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West Side Scuba/Staying at an Airbnb apartment, Feb 2019 (Rpt #10848) 
by Anselmo Lastra (Email author), NC, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  51-100 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Chuuk Lagoon, Papua New Guinea, Turks & Caicos, Bonaire, Jamaica, Fernando de Noronha, Florida,
Anguilla. 
Airport:  BGI. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  20 to 30 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I went out to the nearby set of wrecks in Carlisle Bay.  These are all smallish (60') boats, most sunk on
purpose.  You can easily penetrate some of the wrecks.  There are many small fish but the best sightings
were of the many turtles that live here.  The dive shop had decent equipment and seemed very competent. 
You could easily dive from shore but we went out on their boat.

------------------------------------

Belize (12 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview: 
Inside the world's second largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. Good diving
in Belize is reachable from liveaboards or the resorts on the offshore cayes. The deeply cut, spur-and-groove
coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting but disappointing to many experienced
divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip, take a couple of days to visit Mayan
ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour flight from Houston. Belize lies in
the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits. Read K. Smith's Tropical Ice before you go! Available on the
Undercurrent website.

Belize Seasonal Planner: 
The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
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through June when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit roughly every two decades. During winter months (mainly December, January,
and February), Belize is also subject to north winds that blow down and may disrupt diving for several days.
Water temperature may dip as low as the 70Â°F (21Â°C) in the winter and reach as high as 85Â°F (30Â°C)
in the summer.

Land-Based
"Pleasant diving at Ambergris Caye" 

Belize Pro Divers/Banyan Bay Suites (same location as in Ambergris Caye - San
Pedro, Apr 2019 (Rpt #10889 has 1 Helpful Vote) by Jay Morgan (Email author), GA, US.  and.
 Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Florida, Caymans, Fiji, Australia, Micronesia, Thailand, Cozumel. 
Airport:  BZE (International) SPE (Belize local). Getting There:  
ATL-HOU-BZE-taxi-water taxi-taxi-resort. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, surge. Water:  80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
We were encouraged to stay with the dive master, but not tightly restricted.  We were diving with our
daughter who is a new diver, so stayed with the DM.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
The boats had dedicated camera buckets, but no other camera specific facilities.  No dedicated shore
facilities for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We had a good experience with BPD.  The crew was attentive and very helpful.  After they verified that we
could set up our own equipment the first time, and saw how we set it up, they handled it afterwards, which
was nice.  They also handled rinsing gear between trips, and sanitizing our gear and wetsuits at the end of
our diving.  
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This was a spring break trip with our daughter, a new diver, getting her more acquainted with diving.  Only
two days of diving.  

The first day was to local sites, 5-10 minute trip to the dive sites, and we returned to land for surface
intervals.  2 tank day dive and a 1 tank night dive.  The corals were in good condition, although not
especially colorful.  

On our day dives, we saw lobsters, nurse sharks, one reef shark, a turtle, some banded coral shrimp, and
quite a few small tropical fish.  Also a few French Angels, a decent sized grouper, some sea urchins, some
brittle stars, and a midnight parrot fish.  Dive site were Victoria Canyon and Mermaids lair.

On the night dive to Hoi Chan, we had a very good experience.  We saw several stingrays, an eagle ray, an
anemone that had opened up, a few varieties of crabs and hermit crabs, sea urchins, and a conch. The dive
was topped off by two rare sights - A green moray being cleaned by a banded coral shrimp, and an octopus.

The second day was a 3 tank trip to the Basel Jones area of Ambergris Caye, about a 30 minute boat trip
north. Dive sites were Rocky Point, Robles, and another site called Punta Azul on the way back.  In between
dives, we went back to land to a dock nearby to relax.

This area seemed to be more highly populated with fish life, and the corals were in very good condition. 
We saw more similar types of fish that we saw the day before, and the depth was generally deeper.  We had
one turtle that showed up and swam among us for a bit which was a real treat.  We also saw a number of
lionfish.  No one was prepared for harvesting these, so they were left alone. A pretty good variety of
different pufferfish running around. The main unique fish here was a barracuda about 4 foot long.

------------------------------------
"Our Own Private Dive Resort!" 

Itza Resort, Mar 2019 (Rpt #10876 has 1 Helpful Vote) by  Nancy Balch (Email author),
 CO, US. Reviewer 6 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Mostly Caribbean, Red Sea, Fiji. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
2 hour boat ride that they provide from mainland. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  79 to 80 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  50 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  

Belize: Land: 

    57/836

https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=10876
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=nbalch


2020 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

Large Pelagics:  
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
It's a two hour bumpy, windy boat ride to the resort from Belize City. They pick up/drop off guests on
Wednesdays and Saturdays only. If you want to arrive/leave on other days, that can be arranged for extra
$$s. We had the resort and staff all to ourselves (for two of our seven days, that is) and felt very pampered.
(Can't promise that to subsequent guests.) The diving is very good, with plenty of fish, and a wide variety,
too (i.e., a healthy reef system). Did not see a single Lionfish all week long! 

We had “valet” diving, with our tanks set up and changed and gear rinsed for us. You don your wetsuit in
your room, walk out to the boat, and in the time it takes to put your weight belt on and defog your mask,
you are at the dive site! It's a back roll in, and meet up underwater at the mooring. Dives were typically an
hour long.

Note to the wise on the boat ride to/from to the mainland: On the way back,I wore my dive hood. It tamed
the wind in my hair and reduced the wind roar in my ears to an acceptable level. Also, plan on getting
sometimes salt-water sprayed and your luggage taking on some “dampness”.

Back to the resort, we had Gilroy as our chef. He was very attentive, visiting every table after meals were
served, accepting compliments and suggestions. Our main complaint was that we were fed too much! When
we spoke up about a couple of problems with our room, the manager, Elvis, quickly fixed them.

To extend our time in Belize, we added on four days inland. We found a wonderful little resort in the San
Ignacio area with an activity package. Maya Mountain Lodge serves healthy, tasty food (again, too much!)
We had a day long visit to the Mayan ruins at Tikal, a half day horseback ride to Mayan ruins at
Xunantunich, and a full day visit on the Macal River by boat.

------------------------------------
"Great small boat, divemaster" 

Ramon's Village Resort/Diamante Condos in San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Mar 2019
(Rpt #11065 has 1 Helpful Vote) by Mark Ahola (Email author), NY, US.  and. Dive Experience:  
51-100 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cayman's, Costa Rica, Curacao, Cozumel, Florida Keys, Roatan, St. Lucia. 
Airport:  San Pedro. Getting There:  
puddle jumper from Belize City. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
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Snorkeling:  
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  70 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My wife and I dove with Ramon’s for a week at San Pedro, Ambergris Caye.  Prior to arriving, I emailed
the staff with my plans to dive locally as well as the Blue Hole and/or Turneffe.  I also chartered a boat
them so that some friends could snorkel while we did scuba at Hol Chan.

In emails in the months prior to arrival, staff promptly replied and set up things.  Upon arrival, they were
organized and knew our dive schedule.  Desk staff was perhaps not the warmest/friendliest, but they were
very competent and accommodating.  We changed plans a bit (such as wife only doing 1 dive instead of 2
daily) and they were very accepting of changes.  I had no problems at all with Ramon’s.  We used their
convenient lockers and rinsed equipment after dives.   We had our own gear, though wife rented a BC
which was in good condition.

We are more advanced divers, and Ramon’s put us on a smaller boat with fairly consistent divers
throughout the week.  The divemaster, Juan, was really fantastic.  It may be hard for him to walk as an older
adult (as I am), but in the water, he was like a fish, and had enough air by the end of the dives to find and
retrieve someone’s GoPro on two occasions!  He didn’t get bent going back down, though it wasn’t
extremely deep.  Juan was helpful to those that needed it, gave just enough guidance, found macro and big
fish life, and was also quite friendly (more so than the captain/crew, but I had no negative experiences with
the crew at all).

As for the diving itself, we really enjoyed the local dives at Ambergris Caye.  They were so close that our
surface interval was back on the dock, which enabled 1 tank dive vs. 2.  The reefs were healthy and has
come back from the hurricane a few years ago (though it probably has declined over the past few decades
from global warming).  There were so many nurse sharks swimming with us, including a pregnant one, that
we almost quit looking at them.  We also saw large lobsters, groupers, tangs, barracuda, trunk fish, eels,
dolphin, bull sharks, a huge school of Spanish mackerels, rays, turtles, pufferfish, etc. etc.  Juan led us in
swim throughs in the canyons that we dove, and allowed us to dive our own profiles.  Dive times were
45-55 minutes typically and we went down no lower than 80-90 feet.
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Because the local diving was so good, we decided not to bother with the Blue Hole so we wouldn’t have to
get up so early (and saved some $).  The diving was really about the best we’ve seen in the Caribbean, even
Cozumel, and we are returning to Belize in a few months for more!  We will probably go to Turneffe this
time while we stay for a few days at Caye Caulker.

All in all, I would highly recommend Ramon’s as a dive op.  We ate at their restaurant a few times, and
preferred breakfast over some of their other meals.  We stayed at Diamante Condos which are close to
Ramon’s, but Ramon’s resort seems nice.  It’s a short walk to the center of town.

------------------------------------
"Convenient Diving" 

Ramon's Village Resort, Nov 2019 (Rpt #11276) by  David Van Ryn (Email author), IN, US. 
Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  

]Multiple Caribbean destinations, Pacific,. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Multiple origin airports. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  84 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dove as a group and ascended together. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We dove here as part of a group. Hotel, resort and dive dock are superb. One of the best beaches on
Ambergris Caye. Dock is amazing. Dive shop and facilities are close to shore with docking for multiple
boats. There is snorkeling off the dock and a gorgeous palapa at the end for relaxing out of the sun and
catching the breeze. Gift shop was well stocked and the staff helpful. Dive dock was convenient to the resort
but strangely you could NOT walk from the dock to the resort without walking on the sand. Multiple dive
boats of varying sizes and types. Larger boats were roomy and had plenty of cover from the sun. Rental gear
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appeared to be in good condition. Staff was able to help with minor equipment repairs. Dive crews were
helpful but seemed a bit lax on some things (didn't consistently check Nitrox, etc). I saw at least one diver
on another boat having beer for lunch and diving afterwards. Dives were guided in small groups and ascent
was as a group. Almost never went beyond 55 minutes. Tons of sharks - both nurse and reef. Many turtles.
Good number of groupers. There was a TON of bleached coral noted. Very sad. Overall good experience
but could be more careful regarding rules and regs.

------------------------------------
"My Favorite Dive Resort" 

Resort’s dive masters/Turneffe Flats Resort in Turneffe Atoll Belize, Oct 2018 (Rpt
#10788 has 1 Helpful Vote) by Debra J Miller (Email author), TX, US. 2 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Roatan, Cozumel, Little Cayman. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Non-stop from DFW. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  83 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dives were about 55 minutes on this trip but have had times of 105 min in the past. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There was a bucket dedicated to underwater cameras. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is a very small eco-resort with a max capacity of 25 guests.  Resort also caters to fly fishermen and has
an outstanding snorkel program.  The owners work very hard to see that the reefs stay healthy by working
with Belize government.  And all the guests are treat very well by the employees of this small resort.  The
dive masters at the resort are very helpful in finding fish to show guests.  I think the reefs in this area are
beautiful with enough fishes to keep me busy searching for all the hidden ones.   On a typical dive day you
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head out at 7:30 in the morning and stay on the covered dive boat all day to do your 3 dives.  the resort
packs a picnic lunch for you to eat on the dive boat.  There is a choice of 5 items.   One day during the week
we go to the Blue Hole area for our 3 dives.  If the group decides not to dive the Blue Hole we are allowed
to do 3 dives in the area and those dives are always beautiful.  I cannot say enough good things about this
resort.  Also this is a valet dive resort.

We did have cloudy days and some rain but not enough to keep us from diving.  I was there during  storm
season.

------------------------------------
"Whale shark diving in Belize" 

Seahorse Diving/Private condos in Glover Reef, Apr 2019 (Rpt #11091) 
by Al Underbrink (Email author), AL, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
All over the Caribbean, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 
Airport:  Placencia. Getting There:  
Connections through Belize City. 30 minutes in small plane or 4 hours driving on largely unpaved roads . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  78 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Maximum depth and time. Some of the dives were open ocean and required the dive group to stay together .

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The goal of my group of experienced divers was to see whale sharks. The whale sharks follow schools of
snapper and feed off their spawn. Spawning occurs around the full moon cycle (2-4 days) from about
February to June. The dive objective is to swim in 200+ feet deep water, locate a school of snapper, and
wait for the whale sharks to swim over and feed. Dive depths are typically 60-80 feet and the schools of
snapper below are massive. However, in four dives, we did not see any whale shark at all. Perhaps warming
ocean temperatures have changed the habits of either or both of the snapper and whale sharks. After two
days of kicking around following the snapper, the dive operators confided that there had been NO sightings
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the entire season. We abandoned our original plan and went reef diving for the remainder of the week. 

As disappointing as the whale shark dives were, the reef diving was a unique experience. The reefs are in a
marine preserve and are thus well protected and healthy. The Seahorse divemasters, as with many
Caribbean operators, actively hunted lion fish. Over time, nurse sharks have come to learn this. On most
dives, there were up to a half dozen following our dive group. However, following doesn't truly describe
their behavior. The nurse sharks were our hunting partners. They swam beside us, pointed out lion fish by
swimming in tight circles around them, and waited for a wounded lion fish to be fed to them on a stick (the
spear). Many times per dive, anyone who sank to near the bottom to look under a ledge might be bumped by
a nurse shark anxious to be first in line. Even if you weren't spear fishing. They were like hunting dogs and
were a lot of fun. 

All of these dives are 30+ miles from the dive operation. Boat rides were 60-90 minutes, so I understand
why people prefer liveaboards in this area. The boats are fine for short rides, but are not particularly
comfortable for such long periods of time. The distance and transit time generally limited us to two tanks
per day, but three tanks are sometimes offered. For many, that may not be enough. On such long day trips,
we were served a decent lunch on the boat or more often on a small island with a resort and restaurant. Not
luxurious, but rustic. I didn't mind it at all and considered the trips as adventures. 

------------------------------------
"Relaxing vacation with diving" 

Turneffe Island Resort, Apr 2019 (Rpt #11359) by Joel Horie (Email author), UT, US. 
Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Belize, Grand Cayman, Socal, Bonaire. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Not all airlines have daily service. All the major US carriers would work for a 7 day stay, but check for a
midweek stay. If you're flight is late and you miss the resort water taxi, it's your additional cost to get to the
resort. There is no scheduled ferry/water taxi.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Stay with group, but could ascend on your own at the end of the dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Small tub on the small boats, though we never had anyone on our boat with a large camera rig. Large tub
and table on the large boat to Blue Hole. Large camera rinse tank on the dock.Crew was good about handing
cameras down and up.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Party of four in two rooms. Did two morning dive. Three on the Blue Hole day and three on the Thursday
night dive. It's pricey, but isolated, quiet, relaxing. A lot of options for fishing as well. The rooms/cabins
south of the main lodge look relatively new, and have a breakwater/ dock that protects a beach area. The
entire staff was very nice and ready if you needed something.

Reefs generally healthy looking. Some Lion fish, that DM Brad would occasionally spear. The morays,
nurse sharks and large snappers and groupers enjoyed the lion fish. You can rent a Hawaiian sling if you
like. Brad is a super DM. Lots of local knowledge. Laid back, but instructive when need be. Ready with
extra weights or a mask(my mask frame cracked on the first dive). Big stuff: Gray and Black tip reef
sharks(just solitary), nurse sharks, turtles, Southern Sting rays. Goliath Grouper. There is local fishing on
the other cayes, but we saw a healthy amount of snapper and Nassau grouper. Lots of the usual.  Back roll
entry and side ladder exit. No shade, so bring a hat, but most ride were 5 to 10 minutes. Surface interval was
back at the dock for most dives. 

They take a large boat to The Blue Hole(Newton 42 or 46?) The Blue Hole was a slightly murky wall dive
for us. It's 130', so down, around a few stalactites and then back up the wall. I recommend the trip though,
It's about an hour and a half to the blue hole, but then a shore lunch and very nice dives at Half Moon Caye
and Long Caye. I'd take a long boat ride, even it was just for Half Moon and Long Caye. 

Mini fridge, with beer, soda, water and snacks free. Charge for refills on beverages and snacks. Coffee tea
in the morning delivered to door step. Sunday dinner was snapper and key line pie. Seconds on everything.
Nice breeze 10 knots during the day. Šand fleas and Mosquitoes at sunset. A few biting flies. Dive master
Brad and captain  John. TIR time one hour ahead of Belize mainland. Bartender  Fidel. Laura at bar. Joanne
in restaurant. They know your name the second day.

"Happy hour" snacks, at the bar or Pool  side. artichoke dip and crackers and plantain chips, conch fritters,
flat bread pizzas. Fried shrimp with aoli.

Lunch, lasagne,  beef patties wraps,  beach Lunch chicken salad sandwiches and three salads. Dinner was
Snapper, turkey breast, roast  pork loin.  Tuna steak, snapper, beef tenderloin, cioppiono. Sides, rice, grilled
veggies, mashed potatoes, potatoes au gratin, chayote with mixed grilled veggies and goat cheese. Desserts.
Ice cream, great bread pudding! Always offered additional servings of everything. One of our sons had two
entrees most nights.

Breakfast, cold cereals, sweet and plain yogurt, muffins. Order off the menu,plus a daily special.  Pancakes,
French toast, meats, Benedict, eggs  to order. Hot sauce beware.
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Could use an early meal for night divers or save dinner or sandwiches for after dive at the bar. Don't plan on
wifi for  much more than email. Can use office computer for real internet if you need it. Down load books,
user manuals, etc before you leave home. 

 Bug spray provided most places. Bar, dive shop, etc. Normal amenities in bath room, plus small sunscreen.
Indoor and outdoor  shower, most rooms.If you rent a BC, you'll use a weight belt.

They have weight belt keepers, my weights kept trying to slide off the belt.

Bring  bottle stopper for beverages in the fridge. Bring colored hair scrunchies or bands to ID  your weight
belt. My weight belts got  mixed up with another diver. Long pants, shirt, chap stick, hat for Blue Hole trip;
shore lunch and  bird island tour.

Quad plug outlets by nightstands. Nice looking hardwood floor, walls, outdoor furniture. All rooms have
screened in porches with adirondack chairs. Rooms have rear entrance with exterior showers, that enter the
regular shower area. Well maintained paint. New dock and breakwater addition, with chairs, benches and
swing bed. Lots of places to sit and hang out. New Hobbie cat. Big sport fishing boat. Large center console
sport fisher. 6 flats casting boats. Semi rigid tow boat. Dive boat,  large Taxi dive boat. Fancy high speed
runabout.

The Raddisson is at the dock where the resort will pick you up. It's a good place to stay, if you come in the
night before. If you arrive the day of check-in, you can hang out at their pool and bar. The resort boat is
very nice, with interior seating and a welcome rum or regular punch.

------------------------------------
"Caribbean diving at its best" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Offshore reef island, May 2019 (Rpt #10976 has 1 Helpful
Vote) by  Jeffrey D Hubbard MD (Email author), NY, US. Sr. Contributor 28 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Bahamas, Fernando de Noronha, Australia, Fiji, PNG, Micronesia, Hawai'i. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Good connections through ATL, IAH . . . 
Our on-time experience with Delta has been excellent.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  82 to 87 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to  Feet. 
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Back under boat w 500 psi but nobody bird-dogs you.  No decompression diving.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Many luxury resorts offer scuba diving through an outside operator, along with tennis, shopping & c.  Not
Turneffe Island Resort.  Diving is a major part of the operation, run by full-time employees on a real
schedule – none of the, “Well, we’ll see about tomorrow sometime...”  One of the general managers comes
diving...when did you last see that?  (The other major activity is fishing, and the fisherfolk, international in
origins like the divers, say that operation is equal in quality to the diving.)  There are snorkel trips, but we
didn't.

Diving is from small boats with big motors and midline racks for 10 or 12 tanks.  Could handle 10 divers,
we never saw more than 8 or 9, usually 4 - 6.  Back-roll entry, good ladder over the stern for recovery.  No
cover, no shower, no head, but plenty of dry towels and fresh fruit, and the boat goes back to island after
every dive.  You could bring a water bottle (supplied) and there is a fridge in every room.  Shower, gear
storage & head at the dock.  The run from the dock to dive site rarely exceeds 15 minutes, among the
picturesque islands.  About 15 dives a week offered; we did 29 in 2 weeks.  The crew handles all the gear
between your set-up on day 1 and when they break it down and thoroughly wash it after the last dive.  

The diving is excellent, all the Caribbean usual suspects.  We were blessed with being on the boat with the
incomparable Brad: careful diver and guide, all-knowing reef biology expert. “We will see what Mother
Nature has in store for us today...and whatever it is, we will thank her.”  His joy at seeing a marlin (with
dorsal fin up) at the site The Elbow was as great as my own.  Most dives are drift, safety stops are usually
on the reef, and the boat picks up the divers where they surface.  Dives are guided, not herded, with no
arbitrary limits or nagging.

Nitrox is available, but not necessary for 2-3 dives/day.  We exceeded 80 ft depth only 3 times, 2 of them in
the Blue Hole (133 ft.)  We like the Hole (probably our 7th & 8th dives in it) but the real attraction is that
the all-day Blue Hole trip includes dives on Long Cay Wall and Halfmoon Wall, the best dives of the week,
and a picnic (served by resort staff who traveled with.)  That trip is on one of the larger boats, with cover,
head and comfortable seats.

The service is excellent all round.  The food is good, and the formerly overabundant peppers are decreasing
over the years.  

Excellent connections through Atlanta & Houston.  Island will arrange transfers from/to airport.  The Island
transport boat docks @ Ft. George Radisson Hotel (Saturday & Wednesday), which is a nice place to spend
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a night or two (we always fly in a day early, just in case.)

Our favorite dive resort, after over 2000 (each of us) dives in 15 countries.  Maybe it will be yours.

------------------------------------
"Still Amazing" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island Resort], Oct 2019 (Rpt #11212) 
by Kevin Darnell (Email author), TX, US. Contributor 13 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Cayman Islands, Cozumel, Turks & Caicos, St. Thomas, St. Croix, Roatan, Utila,  Australia, Palau, Yap,
Fiji, Maldives, Cocos Island. Florida Keys, Belize, Cuba, BVI. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Direct flights from DFW, Houston, Miami, Atlanta. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy, currents. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[No Deco diving, Come up with 500 PSI. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
There were not any camera storage on the boats but the crew did do a good job taking care of cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our 2nd trip to Turneffe Island Resort and if anything it has improved since our last trip. The resort
is on a 13 acre island 35 miles off the coast of Belize in the southern end of the Turneffe Atoll. The Resort
offers Diving, Snorkeling, and Fishing. The diving was very good and ranged from drift dives in ripping
current, to wall dives with lots of Grey Reef and Blacktip sharks, to going to the Great Blue Hole early
enough to beat the crowds and doing a deep dive among the stalagmites and reef sharks. Other unique
things we saw were spotted Toadfish, Arrow Blennies, Loggerhead Turtles, and an assortment of
Nudibranches. There was some coral bleaching particularly with the Plate Coral but the other corals
especially the Staghorn seemed to be in very good shape. Some of the fisherman also saw Manatees and
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Crocodiles. The resort itself is very nice with small cabins with No Television and No Phones. The rooms
have large screened porches overlooking the sea and outdoor showers. Meals are served at set times and
served " Family Style" This is one of our 2 favorite resorts and I can't recommend Turneffe Island Resort
enough.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Late Summer in Belize" 
Aggressor Fleet in Lighthouse Reef, the Blue Hole, Oct 2018 (Rpt #11062) 
by James Vincett (Email author), NM, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Sea of Cortez, Southern California, Hawaii, Cozumel. 
Airport:  Belize City. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  87 to 90 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
 mm. Visibility:  60 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
100 foot depth, but some divers ignored this.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  Squadrons. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Separate rinse tanks for equipment. Ample space for setup.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We dove in Belize with the Aggressor Fleet in late September, early October 2018.

This was our first liveaboard experience, and we were not disappointed. The Aggressor IV is large, and
because it was only at half capacity for this trip, very comfortable. The staff was very attentive. The food
was excellent. Wine and beer are included, and one guest brought his own whiskey. However, the boat is
showing its age, but this did not detract from the trip at all. Our stateroom was on the lowest deck, but was
the largest, with a king size bed. All staterooms had washrooms. We were lucky, the other guests were very
friendly, knowledgeable, experienced divers. The diving deck is large and the crew always helped you don
and remove your dive equipment. Access to the water was off the back of the boat, with a ladder and safety
stop bar with a second stage available for those low on air. A smaller boat was always available in case of
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