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directly attributable to the island’s remote location and the resort staffs’ laser focus on taking care of the
environment.

Our last day we requested a reef dive and the staff agreed, sort of.  I think the problem with the more
shallow reef dives from the staffs’ perspective is the fact that the bigger animals tend to hang out in deeper
water.

While the diving is very rigid — you dive only when and where the staff tells you to dive — the snorkeling
is much more flexible.   Guests can snorkel on their own.  The snorkeling is fantastic.  

The dive shop policies were inefficient and frustrating. The morning dives are  scheduled for 8 am.
Everyone with their own gear is typically ready to go by 8 am. However, the dive shop does not open until 8
am for rental gear pickup.  In addition, they tend to issue rental gear one piece at time.  So gear pick up is a
laborious and rushed process.  To make matters worse, they would repeatedly issue gear with broken
buckles and missing straps necessitating additional trips through the pickup line.  The worst part of the
whole process was the fact that they make you turn in your gear at the end of each day and then reissue you
different gear the next day.  So you end up have to go through the same frustrating and inefficient process
everyday.  They should just let you keep the same gear for the duration of your time on the island.  

While we weren’t particularly impressed with the dive operation, the eco resort itself is fantastic.   They
offer a range of accommodations options.  We stayed in one of the Garden Units.  It was basic but
comfortable.

We opted to purchase the breakfast and dinner buffets, but not the lunch buffet.  The buffets were tasty with
a nice range of options.  For lunch, we ordered off the sandwich menu.  It was fine.

The resort has a well run educational center.   We thoroughly enjoyed their science lectures and island tours.
 

The eco resort is the only development on the island.  The operation is VERY environmentally friendly.
They desalinate their own water, generate almost all of their electricity using solar panels, and process all
waste on site.  The “behind the scenes” tour offered through the educational center was fascinating.  

Five days on the island was a nice stay.  Most people seemed to be staying for fewer days. 

In summary, we were disappointed in the dive operation but otherwise thoroughly enjoyed our stay on Lady
Elliott Island.  If you go, take your own gear and leave time for snorkeling so you get to see the best coral.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"The Great Barrier Reef is Still Great" 
Mike Ball Spoilsport, Sep 2019 (Rpt #11187) by Jacob Rosenstein (Email author), CA, US. 
Contributor 12 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Costa Rica, Hawaii, Fiji, Indonesia, Palau, Red Sea, California Channel Islands, Cuba, Sea of
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Cortez, Galapagos. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
International flights go to Sydney first, then transfer to the domestic terminal to flights for Cairns.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  74 to 76 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
30 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Not deeper than your Nitrox MOD and not longer than 60 minutes, although many divers had longer dive
times with shallower depths.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There is ample camera table room for photo and video buffs. Camera rinse buckets and air hoses are
provided. It's a safe environment, as there are no charging stations on the dive deck. Charging of camera and
dive gear is in cabins only.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I booked my Coral Sea trip through Dive Discovery. Although they were thorough in the past,  there were
glitches this time around. The Mike Ball office address had not been updated in 5 years, so we were sent to
the wrong place. Also, the Diver Booking Information Package had not been forwarded to the dive operator.
I had to fill out detailed questions regarding my dive history 4 days before the trip while in Melbourne, with
no access to my dive logs which were in a Cairns hotel. Sorry Undercurrent, you had recommended this
travel agent in the past! 

   Anyway, the diving was fantastic for the most part. Our first dive at Goggle Gardens was rather bland.
Coral were colorless and few fish. It got better at Pixie Pinnacle, which had profuse marine life on this dive
site. Due to rough seas, the diving itinerary was changed, and Bougainville Reef was not on our route. The
boat headed north instead. We had great dives at Osprey Reef, where shark feed at North Horn attracted
many White tips, Grey Reefs, and solitary Silver tip sharks, and at Admiralty Anchor, where a tunnel
created a swim-thru with an old anchor. TMO was also on the dive route, and Norsigan Reef south of it.
Other famous dive sites, like Ribbon Reef #10, Cod Hole, Lighthouse Bommie, and Steve's Bommie were
also on the route. The reefs were healthy, except for some sand deposited by storms at the beginning of
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some sites. Water visibility was good at some dive areas but not all. There were schools of Jacks and
Barracuda on many dives as well as lots of big Potato Cod and a huge Bump Head parrotfish on our last
dive.

   Kudos to the dive crew. They were meticulous in planning and guiding divers who wanted their expertise
in these locations. They were also helpful in aiding with dive gear. As noted above, rough seas plagued us
for the first 3 days. There are no grab bars in the showers, or in common areas like galley or lounge, which
for older divers can be problematic. Otherwise, the "Accommodations" section would receive 5 stars. Food
was delicious and varied, but more fruit for breakfast and lunch would be a great addition to meat, cereal
and eggs. There's a no gloves policy for divers, but the pro photog wore fingerless gloves.

------------------------------------
"Three Days Aboard the ScubaPro III on the Great Barrier Reef" 

Pro Dive in Cairns - Great Barrier Reef, Apr 2019 (Rpt #11275) by Matthew Glass 
(Email author), MA, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
I've dived all over South Florida, New England and parts of the Caribbean.. 
Airport:  Cairns (CNS). Getting There:  
Once in Australia, it's an easy flight from major cities (Melbourne, Sydney) to Cairns.  We flew Jetstar, a
local carrier.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Queensland requires all divers wear a full body skin when in the water.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
The boat wasn't really set up for any serious photography, which is surprising, given that it IS the Great
Barrier Reef.  There was a single small camera bucket that mostly had a few GoPros and my TG5.  As for
the subjects - see my comments about the reef in general.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Overall, the Great Barrier Reef is in tough condition due to the bleaching events of recent years.  This can
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be seen in the vast areas of damaged corals, and struggling ecosphere.  We were fortunate to have our boat
mooring on the outer portion of the reef, as the areas closer to shore - those often visited by the dayboats
with dozens and dozens of divers - are in even worse shape.  "An underwater graveyard" was how it was
described to me.  But the reef was still unfortunately somewhat of a letdown for us.  Perhaps we just
expected too much.

The coral formations were in many ways incredible - huge tables, large pinnacles, giant mushrooms and
other interesting shapes.  But for all the eye-catching geometry, the color and vibrancy was not what we
were hoping for.  Loads of small fish darted in and out of the coral and small schools of other reef fish, like
bumphead parrotfish congregated here and there, and we did get to see a number of white-tip reef sharks on
the night dives.  Despite being so close to the outer edge of the reef, near the continental dropoff, we didn't
get to see the larger pelagic fish one might expect there.

On the plus side, the crew were fantastic.  Super-friendly and eager to help.  Our main dive guide gave very
helpful and detailed briefings before each dive, so we knew how to best navigate each site to maximize our
enjoyment.  He would suggest where, for example, one of the regular turtles may be found napping or
eating, or where the most interesting swim-throughs could be found.  The food was plentiful and decent and
the chef was certain to make sure everyone had enough and wasn't going hungry.

Given the overall cost for our three days - about $600 per person - the accommodations were as could be
expected; not plush, but comfortable and pleasant.  The dive deck was a little crowded when everyone was
kitting up.  Fortunately for the first two days, nearly half the divers were still completing their open water
checkout dives, so they weren't on the deck until after we were in the water.  The top deck could be crowded
with the younger divers hanging out and sunning themselves and doing what young folks do.  But only
when everyone was obligated to be in the same spaces - the dive deck, the dining room, the top deck - did it
feel a little crowded.

------------------------------------
"Good value but . . ." 

ProDive Cairns in Cairns, Apr 2019 (Rpt #11087) by  Hugh E Aaron (Email author), FL, US. 
Contributor 15 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  

USVI, BVI, California, Hawaii, Cozumel, Isla Mujeres, Caymans, Curacao, Dominica, Roatan, Belize,
Saba, St, Barths, St Kitts, Nevis, Saint Martin, Culebra, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, Bahamas,
Bonaire, Thailand. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
Cairns has an international airport with good connections from/to most anywhere.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
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Visibility:  20 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
One hour time limit.  Diving was fairly flexible.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We spent over two weeks in the Cairns area in April 2019.  In addition to two live aboard trips out of Cairns
(ProDive and Reef Encounter), we stayed in downtown Cairns and Port Douglas before, between and after
the live aboard trips.  We loved Cairns, especially bicycling around town and all of the inexpensive
international restaurants.  Port Douglas was a little too crowded for us and seemed like a bit of a tourist trap.
 When not diving, we particularly enjoyed visiting the world-class Cairns Botanical Gardens and the
spectacular Daintree National Park.  Also, don’t miss the evening lecture at Reef Teach in Cairns.

Pro Dive is a high volume operation that offers inexpensive live aboard diving for those that want to get in a
lot of diving in a short time.  The crew and guests were fairly serious divers.  There were not a lot of
beginners or non divers, although the diving would be fine for beginners.  The boat is a monohull that
leaves from the Cairns Marina and spends three days on the GBR.  The crossing to and from the reef was
rough.  Some guests got seasick.

As might be expected for a budget operation, many of the guests were young backpacker types from all over
the world.  Although we are couple in our late 50s, we enjoyed the young crowd.

The boat stays on the GBR for three days moving between dive sites all of which were very close together. 
Consequently, we only experienced a tiny section of the total GBR.  We did four dives the first day,
including a night dive, and three dives on days two and three.  We skipped the day 2 night dive.

The dive briefings were excellent.  The boat was full and the dive deck was crowded.  Gearing up was a
challenge. Everyone dove at their own pace and we were not required to follow a dive guide.  We liked that.
 In mid-April the water was quite comfortable without wetsuits.  Stinger suits (dive skins) were required
although stinger season was pretty much over. 

The three areas we dove were Milln, Flynn and Hastings reefs.  All of the dives sites showed a lot of stress. 
We were not sure how much of that was due to the heavy volume of divers, nutrient overload, rising sea
temperature or other causes.  Our best guess is the reef health has been affected by all these factors.  That
said, being mostly Caribbean divers, we found the diving interesting with a nice variety of pacific corals and
fish.
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The food was basic but good.  The main cabin lounge was tight but comfortable for eating meals.  The boat
did not offer many other comfortable areas for relaxing.  

Our cabin was uncomfortable.  It was tiny with stacked bunk beds.  Getting in and out of the top bunk was
challenging.  The top bunk would not be usable by anyone with any physical limitations.  There was no
storage in the cabin.  Everything must be “stowed” on the floor or on the bed.   There are shared heads
throughout the boat.  We never had much of a wait to get head access.  The heads were kept very clean. The
boat stays moored on the reef at night and, like most monohulls, it rocked back and forth on the mooring all
night.

In summary, ProDive offers an inexpensive live aboard with a lot of GBR dives over three days.  But the
dive sites are struggling and the accommodations leave a lot to be desired.  If we go back to north
Queensland, we will probably try diving some of the reefs off of Port Douglas.  We heard that they may be
in a little better shape.  The other alternative is one of the longer live aboard trips that dive more remote
areas of north Queensland (such as Mike Ball’s trips).  But they are much more expensive.

------------------------------------
"Great value, comfortable and fun, but medicore diving" 

Reef Encounter in Cairns, Apr 2019 (Rpt #11090) by  Hugh E Aaron (Email author), FL, US. 
Contributor 15 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  

USVI, BVI, California, Hawaii, Cozumel, Isla Mujeres, Caymans, Curacao, Dominica, Roatan, Belize,
Saba, St, Barths, St Kitts, Nevis, Saint Martin, Culebra, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, Bahamas,
Bonaire, Thailand. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
Easy.  Cairns has a modern airport with good connections both domestic and internationally.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  80 to 80 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  20 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
40 minute dive time, which we found frustrating. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
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[None]. 
----- Overall Comments -----

Reef Encounter bills their live aboard operation as a “boutique floating hotel.”  It is somewhat unique in that
Reef Encounter, a 115 foot power catamaran, remains offshore on the GBR for months at a time.  Guests are
transported to and from Reef Encounter on the Reef Experience, a high speed catamaran that leaves from
the Cairns Marina around 7:30 am every day.  That means that you can pick the number of days you want to
stay on Reef Encounter.  We selected a four day stay which was longer than most people seemed to be
staying.  Four days, however, turned out to be about right for us.

The crossings to and from Reef Encounter on the Reef Experience were pleasant.  While the late April seas
were fairly choppy, Reef Experience is a comfortable, fast vessel that can handle rough seas.  

The guests were generally not serious divers.  In fact, a fair number were not divers at all.  Most of them
snorkeled.  Others were beginner divers.  In general, it was a younger crowd.  There were also a fair number
of families.  With people coming and going everyday we met a lot of interesting people. 

Reef Encounter moves a couple of times each day.  Although by the end of day three we were repeating
dive sites.  All of the dive sites were on one of the same three reefs — Hastings, Norman and Saxon.  We
did three dives on our arrival day, four dives on each full day and two dives on our departure day.   There
are six published dive times every day, including a night dive. Divers can pick when they want to dive from
among the six designated times, but are limited to four dives per day.

We were on board during an Australian national holiday.  The Aussies love to travel.  Consequently, most
days, the boat was full with about 42 guests.  The dive deck was usually crowded and chaotic.  We were
assigned bins for our gear, but the gear still tended to get mixed up.  The dive briefings were ok, not great. 
The day we left only a few guests remained for the evening.  They most likely had a more relaxed
experience.

Diving was from a large platform on the stern.  We suited up on deck and walked down a set of stairs to the
often crowded dive platform.  Getting in and out of the water was probably the least pleasant aspect of
diving on Reef Encounter.  Once in the water, everyone dove at their own pace.  We were not required to
follow a dive guide.  We liked that.  The crew had a very good system for checking divers in and out of the
water.  

The late April water was still comfortable without wetsuits.  Stinger suits (dive skins) were required
although stinger season was pretty much over. 

All of the dives sites showed a lot of stress.  In addition to the large number of people on Reef Encounter,
there were numerous other dive boats on the same sites.   Even without pollution and global warming, there
is no way those reefs could thrive given the huge volume of divers and snorkelers that visit those same sites
every week.  We suspect that Hastings, Norman and Saxon are probably the most dived reefs on the entire
GBR. 

Reef Encounter is an old boat and it shows.  The brochure describes the vessel as offering “luxury
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accommodations.”  That is a stretch.  On the other hand, Reef Encounter is relatively inexpensive.   And, the
crew could not have been nicer.  In this case, you get what you pay for.  We thought it was a good value.

Probably the most luxurious aspect of Reef Encounter is the meals, especially the dinners, which bordered
on fine dining.  

The boat offered a lot of comfortable areas for lounging.  Even with a full boat one could usually find a
comfortable place to relax.  We especially enjoyed the upper deck as the views of the GBR were
spectacular.  

Our cabin was comfortable and spacious, with two decent beds, an ensuite head with shower and plenty of
storage space.  We slept well as the boat is relatively stable even in sloppy seas. 

In summary, Reef Encounter offers a lot of fun at price that won’t break the bank.  Just don’t expect
spectacular diving. 

------------------------------------
"Definately A Bucket List Check-off" 

Spirit of Freedom in Great Barrier Reef and Coral S, Jul 2019 (Rpt #10991 has 1
Helpful Vote) by  Peyton Williams (Email author), VA, US. 2 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Barbados, Caba, Hawaii, Bonaire, Curacao,USVI, BVI, Cozumel, Great Barrier Reef, St. Lucia, Curacao,
NC wrecks. 
Airport:  Cairns. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, currents, no currents. Water:  79 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
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Lots of variety.  Included both macro and big critter.. 
----- Overall Comments -----

This was a bucket list item for us.  From the time we got on board until we debarked again in Cairns, we
had a stellar experience.

I have never seen a crew that worked so well together with even the skipper taking a hand at washing the
dishes.  

They all emphasized safety whether diving or around the boat.

The wildlife was as good as we had hoped.  There are two standard feeds that occur.  The first was of the
potato cod.  The wranglers brought them in to where each of. us could get some great photos.  The shark
feeding (in the Coral Sea) gave us a chance to see some interesting interactions among species. We were
there in late October of 2018 and bleaching of. the coral was not prevalent most of the trip.

The cabins were comfortable.  The food excellent.  When close to shore, wi-fi was available.    The saying
was, "If you're wet, it's time to eat.  If you are dry, it's time to dive."

------------------------------------
"Winter Diving in Aus" 

Spirit of Freedom in Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea, Jul 2019 (Rpt #11076 has 1
Helpful Vote) by Dave Jackson (Email author), UT, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Costa Rica, Hawaii, Cozumel, Isla Mujures, Akumal, Little Cayman, Cayman Brac, Grand Cayman, BVI,
Utila, Roatan, Belize, Glover's Atoll, Long Caye, West Palm, Puerto Rico, St Martin, Florida, Hawaii, Saba,
Statia, Bonaire, Grenada,  Rocky Mountain West. 
Airport:  Cairns, Queensland, AUS. Getting There:  
Houston, USA to Sydney, AUS to Cairns, AUS. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, cloudy. Seas:  choppy, currents. Water:  73 to 74 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  60 to 200 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive your computer. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
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Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Nice photo table near the suit up area and charging area in the salon. Lots of advanced and professional
photogs on the boat.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is really an experienced, advanced dive experience this time of year. The surface was choppy and there
was plenty of currents to deal with. Still it was some of the best diving I have done. The dwarf minke
whales were an unbelievable experience to dive and snorkel with.  Osprey reef in the Coral Sea didn't
disappoint with reef sharks on every dive. We even saw two scalloped hammerheads. We saw a stone fish
the size of a basketball and a cuttlefish larger than a cinder block. The GBR dives had every type of
nudibraches you can conceive and plenty of tropicals. 

The Spirit of Freedoms accommodations were better than most. The food was excellent. The Staff were
professional, ran a tight ship but still made the week a lot of fun. 

I would do this trip again in a heart beat and hope to return soon.

------------------------------------

Bahamas (8 Reports)

Bahamas Diving Overview: 
From the Spanish meaning shallow seas, the archipelago of the Bahamas spread from close by Florida to the
Turks & Caicos Islands with the only really deep water close to New Providence that bears the capital
Nassau. Some islands, notably the Abacos and Grand Bahama, are easily accessible from Florida. The
diving varies substantially among islands, with some pretty reefs and others affected by algae, decent
tropicals, and resorts that feed sharks. Liveaboards out of Florida take divers to spots with bigger fish in the
flow of the Gulf Stream as do operators in Bimini and Grand Bahama. Keep the hurricane season, June
through November, in mind; winter weather means low 70Â°F (20Â°c) water and sweaters in the evening;
night temperature is cool if winter air blows off the continent. Most of the islands escaped damage from the
twin hurricanes of 2017.

Bahamas Seasonal Planner: 
The Bahamas are not in the Caribbean but the sub-tropical Atlantic. May through November is summer in
the Bahamas. During these months, the most rain falls and air temperatures average about 81Â°F (27Â°C).
Winter can bring surprisingly cool weather, with averages reduced to about 70Â°F (21Â°C), and cooler
water means more rubber. You wonâ€™t go far wrong with a 5mm wetsuit and hood. Northerlies can
disrupt diving during winter months. The islands south of Nassau (such as Great Exuma, San Salvador, and
Long Island) usually stay a degree or two warmer. Easterly trade winds predominate for most of the year,
but there is usually a lee to be found for diving.

Land-Based

Bahamas: Land: 
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