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----- Overall Comments -----
My wife and I look forward to diving in Grand Turks and the Oasis dive company. We have a favorite dive
master, Mackie, because he really cares about the reef, is very knowledgeable about the coral and sea life.
His dives are very slow so you can really look for the critters. I’ve been diving with Oasis for 15 years and
know Dale the owner of the shop. This current trip started off great and following the fifth day and ten dives
my back was itchy. I’ve never have a reaction to seafood and thought it might be the soap at the Manta
house. Both ideas were incorrect because the next morning when I got up I had blotches on my shoulder.
Much to my shock I had skin bends. How can this be with no violations in diving. A call to Dan and they
confirm that I had skin bends and should visit the hospital and get checked out. I stopped by the dive shop
and saw Dale who was busy with the activities involving two cruise ships in port that day. Although an
important part of her business, Dale suggested that she take me to the hospital in Grand Turks to be
evaluated. The hospital visit went fine and I was given oxygen and despite her busy schedule she came
during the treatment to check on me. She then told us to call her when I got released so she could pick us
up. Well above and beyond the expected service. This was our first stay at the Manta House and was
delightful. Maintenance problem was resolved immediately and the owners who own the Sandbar Resturant
checked on us regularly. The place we had previously stayed was severely damage in last years hurricane.
Also we have two Resturant’s we can recommend. If you like great coffee, till a few months ago none was
available but a new Resturant has opened and they have an espresso machine Arches and also the Turks
Head inn under new. Management.  Also good food at the Sandbar and Bohio.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Aggressor in Turks and Caicos " 
Aggressor Fleet, Apr 2018 (Rpt #10263) by Richard Mertz (Email author), SC, US. 2 reports filed
 and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Belize, Cozumel, Philipines, Bahamas, Florida Keys, Bonaire,  Charleston SC, Myrtle Beach SC, Lake
Michigan Chicago. 
Airport:  Providenciales. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No restrictions.  We were on our own if we wanted.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard: 
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Large Pelagics: N/A 
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The good:  Food (special needs accommodated)

           Most of crew

           Sharks on every dive. 

           No limits on dive time. 

The OK:  Diving--reef is not in the best of shape.  

         Visibility around 40-50 feet

         One divemaster in water for 18 divers

         Reef in rough shape.  Corals are covered in sand.  

The bad:  My wife and I are recreational side mount divers--single tank.  We travel with our side mount
harnesses and regs.  We were told we could not dive our gear because the Aggressor Fleet has a policy of no
side mounts.  We were then required to use their BCs and regs.  If I had known I could not use my gear
configuration, I would have brought my plate and wing.  I don't like diving with rental gear.  I especially
didn't appreciate finding out when I was setting up on the boat.

The Aggressor is "proud" of the fact that they have policies and procedures in place for the entire fleet that
keeps everything consistent and "safe".  I discovered at the end of the trip that according to the Aggressor
web site, a single side mount is allowed.  I pointed this out to Captain Amanda and she verified that this was
the case.  Apologized for not allowing us to use our own gear and gave us a credit for the Nitrox fee.  I
would have rather dived my own gear.  

Captain Amanda was great.  Rob, the engineer, divemaster and Amanda's husband had an acerbic sense of
humor which I did not find entertaining or welcoming.  The rest of the crew was great and all relatively
temporary.

------------------------------------
"BIRTHDAY TRIP" 

Aggressor Fleet, Sep 2018 (Rpt #10616) by PAUL BISBEE (Email author), CA, US. 
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]PALAU, YAP,COCOS,GALAPAGOS,TRUK,
PHILIPPINES,SOCORRO,FIJI, RED SEA, WAKATOBI,. 
Airport:  PROVIDENIALES. Getting There:  
EASY THRU CHARLOTTE.  RETURN THRU MIAMI. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
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Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
DEPTH. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]LARGE TABLE FOR CAMERAS AND GEAR HANDLED  WITH CARE. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]CAPTAIN KEPT US IN CALM WATERS DESPITE STORMS IN AREA.

GREAT CREW WHO HELPED WIFE WITH HER TANKS FOR EVERY DIVE.

GREAT FOOD AND ACCOMMODATIONS GREAT!  WE HAD BIG ROOM AND WORTH EXTRA
COST.

CREW HAD GREAT BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR ME INCLUDING COCKTAILS. 

PHOTO PERSON MADE GREAT VIDEO THAT ALMOST EVERYONE PURCHASED.

------------------------------------
"Good Trip on the Turks & Caicos Explorer II" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Dec 2017 (Rpt #10094 has 2 Helpful Votes) 
by Terence Taylor (Email author), ME, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cozmel, Riviera Maya, Curacao, Bonaire, Bahamas, Cayman Brac, Key Largo, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Maine, Florida, Pulau, Galapagos, Belize, St. Kitt, Saba. 
Airport:  Provo. Getting There:  
Flight out of Atlanta. Flights were cancelled coming home because of the power outage in Atlanta, so it
took a little over two days to get home.  Not the airlines fault.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard: 
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Snorkeling: N/A 
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Time Limits strictly enforced, depths were not.  Note that were were all experienced divers.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
A nice wide platform for cameras with a shelf below, compressed air, dedicated large camera basin.  When
entering, the dive team would get your camera, bring it down the steps, and hand it to you after jumping in. 
It was reversed at the end of the dive.  The crew was very careful and respectful of all the camera
equipment, large and small.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
It was a good week, with fairly calm waters.  Only six divers were aboard, which made the trip very
comfortable.  

We have been on this trip in the past.  The boat is in good condition and the crew was very helpful and
accommodating.  Food was very well prepared, but typically only one entree, one side, etc.  You could
request a different meal with the cook beforehand.

The diving was very good, most of it being wall dives off the north end, West Caicos and French Cay.  Very
good marine life and surprisingly good coral (considering the hurricanes).  The exception was French Cay,
were the majority of the coral had been destroyed, but ironically, huge amounts of fish and sharks. Sharks
were present, usually 5-10, on every dive.  They were not shy about swimming through the group.

The dive masters were very good.  Jo, the lead dive master, was exceptional.  I have been with her on a dive
trip before, and she did not disappoint.  She pointed out many macro and small subjects I would have
missed.  Dozens of decorator crabs, skeleton crabs, nudis, headslugs, crabs of all kinds.  I enjoy macro, so
this was my kind of situation.

One of the most interesting dives was a night dive at French Cay, which is a nursery for Nurse Sharks.  It
was only Jo and I, and when I shined my light down on the reef it was swarming with two to three dozen
nurse sharks, with Caribbean Reef Sharks circling at the edges,  This continued for 45 minutes unabated.

------------------------------------
"Good service, Fair Itinerary, decent boat" 

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard: 
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Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Aug 2018 (Rpt #10413 has 2 Helpful Votes) 
by Diver Dave (Email author), KS, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bonaire, Curacao, Bali, Alor, Fiji, Socorro, Saba, Hawaii, Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Florida, Roatan, St
Croix, a few more. 
Getting There:  
Flights to Provo. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No solo diving.  Time limited to 60 min.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
See pics at shiningseastudio.com

Good camera table and camera rinse tank.

Overall, would not repeat this trip.  Price was low, service was good, diving was only fair for a LOB.  If
they start to alter the reef selection, could get more interesting.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The dive guides and crew were fun and hard working. Had theme dive guides in costumes.  Fun and
interesting.  The boat windows leak on the starboard side during rain.  Runs down the wall and wets all the
carpet.  My room was port side and had no issues.

I took the trip thinking they would avoid hurricane damaged reefs and take us to the best of what was left. 
They do not do that.  They take the same trip as they did before the hurricane so reefs that were wonderful
to dive and are now rubble are a fair portion of the trip.  Aggressor fleet was there doing the same thing.

Reef sharks on most dives but rarely getting close to divers, just patrolling the reef.

The critter highlight for me was skeleton shrimp.  Well known to the crew, they prep you for it.  The shrimp
are on the edge of a wall on coral running out from the wall so no place to get a finger for balance.  Perfect

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard: 
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buoyancy control required.  A 60mm lens on a DSLR worked better than a 105mm due to the depth of field
and the challenge to stay in place.

Lots of Hamlets of various types.

------------------------------------
"Excellent trip on the T&C Explorer" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Aug 2018 (Rpt #10522 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Douglas Garrou (Email author), VA, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Belize, Florida, Bahamas, Cozumel, Little Cayman, Akumal, Santorini, Turks & Caicos. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Delta, usually reliable, failed to deliver our luggage with our flight.  We had arrived a day early so we were
able to retrieve in time for the boat's departure.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  100 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Back on the boat with 500 pounds, any computer lockout requires 24 hours of no diving.  Divers are free to
go off on their own or follow the leader.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
These guys, from the captain on down, take underwater photography very seriously and are always ready to
offer assistance and tips.  Worked out perfectly for me as I've recently moved from a GoPro to a more
dedicated UW camera.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Terrific week diving with my 16-year-old son, a relatively new diver.  Excellent conditions and visibility,
with essentially zero current, made this a great first liveaboard trip for him, as I had hoped.  He got his
AOW while on board. Sea life was abundant and reefs were healthy.  Numerous reef sharks showed up at
the first part of literally every dive, making me wonder if they now associate dive boats with food.  T&C
Explorer environmental practices, at least, were rock solid.  Very photo-friendly boat and as a newbie UW
photographer I got a ton of good tips from the photo-obsessed crew.  Saw a plethora of really tiny critters
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and crabs, both favorites of mine.  Unfortunately we were unable to make the crossing to French Key due to
sea conditions; just another reason to go back. My decidedly amateur video here: 
https://youtu.be/FFlajOLXPms

------------------------------------
"ScubaPro Tech Class" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Aug 2018 (Rpt #10559) by John Miller (Email author),
 TX, US. Contributor 12 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Wakaobi, Figi, Roatan, Tobago, Cozumel, Cayman, Philappines, Belize, Truk, Turk & Caicos, Tabago, St
Croix. 
Getting There:  
American Airlines Business Class. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  83 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. 
Visibility:  60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Go down as a group due to currents. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
The ship had more than adequate facilties for photographers but the lack of a good selection of subject
matter in the water for experienced divers was another reason I don't suggest T&C for once a year divers.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my second trip on the Explorer II to T&C and my 4th trip in 6 years to T&C with the other two on
the Aggressor. Water temps have risen significantly and has affect the health of the coral, which in turn
affects the micro and rest of food chain. We encountered many reef sharks and a few sting rays. There was a
report of an eagle ray seen by someone but no photo. The only reason I made this trip was for my grandson
to obtain his ScubaPro Expert Technician rating and for my wife and I to network and get away for a week.
I would not otherwise spend the money to dive T&C when there are far better reefs and marine life to be
found elsewhere. We will however be making the trip on the Explorer II come Feb for whale watching in
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the Silver Banks.

------------------------------------
"Turks & Caicos Aggressor II - Excellent Trip April 21-28" 

Turks & Caicos Aggressor II in Provo &amp; West Caicos, Apr 2018 (Rpt #10252 has
1 Helpful Vote) by Richard J Lunsford Jr (Email author), KY, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed
 and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bonaire (> 150 dives), Key Largo (20 dives), Jupiter, Fl (17 dives), Belize via live-aboard (26 dives),
Caymans via live-aboard (25 dives), St. Croix (15 dives), North Carolina (9 dives), California Channel
Islands (24 dives), several on Caribbean cruise stops.. 
Airport:  Providenciales - PLS. Getting There:  
Flew Southwest Airlines Nashville - Ft. Lauderdale - Provo.; same route back. Transfers between yacht &
airport included. . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Posted Recommendations were dive with a buddy, no deco. diving, max. depth 110 feet, 500 PSI on return
and safety stops required. At dive's end they ask dive time and max. depth.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Nice-sized camera table. Pressurized air available. Crew will hand your camera to you if you wish, and take
it on your exit.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Excellent live-aboard operation, ran smoothly, fine crew. I stayed in a 'twin share' (cheapest) room; rather
narrow room with 2 bunk beds, sharing the bathroom/shower with an adjacent room (but the room has a
sink). Decent amount of storage space; crew stored my large hard-sided suitcase elsewhere. There's also a
'head' (bathroom) on the dive deck, and 2 showers at the back of it. Salon was reasonably roomy, food was
good, relaxing lounging on top deck where hot tub was said to be hot and used often, and we had plenty of
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room. Diving off the yacht, entry via giant stride. Nice-sized camera table with compressed air available.
Set your gear up once, then 'forget it' - just take your reg. off the tank after a dive, come back, analyze your
nitrox mix and put it back on. 2 Nitrox analyzers to use. They had some 100-cf tanks; I requested & got a
100-cf steel 3442 PSI tank. 

Option to sign up for nightly small group UV-flourescent dives with Robert Smith, no added charge. I
didn't, but others spoke well of it. 

Dive times were 8 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m. then the night dive at 8 p.m. Total 27 dives offered that
week. Due to weather (I think) we didn't make it to French Cay (I heard F.C. is still a fine night dive, but
suffered from the hurricanes of 2017), so we dove Provo. and West Caicos only. At least one guide on every
dive; buddy pairs can do their own thing. 

The meal schedule is continental then hot breakfast, dive, snack, dive, lunch, dive, snack, dive,  supper,
night dive, hot cocoa with options for marshmallows &/or Jamaican rum cream.

My impression was the boat often moored over flat, sandy stretches ~ 40 – 45 feet deep, most with patchy
rocky outcrops with coral growth, with a variable swim-out to a fairly abrupt transition to steeply sloping
wall (often vertical) starting roughly around 50 feet deep, and I could see sandy bottom in the distance
below – it didn’t seem like diving over a bottomless abyss, but could easily exceed the recommended 110
feet max. depth. Some sites had ‘trenches’ through the rock, either above or on the wall; there were a couple
of ‘open top swim throughs.’ Viz. ranged from ~ 50 - 100 feet. Usually minimal current, but tide played a
roll; I ran low on gas swimming against a mild but persistent current one dive. There's a 'hang bar' - a
horizontal PVC pipe, descended via chains, for safety stops (fun to ride when the boat swings). 

Overall dives averaged deeper than some destinations; nitrox highly recommended and I wouldn't
recommend this trip for fresh newbies or 'air hogs.' I'm decent on gas consumption, and even with a 100-cf
tank, had to watch it a bit.

T&C has been said to feature amongst the 'best diving in the Caribbean,' and it was good, but the reef wasn't
as lush as I anticipated; I'd give the edge to Little Cayman. Good amount of life - Caribbean reef and nurse
sharks, hawksbill sea turtles, southern stingrays (1 eagle ray), horse-eye and black jacks, Nassau grouper (a
few tiger), green morays, channel cling crabs and more. Saw dolphin pod at the surface, not while diving. 

Captain Amanda and Engineer Robert Smith show an evident appreciation for macro life, and point it out on
dives, a nice surprise. Topside there's a steady, variable wind. Typically sunny. 

A 34% off Aggressor Fleet sale made this trip a wonderful deal. 

Extended report with photos at Scuba Board -
https://www.scubaboard.com/community/threads/turks-caicos-aggressor-ii-4-21-4-28-trip-report.560857/

------------------------------------

The Continental USA (22 Reports)

The Continental USA: 
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