos and  French Key as
well as Northwest Point. We were more than surprised at the number of sharks. We saw more than 5 sharks
every dive and they were mostly Reef Sharks but many of the divers saw one Hammerhead shark. The Reef
were still recovering from hurricanes last year but there were many healthy barrel sponges. I was happy
with the variety of Reef fish and saw some fish I haven’t seen in years such as Indigo Blue Hamlet and  was
treated to a Hogfish turning from white to striped to brown in front of me!  The dive staff was awesome and
encouraged divers to dive their own profile. The walls were dramatic and very exciting with the sharks,
spotted Eagle Ray and large groupers swimming by. One large grouper became very friendly and came up
to the divers and didn’t mind being petted. He posed with divers enjoying the attention! We will definitely
return!

------------------------------------
"Grand Turk Trip Report Feb 2019" 

Oasis Divers/Osprey in Grand Turk, Feb 2019 (Rpt #10851 has 3 Helpful Votes) 
by  Susan Mindock (Email author), CA, US.  and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Solomon Islands, Tahiti, Fiji, Cozumel, Cayman, Trinidad, Grenadines, St. Vincent, Dominica, Puerto Rico,
BVI, USVI, Florida, California, Sea of Cortez, Massachusetts, Saba, Turks&Caicos, Bahamas, Jamaica. 
Airport:  GDT. Getting There:  
Inter-Caribbean PLS-GDT. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  78 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
safety stop. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
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UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Long-time divers (36 years in my case) know that it's not uncommon to re-visit places you initially loved
and to be heartbroken to find the coral bleached, the fish life decimated, and the island ambiance degraded.
We'd fallen in love with the diving in Grand Turk back in 2003, but we hadn't been back since 2007 and we
were worried that the cruise ship activity might have taken a toll on the wall. To our amazement and joy, the
underwater state of health seemed to be unaffected, along with the topside charm. So after all these years,
Grand Turk remains one of my top 3 Caribbean dive favorites!

We dove with Oasis and the first thing I need to state is that Mackie is a National Treasure for the TCI. It's
been 16 years since we first dove with him, and we were thrilled to see he's still at it. Mackie has a genuine
love for diving that has never diminished over the 30+ years he's been doing it. He's an inspiration to watch
underwater, almost seeming more comfortable at depth than on land. On the surface, his charisma and
easy-going attitude are contagious for sure. He also seems like a great mentor to the DMs he's paired with. 

In our party were 2 newly-certified divers, and they were assigned to Nick, the 2nd DM. One of them gets
morbidly seasick but was determined to go out anyway, since it's such a short distance to the wall. Nick had
his hands full but was a model of patience and good humour as our poor companion fed the fish and finally
crawled back onto the boat. On the next day, the weather was better and our seasick-prone diver resolved to
try again, with Nick's encouragement. This time, everything went perfectly and our friend was able to
finally relax and enjoy the dive. Nick and Mackie were big factors in encouraging our friend to not give up,
and we all appreciated that.

in the front office, Rebecca worked some magic for us when I was making reservations. She and Rita are
great sources of island information and are really fun to talk to.

The dives: Ampitheatre, Annex, Black Forest, and Coral Gardens. The visibility was 100+ feet on the wall,
maybe 50-80 ft on the shallow dives, driven by weather. We saw sharks, turtles, big puffers, grouper, big
parrots, and all the Caribbean standards. One thing we did NOT see was lionfish! When we were there in
2007, Mitch at Blue Water had captured the first lionfish in the area, and we were surprised that they hadn't
taken over. What we heard from Oasis was that early efforts were made to get rid of them before there was a
population explosion. One other character missing was Alexander the big grouper that used to follow
everyone around. He did appear to have a smaller trainee in place though. Last time we were there, the
crazy dolphins performed underwater for us on our 2nd dive. We didn't see them this time, but we heard
they're still around. And no whales, but we didn't go looking for them either. My favorite dive was Black
Forest; the health of that black coral just blew us away!

So long story long, Grand Turk is still a fantastic dive destination and for us it has the best of all worlds -
close dive sites, huge dramatic walls, healthy topography, and enough fish to entertain you! Now if only we
could live there..

------------------------------------
"Great diving, great dive operation " 
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Oasis Divers/Bohio in Grand Turk, Jun 2019 (Rpt #10965 has 2 Helpful Votes) 
by G. Tripp Jones MD (Email author), SC, US. Top Contributor 63 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
All over Caribbean, Truk, Australia, etc.. 
Airport:  3 miles. Getting There:  
American Charlotte to Provo, Intercaribbean to Grand Turk. One bag late one day from Provo. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 125 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Our dive shop from Columbia, SC ( Wateree Dive Center) took 18 Divers for a return trip to Grand Turk &
Bohio Resort. American Airline was 1 &1/2 hours late leaving Charlotte & several bags did not get to
Grand Turk from Provo. The hotel is small ( 16 rooms) but certainly fine for Divers. It is clean, with a really
nice efficient staff. The bar is good, as is the food. We were on a breakfast & lunch meal plan & it was
really good with large portions. Oasis Divers ( Jason & brother Justin) were awesome. They were safely
conscious as well as environmentally sensitive. They were great at pointing out small critters & had an
uncanny sense of direction. The boat is a pontoon but with dive sites less than 5-10 minutes away, there was
plenty of room. The dive sites are close with most dives being in 50-70 foot range although you could
certainly go deeper on the wall. The viz was 100-125+ feet with only one dive having current. There were
many turtles, fair number of sharks, eels, and a seahorse & octopus. Small critters were seen often & the
corals appeared to be healthy for the most part without much evidence of hurricane damage. We only did 2
dives a day which left plenty of time for relaxation. We ate most nights at the hotel restaurant ( Guanahani)
& it was fine. One night we visited the Osprey hotel & restaurant & it was really good. A trip to the cruise
ship shopping center was done & certainly don’t need to repeat that wasted hour. Taxis are ok, reasonably
priced. Donkeys, a few horses run free & are really fun to interact with. We look forward to returning again.
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"19 years later, well you know, not too bad." 

Oasis Divers/Osprey Beach in Grand Turk, Nov 2019 (Rpt #11301) by David C Scott 
(Email author), FL, US. Reviewer 6 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
most of the Caribbean, a good portion of the central and western pacific. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
Several commercial flights from US to PLS, then hop flight to GDT. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  70 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
buddy up- kinda follow the DM. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I found the Undercurrent review by "A.E.L." in the June 2016 issue to most closely align with my own
thoughts. If you have been diving for forty-fifty years or so then you have been an observer of the death
spiral of the marine environment. 

With that said I find that a very low expectation is about the only way for me to enjoy diving these days. We
were here 29 years ago and although the reef is in far worse shape now at least there is some of it still alive.
Don't bother with the southern reefs close to the cruise ship docks, they look as one should expect them to
look: dusted algae choked mostly dead reef. The diving off Grand Turk is limited to the northern half of the
marked dive sites. Positive statements are there were plenty of grouper, some in the 50lb range, a few
blacktips some of which may have been a tad over 6 feet but most half that size, a few turtles and some
spotted eels. Lionfish were few and far between. The general reef fish population was better than expected.
If this were your first dive experience you would be quite impressed.

Turks and Caicos: Land: 

    812/836

https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=11301
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=geologydave


2020 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

Ok back to the dour comments, hard coral bleaching was pretty bad if not horrific. Locals hope for cooler
water to be a quick fix to that problem. I hope for that as well but would not place a wager on that concept.  

The island itself has of course exploded with development and two daily cruise ships showed up about 15
years ago, that's roughly 6000 people dumped in a 6 square mile island with an local population of 3000
people. Thank God not all 6000 ship dwellers leave the Magaritaville twilight zone at the south side of the
island, but many do. That kinda results in $24 hamburgers and $9 beers and a litter problem that is pretty
bad. Of course that algae thing on the reef is perhaps a more important indicator of the lack of imagination
of those profiting in unchecked development.

Our dive boat was a 24' flat hull Carolina skiff, pretty long in the tooth with a rickety dive ladder but
adequate for dives about 2500' from shore. It was just my wife and one other diver so it does not get much
better than that. "Mackey" the DM also worked at "Off the Wall Divers" the now defunct dive operation
from 29 years ago which must make him the most experienced DM on the island. Oasis Divers has a finger
in just about all of the cruise ship tour stuff which makes them a pretty big player on the island. Dale, the
owner, treated us professionally and they don't push the dives if the weather turns to snot, which it did for
half of our stay.

Osprey Beach "Resort" we had some issues with but in retrospect I can say that they try. It is a budget place
as opposed to Bohio.

Do go to the museum, the old navy base/lighthouse at the north end of the island is worth a gander, be
advised the cruise masses arrive in waves and a zip line has been constructed over the cliff to keep them
entertained. It actually looked like fun but we were turned away as tickets could only be purchased down in
the aforementioned Margaritaville and well, we just don't go there.

We may go back in a February or March in an attempt to see the Humpbacks. 

 

------------------------------------

The Continental USA (14 Reports)

The Continental USA Diving Overview: 
California's coastal waters can be divided into two distinct regions. North of Pt. Conception (a hundred-mile
drive from L.A.), temperatures drop into around 50Â°F (10Â°C) below the thermocline, visibility ranges
from 10 to 60ft (3-18m), and animals closely resemble those of Puget Sound and British Columbia. Shore
diving in this region requires surf entry, and each year unskilled divers are killed trying to enter or exit.
Abalone, which are growing scarce, may be collected only by free divers . . . South of Pt. Conception,
surface temperatures may reach around 70Â°F (22Â°C) in summer, though temperatures below the
thermocline remain only a little more than 50Â°F (10Â°C) year-round with visibility ranging from 20-100ft
(6-30m). Animals and plants in this region resemble those in northern Mexico. There's beautiful kelp and
good fish life around the Channel Islands, which are accessible by boat from Santa Barbara and Los
Angeles . . . The best time of year for diving is in late summer or early fall when plankton blooms cease and
winter storms have yet to begin . . . A 7mm wetsuit and hood or a drysuit is needed everywhere in

The Continental USA: 
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