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Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
no rinse tank onboard, but surface interval is back at the dock, where there's a fresh water tap. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Great dive operation - conscientious on checking nitrox fills, watching out for the less experienced divers,
finding unique fish (flameback and cherub angelfish) and overall very friendly.  We usually went out with
4-6 divers total.  All sites are current dives, with some more "fly-by" than others.  They hunted (and caught)
lionfish every dive.  Even though there are numerous large and small lionfish, the reef fish population
appeared very healthy.  The soft corals were lush and with many different types, and there are sponges
everywhere.  No big fish (other than tarpon at one site), but a few large angelfish seen each dive.  Lots of
eels, and a few huge turtles.  Because of the currents, it was difficult to see much macro.  Unfortunately, we
didn't find any seahorses, but they say they are numerous here.

We only dove out of Speyside (on the Atlantic), but they also have an operation on the south end of the
island near the airport (Caribbean).

We stayed at an apt. on the north side of Scarborough that was very nice, but it was an hour drive each way
to dive.  When we return, we will definitely stay in Speyside.

------------------------------------

Turks and Caicos (19 Reports)

Turks and Caicos Diving Overview: 
This island group, south of the Bahamas and north of the Virgins, features awesome walls and clear water.
Provo, the glitzy tourist island, has spectacular beaches, but shallow water and it's an hour's boat ride to the
better diving of South or West Caicos. Grand Turk is a funky, laid-back island that has a dramatic wall right
offshore and occasional fishy surprises. Salt Cay has pretty diving plus the wreck of HMS Endymion, a
British 18th Century frigate, and the boats visit Grand Turk's wall. Bring a sweater in the winter; it can get
cool in the evenings. The flight to Provo from Miami is a little over an hour. Hurricanes? The islands took a
double blow from both Irma and Maria in 2017.

Turks and Caicos Seasonal Planner: 
During the rainy season, June through November, average monthly rainfall averages about 2.5 inches (more
than 6cm) a month. The dry season runs from January to May, and the monthly average drops to about 1
inch (25mm). Winter temperatures can drop to 60Â°F (16Â°C) but average about 77Â°F (25Â°C). Bring a
jacket for evenings, since the wind may kick up and it gets chilly. Northerly winds can disrupt the diving
periodically. Summer brings temperatures back up to 90Â°F-plus (32Â°C). Water temperatures range from
a low of 71Â°F (22Â°C) in winter to a high of 80Â°F-plus (27Â°C) during summer.

Land-Based
"Great family dive trip with Aqua TCI" 

Aqua TCI/La Vista Azul condo, Mar 2018 (Rpt #10164) by  Kerry Gillespie (Email author),
 ON, CA.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Thailand, Canada, Mexico, Bonaire, Tobago,. 
Airport:  Providenciales International Airport. Getting There:  
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direct 4hr flight from Toronto. 
----- Ratings ----- 

Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  25 to 26 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
100 feet. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
1 or 2. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Aqua TCI is owner operated by Stephanie and Bill and they pull out all the stops to make sure diving with
them is a treat. Unlike other operators on the Island their boat is relatively small, taking out just 8 divers
with one of them as underwater guide. They'll take another two divers with a private guide but that didn't
happen when we were there. They did their best to find a range of different sites the 5 days we dove with
them and the walls were great diving allowing our party of mixed levels (OWSI, advanced and open) to all
enjoy diving within various depth limits. Our daughter needed rental equipment and theirs was top notch,
with quality gear that fit and really nice long 3mm wetsuits. We left early so we were the first to all the
sites, we never saw any other divers under the water and since they don't do afternoon dives they were never
in a rush allowing those with air to extend each dive past an hour.

------------------------------------
"Blue Water Divers in Grand Turk" 

Blue Water Divers in Grand Turk, Feb 2018 (Rpt #10123) by Stephen C. Geiger 
(Email author), VA, US.  Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Throughout the Carribean. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 
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----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No restrictions. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Had a wonderful 2-tank dive with Blue Water divers while on a cruise.  Very laid back and relaxed.  Small
boat you need to board directly from the beach, and a short trip to the reef.  Nice wall reminiscent of
Caymans, although without the lionfish!  Lani and Kendrie provided excellent service.  Note that the Osprey
Hotel across the street has a nice outdoor restaurant with good food.

------------------------------------
"A Great Place To Visit " 

Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turl, Mar 2018 (Rpt #10161) by  Robert Lee (Email author),
 WI, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
FL Keys, Belize, Bonaire, Cayman Brac, Grand Turk, Hawaii, Palau, Roatan, Tobago, Lake Superior, Lake
Michigan.. 
Getting There:  
Via Provo. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  76 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Suggested depth limits, no time restraints. On boat with 500 psi. . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
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Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Storm related water turbulence did not make for good photography as there was noticeable particulate
matter in the water.  There was a separate camera rinse tank at the shop.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Accommodations are nice with two doubles or queens available. Housekeeping straightened and cleaned up
daily.

Breakfast buffet daily that changed from day to day. Coffee was available

at 7am daily. Lunch on the meal plan was a choice between two different items daily.  Dinner options were
varied - had red snapper two nights with baked potato and steamed vegs. Pasta dishes available as well as
steak and shrimp dishes. Most nights, because the breakfast and lunch were so much, most in our group
opted for Greek salad with chicken or shrimp. Bohio has a well appointed bar.

The facility is quite nice - still under repair from hurricane damage - as is much of the island. TV cable was
not repaired anywhere on the island, so they installed DISH TV for the lobby area - none in rooms yet. 
WIFI in lobby area, but not yet in rooms. Dive shop not really functional as a shop - was being repaired
while we were there.  Pool was not operational, but, we were told, should be soon. The pool deck was being
refinished toward the end of our week. New posts were ready to be sunk for the poolside hammocks.

Staff and management were great! Can't say enough about the general

managers - Tom and wife Ginny. They seemed genuinely concerned about our comfort, food quality and
that we were not able to dive due to the severe water turbulence which resulted from the massive storms
moving up the US Atlantic seaboard.

Was able to dive last two days - viz was 40-50 ft; milky looking water from all of the water turbulence.
Sand on hard corals from last fall hurricanes killed many of them, but did see brain and staghorn coming
back; soft corals looking good. Normal reef fish; turtles; some reported seeing sharks and eagle rays. We
received credit for missed diving. 

Worst part of the entire trip was clearing Passport Control in Provo – about an hour and a half in line.
Clearing Customs was a breeze. Allow plenty of time for your connecting flight to Grand Turk.   

------------------------------------
"Hidden Gem" 

Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turk, Oct 2018 (Rpt #10629) by  Jeff Robertson  (Email author),
 CA, US. Contributor 14 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Pacific Ocean, Micronesia, Melanesia, Polynesia, West Indies & Coral Sea. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Fly to Providenciales then take InterCaribbean Air for the 30 minute domestic flight to Grand Turk.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
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Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  30 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive with buddy and make 3 minute safety stop on every dive.  No time restrictions.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Dive sites are close, just minutes from the resort, so there is no need for dedicated camera space on the
boats. There is a fresh water rinse area for cameras at the dive shop.  No air blower hoses, but towels and
plenty of table space are available.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Grand Turk has a slower pace than Providenciales, but it is well worth a visit.  Bohio is a great place to stay
and dive when there.  Owners Ginny and Tom run the 16 room resort with a staff of 27.  They make sure
you have a great time during your stay.  They also will make your travel arrangements from Provo,
including air and ground transfers, included in the cost of your stay.  The resort has a nice restaurant with
covered tables, indoor and outdoor seating and an indoor bar with  a huge flat screen TV in the common
area.  There is also a huge outdoor area with another bar, shaded patio, tables, chairs and lounges with beach
umbrellas.  You're right on the beautiful beach. It's gorgeous.  There is a fresh water pool next to the dive
shop. You can bring your own dive gear which they will set up, rinse, hang up and have ready for the next
day.  They also have pretty decent rental gear available if you need it, including Aqua Lung Wave BCDs.
The resort rooms are in two side by side 2 story buildings just past the pool, with 8 rooms per building. 
Each room is nicely decorated and appointed with all the conveniences including A/C, a mini fridge and
plenty of storage area.  Each has its own balcony that overlooks the beach. Just offshore is a wall that runs
north / south right along the beach.  This is where you'll be diving with sites just minutes from the resort. 
They use Carolina skiffs with a Bimini top for shade.  Each has all the necessary safety equipment including
oxygen. Each boat will take a max of 8 divers. Dive Instructors Nate & DJ run the boats and lead the dives. 
They are both very friendly and capable.  You can dive your own profile or follow the leader.  All sites have
moorings usually in 30-40 feet of water over a very healthy reef system, which is in a marine protected area,
right along the wall.  Vis is usually very good, especially along the wall. We saw tons of stuff, fish and
critters.  We also had an unusual encounter with a few bottle nose dolphins, one of which had a tag on its
right pectoral fin and seemed unafraid of humans - actually seeking out contact.  Very unusual indeed.  But
the walls and reefs were covered with healthy corals and very fishy.  Everything from grunts to spotted
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drums. Lots to see.  I was amazed at how good the diving was.  There is much more to say, but I'll keep this
short by stopping here.  Feel free to contact me with any specific info you'd like to know about this hidden
gem.

------------------------------------
"January 2018 —  Turks and Caicos." 

Dive Provo /Royal West Indies in Provenciales, Jan 2018 (Rpt #10112 has 1 Helpful
Vote) by Dewey Hess (Email author), VA, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Belize, Roatan, Bonaire, Grand Cayman, Florida, North Carolina, Mexico, various lakes and quarries. 
Airport:  Provenciiales. Getting There:  
Direct from Atlanta. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A Dive Operation:  
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  79 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  80 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
First dive limited to 100’, second dive limited to 80’.   All dives limited to 60 minutes.  Return to the boast
with 500psi,  No deco diving.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Had  tank on boat for cameras.  Clearly specified not using tank for anything else, especially mask rinsing. 
Reason given is that some mask defogs may affect camera seals.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We dove with Dive Provo for six consecutive days. All dives were done from a boat.  Rides to the sites took
about an hour each day.  We were picked up at 8:00am and returned to our hotel about 3:00PM each day. 
Pick up was always on time promptly. 

The reefs were in reasonably good condition considering the hurricane that recently passed.  Reefs started at
about 40’ and dropped over the wall to a depth alleged to be up to 6000’.  I think I will trust that assessment.
 Saw turtles, octopi, lots of sharks; mostly reef sharks but did see one lemon shark, crabs, huge Nassau
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groupers, there were plenty of lobster and southern sting rays, a few eagle rays, and one rough tail ray.  We
heard but did not see the whales.  

The dive masters always put out a marker on the sand near the wall and boat to make finding the boat
simple upon return   The dive masters would return to the boat in about 40 minutes and then look for things
around the boat.   If diving your own profile, you needed to be back on the boat in 60 minutes.  Following
the local dive masters was not required.

The dive masters on the boat were more than accommodating.  You could follow them or dive your own
profile with a buddy.  Lunch was supplied on the boat each day consisting of sandwiches and a sweet bread.
 Lemonaide,and water was bountiful.   At day’s end the dive masters cleaned and stored your equipment. 
At the beginning of the day they set up your gear and changed tanks for you if you wished.  All of them
were very friendly and fun.  It was obvious that they enjoyed their jobs.   It was easy to make friends with
each of them.  

If we return to Turks and Caicos, we will definitely use Dive Provo again.

------------------------------------
"Lots of sharks and a HUmpback Whale" 

Dive Provo , Feb 2018 (Rpt #10433) by Richard Lowe (Email author), NY, US. Reviewer 
3 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Mexico, Caribbean, US, Dominican Republic, Turks & Caicos, Solomon Islands. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Back on the boat with 500PSI. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  1 or 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I went with my dive shop to Dive Provo this past February. We only did two dives a day for the four days,
but they were great! On five of the dives we had sharks follow along with us, and there were a couple of
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decent sized turtles and other larger fish as well. We heard whale song during our dives, as it was winter and
the whales were migrating. On our fifth dive we entered the water, and as we were descending at about 60
feet a humpback whale swam within about 50 feet of us! The whale was both powerful and graceful!

Dive Provo did an excellent job with running the boat and managing the divers. We had a mixed crew of
experienced divers and a couple of people who had literally just gotten certified. The whale dive was their
first post-certification dive. The one thing that I didn't like about Dive Provo was that they didn't really want
to rent out certain types of gear. I understand the need to make a profit, but they could have had some
warmer wet suits or core warmers to rent out.

Just the same, the trip was great and Dive Provo did a great job. And I actually got to see a freaking whale!

------------------------------------
"Good wall, spur, and groove diving" 

Dive Provo , Jun 2018 (Rpt #10336) by Bill McManus (Email author), TN, US. 
Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Historically, mostly cold-water, but have been on Florida's coasts and Grand Cayman. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
flew AA from Charlotte. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
75 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
2: Solo divers were buddied with the dive leader, and 55-minute max dives. Neither were a problem for me. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The good: The dive shop was easily accessible - we stayed on the grounds of the resort, and they had a van
to pick up any others in the locale. The dives: French Cay (Sites: Double D and 'the G Spot') and West
Caicos were terrific - every reef species important to divers and cameramen - shark, eel, turtle, flamingo
tongue, etc. As desired, they would load your equipment on/off the boat, rinse setup/breakdown, etc. The
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dive leaders were knowledgeable and helpful - pointing out various critters. I should add they proceeded at
an excellent pace - slow as molasses! The dive and safety briefings were to-the-point and well done. The
dive shop even addressed the inconvenience done to the group by a very unprepared diver.

The beach was excellent - my wife doesn't dive and spent the mornings there. We chose this over Grand
Turk because of the availability of non-diving activities - restaurants, shopping, tours, etc.

Wish I'd known: Grace Bay is the go-to dive site - we went 2 of the 4 days I dove. Now, mind you - the Bay
is much nicer than the quarries I usually dive in - but it's spur-and-groove diving, not the true - and more
spectacular - wall diving that  the islands are known for. I expected more robust coral and was struck at the
seeming lack of reef fish in a couple sites. I would ask how much diving in French Cay or West Caicos
you'll be guaranteed.

I'd go back, but if you're strictly into diving, you may want to consider another island or operator who can
get you to the walls more often.

------------------------------------
"Another great dive trip with Dive Provo" 

Dive Provo  in Providenciales, Jun 2018 (Rpt #10430) by Kathleen (Email author), VA, US. 
Reviewer 5 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  

Caribbean, Hawaii, Bali, Mexico, Thailand, Florida. 
----- Ratings ----- 

Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Dive Provo is very professional - on time, nice dive boats, safety conscious, yet the staff is also fun and
personable. They went out of their way to find the best sites given the weather and tidal conditions. They
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would assist as much or as little as you preferred, and were glad to let experienced divers do their thing.

------------------------------------
"TCI Diving" 

Flamingo Divers, Oct 2017 (Rpt #10628) by  Jeff Robertson  (Email author), CA, US. 
Contributor 14 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Pacific Ocean, Micronesia, Melanesia, Polynesia, West Indies & Coral Sea. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
JetBlue from Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  40 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Buddy diving and 3 minute safety stops on every dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Jayne & Mickey will accommodate.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is my second time diving Provo, the first with Flamingo Divers.  What a great experience.  I had
planned on diving with Fifi at Caicos Adventures, who I had been diving with before, but the island was just
coming off the September slow season and hadn't gotten up to speed yet.  Thankfully, Flamingo Divers was
operating and had an open spot for me while I was there.  Flamingo Divers has been owned and operated by
Jayne & Mickey Baker for the last 13 years. They had previously worked as dive instructors in the Cayman
Islands before settling on Provo, so they have a wealth of experience.  Jayne picked me up at my hotel on
Grace Bay each morning at 7:30 for the ~15 minute drive to the boat slip at south marina. Their Delta boat
is a fine dive platform with all the necessary safety equipment, bench seats, a marine head and plenty of
shade. Since it drafts only about 3 feet, they can get through passes to dive sites other larger boats can't get
to. Most dive sites are a ~45 minute boat ride; West Caicos, Sandbor Channel and North West Point.  Entry
is by back roll and exit is made by taking off fins and climbing aboard the ladder. The reefs are healthy,
very fishy and full of critters.  We saw multiple Caribbean Reef Sharks on every dive.  The water was a
warm 83-84 degrees so a wet suit wasn't necessary.  Jayne usually leads the first dive and Mickey leads the
second - or you can go off and do your own thing as long as you have a buddy.  Surface intervals are done
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on the boat with snacks and water provided.  They take out a max of 8 divers so its never crowded.  Mickey
and Jayne both have the enthusiasm of new divers and are always finding something incredible to share. 
And they are nice people too.  At the end of the dive day, Mickey will keep your dive gear, rinse it and have
it ready on the boat for the next days diving. Easy breezy.  I enjoyed meeting Micky & Jayne and will enjoy
diving with Flamingo Divers next time I'm in the Turks and Caicos Islands.  Highly recommended.

------------------------------------
"Great Diving - Diving with friends" 

Flamingo Divers in Provencials, Jul 2018 (Rpt #10567 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Eric Sternbach (Email author), CA, US.  and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Palau, GBR, Thailand. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
From West Coast need to connect through Miami, Charlotte, Newark, Atlanta - based on your preferred
airline. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Good amount of freedom.  Generally not to go below 100' (not much to see below) and 1 hour or until all
other divers have surfaced.  (Don't be below by yourself). 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Diving with Flamingo is like diving with friends.  Most of the boat will be filled with repeat customers.  
The max divers are 8 and I have been on with as few as 4.  The Flamingo Spirt is tight fit with 8 on board,
but not uncomfortable. And with such a small number, you really do interact with other divers.  A nice way
to meet new people from around the US, CA, UK, etc.    

The ride to dive sites is about 45 minutes - usually calm and unbelievable shades of blue.  Two dives that
last about an hour, with a 1-hour surface interval and another 45 minutes back.  Jayne usually takes the first
dive, Mickey the second. Fruit and cookies as snacks.  
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Flamingo leaves at 8 so usually the first boat to dive sites, and back for lunch.  Water to drink.  Option to
snorkel.   Photos/videos are sent to divers at no cost.  Drop off your gear, and every morning when you
return is cleaned and set-up for you.  Excellent quality rental gear available.  Because of depths, computer
required.

Likely to see reef sharks (80% of dives) and good chance of turtles and occasionally eagle rays, dolphin,
hammerheads.  (I have seen all these with Flamingo) Plus all the usual Caribbean suspects - large and small.
 Reefs are very healthy.  Reefs are 45'-60' deep, and then the wall drop off.  Because of the depth, hurricanes
have not impacted reef at all.  Nitrox is a good idea see shallow reefs deep.  But air works fine if you watch
your depth.

I have gone diving with most of the other TCI operators, but Flamingo is the best because of Micky and
Jane, and the max 8 divers.   No cattle boats, and you really do feel like your diving with friends and family.
 

------------------------------------
"Service above and beyond expectation " 

Oasis Divers, Aug 2018 (Rpt #10482 has 2 Helpful Votes) by  Albert Stevens (Email author),
 NJ, US. Reviewer 6 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Fla Keys, Grand Turks, Great Barrier reef, New Zealand, Poor Knights Island, Little Cay, St. Lucia, Puerto
Rico, and others. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  no currents. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
75 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  Squadrons. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My wife and I look forward to diving in Grand Turks and the Oasis dive company. We have a favorite dive
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master, Mackie, because he really cares about the reef, is very knowledgeable about the coral and sea life.
His dives are very slow so you can really look for the critters. I’ve been diving with Oasis for 15 years and
know Dale the owner of the shop. This current trip started off great and following the fifth day and ten dives
my back was itchy. I’ve never have a reaction to seafood and thought it might be the soap at the Manta
house. Both ideas were incorrect because the next morning when I got up I had blotches on my shoulder.
Much to my shock I had skin bends. How can this be with no violations in diving. A call to Dan and they
confirm that I had skin bends and should visit the hospital and get checked out. I stopped by the dive shop
and saw Dale who was busy with the activities involving two cruise ships in port that day. Although an
important part of her business, Dale suggested that she take me to the hospital in Grand Turks to be
evaluated. The hospital visit went fine and I was given oxygen and despite her busy schedule she came
during the treatment to check on me. She then told us to call her when I got released so she could pick us
up. Well above and beyond the expected service. This was our first stay at the Manta House and was
delightful. Maintenance problem was resolved immediately and the owners who own the Sandbar Resturant
checked on us regularly. The place we had previously stayed was severely damage in last years hurricane.
Also we have two Resturant’s we can recommend. If you like great coffee, till a few months ago none was
available but a new Resturant has opened and they have an espresso machine Arches and also the Turks
Head inn under new. Management.  Also good food at the Sandbar and Bohio.

------------------------------------
"Service above and beyond expectation " 

Oasis Divers, Aug 2018 (Rpt #10562) by  Albert Stevens (Email author), NJ, US. Reviewer 
6 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Fla Keys, Grand Turks, Great Barrier reef, New Zealand, Poor Knights Island, Little Cay, St. Lucia, Puerto
Rico, and others. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  . Seas:  . Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

Turks and Caicos: Land: 

    977/1.028

https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=10562
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=astevens


2019 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

----- Overall Comments -----
My wife and I look forward to diving in Grand Turks and the Oasis dive company. We have a favorite dive
master, Mackie, because he really cares about the reef, is very knowledgeable about the coral and sea life.
His dives are very slow so you can really look for the critters. I’ve been diving with Oasis for 15 years and
know Dale the owner of the shop. This current trip started off great and following the fifth day and ten dives
my back was itchy. I’ve never have a reaction to seafood and thought it might be the soap at the Manta
house. Both ideas were incorrect because the next morning when I got up I had blotches on my shoulder.
Much to my shock I had skin bends. How can this be with no violations in diving. A call to Dan and they
confirm that I had skin bends and should visit the hospital and get checked out. I stopped by the dive shop
and saw Dale who was busy with the activities involving two cruise ships in port that day. Although an
important part of her business, Dale suggested that she take me to the hospital in Grand Turks to be
evaluated. The hospital visit went fine and I was given oxygen and despite her busy schedule she came
during the treatment to check on me. She then told us to call her when I got released so she could pick us
up. Well above and beyond the expected service. This was our first stay at the Manta House and was
delightful. Maintenance problem was resolved immediately and the owners who own the Sandbar Resturant
checked on us regularly. The place we had previously stayed was severely damage in last years hurricane.
Also we have two Resturant’s we can recommend. If you like great coffee, till a few months ago none was
available but a new Resturant has opened and they have an espresso machine Arches and also the Turks
Head inn under new. Management.  Also good food at the Sandbar and Bohio.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Aggressor in Turks and Caicos " 
Aggressor Fleet, Apr 2018 (Rpt #10263) by Richard Mertz (Email author), SC, US. 2 reports filed
 and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Belize, Cozumel, Philipines, Bahamas, Florida Keys, Bonaire,  Charleston SC, Myrtle Beach SC, Lake
Michigan Chicago. 
Airport:  Providenciales. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No restrictions.  We were on our own if we wanted.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
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