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Australia (9 Reports)

Australia Diving Overview: 
A vast continental island bordered by the Indian Ocean the Coral Sea and the South Atlantic, with diving as
varied. The Queensland coast is most popular for diving with Cairns the jumping-off point for the Great
Barrier Reef. It is a youth-oriented, tropical city with plenty of hotels and restaurants as well as an
assortment of day boats going to the Reef and overnight trips to Cod Hole at Lizard Island. Cairn's "beach"
is a mud flat dotted with roseate spoonbills and other tropical birds, and you can visit the reptile farm to
gawk at saltwater crocodiles eating chickens or take the Kuranda Railway for a look at a magnificent
waterfall . . .

The best diving, with pristine reefs and oodles of fish, is to the north of Port Douglas, reachable only by
liveaboard during their summer months, roughly November to March.

Further offshore by a two-hour boat ride from Cairns, the Ribbon Reefs are known for big sharks, lots of
them, including fleets of bronze whalers . . . Pack safety sausages, whistles, strobes, mirrors, and any other
safety devices that would make you noticeable if a current carries you too far from the boat. However,
Aussie dive rules are now tight (far tighter than the Florida Keys, for example), with redundant head counts
after every dive . . .

Lizard Island is the northernmost land-based operation; they have day trips to Cod Hole (Ribbon Reef #10)
to pet-friendly, refrigerator-sized potato cod, locally known as groper. Although the GBR has had some bad
press, better by a hundred miles is the Coral Sea, whose outlying atolls and pinnacles such as Flinders Reef
offer some of the best diving in the world. To the south, the current-blasted wreck of the Yongala out from
Townsville is often claimed to be the best fish-covered wreck in the world . . .

Moving from Queensland south, you'll pass from full-on tropics, with such places as the eco-resort at Lady
Elliot Island and Heron Island at the barrier reef's southern end, through temperate water, to chilly water in
Sydney, and finally into the really cold stuff when you reach Tasmania . . . Don't worry about the Great
White in the GBR; they hang around south of Sydney, off Adelaide where the water is cooler, although
Rodney Fox and his son operate cage dives for those who are interested. The Indian Ocean coast of
Australia is notable for whale sharks, where seaplanes from Exmouth lead dive boats to aggregations at
Ningaloo Reef.

Australia Seasonal Planner: 
Australia's winter is during the Northern Hemisphere's summer. Summer weather in the tropical north,
including Queensland, is sultry and oppressive, with tropical showers . . . Water temperature is below
80Â°F (27Â°C) and cooler in their winter, so bring rubber. Visibility can be in the 50ft (15m) range. That's
the easy part. From there, it gets increasingly complex. Queensland's diving areas are vast. Cyclone season
is January through March; April, May, and June see heavy trade winds. The best season to dive Queensland
on a liveaboard (really the only way to see the best) is July through November. Best vis at Osprey Reef, in
the northern Coral Sea, is between June and September.
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On the other side of the country, 2250 miles away in Western Australia, whale sharks congregate at
Ningaloo Reef during March and April. Summers (December to February) are hot and dry
(63Â°-86Â°F/17Â°-30Â°C) while winters are relatively cool at 53-74Â°F (11-23Â°C).

New South Wales (inc. Sydney) is cooler, with the average highs 79Â°F (26Â°C) in summer (though many
days exceed 100Â°F/38Â°C), to as low as 44Â°F (7Â°C) in winter, with an average high of 58Â°F (14Â°C)
in Victoria, where snow falls over high ground, and Tasmania is even colder.

Land-Based
"Port Douglas Great Barrier Reef Casual Diving" 

Diver’s Den/Meridian in Port Douglas , Nov 2019 (Rpt #11350) by Jim (Email author),
 WA, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Puget Sound, Cozumel, Hawaii, Bonaire, Jamaica. 
Airport:  Cairns . Getting There:  
Fly to Cairns, transfer to Port Douglas . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  . Water:  77 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  70 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No solo diving
2 50 minute dives or
2 40 and 1 50 minute dive. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
No photographers beside the boat photographer on this trip. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was not a dive trip, but since I came all the way to Australia I had to get in a few dives. In between
Melbourne and Sydney we went to Port Douglas. It was recommended to not be as touristy as Cairns. It was
a pleasant small town which we enjoyed. I personally cannot compare it to Cairns, but people said it was
less crowded. I dove mid November while my wife snorkeled. 

We went to Agincourt and St. Crispin Reefs. The coral was in pristine condition with very little bleaching.
Lots of fish. Great dives. Big dive deck on the AquaQuest. Snorkelers were never in the way of divers. All
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ScubaPro equipment but I brought my own. Stinger suits (apparently not the right season for them) and wet
suits provided. 

Dive masters were knowledgeable, professional, and friendly. Good at pointing out things that might have
been missed. Dive times were limited, but with limited surface intervals dive time was comparable in 3
dives to doing 2 dives with Cozumel’s Aldora Divers (over 2 hours). Surface was almost calm and there
was little current. Food on the boat was very good and they made sure you got enough. Good
communication (emails) from the states when I had questions. 

We stayed at the Meridian which was close to Four Mile Beach and not far from the marina. Free pickup
from Divers Den, but could have walked. We would stay there again. Nice people and kitchen included.

------------------------------------
"Georgeous coral cay where the snorkeling was better than the diving" 

Lady Elliott Island in Great Barriar Reef, Sep 2019 (Rpt #11357) by William Parks 
(Email author), MO, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Cozumel and Mexican Yucatán, Hawaii. 
Airport:  Airstrip on Lady Elliott Island. Getting There:  
See LEI website: https://ladyelliot.com.au/getting-here/. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  50 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Nitrox was temporarily not available. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Wanting to dive several days but not on a live aboard, Lady Elliot Island was the perfect choice based on
my research on Undercurrent. After  3 nights enjoying Hervey Bay, whale watching, biking the shoreline,
and exploring Fraser Island, we flew to Lady Elliot Island on the island resort's own small plane. Round trip
is included with stays of two days or more. We stayed 5 nights. Our reef front cottage, part of a triplex, was
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comfortable and clean. We looked out at the lagoon that surrounds most of the island from our porch.
Breakfast and dinner is included, lunch is ala carte. The food was quite excellent.

 Snorkeling in the lagoon is only possible for the two hours on either side of high tide when the lagoon still 
not more than about 4 feet deep and it was gorgeous. This was the best snorkeling ever. The diving was
good too, but it was a bit of work, as it may be normal for Australian diving, in terms of having to assemble
and carry your tank and equipment.  Although all the staff was very helpful and friendly, divers are
expected to pick up your tank, assemble your equipment, lug it to the flat bed trailer which was pulled
behind the open vehicle that shuttled us the few minutes to the other side of the island. There you put on
your equipment and walked down the beach fully outfitted to the dive boat that was often rocking and
rollling as we shuffled up the ramp. My wife asked for help and one of the divemasters carried her
equipment and helped her put it on while on the boat to avoid straining her back. No problem.  We rented
all of our gear and it was quite satisfactory. The rides to the dive sites were never more than 15 minutes.
The coral was lush. The critters were plentiful enough. No sign of reef damage. Saw sharks, rays including a
few Manta Rays. Certainly the reef appeared denser, healthier there than in the Caribbean. 

But the ease of walking fifty feet from our porch and dropping into the lagoon to explore seemingly endless
coral, critters, rays and turtles, made the snorkeling  the underwater star of the trip.

Topside throughout the days, whales could be seen spouting and breaching  beyond the far edge of the
lagoon. Lady Elliott has great naturalist programs throughout the day.  This was the most amazing
beach/diving/snorkeling place I've ever been.

------------------------------------
"Healthy reefs, great resort, dive operation could be improved" 

Lady Elliott Island Eco Resort in Lady Elliott Island, Oct 2019 (Rpt #11191) 
by  Hugh E Aaron (Email author), FL, US. Contributor 15 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
USVI, BVI, California, Hawaii, Cozumel, Isla Mujeres, Caymans, Curacao, Dominica, Roatan, Belize,
Saba, St, Barths, St Kitts, Nevis, Saint Martin, Culebra, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, Bahamas,
Bonaire, Thailand. 
Airport:  Hervey Bay. Getting There:  
The eco resort offers charter flights to and from the island and several mainland locations.  We flew from
Hervey Bay which also allowed us to visit Fraser Island — don’t miss it.  . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge, currents. Water:  76 to 77 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
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Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
They have many rules and you better follow them.  Dives averaged about 50 minutes.  . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We were on Lady Elliott for a total for five nights in early May. Both morning and afternoon dives were
offered each day.   We dove three days making a total of six dives.  

Lady Elliott diving is decidedly not concierage diving.  If you are expecting someone to carry your gear and
help you get your fins on, Lady Elliott is not that kind of place.  Divers are pretty much expected to take
care of setting up and handling their gear on their own.  And to be generally independent.  Although if
someone needs special assistance, I suspect the dive staff would help them upon request. 

Divers assemble their gear at the dive shop located in the developed part of the island near the housing
units.  Divers then load their gear on a flat bed truck and ride in a trailer to the beach.  At the beach, divers
suit up, including tanks, BCs and weights, and walk across the beach.  If the tide is high enough, the dive
boat, which is a landing craft style boat with a ramp on the front, picks the divers up on the beach.  If the
tide is low, divers walk out to the boat.  It is not easy and probably not a great idea for people with physical
limitations.

Most of the dives were drift dives in about 60 feet (20 meters) of water.   The  dives were mostly in open
water over sand with some coral heads.  Most dives had plenty of current which is to be expected in a big
animal place.   The dive staff and, it appeared, most of the guests, are focused on seeing the big animals. 
During our visit in early May, we saw numerous turtles on every dive.  Although less common, we also saw
Manta rays.  The highlight of the trip was a tiger shark sighting.  

Consistent with the overall diving experience, getting back on the dive boat is not easy.  Don’t expect much
help.  Expect to be scolded if you don’t get your fins off fast enough. 

The rental gear is, well, crap.  The booking paperwork suggests that it would be very difficult to bring your
own gear due to weight restrictions applicable to the flight to the island.  As it turns out, most of
Australians, many of whom appeared to be Lady Elliott regulars, brought there own equipment.  We wished
we had.

The staff and other divers seemed less interested in diving the reef.  That was a disappointment to us as the
reef was spectacular. It reminded me of the Caribbean in the late 70s when I began diving.   There were
large fields of staghorn, coral which I took as a sign of a very health reef system.  There was none of the
macro algae we often see in other parts of the world, including the Cairns area. I suspect the reef health is
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directly attributable to the island’s remote location and the resort staffs’ laser focus on taking care of the
environment.

Our last day we requested a reef dive and the staff agreed, sort of.  I think the problem with the more
shallow reef dives from the staffs’ perspective is the fact that the bigger animals tend to hang out in deeper
water.

While the diving is very rigid — you dive only when and where the staff tells you to dive — the snorkeling
is much more flexible.   Guests can snorkel on their own.  The snorkeling is fantastic.  

The dive shop policies were inefficient and frustrating. The morning dives are  scheduled for 8 am.
Everyone with their own gear is typically ready to go by 8 am. However, the dive shop does not open until 8
am for rental gear pickup.  In addition, they tend to issue rental gear one piece at time.  So gear pick up is a
laborious and rushed process.  To make matters worse, they would repeatedly issue gear with broken
buckles and missing straps necessitating additional trips through the pickup line.  The worst part of the
whole process was the fact that they make you turn in your gear at the end of each day and then reissue you
different gear the next day.  So you end up have to go through the same frustrating and inefficient process
everyday.  They should just let you keep the same gear for the duration of your time on the island.  

While we weren’t particularly impressed with the dive operation, the eco resort itself is fantastic.   They
offer a range of accommodations options.  We stayed in one of the Garden Units.  It was basic but
comfortable.

We opted to purchase the breakfast and dinner buffets, but not the lunch buffet.  The buffets were tasty with
a nice range of options.  For lunch, we ordered off the sandwich menu.  It was fine.

The resort has a well run educational center.   We thoroughly enjoyed their science lectures and island tours.
 

The eco resort is the only development on the island.  The operation is VERY environmentally friendly.
They desalinate their own water, generate almost all of their electricity using solar panels, and process all
waste on site.  The “behind the scenes” tour offered through the educational center was fascinating.  

Five days on the island was a nice stay.  Most people seemed to be staying for fewer days. 

In summary, we were disappointed in the dive operation but otherwise thoroughly enjoyed our stay on Lady
Elliott Island.  If you go, take your own gear and leave time for snorkeling so you get to see the best coral.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"The Great Barrier Reef is Still Great" 
Mike Ball Spoilsport, Sep 2019 (Rpt #11187) by Jacob Rosenstein (Email author), CA, US. 
Contributor 12 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Costa Rica, Hawaii, Fiji, Indonesia, Palau, Red Sea, California Channel Islands, Cuba, Sea of
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