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--------------By Lee Little Haponski in TX, US  at Nov 30, 2019 19:43 EST
Thanks. Our group is booked for May2020 and we're definitely concerned
about the accommodations as well as safety issues!

--------------By report author: Janet Westin in , US at Dec 02, 2019 14:20 EST
I have heard that the Mistral has been replaced with a different boat.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Red Sea Aggressors 1, 2, & Nile Queen" 
Aggressor, Oct 2018 (Rpt #10794 has 6 Helpful Votes) by  David Grenda (Email author),
 FL, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Southeastern/Western USA, Bahamas, Caribbean, Galapagos, French Polynesia, Indonesia, Palau, Papua
New Guinea, Eastern Australia, Chuuk, and Yap.. 
Airport:  Cairo. Getting There:  
Jet Blue & Egypt Air. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm, currents, no currents. Water:  80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive time depended on site, usually led dives of 60 minutes.  A few sites you could dive as your own buddy
team.  No solo diving.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We chose the Aggressor-arranged land transfers in Egypt and they went without a hitch.  We stayed at the
Marinia Lodge at Port Ghalib (Aggressor preferred hotel) the night before boarding the Red Sea Aggressor
1 (RSA1).  The hotel had nice grounds with breakfast and late checkout included.  There were no elevators
to our third floor room, so the porters earned their tip. Hotel WiFi was poor at best.  RSA1 tender took us
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from the hotel dock to the RSA1 at their slip at 3pm.  RSA1 is in nice shape overall, although the crew had
to tend to our A/C every few days as it kicked off for some reason, a small inconvenience that was always
quickly remedied.  We had cabin 1 (starboard bow) which was a slightly narrower cabin (a little cramped)-
one bed was elevated to house cabinets (plenty of storage).  The shower was tiny, but we had plenty of shelf
space next to the sink.  The chef made great efforts in his meal presentation - the menu was varied but no
pork products in Egypt.  Crew was VERY attentive, more so than sometimes I wanted (like trying to always
zip up my wetsuit before I WAS ready for it).  Tank fills were usually around 3,000 psi and Nitrox was
31-32 percent (with an occasional 30%).  80s were standard but you could get a larger tank if desired. 
Dives were done from the main boat as well as the tenders, depending on site location and conditions.  The
two boat ladders allowed climbing with fins on.  Some divers took off their kits in the water and the crew
would haul it aboard the boat.  For tenders, all divers did a back roll together.  It was expectedly cramped in
the tender with 11 divers - my wife was told to make her drop after the rest of the group so she could protect
her large camera (a nice way of accommodating her).  When coming back to the tender, you'd hand up your
camera, weight belt/pockets, take off your kit for the driver to haul aboard, and then pass up fins before
climbing the adequate ladder.  Two hot showers were on the boat's dive deck - I only showered in my room
on non-dive days.  Crew had a warm towel and a beverage as soon as you stepped away from the shower. 
The crew would rinse and hang your wetsuit after each dive.  There were plenty of charging outlets aboard
that would accommodate US plugs. There were two outlets in the cabins that the crew asked only be used if
you were present in the room in case something overheated.  The crew of the RSA1 (led by Katia, she was
terrific) was very attentive for our 2-week back-to-back trip with them, one of the best I've encountered.

This was my first time in the Red Sea.  We did two itineraries on our back-to-back, except for two days of
diving, the Northern and Southern RSA1 routes had the same sites - the Southern route didn't do the
Brothers. I was impressed by the healthy coral and good coverage - both hard and soft corals.  There was a
good diversity of life in the corals.  I was disappointed by the lack of fish in the water column.  The
Brothers are pinnacles in the middle of the Red Sea.  I would have expected large schools swirling off the
wall in that kind of situation.  I did see a few threshers (at a distance), hammerheads (close to other divers
but only at a distance for our group), oceanic whitetips (close), Napoleon wrasse (close), a manta (at a
distance), and a large bumphead parrotfish (close).  At only one site did we have a strong current.  We had
18 liveaboards moored up at Big Brother and over a dozen at Little Brother - far too many divers in those
small areas.  It also means there's a greater chance an idiot diver will chase the big guys away.  Twice I was
honestly concerned for my safety when coming to the surface after seeing the many racing tenders
crisscrossing overhead at full speed.  Ascend under a float and keep watching for the other tenders.

The third leg of our Red Sea trip was aboard the Red Sea Aggressor 2 (RSA2).  The boat is in very good
shape.  Although it's relatively new to the Aggressor fleet, it was called the Voyager before becoming the
RSA2.  Having come off the RSA1 with such a stellar crew made the RSA2 crew look bad in comparison. 
They did an OK job, but I missed the other crew.  For example, when a diver came back to the RSA2 a little
earlier than usual, there was no staff on the dive deck to lend assistance.  When that diver complained, the
first words in their reply were "they have other duties."  I thought that was a bad response.  First, a really
customer-oriented staff should not begin their response with an defensive excuse.  Whether the complaint is
valid or not, you let the customer vent and try to make it "right."  Secondly, when divers are in the water,
there must be a person on the dive deck whose sole duty is to watch for their divers, there should be no
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other duty more important during that time.  Adel, who was in charge, briefed there would be two lines from
the RSA2 to the SS Thistlegrom (mid-ship and one at the bow) and he emphasized that if you were low on
air, you should use the bow line instead of trying to fight a current and return to the original mid-ship
upline.  But only one line was attached (mid-ship) and nobody informed any of the guest divers of the
change.  One dive team relied on the briefing and found themselves getting low on air at the bow and
intended to use that non-existent upline.  Luckily the current was minimal so they made it back to the
original line without running out of air.  Throughout the week changes were poorly, or not communicated at
all, to the divers.  RSA2 was led by Adel, although skilled, he wasn't the best.

Because my wife and I are usually the first divers in and last divers out, we can easily miss the post-dive
drinks/snacks, unless the crew is sensitive to that, which the RSA2 crew wasn't.  Nitpicky, but it's one of
many little things which add up to distinguish an OK crew from a great crew.  We had cabin 4 (starboard
and slightly forward of mid-ship).  The shower was much larger than what we had on the RSA1, but there
was no real shelf space in the bathroom.  The monogram cabin towels looked great, but they were totally
ineffective for their intended purpose- they wouldn't dry your skin but instead leave left lint all over.  The
RSA2 deck towels were larger and better than on the RSA1. The dive deck of RSA2 is poorly designed
from a flow perspective, it forces divers to be in each other's way.  We were told the dive deck will soon be
reconfigured when the boat goes in for maintenance.  Tank fills were 3,000 psi and Nitrox was always
between 32% and 33%. All tanks were DIN, but they had plenty of adapters for yoke regulators.  Like the
RSA1, the RSA2 had two deck showers.  Both the RSA1 and RSA2 had a small shower/bathroom
accessible from the dive deck in case you needed the facilities while wet (or to change bathing suits).  The
menu for our third week was similar to the RSA1, but there was some variation.  The RSA2 also had a nicer
lounge next to the dining area.

Wreck diving was the main focus for the RSA2 itinerary.  SS Thistlegrom is the marquee wreck site and it
deserves to be.  I'm not that much of a wreck person, so the other more modern wreck sites weren't very
interesting to me.  I found the coral coverage up north to be less than the southern routes, but there was still
plenty of coral fish.  We saw turtles, Napoleon wrasse, and an eagle ray, but no sharks - there's a
significantly lessor chance of seeing sharks up north.  Although there were always other liveaboards at all
our sites, there were fewer boats compared to our other two weeks.  Dive site briefings on both the RSA 1
and RSA2 were VERY thorough.

We picked October because the temperatures are transitioning, getting less hot for our land excursions but
the water was still warm.  Because of the shortening daylight hours in October, RSA1's fourth day dive time
had to be short in order to be out of the water by sunset (a park requirement, no night diving).  RSA2
usually had three day dives and one night dive, so dive times could be spread out further apart on the RSA2.
 We had water temperatures of 81 to 84 on the RSA1 and 79 to 82 on the RSA2.  Winds were always
present so crossings could get bumpy.  The RSA1 travelled over greater distances and mostly at night, so I
didn't always get a good night's sleep.  September might have been better sea conditions with slightly
warmer water.  Some liveaboards keep their lounges very cold, but both RSA1 and RSA2 kept their lounges
at a more comfortable temperature.  The RSA1 dive deck had shelves under the camera table people used to
put their miscellaneous stuff on, while the RSA2 gave each cabin their own bin plus an assigned charging
bin (which was a better approach). Both boats gave good dive briefings.  RSA1 & RSA2 had Internet access
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at port (if guests hadn't used up the ship's allotted bandwidth with downloaded videos) and RSA2 had a
couple days of Internet during the cruise when close to shore.

We booked a cruise on the Aggressor Nile Queen (ANQ) after our diving was concluded.  The ANQ has
very nice cabins and meals.   The concept of the boat is a "throwback to cruising in the early 1900's."  The
boat has no engines, so we were towed by a tug for the entire trip except for a very short period when we
were under sail - there was little wind for the sails during our cruise.  The first two days were filled with
shore excursions but the last days were slower paced.  Our guide was very experienced, but he seemed a
little burned out.  We also opted for the Abu Simbel Temple tour, it's a pricy option but it's an iconic site. 
We finished the trip with four days of sight-seeing in Cairo with a private guide & driver.  Aggressor
arranged for us to stay at the Le Meridien Pyramids hotel.  We could see the Great Pyramid from our hotel
balcony and they had an impressive morning breakfast (which is included in the room price).  WiFi was
OK.  Cairo traffic is a nightmare, but DINING is relatively inexpensive.

We flew Jet Blue and Egypt Air.  The only hick-up came when we were flying out of Cairo to JFK at the
end of the trip. I carry my expensive regulator in my carry-on luggage.  A screener said SCUBA gear must
be in checked baggage, so he insisted I check my carry-on bag (I couldn't put my regulator in my checked
bag at that point because my luggage was already taken at the airline counter).  I believe the screener was
confused about which SCUBA items are required to be checked.  As my wife was going through screening,
they confiscated her AA rechargeable batteries saying the batteries needed to be in checked baggage.  TSA
wants batteries NOT to be checked in case they short and cause a fire, so if we had put the batteries in our
checked bags, then they could have been confiscated when we got to the US.  After finishing screening, I
asked to see a supervisor and find out how a diver could get to the Red Sea and take photos if batteries in
checked luggage would be taken by TSA and batteries in a carry-on would be taken by them?  The
supervisor asked why we had so many rechargeable AA batteries (16).  I told him that both strobes required
four batteries and we charged the second set while using the first set.  The supervisor then took my wife's
batteries and put them in her strobes and then distributed the second set of batteries into each piece of
carry-on luggage and said we were good to go.  I never got an answer to my original question, but I did get
back the batteries.  As soon as we were away from the screening area, we took the batteries out of the
strobes to prevent the strobes from accidentally powering up and creating a heating issue and put the
batteries back into the original, and much safer, storage container.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By peter bernsteinin FL, US  at Dec 12, 2018 07:43 EST
Excellent report thank you- have not been to the Red Sea due to reports of
too many divers and not a lot of fish

--------------By Ms Lynda Durfeein VA, US  at Dec 12, 2018 09:01 EST
Very thorough review.  I did two weeks back to back on the RSA1 in April
and am leaving today for another two weeks.  I was informed last week that
they won't be going to the Brothers because of aggressive shark activity in
that area which is being investigated.

------------------------------------
"March Cold, Great Beauty" 
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Aggressor in Southern Itenerary, Mar 2019 (Rpt #10989 has 3 Helpful Votes) 
by Alexander Armintor (Email author), AL, US. Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Southern US, Bahamas, T&C, Roatan, Cozumel, Costa Rica, Indonesia,  Polynesia, Red Sea. 
Airport:  Marsa Alam. Getting There:  
Flew AA to Heathrow, then British Airways to Prague for 2 days, which looked like the cheapest, easiest
way to get to Marsa Alam (we weren’t the only ones on the Aggressor trip to go through Prague). B.A. lost
our luggage, which showed up at the hotel, literally while we were waiting in the lobby for the taxi to take
us to the airport, but a win is a win and I couldn’t have been happier if I’d just won the lottery. Prague has
been on my list for some time and didn’t disappoint. Beautiful city.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  67 to 69 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Czech Airlines red eye from Prague direct to a Marsa Alam 07:30 arrival. Dockside at the Aggressor by
probably 08:30, to find a problem. Our T.A. talked us out of getting a day room, because it would be a
waste of money, because someone said we could board the Aggressor early (boarding normally starts at
3:00 pm). Turns out no one told the crew, so to make a fat story thin, we couldn’t get a room with money,
nothing opens before 11:00 am and there’s not much shade in Port Ghalib, no sir, not much at all. They
finally let us on the boat about 2:00 as a hardship. 

 The boat doesn’t actually leave until the next am, so we threw our gear on the Aggressor and sprang for an
ATV ride in the desert, which we found to our surprise, included a visit to an authentic Bedouin village with
not only shopping opportunities, but also a camel ride in the desert. Well, the camel ride consisted of an
authentic Bedouin, dressed in authentic Bedouin clothes leading us around the camel lot in a circle while he
played with his cell phone with one hand. Getting off the camel was a lot more interesting than getting on
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the camel and after getting off the camel, I felt like I knew a thing or two about camel’s that I didn’t know
before. All I can say about the village is it did have a restroom and it was about exactly what I would have
imagined it would be, had I imagined such a thing. The ATV ride into the desert and along the shore was
great fun and lasted well over an hour. We got back to the Aggressor after dark, but just in time for a
passable Egyptian wine and dinner, grinning and covered in dust, probably looked like a couple of coal
miners with the abnormally white eyes, teeth and all.  It was a good end to a long, strange day.

A lot has been said about the Red Sea Aggressor southern itinerary, so we’ll just confirm the boat, service
and food were excellent. The value received for dollar spent is comparable to Indonesia, which is saying a
lot.  The Red Sea at the end of March and was colder than advertised. Both our computers registered 67 –
69F over the course of the week. We figured out the first dive to stay in the top 30 feet of the water column
and our 3mm weren’t much good for that.  The good thing was, we were totally entertained in the top 30
feet, a wonderland of coral and aquarium fish. Not the most fantastical or exhilarating place we’ve dived,
but it will compete with any of them for beauty. We did our own thing, away from the herd, no questions
asked.  No currents to speak of, the southern route is a great place for people that are relatively new to
diving. Tons of aquarium species, but didn’t see any fish of any size to speak of, maybe they went to Miami
for the winter, I could relate.

Highlights: A pod of 30-40 dolphins swim past me within touching distance, close enough to look’em in the
eye. The problem is, the reason they rushed past me is because there must have been at least a dozen other
liveaboard’s in the bay, each with a full complement of divers in the water, also trying to get a good look at
dolphins. Each liveaboard had a couple of ribs picking up divers and dropping them off in front of the pod,
cutting off their escape at every turn. While the people didn’t mean them any harm, I’m not sure the
dolphins understood it. Once I realized the dolphins were just trying to escape, I had to get out of the water,
but that few seconds of close interaction was big magic. I doubt I’ll forget. 

 Something else I’ll never forget was having a ring side seat to a fairly large bait ball of silvery fish getting
slammed by barracuda above, jacks from all sides, and a different type of barracuda fish striking from
below. We were both absolutely mesmerized to the point of being enveloped by the ball and I realized the
bait fish were using us to hide, sometimes you almost couldn’t see, but there wasn’t much to be done about
it, beyond having a fish eye view of the slaughter. It was like being inside a wildlife documentary and
seemed to last for several minutes, until the bait fish apparently realized their survival strategy wasn’t
working and swam off. Probably never see anything like that again, a real wild kingdom education. 

Topped it all off with 10 days on the Nile, antiquities, etc… All I can say is: going to Egypt and not seeing
the antiquities, is like going to a coral reef and not getting in the water. I’d recommend the dawn balloon
ride in Luxor, even though we came down in some farmer’s back yard and squashed his corn, which seemed
to make him profoundly unhappy, at any rate I suffered no harm and didn’t have to shell out any extra
money, so it was all good.

All in all, this was a vacation I’ll remember about as long as I’ll remember anything. I gave the advanced
rating 3 stars, but if all I’d seen was the Caribbean, I’d give it 5 stars.  Bottom line: Worth every penny.

Security: People ask if I felt safe in Egypt and I tell them that other than the occasional pissed-off farmer, of
course it’s safe: there are soldiers with machine guns on every street corner and army roadblocks every
couple of miles to keep a lid on things. We estimated going through metal detectors, emptying pockets and
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purses around 23 times during the trip. The only time I felt unsafe was at the Cairo airport the last day,
arriving at 0:dark30 to the chants of hundreds if not thousands of young men in front of the departure
terminal, jumping up and down, punching their fists in the air, chanting in Arabic. The kind of volume you
hear at a football game. Sweetie’s fingernails were cutting into my arm and I was getting a sinking feeling
in my stomach, wondering why the driver kept going forward, but we were already into the crowd and as
we stopped, the driver looked back at me with a sly smile and said over the roar of the crowd “Don’t worry,
it’s only a soccer rally”.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Manuel Campanoin GA, US  at Oct 17, 2019 11:53 EST
Thank you for your review, by far the most helpful.  We are planning a trip
for late March and our liveaboard leaves from Marsa Alam.  We are flying
from Atlanta and finding flights to Marsa Alam has been a bit of a
challenge.

------------------------------------
" great service, great diving, great prices" 

Aggressor Red Sea II in North, Mar 2019 (Rpt #11148 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Tammy Wigington (Email author), CA, US.  and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, Australia, Fiji, Philippines, Thailand, Honduras, Indonesia. 
Airport:  Hurgurda. Getting There:  
Short flight from Cairo. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  72 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Must be advanced diver more than 50 dives
Must have medical clearance . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
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Dedicated camera stations with outlets, air compressor for drying and individual cubbies. 
----- Overall Comments -----

Relatively new boat that is well designed with comfortable updated accommodations.  The staff are
exceptional in making you feel at home and going above and beyond with the service.  Amazing details like
hot towels when you come up from your dives and crafted hot and cold drinks waiting on deck.  The diving
was a great mix of reefs, walls and spectacular wrecks like the Thistlegorm.  There was some current on a
few days but manageable.  The food was plentiful, good not great.  The biggest problem is that the level of
service will spoil you for your next location.

------------------------------------
"The Middle Red Sea" 

Blue Force, Jul 2019 (Rpt #11110) by Paulino Gonzalez (Email author), FL, US. 
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]Puerto Rico, Philippines ,Raja Amat ,Maldives,Truk
Lagoon,Hawaii,PNG,Wakatobi,Cocos,Roatan,Cozumel,Pensacola, Florida keys, WPB, SE Florida, Mona
Island, Ambon,Flores,Indonesia,Sulawesi,Palau. 
Airport:  HRG. Getting There:  
Brussels to HRG. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]130 feet. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  1 or 2. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Large camera table but if all 22divers bring large rigs space will be at a premium. Inverter equipped
charging cubicles. Rinse hoses and tanks plentiful. Large screen tv you could see your photos there at
night.Crew handled cameras back and fort from Zodiacs very well . An ideal boat for UWP.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[NMedium difficulty in reaching Hurghada ,Egypt from east coast of US. Boat was the Blue Force 3 a
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beautiful and excellent dive boat. Crew was very attentive and dive masters watched carefully during dives
due to mild to moderate currents.Staterooms were large with ample storage and hot water,beds were
excellent we had a queen bed. Fish numerous during current dives, some dives sites such as Little Brother
were World Class. Saw Mantas and several Hammerheads there. One large Whaleshark at Big Brother,
yellowfin tunas also. 3 dives daily plus night dives . Biggest problem with Red Sea is large number of
liveaboards, many dive sites were shared with other boats. Meals were plentiful and very good to
excellent.Boat anchored in calm bays at night you could not tell you were sleeping on a boat. I had done the
Northern Red Sea in 1992 and could tell there is a decrease in overall number of fish. Boat is new (2016)
and everything worked correctly. No Oceanic Whitetips on this trip, out of season.Would love to do this trip
again.

------------------------------------
"Warm waters and amazingly diverse coral and fish" 

Discovery Divers in Port Ghalib/Hurghada, Oct 2019 (Rpt #11190 has 2 Helpful
Votes) by  Joel Snyder (Email author), AZ, US. Sr. Contributor 24 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Asia; Carib; Mexico; Hawaii; Red Sea. 
Airport:  RMF; HRG. Getting There:  
Frequent direct & inexpensive flights from European cities. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  27 to 29 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  
 mm. Visibility:  10 to 20 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
A 60-minute time was requested, but not enforced.  Depth limits suggested (and reasonable) but not
enforced.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Advanced photographers may find the Samira challenging, as there is little space or accommodation for
cameras.  A set of shelves (and outlets) on the deck had plenty of space for charging, but there was no
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dedicated camera space. The dive masters volunteered to put a towel down in the salon and offered a spot to
leave cameras between dives.  That worked on our trip, but a voyage with 5 or 6 photographers with
housings and lights would need other arrangements.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We spent 2 weeks aboard M/Y Samira (part of Discovery Divers) diving the Red Sea in Sept, 2019.  Our
overall evaluation was that the Red Sea boats are an excellent value, offering outstanding diving quality and
variety at a price that cannot be beat.  

Because the boat's schedule is designed for a 7-day trip, with 6 days of diving, we had a lighter schedule
than some liveaboards: overall we completed 34 dives, all that were available, including 2 night dives.  The
diving was outstanding for virtually every dive, with water temperature of 29 C (about 84 F) at most sites,
occasional dips down to 27 C.   Average depth across all dives was 13m, average dive length 68 minutes,
max depth 44m, longest dive 86 min, shortest 55 min.   Visibility was excellent on most dives, typically
15-30 meters. 

Diving in the Red Sea puts you into an incredible territory of both soft and hard corals, with healthy
populations of colorful reef fish on every coral head: Sailfin and Yellowtail tang; Red Sea and Schooling
bannerfish; Sohai surgeonfish; Picasso and Titan triggerfish; Regal, Emperor and Arabian angelfish; Red
Sea Raccoon, Crown, Black Backed, Exquisite, Lined, and Masked butterflyfish: all of these showed up at
least once every day.  We had occasional hammerhead sightings, and frequent appearances of oceanic
white-tip sharks ("Longimanus") at multiple dive sites.  No manta or eagle rays this trip, but we did stumble
across a Dugong wandering a bit far from the grassy areas.  Turtles and giant moray eels were common,
along with barracuda, stingrays and very curious Napoleon Wrasse.

From Port Ghalib, boats usually run a "north" or "south" itinerary, making a big loop during the week. 
About 2-3 hours from Port Ghalib is Abu Dab'ab, a huge area with many dive sites that boats use as a
staging point heading in and out of port--both weeks, we stopped here on the way out for our check-out
dives and on the way in before hitting port. The South itinerary will hit the major sites of Rocky, St. Johns
(often closed for military exercises), Zabargad, and Daedalus.  Hammerheads are most likely at Daedalus,
and the dive masters' goal of showing hammerheads to their dive groups led us to spend a lot of time there,
sitting at 15-30 meters, hoping that sharks would show up.  (After a few dives of that, we asked if we could
just explore the incredible reef instead, and were given the OK)  The North itinerary (sometimes called
"BDE"), covers Brothers, Daedalus, and Elphinstone.  All sites and dives are subject to modification based
on weather, which in the Red Sea is generally wind that whips up waves, making travel difficult or
unpleasant and entry/exit a problem. 

Although there were plenty of boats plying the areas, we generally had dive sites to ourselves or saw the
occasional group above or below us as we were diving.  Two of our dives (at Brothers) were actually
crowded, with multiple groups of divers getting in each other's way, but this was more the exception than
the rule. 

Our dive masters and captain worked to keep us out of currents and to avoid bad weather (wind, usually). 
Dives were divided more-or-less evenly between submerged large reefs, where the only decision was to
follow on the left or right shoulder, and more complex underwater landscapes requiring a bit of navigation. 
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On our first dives, the guides asked us to stay with them as they led us on a random-seeming path in-and-out
through coral heads and cuts in the reef.  After they had observed our skills, more advanced divers were
generally given the freedom to do whatever they wanted, within time limits (supposedly 60 minutes per
dive, but this was a very relaxed 60 minutes).  

Depending on the site, dives would either be off the back of the boat or via inflatable dinghy with a 3-5
minute ride.  Every diver was required to have an SMB.  For dinghy dives, if you and your buddy decided to
separate from the group, instructions were to complete the dive at the normal time, swim away from the
reef, and inflate the SMB for pickup, something we did multiple times. (Or just swim back to the boat if it
was easy and within sight.)  The dinghy drivers are awesome and had no trouble finding their own divers
among the bobbing heads in the sea.  

We were broken into two groups, each with our own dive master for the entire week, alternating "first off
the boat" status each day. For dives off the boat, once your group was called, you could get in the water
whenever you were ready and either wait for the dive master or take off on your own.  For dinghy dives,
two dinghys were available, dropping all divers in the group at the same moment so that they could follow
the guide. 

The dive deck on Samira consists of three rows of benches with numbered spots for each tank.  You attach
your gear to your tank and leave it there the entire week.  Between dives, you pull your first stage off and
the gasman fills the tanks--which is the limiting factor to how often you can dive. Nitrox is available as
hand-blended from large O2 tanks, usually 28%. Each bench seat has a milk crate below for your mask; fins
are stored on the dive deck at the back.  Although the dive deck wasn't spacious, having only 10 divers at a
time on it worked out pretty well.  (All tanks have DIN mounts and briefings are in metric) Standard tanks
were Aluminum 12L, equivalent to a standard "Aluminum 80," with larger 15L tanks available at minimal
extra cost. 

Advanced photographers may find the Samira challenging, as there is little space or accommodation for
cameras.  A set of shelves (and outlets) on the deck had plenty of space for charging, but there was no
dedicated camera space. The dive masters volunteered to put a towel down in the salon and offered a spot to
leave cameras between dives.  That worked on our trip, but a voyage with 5 or 6 photographers with
housings and lights would need other arrangements.  

The Samira is typical of boats that ply the Red Sea in this area, all built on a fairly common plan.  Samira
had 11 cabins--we had 20 divers the first week, and 22 the second.  We had 2 Egyptian dive masters who
also served as "cruise directors," acting as intermediaries with the crew and captain, all of whom spoke
varying levels of English.  Although there were only 4 native English speaking guests the entire trip,
briefings were delivered in English.  Our two weeks had guests from France, Spain, Germany, Austria,
Belgium, the UK, and Korea, so a little linguistic flexibility went a long way.  We were the only couple who
stayed on the boat for two whole weeks.

The dive groups ranged from a few absolute beginners (first dives after certification) to technical
instructor-level divers with more than a 1000 logged dives.  In general, the groups skewed towards less
advanced divers, probably because of the relatively low cost and proximity to Europe---this makes an
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excellent trip for a European who has a week of vacation and doesn't want to burn all of it getting to Raja
Ampat. The dive masters were excellent divers, although they spent more time trying to keep track of the
novices than acting as spotters.  Although, in these waters, you don't really need much of a spotter as there
are incredible things all around you.  

All cabins have private baths; most have two single beds.  Ours was one of two with a double-bed.  Space in
the cabins was limited, but there were three decks of shared space: a large salon/dining room next to the
dive deck, a large shaded area with a bar and huge bench/couches perfect for a nap on the upper deck, and a
sun deck/smoking deck with partial shade above that.  7 cabins were below deck; 4 were on the upper deck. 
Climate control in the cabins was centrally controlled, but we were generally very comfortable even when
sitting in port.  

Daily schedule was wake-up typically around 6AM followed by coffee and briefing and the first dive.  Then
a breakfast, free time, until second briefing and dive.  Lunch after that, and a third dive after lunch.  Around
4PM - 5PM, a hot snack would appear with dinner usually around 7PM, adjusted depending on sailing times
and weather.  Twice we were able to fit in a fourth, night, dive. The food was plentiful and generally quite
good with a selection of multiple dishes at every meal, with occasional Egyptian dishes but mostly
European-style food.  Everything was buffet-style, and vegetarians would have no problem on this boat.
Desserts were left out after meals and always available as a snack if you wanted a little something.  Water,
tea, soda, and juice were included; beers were 3 Euro for a large Egyption Stella and wine by the bottle was
also available.  Standard rules of "no diving after drinking" were met without objection.  

The weekly schedule for the boat was a little hard to divine (and the lack of communication from the central
office didn't help), but ended up working this way: Saturday is arrival day, and the boat is in port all day. 
Divers must board Saturday.  Sunday morning, around 8AM the boat leaves for a short 2-4 hour motor to a
nearby reef.  Two dives on Sunday, followed by four days of at least 3 dives a day interspersed with sailing
north or south depending on which itinerary the boat is following.  Friday is a short day: 2 dives at most,
and back in port in the afternoon.  If you can get a flight out Friday night, that's great; otherwise, spend the
night on the boat Friday and be out of your room by 10AM on Saturday and get your flight or airport
transfer then.  

Our itinerary was from Port Ghalib, a speck of a town that has grown from a hunting camp in the 1990s to a
sprawl of all-inclusive resorts clustered around the shoreline. Port Ghalib has its own airport 10 minutes
from the port, with mostly international flights to Europe.  Many divers on our boat chose to fly to
Hurghada, a 3-hour ride from Port Ghalib, which has a larger airport and larger selection of flights.  (The
airport transfer to Hurghada is included in the price of the cruise).  We were already vacationing in Italy, so
the 4-hour direct flight Rome-Port Ghalib was a delight---one of the shortest travel times to a dive trip we've
ever had. From the US, divers could either fly to Europe and catch a direct flight from major European
hubs, or decide to make an Egyptian vacation by going through Cairo and spending time on land.  

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Gregory S Brucein WA, US  at Oct 21, 2019 12:39 EST
Great report. Thanks for posting.
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------------------------------------
"Good Red Sea wreck/reef diving" 

Emperor Divers in Northern portion, Mar 2019 (Rpt #10883 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by  Ed Noga (Email author), OH, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Primarily Lake Erie and the Great Lakes, but all over, from Truk to Galapagos, the Red Sea to Cocos Island,
the Philippines to the Florida Keys.. 
Airport:  Hurghada, Egypt. Getting There:  
Flights go there from Europe daily, or via Cairo or elsewhere in the Middle East.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  72 to 73 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Frequent customers could go off on their own. After doing initial dives at a site, we could do the same at
times. Get back on the boat with 500 psi.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
They have a rinse tank, camera table and lots of electrical outlets. Be advised this is in Egypt, so bring an
electrical adapter if you are from the U.S. The crew was very careful in handling photography equipment.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The Red Sea is an inexpensive diving destination, loaded with sea life of all sizes, healthy coral and
interesting wrecks. 

  I booked this trip to see the wrecks of the Red Sea, in particular the renown Thistlegorm, which lived up to
its billing. I’d been on a Red Sea liveaboard a decade or so ago, in December, which was the wrong time of
year to go. This visit was much better.

  The trip was billed as a wreck adventure, and we had plenty of that. However, close to half the dives were
on reefs. That was no problem because the reefs are in exceptional condition, full of fish of all sizes, from
huge Napoleon Wrasses to nudibranches and everything in between. The only thing lacking was sharks.
Wrong time of year? Are they all hanging out at Brothers Islands, with an appetite for divers? I don’t know. 
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  Like the last time I dived the Red Sea on a different liveaboard, the ship’s crew and divemasters were
friendly and highly professional. The Emperor Superior is a solid ship with plenty of room. Then again, it is
set up for 23 divers, but we had just six. Trips before and after ours were full. 

  I had a single cabin and it was quite adequate. 

  The divemasters accompanied us on most trips, except for some visits to the Thistlegorm and other wrecks
after we’d had initial dives on them, or when doing dives off the boat, rather than an inflatable. If you are a
repeat, frequent customer, as were a couple of divers on this trip, they have no objections if you go off by
yourselves. 

   In about five days of diving we did 19-20 dives.

   I was impressed by how the divemasters protect the reefs. Drift down to the coral and you’ll get dragged
off. On one occasion some idiot from another boat was shooting pictures while kneeling in the sand, with
his fins smacking the coral behind him. The divemaster grabbed his fins and pulled him off…which seemed
to irritate the diver. Hey, this is a reason why these reefs are so healthy. 

  We had a number of encounters with schools of dolphins at one site. That alone was worth the price of
admission.

   All of the other divers on this trip lived in Great Britain. Including my dives from years ago in the Red
Sea, on a boat with at least 20 divers, there was only one other American on board. Europeans take
advantage of the excellent Red Sea diving, which costs much less than most other sites. Traveling in the
Middle East isn’t particularly risky if you avoid conflict areas, certainly not the Red Sea departures from
Hurghada or Sharm el Sheikh.  Heck, the week I was on the Emperor Superior there were six shootings in
my hometown. 

  My only complaint was about myself. I rented most gear—very reasonable cost, and everything worked
well—but ordered a 5 mil full wetsuit. Back in the day I’d dive comfortably in water down to 55 degrees F
in a 5 mil. Not anymore—in 72 degrees F water I froze my butt off on most dives, other than on the wrecks
when the adrenaline was pumping. 

  Everyone else knew better and wore at least 7 mil suits. Live and learn. 

------------------------------------
"Red Sea Wrecks on board King Snefro Target" 

King Snefro Fleet, May 2019 (Rpt #11037 has 1 Helpful Vote) by David Gere 
(Email author), WA, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Many Caribbean locations, Socorro, Maldives, USA - both tropical and cold water (Pacific NW), Hawaii. 
Airport:  Sharm el Sheik. Getting There:  
Sharm el Sheik direct from Cairo. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
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Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  73 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. Visibility:  50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Most flights arrive quite late in day and divers board late.  Be prepared to receive boat briefing, sign
releases and set up gear before sleeping.  Did not get to bed until 2:00 or 3:00 AM with an 8:30 checkout
dive the next morning.  This is because the boat does not carry rental gear and any missing gear must be
obtained from dive operator stocks prior to boat sailing in middle of night. 

Dive guides were outstanding, as was the food and the service.  The captain worked hard to make entries as
easy as possible. 

Prices are very competitive now due to travel warnings and regional terrorism concerns.  Travel smart and
those risks can be minimized. Very little competition on any of the wrecks.  Even diving the SS
Thistlegorm, we had only one other boat on the wreck and only for two of our 5 dives there.

------------------------------------
"Bucket List - Red Sea" 

Red Sea Aggressor 11 in Egypt, Sep 2019 (Rpt #11123 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Debi Moir (Email author), VA, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, (East and West Coast) North Carolina, Hawaii, Mexico (Cozumel, Playa, Cabo San Lucas, Baja)
US and British Virgin Islands, Bahamas, Caribbean (Aruba to Tobago and in between) Indonesia,
Phillipines, Thailand, Palau, Roatan,. 
Airport:  Cairo. Getting There:  
Trip from East Coast - RIC-ATL-Paris- Cairo and on to Hugadah Airport. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
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Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  currents. Water:  78 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
25 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No more than 110 ft and 60 minutes. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Two tables, instruction available if asked.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This destination had been on the list for a while.  I gathered 7 friends (one eventually had work issues and
didn't go).  We spent 3 days in Cairo (which was a must and I would return) before boarding the boat in
Hurghada, a short flight from Cairo on Saturday afternoon.  We were greeted at the dock and luggage
whisked away to our cabins.  Check in was very easy, although it is the first time I have been asked to
complete a health questionnaire.  It was very windy.  We travelled to the first site on Sunday morning and
followed the dive leader, Zoe.  We were offered the opportunity to dive on our own or take a guide and as it
was our first time, we took the guide. Salinity is 47% so extra weights were required.  Four dives a day were
listed (our group left on Friday afternoon so the last two dives on Friday were out for us).  Three dives on
the SS Thistlegorm towards the end of the week - so if one didn't like wrecks, it might have been a problem.
 

Currents were stronger than I liked on some dives.  There were many other boats around of which the large
percentage were probably day boats from Sharm-El-Sheik.  Viz was less than perfect due to some high
winds and currents.  Only one out of 20 earned the iron diver certificate, a young lady earned her advanced
certificate and another Nitrox.  All the staff were amazing, although the videographer wasn't the best leader
(IMHO).  I believe he was there on a trial basis.  Aggressor's policy is to have a female on board all their
vessels, and Zoe did a great job with administration and dive leadership.  Her husband, Adel, was also a
very strong leader and gave excellent briefings.  Cabins? All ensuite.  The boat itself was very spacious,
plenty of room on the dive deck, two camera tables and wet suits rinsed with a chemical and hung up after
every dive.  We did not see too much in the way of large pelagics, those are further south.  Dolphins located
for the final dive were a fitting ending to a great week.

------------------------------------
"Northern Red Sea Diving in November, 2018" 
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Red Sea Aggressor II in Hurghada, Egypt, Nov 2018 (Rpt #10784 has 3 Helpful
Votes) by Kevin Peterson (Email author), CA, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Palau, Yap, Hawaii, Belize, Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, Caribbean (many islands), Key Largo,
California (including the Channel Islands as well as Monterey), Mexico, Costa Rica, Bonaire, Curacao,
Epcot Center in Disney World, etc.. 
Airport:  HRG. Getting There:  
Fly to Cairo then to Hurghada. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  74 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Must have a buddy. Could dive guided or unguided. If diving Nitrox must observe depth limits.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Professional videos and photos were made and offered of our dives and suggestions were available to help
improve your own skills.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
There was a promotional price for the Northern Red Sea trip that was very attractive. Both northern and
southern routes were available. To begin with, I want to state that I felt very safe traveling as an American
tourist in Egypt. The conditions there are now peaceful and the people are anxious to make foreigners feel
welcome. A word of caution, though, is that everyone expects tips for everything. In fact, if a total stranger
becomes very helpful, expect to be obligated to give them money. Although this was generally true of most
of the people in Egypt, I did not feel any pressure from the liveaboard crew to tip them, though it was
appreciated. The weather was great. I was expecting Egypt to be hot and dry but in November it is cool and
breezy with occasional rain. Temperatures were in the 70’s and this also meant the water was on the cool
side so that a light wet suit was a good idea.

The diving was great! The water was generally clear with not too much current. The coral reefs were
healthy and full of life. We did not see any sharks or other such large animals except dolphins on one day,
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although I did see some of the largest Moray Eels I had ever seen. There were turtles seen more than once,
but not a lot. The reefs are protected areas. There are also many wrecks to dive that were not intentionally
sunk to be artificial reefs. This area is near the busy Suez Canal shipping lanes and some wrecks are over
100 years old. We got to dive on the SS Thistlegorm which was sunk by German planes in 1941 and
discovered by Jacque Cousteau in 1955.

Most of the fish were familiar tropical varieties although I saw one variety of butterfly fish with markings I
had never seen elsewhere. There was also a species of stingray with blue spots on it like polka dots. I had
never seen this before. On more than one dive we saw large Napoleon Wrasse that have no fear of divers.

One thing this crew did that I thought was unique was to let divers dive either guided or unguided. Those
who dove unguided had to have a buddy but could go where they wanted to at their own pace. This was
refreshing because when you are trying to take pictures sometimes you don’t want to feel rushed by playing
follow the leader. The entire staff bent over backwards to be helpful and accommodating. This was one of
the most comfortable boats in the Aggressor fleet that I have been on so far. Our suitcases and dive bags
could be stored elsewhere on the boat instead of having to stay in the cabin. One thing to be aware of is that
it is required to have a SMB (safety sausage) with a reel for each buddy group. This was not mentioned
before our trip and I had to buy a reel on board the boat to use with my SMB.

Meals were excellent prepared with a middle eastern diet by a very good Egyptian cook. Service on board
the boat lived up to the high standards expected on Aggressor trips. My week was a very enjoyable one and
I look forward to diving here again someday.

------------------------------------
"Wrecks and Reefs in the Red Sea" 

Red Sea Aggressor II in Northern Red Sea, Nov 2019 (Rpt #11263) by Kevin Tan 
(Email author), CA, US.  Dive Experience:  51-100 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Northern California, Greece, Indonesia (Raja Ampat), Mexico. 
Airport:  HRG. Getting There:  
SFO-DXB-CAI-HRG. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  25 to 27 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. 
Visibility:  10 to 30 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive according to certification (advanced open water to 30m/100ft). 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
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None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Decent area for cameras with dedicated outlets to charge. However, the area given to each guestroom was a
bit small for my fairly large rig. For small cameras, it was probably adequate. They had separate rinse tanks
for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our first time diving in the Red Sea. We elected to go on the Northern route to see the famous
wrecks that we heard about. We felt very safe travelling throughout Egypt, although security was very strict.
We brought advanced underwater camera gear and were constantly questioned as to what everything was
despite the airports knowing well that many of us were divers. Thankfully, by the time we got home, none
of our gear got confiscated. We had an issue with late arriving baggage (all our scuba gear!) but thankfully
it arrived just in time before the boat left Sunday morning.

The RSA II was great, as per the reviews that we had read online. Despite the baggage snafu, the staff were
more than willing to give us rental gear for free in case our stuff didn't arrive. Thankfully it did. Diving was
good, especially the many wrecks that were a part of the itinerary. We did our SSI Wreck diving course
over the course of the week. One other guest on board was doing their Open Water Diving Certification,
much to the surprise of the dive instructors on board! I wouldn't recommend doing your open water diving
certification at all. Red Sea diving isn't really for beginners, although it's not the most challenging diving
either.

We stayed in the only Suite on the liveaboard, so we had lots of room in our cabin. Only complaint was that
the smell in our cabin often bothered us being near the diesel engine area. If you're sensitive to that, I would
recommend going with one of the two Master Staterooms. Otherwise the room was comfortable. The boat
itself was spacious and well equipped with many sitting areas to rest and relax. Loved the showers right
after getting back from a dive and the warm towel and cold drinks from the staff. Staff helped us get into
our gear and remove gear. First dive was a check dive and we had to practice deploying an SMB, which we
had no done before even in our AOW training. They will require you to have a reel and safety sausage with
you at all times for safety, so if you don't have one, you have to pay for one on board. We deployed it a
handful of times especially during more difficult or drift dives where we got picked up in a zodiac. The dive
briefings were thorough and excellent, and we were allowed to either dive unguided or guided. The SS
Thistlegorm tours were amazing. We got 3 opportunities to dive there, including a night dive. The cruise
director Adel was great in suggesting to do the dives earlier in the morning (5am start) because we
essentially had the whole wreck to ourselves.

All in all, we enjoyed the week and met nice fellow guests on board. Many on board were from Europe, but
there were a few Americans on the trip as well. Compared to diving in Indonesia previously, I would say
that we were spoiled in that we didn't see as many small/interesting critters or large pelagic life in Egypt as
we've seen in the past. That said, we got to dive some incredible wrecks and reefs which were really world
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renowned and interesting.

------------------------------------

Saba (4 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview: 
Saba is one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70ft (21m), with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations are in
quaint villages at 1,000 feet/300m and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool,
pleasant climate. It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands!

Saba Seasonal Planner: 
On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65Â°F (18Â°C) at night, so travel with a jacket or sweater is
recommended. Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70sÂ°F to mid-85Â°F (25-29Â°C). The most
rain falls during the month of November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best
sites are offshore seamounts. Saba is in the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Land-Based
"A Diving and Hiking Vacation" 

Sea Saba/Juliana's Hotel, Apr 2019 (Rpt #10919) by Bill Stalter (Email author), KS, US. 
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cozumel, Little Cayman, Cayman Brac, Grand Turk, Dominica. 
Airport:  St. Marteen. Getting There:  
Short flight on Winair from St. Marteen. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  77 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Many of the dive sites are deep, which limited the profile.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  

Saba: Land: 
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https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=10919

