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Dive with Divemaster, some of whom were young and did dumb things like shine their light in our eyes
during a night dive and hurry through the dive sites..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: W& Small Critters: Wi ¥
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %  Subject Matter: %% ¥  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
As| said—no facilities on the New Son Bijou boat (Prince Adam, named after his son, who is now 5). |
wouldn't recommend bringing abig rig to Hurghada, asit is my understanding that no dive op has camera
facilities..
----- Overall Comments -----
Thisisthe second time I’ ve been to Hurghada, Egypt and diving with New Son Bijou. (First time was 5
years ago) The dive center now has their own boat (Prince Adam) which isabig improvement. Lidija
Cupar is the Eastern European wife of the owner, Ahmed Bijou. Lidijais helpful in amyriad of ways -
arranging transfers to and from the airport and the Marriott. Last time | stayed above their dive shop (also a
good option, esp. if you have alarge group, asit is very cheap!) Since the dollar is very strong, we opted to
stay at the Marriott. This made our transfer to the Blue O Two liveaboard safari we were doing easier, since
they dock athe Marriott. Something to note: things are cheaper if you pay cash in dollars. A two tank dive
and launch will cost you $36 a day and we ate a huge dinner out for $10. Most shops and dive companies
don’t take credit cards but cash machines are available. Prices are cheaper if you pay with dollars. My
husband and | walked to a shopping area 10 mins from the hotel and had no safety issues. The people are
very poor for the most part and appreciate the tourism. Many Germans and Brits (afew Norweigens too) on
our boat, plus afew Koreans and a couple from Argentina. Truly an international vacation destination.

About the boat: there are NO CAMERA facilities. They think you are crazy if you ask for a bucket of water
(which won’t be big enough if you have lights). The dive crew is not going to set up your gear (I like this)
but aren’'t particularly available for problems (like | have ayoke, not a din) unless you assert yourself.
However, once needs were made clear, then all went smoothly. The boat is comfortable with lots of space to
hang out and sleep or visit with new friends.

Thefish life has declined since my last visit but many of the sites were free of trash and fishing line. | spoke
with some of the Brits who live in Hurghada year round and they are helping with this effort. Thereis still a
huge Napoleon Wrasse at Small Giftun but | wasn't lucky with dolphins this time at the Dol phin House.
There were no currents to speak of and the water was 80-81 degrees with a few thermoclines that were a bit
cooler.

Liveaboards

"Revisiting The Red Sea Aggressor"
Aggressor in Marsa Alam, Oct 2018 (Rpt #10524 has 1 Helpful Vote)
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by Timothy JHedrick (Email author), IL, US.” - Reviewer 3 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Worldwide.
Airport: Hurgada. Getting There:
From Chicago > Turkish Air to Istanbul than Hurgada..
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: k%  Valuefor $& WA
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: ¥ A A ¥ Food: dd A
Serviceand Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: ¥ ¥

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: dry. Seas: cam, choppy. Water: 83to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
1 to 100 Feset.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
None.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas: 1or 2. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: % Tropical Fish: %¥rd A% Small Critters. ¥ ¥
LargeFish: WA i Large Pelagics: #rir %A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wi Wi Subject Matter: Wi
Boat Facilities: Hr¥r ¥ ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

Revisiting the Red Sea Aggressor (2014 — 2018)

It has been four years (2014) since we last dove the Red Sea. Back then, it was just called the Red Sea
Aggressor. Recently, Aggressor added another boat to the Red Sea fleet, designating the original boat, The
Red Sea Aggressor |. 1n 2014, we were happily impressed with the boat, as at that time the boat was new,
and everything worked and worked well. On our return trip to the Red Sea Aggressor | (9/22-9/29) we were
unsure what to expect. But, we were thrilled to find the boat in excellent condition and even some of the
same crew from 2014.

First off, the boat now docks in the heart of the shopping district in Port Ghalib, instead of in the “back
forty,” far away from the activity, asin 2014. Thishad pro’sand con’s. Pro. We were able to disembark
and walk around, eat at the restaurants and shop easily. There was even a dive shop directly across from the
boat (which came in handy when our dive torch decided to fail). Con: We werein the heart of Port Ghalib;
which meant the night life continued long after going to bed. Generally thisis not a problem as we always
travel with ear plugs.

The boat is still in excellent condition. The main salon was spotless as was the rest of the boat and
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staterooms. The rooms feel slightly more spacious than other live-aboards. A small suggestion would be to
install hooks and a bit more storage space, as we had just two drawers a small area with hangers. The
rooms overall are well-appointed and comfortable. We were alittle disappointed that they replaced the
Nescafe coffee maker in the salon with a Bun coffee maker. The Bun coffee maker makes great coffee, but
after about 30 minutes, the coffee tasted allittle burned. Every morning the Salon crew made coffee and
poured it for each guest. By the 2nd day, the crew knew how each guest liked their coffee and prepared it as
soon as we entered the salon. The food is great, and the service better than we remembered. Aggressor
seems to have changed their policy on substituting food if a meal was not to a guest liking, which was a
welcomed addition.

Most of the travelling between sites takes place at night and was mildly choppy. This made for some nights
that you rocked and rolled in bed. If you're easily bothered by boat movement, we would suggest aroom
closer to the stern.

The diving was exactly as we remembered! Vibrant colors, tons of fish and visibility better than any place
on the earth. From the Spinner Dolphins to the Oceanic White Tip Sharks and all the crittersin between, it
was amazing! On each dive you were given an option to dive with the dive master or go it alone. We
usually choose to dive with the dive master and bring up the rear of the group. The dive masters knew
where all the interesting critters lived and did a great job leading the group through swim throughs and the
bright open caves. Each dive lasted 60-80 minutes and allowed for the “air hogs’ to travel with the group
and surface when they were ready. The water temperature averaged in the low to mid- 80's and at no time
were we cold. Day dives called for 3mm shorty and night dives we wore full 3mm suits for protection.
When at the island of Daedalus, be sure to tour the lighthouse as the views are awe-inspiring. On al dives,
there was alot to see and experience, but looking out into the blue rewards one with Manta’' s and Sharks.
The best things to see were usually around 30 — 40 feet along the walls. In most cases, there wasn't alot to
see much deeper. The islands provide a prime location for over-under pictures, just remember to take your
red filter off (opps— we had lots of great over-under video that turned out red — we eventually corrected).

The crew obviously have been together for quite some time as they worked like a well-oiled machine,
seamlessly providing for every need and then some! It was impressive to see a group work together so well.
Only afew crew members spoke English, but the rest of the crew knew what to do, how to do it, and
communication was never an issue.

Finally, we opted for the round trip transfers between Hurghada and Marsa Alam through Aggressor. The
driver and guide both spoke English and provided information on various sites that we passed during the
3.5-hour trip. The Aggressor’s base hotel isthe Marina Lodge. We found it considerably less expensive to
book the room directly ourselves. The “lodge’ was OK for the money, but nothing spectacular by any
stretch. A little run down, but it was a bed to sleep in and most things worked. We prefer booking online
and alot of the other hotelsin the area made it difficult to book except through atravel agent.

Of al the Aggressor boats we' ve experienced, this is one of our favorites and our highest recommendation.
From the moment you embark until the day you disembark, we felt pampered and well-cared for. Egyptisa
safe place to visit aslong as you keep your eyes and ears open. Be smart about where you go, what you
wear, and how you behave. Thisis country full of history, incredible diving, memorable sites and
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fascinating people.
Cheers—
TnP

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By MsLyndaDurfeein VA, US at Oct 10, 2018 21:14 EST
| was onboard he RSA | for two weeksinn April. Returning for two weeksin
December. Exceptional service, Prepareto be spoiled. glad to know
everything is still great. | agree, MarinaLodge is so-so. | stayed there
in aday room between trips (Sat. must leave boat at 8 am). No food
options unless you were staying on all-inclusive and nothing else within
walking distance. Upcoming trip, I've got aroom and Sunrise Marina
Resort.

"Excellent winter diving in the northern Red Sea"
Emperor Divers in Egypt, Feb 2018 (Rpt #10148) by Harvey S. Cohen (Email author), NJ, US.
¥ Contributor 17 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Gulf of Eilat, Bali, Komodo, Raja Ampat, Banda Sea, Fiji, Palau, Coral Sea,
Galapagos, many Caribbean locations, New Jersey, Florida, National Aquarium, Dutch Springs, Silfra
(Iceland), Panama (Pacific).
Airport: Hurghada, Egypt. Getting There:
Hurghada has alarge, modern airport. There are direct flights with many European cities. | flew Turkish
Airlines from New Y ork, connecting through Istanbul. There are also connections through Cairo, but that
means col lecting baggage, clearing passport control and customs, buying atourist visa, and going through
security and baggage check a second time for the flight to Hurghada-- not a great idea, IMHO..

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ i Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $$: %
Dive Operation: A x ¥ Accommodations: %%  Food: Wi
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, rainy. Seas. calm, choppy, surge, currents, no currents. Water: 70to 72 °F.
Wetsuit Thickness: 7 mm. Visbility: 40 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?. yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Recreational limits..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. None. Whales:
None. Corals: % d i Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: % i
Large Fish: e % Large Pelagics: %

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall ratingfor UWP's: w k%  Subject Matter: e drir ki Boat Facilities: W&

Shore Facilities: N/A

UWP Comments:

Thereisasmall camerarinse tank, with a meter-square grating over it where cameras could drip. There are
some very small dry storage shelves that could accommodate a hand-held camera but not alarger rig with
lights. Thereis no compressed air hose. There are ample electrical outlets in the lounge, but few good places
to set down a camera. Charging anything in passenger cabinsis forbidden, due to the risk of electrical fires.
A couple of people told me that they felt the deck crew did not exercise sufficient care when carrying
cameras to/from divers. Thereisno really good place to set up a PC on atable and work on photos.

Notwithstanding all of this, many divers carried cameras and took wonderful photos. Subject matter trumps
almost everything..

----- Overall Comments -----
| sailed on the Emperor Superior liveaboard "Reefs & Wrecks'
https://www.emperordivers.com/liveaboards-routes-reefs-wrecks.php 7-day itinerary between Hurghada and
Sinal. Weather was mostly calm, with moderate seas on only afew occasions. Air temperatures were
usually low 70s during the day, and cooler at night. Divers wore 5mm or 7mm wetsuits, or drysuits. Most
dives were off the dive deck, but a few were from zodiacs. Divers could buddy or follow aguide. | was
traveling solo, and arranged in advance for a private guide at 500 Euro for the week. My guide was expert
and enthusiastic-- well worth the fare. Nitrox (typically 28%) isfree. | reserved alarge 15L steel tank for a
small fee. There were 20 dives, of which | did 19. A major highlight was the dawn dive at Sha'ab El Erg
(Dolphin House). We were jumped by two pods of dolphins, who put on a great show and repeatedly swam
within inches of us https://youtu.be/OMti30c3v2U . Other dives offered an amazing variety of morays,
ranging in size from mouse to moose. There was also agreat variety of stonefish (which my guide excelled
in spotting). The wrecks offered easy penetration and interesting contents. The Thistlegorm certainly lived
up to her reputation, demanding several dives for full appreciation.

A pet peeve: | wish dive operators would discuss torch etiquette in briefings for night dives. Light up
critters mostly with the dimmer edge of your beam-- not the hot spot. Point out an item of interest by
circling the hot spot around it. Never leave your hot spot on a critter for more than a couple of seconds. If
you see someone shooting photos, or especially video, take your beam away from their subject.

Food was outstanding in quality and quantity. Wine with dinner was free. One diver arranged in advance to
accommodate her large range of food allergies. The beautiful plates she received at each meal were the envy
of the other guests. The divers were from Scandinavia, South Africa, America, England, Australia, and
Germany-- al delightful and interesting folks. | had the boat's only solo cabin, and | didn't look at the
others. My cabin was comfortable, with a good bed and adequate storage, and the bathroom was the typical
toilet/sink/shower. Hot water was aways available. Several divers remarked that the beds are alittle on the
short side. The aircon in my cabin was dead, but in the cool weather portholes provided adequate
ventilation.

Thereisalot of competition among liveaboards in this area, tourism is down somewhat for various reasons,
and winter is on the cool side, so prices are low. Thisitinerary was a screaming deal. | would certainly
consider areturn to the Red Sea, and would be happy to use Emperor Divers again.
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"Two weeks of 5-star pampering"
Red Sea Aggressor, Apr 2018 (Rpt #10246 has 3 Helpful Votes) by MsLynda Durfee
(Email author), VA, US. " Top Contributor 46 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
All over Caribbean, al Hawaiian islands, Fiji, Palau, Maldives, Red Sea.
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
| flew from 1AD, two changes to Luxor (pre-cruise) and two changes from Hurghada.

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: Wrirdr Wi Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: % % W& Accommodations. i %% Food: AN
Service and Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: Jrird i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 77 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visibility:
80 to 100 Feset.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dive with buddy or buddy with dive guide. Max. 110 ft on 32% nitrox. No time limit..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales. None.
Corals. Wi Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: ¥
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics %
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
I'm not a photographer, but the camera table on the dive deck and charging outlets seemed more than
adequate..
----- Overall Comments -----
The Red Sea has been on my bucket list, and late January when Aggressor announced bargain cruises for
the RSA, | jJumped and booked two consecutive weeks, the first the Brothers/Daedal us route, the second the
southern route. | lucked out with a private cabin for both weeks. From the moment you get onboard, you
can relax knowing that everything is being taken care of, from helping you to don your gear, getting in/out
of the water, washing out your wetsuits, etc. 1'm used to setting up my gear, getting in/out of a wetsuit, etc.,
but | was happy to let the seamen (deck/zodiac crew) compete to provide me with valet service. The
stewards (Ali and Hagazzi), knew everyone's preferences by the end of the first full day, ready with your
beverage, breakfast order, special food requirements, etc. Tidy service in the cabins was provided twice
daily. Dive guides were very knowledgeable, and enjoyed sharing my special finds on dives (six tiny
black-fin dartfish, for example). Crew rinses out your gear and sets it out to dry after last dive on Friday.
Everyone was on Nitrox (afew who didn't plan to use Nitrox took the onboard course). Most of the cabins
are twins with good-size private baths and plenty of hot water. Warm towels provided on the dive deck as
soon as you begin to get out of your wetsuit. Meals were exceptional, cooked by aformer hotel chef, and
artfully plated and arranged. Plenty of fresh vegetables at lunch and dinner and tasty entrees, including fish,
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chicken, beef, and turkey for Thursday dinner. Those with special requirements (vegetarian, no fish, etc.)
were happy with their alternate choices. Desserts definitely worth saving room for. Nice covered lounge
areaon bar deck with cooler filled with beer and soft drinks. Partialy covered sun deck on top level. Boat
made a lot of long transitions after dinner; I'd advise a sedative or sleeping pill; the sound of the engines
was like having afreight train running outside. Up to 21 or 22 dives available each week; | skipped most of
the night dives, but got in 35 over the two weeks. | found the coral gardens more interesting than the wall
dives, but that's my opinion. The walls had mostly thousands of anthias with afew passing sharks, most of
the interest (and number of fish) wasin the top 30 feet or so. One or two sharks seen on about half of the
dives. Two mantarays on one dive, many blue-spotted stingrays, several turtles. Dolphins sometimes
appeared on the surface, and the southern route included a snorkel stop where dolphins congregate. Of the
14 liveaboard trips I've made in 10 years of diving, this boat was tops for service, food, and comfort, but |
think diving in Fiji was better. A long flight from the East Coast at about $1700, which iswhy | booked
two weeks on the RSA. | spent two nightsin Luxor pre-voyage with an all-day driver and guide (Jolie
resort), then 3 nights at the Hurghada Marriott before flying home.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By report author: Ms Lynda Durfeein, US at May 04, 2018 07:49 EST
Added note. Bring Euros if you can; need for purchasesif changing planes
in Europe. ATMsin Egypt give you Egyptian pounds (LE). Most shops at
Port Ghalib want Euros and might refuse to accept LE or claim they don't
have change. US $1 bills widely accepted as tips, though (airport baggage
handlers, for ex.), Egyptian equivalent is 20LE bill. As recommended in
KBYG, if you want hard liquor, pack it in your checked luggage. RSA serves
Egyptian wine and beer. Bars/restaurant at Port Ghalib serve alcohol.

"Spectacular Red Sea Reefs And a Great Value"

Red Sea Aggressor in Southern Red Sea, Jun 2018 (Rpt #10364 has 5 Helpful Votes)
by Sandy Falen (Email author), KS, USA. % Sr. Contributor 25 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Most of the Caribbean, Costa Rica, Palau, Sulawesi, Kosrae, Fiji, Raja Ampat.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
International flight to Cairo, then domestic to Hurghada.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $5 ki
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; ¥ Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. cam. Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm. Visibility:
80 to 120 Feet.
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Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
An excellent briefing was given, and then you and your buddy were free to dive your own plan..
----- What | Saw -----

Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: % a i Tropical Fish: %a ¥ Small Critters: W& ¥
LargeFish: % LargePelagics. %

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: i fr i Subject Matter: i W&
Boat Facilities: Wi %% ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Roomy camera tables with ample recharging outlets, dedicated rinse tub and air compressor for drying
cameras..

----- Overall Comments -----

Late last year | had a“diving epiphany”: If | am going to dive the Red Sea, I’ d better quit dreaming and get
planning. Seven months later, | found myself in mesmerizing Egypt.

My dive buddy and | spent two days exploring Cairo with our private guide before flying to Hurghada,
where we were met by representatives of the Red Sea Aggressor (RSA). An approximately three-hour road
trip placed us at Port Ghalib, where we boarded the boat on a Saturday afternoon in June.

Be aware that the Aggressor doesn’'t leave port until Sunday, and it returns to port the following Friday
afternoon. Thus your “seven-night sailing” isreally only five full nights at sea. But there’ s alot packed into
the days between, including stellar service and stunning coral reefs.

We sailed the “ Southern Route” after leaving Port Galib. The first dive of the trip, the proverbial “check out
dive,” was ho-hum and murky — but it served its purpose as awarm-up. The next day we hit the stunningly
gorgeous reefs of Elphinstone, and | knew then that the trip had been worth the effort. The visibility was
excellent, and the water averaged 82-84 degrees; | wore a polyolefin suit over a 3-mil vest, and never got
cold. The Red Seacoral is simply spectacular. Throughout the week, | was amazed by the literal mountains
of healthy, hard corals, aswell as the lush underwater gardens of soft corals. It'sadream for any diver with
acamera

The small, colorful reef fish create a swirling circus, with orange and neon green chromis, anthias,
cardinalfish, parrotfish, and fusiliers setting the backdrop, while unicorn fish, Picasso triggers, coral
groupers, surgeonfish, striped butterfly fish, masked butterfly fish, and Red Sea bannerfish cruise about the
reef. | don’t think I’ ve ever seen larger clusters of anemones and their always-entertaining, resident
clownfish. Masked puffers were everywhere, sometimes hilariously fighting off cleaning gobies looking for
afreemeal. Birdwrasse, singjaw wrasse, unicorn fish, lionfish, schools of batfish, and serene royal,
emperor and yellowbar angelfish were regular sightings. With less frequency, | enjoyed reef squid,
cuttlefish, schooling barracuda, pipefish, giant morays, and one octopus slinking across the reef.

What wasn't seen with frequency was anything big. Throughout the week, | saw only afew turtles, asingle
shark (a sleeping juvenile), and zero mantas. Dolphins were present in droves at “ Dolphin House,” a
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shallow, sheltered reef where they come to spend time with their young. Snorkeling with the dol phins was
the program here, but with several other liveaboards and day-trippers present, it was a bit like a frenetic,
underwater zoo that bordered on harassment.

The diving at Elphinstone and Daedalus was the best of the trip, and it’s probably not a coincidence that
these reefs are the most remote we visited. Rocky Island was the most southern point of the itinerary; the
corals and tropical fish were lovely there, but the real treat was the sudden appearance of a pair of green sea
turtles, who performed an underwater flirtation ballet of pursuit and rejection while our cameras rolled.

Asfor the boat, it would be hard to fault the service we enjoyed during our sailing. The RSA crew is
exceptional, and we were treated to some of the warmest hospitality | have ever experienced in my travels.
They simply could not do enough for you, and they were always there to offer a post-dive beverage or a
warm towel. The boat is brilliantly set up for divers, with a spacious dive deck, ample cameratable and
charging space, and rinse tanks. Y our personal station includes a crate for your small gear, and your tank is
filled in place after every dive. The dive deck includes the luxury of two hot-water showers (with shampoo
& conditioner), and once you peel off your dive skin, there is aways someone ready to take it away for a
quick rinse before hanging it to dry. Trays of tasty refreshments are served after every dive like aperitifsat a
cocktail party, minus the alcohol, of course.

We had 18 guests on board (the max is 20), and the boat never felt too crowded. My dive buddy and | had
booked the two, upper deck master suites, and we both felt the price differential was worth it. The rooms
were spacious by liveaboard standards, particularly the bathrooms. There was generous storage space, and
the bed was pretty comfortable. The a/c is noisy, as the compressor is under the bed, but on a couple of
nights, | slept with my door and windows open to the night air. The cabin was serviced severa times daily,
including turndown service (a classy touch), and | was impressed with the way the steward always seemed
to know when I’d left my cabin: he’'d dlip in and make the bed or service the bathroom and be gone before
I’d returned.

The food was quite good, with plenty of quantity and variety. Particularly noteworthy was the availability of
fresh fruit, veggies, and salads. Wonderful, homemade soups were on the menu every day at lunch. Dinner
for the last night at seawas atraditional (and huge) roast turkey, and every lunch and dinner was followed
by adelicious and creative dessert. Cold beer and wine was always available after you' d finished your day
of diving.

After the last dive was logged on Friday afternoon, the crew rinsed and laid the gear out to dry on the upper
sun deck. We arrived back in port late afternoon, where you' re on your own to have dinner in town. A
continental breakfast is provided on Saturday morning, and guests are asked to disembark by 8:00am.

After leaving the RSA, my buddy and | headed to Luxor by private car — afive hour drive across the
Egyptian desert — and ensconced ourselves in aluxurious (but ridiculously inexpensive) hotel along the
Nile. After two days exploring the Valey of the Kings and other sites of ancient Egypt, we flew back to
Cairo and on home.

The RSA is an outstanding value, given the exchange rate with the Egyptian pound (and compared to
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Aggressors in other parts of theworld). And, yes, it is absolutely worth the effort to get there. | found the
Egyptian people to be kind and welcoming, and | can’t imagine having missed this experience. | strongly
recommend taking enough time to enjoy some topside touring, as the sites in Egypt are just too spectacular
to miss. While Aggressor offersin-house travel services for Cairo and Luxor tours, my buddy and | decided
to make our own arrangements.

| would not say that the Red Sea was the best diving of my life (Raja Ampat is still tops), but it was way up
there. | missed seeing the big creatures, but sharks are over-fished there as they are nearly everywhere —
and maybe we just weren’t lucky. The coral reefs were spectacular, the boat experience was superb, and
topside Egypt is unlike anyplace elsein the world. If you're lucky enough to be able to add the Red Seato
your diving resume, by all means, book it. And | give the Red Sea Aggressor an unqualified
recommendation.

"First week of two diving the Red Sea"
Red Sea Aggressor 2 in Northern, Aug 2018 (Rpt #10461 has 2 Helpful Votes)
by THOMAS SMITH (Email author), MO, US." = Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Belize, Cayman, Dominica, Saba, Bonaire, Fiji, Cocos, Galapagos, Palua, PNG, Solomons, French
Polynesia, etc etc.
Airport: Hurghadaa ~ aeeee Ratings -----
Advanced: % Beginners; wirdr i Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations. ¥k Food: drdr i
Serviceand Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: ¥ ¥

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny. Seas: calm. Water: 84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility: 80 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Computer.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: W ¥ ¥ Tropical Fish: ¥ ¥ Small Critters: Wi
LargeFish: %% %  LargePelagics. %%

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's. N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

Despiteit being only their 2nd week in operation, the Red Sea Aggressor |1 and her crew were in fine form.
Although | hadn't dove with Aggressor in a couple of years, | immediately remembered why | love them
and have done over 30 weeks on their boats.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 891/1.028
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First of all, the crew was outstanding. Although new to Aggressor, most were long-time Red Sea veterans.
Abu the Captain got us where we needed to be with as little fuss as possible, and helped out on the dive
deck (in his pink pants) as well. He also enjoyed driving a zodiac, which he did with gusto. Adel, the cruise
director, kept us well informed on the day's and week's itinerary. Dive masters Zoe and Mohamed were
great, and the stewards were aways looking to take care of us. Walid in particular had a great, if somewhat
mischievous, sense of humor.

Food was standard Aggressor top-of-the-line, with cold breakfast before the first dive, hot breakfast after,
buffet lunches, plated dinners and snacks between every dive when there wasn't ameal scheduled. Turkey
for dinner on Thursday was the highlight. Hussien and Abdallah were fine chefs.

The diving varied between off the mothership or dinghy depending on the site. RSAIl had 3 zodiacs, so
divers went in two or three groups when dinghy diving. Dives off the big boat were less formal, breaking up
depending on if you wished to go with a guide or on your own. Dive briefings were thorough, with some of
the best canned graphics | have ever seen. My buddies and | usually dove on our own, and never had any
difficulty finding the highlights or following the general plan.

This boat, and also RSAI which we did the following week, was big on 'valet diving'. The crew was helpful
in donning and removing gear, amost to the point of ridiculousness. It seemed | couldn't attempt to put on
my wetsuit or gear without one of the seaman pulling on a sleeve, grabbing the zipper or getting their hands
on my buckles. Thiswas great for some of the divers, but | found it annoying at first. | spent the first few
days shooing the crew away before finally giving in and just letting them do what they have obviously been
trained and coached to do.

The water was very warm, it being the end of summer (Aug). Water temperatures varied between 84 and
86F, with the occasional jump to 82F or 88F. Viswas ok, but never the 50 meters we kept hearing about. 24
dives were planned for the week, including night dives most nights, but due to a schedule change we
actually did 25. There were alot of wrecks, ranging from decrepit piles of rubble to the amazing
Thistlegorm, a partially intact WWII freighter filled with Bren Gun Carriers, railroad locomotives, trucks
filled with motorcycles, large artillery shells and more. Dive sites aso included reefs, coral gardens and
some nice walls.

There coral, both hard and soft, was in great shape compared to the Caribbean. There were plenty of small
fishesincluding lots of anthias, but not as many larger fish as we expected. We did see numerous Napoleon
Wrasse. Pelagics were not found except one eagle ray off awall. | saw very few invertebrates, except there
were some nudibranchs. We did have several turtle encounters during the week. Scorpion and stone fish
were abundant, as were lionfish, especially on the night dives. It was odd to see lionfish and not want to cull
them. We also had some crocodile fish, the occasional barracuda, some schools of spadefish, and lots of
blue spotted rays.

One highlight of the week was snorkeling with a good sized pod of bottlenose dolphins on the way back
from awreck dive on the Giannis D. They were very social, and hung around with us and played for around
20 minutes.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 892/1.028
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While there were a couple of small tweaks which | passed on to Aggressor, for the most part the trip was
very smooth. My one complaint was that schedules slipped all the time, with briefings and dives ending up
20-30 minutes behind schedule. This was humorously blamed on 'Egyptian time', although in contrast the
RSAI the next week did not have this problem at all. Hopefully they will tighten up their schedules as they
get more trips under their belt.

Overall rating: four stars and recommended.

"red sea aggressor II"
red sea aggressor Il, Sep 2018 (Rpt #10542) by jeffery moore (Email author), AZ, US.
2 reportsfiled and. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Kona, Palau, Cayman island, T& C, Spain, Florida, maldives, red seas.
Airport: huaragda. Getting There:
ord to brusselsto huaragda. be aware that brussel air isalow cost airlines.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: k%  Valuefor $& Wi
Dive Operation: & * %  Accommodations; Wi ¥ ¥ Food: i
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: Wi % ¥

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm. Water: 77 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
100 to 150 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
max depth 100 feet try to keep at 1 hour.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: W%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters. %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: %  Boat Facilities: % ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

diving was good, the zodiac rides to some of the wrecks where a bit rough with the waves.

coral looked great, say maybe 6 turtles total during the week with atotal of 28 dives. no sharks at al. for the
large amount of day boats in the area very few divers from other boats encountered.

the wreck dives where great however the thislegorwn dive should of been broken into smaller groups.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 893/1.028
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would diff travel back to the area

"Northern Red Sea Diving in November, 2018"
Red Sea Aggressor Il in Hurghada, Egypt, Nov 2018 (Rpt #10784) by Kevin Peterson
(Email author), CA, US.” = Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Australia, Palau, Y ap, Hawaii, Belize, Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, Caribbean (many islands), Key Largo,
California (including the Channel I1slands as well as Monterey), Mexico, Costa Rica, Bonaire, Curacao,
Epcot Center in Disney World, etc..
Airport: HRG. Getting There:
Fly to Cairo then to Hurghada.

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ i Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: W% ¥ Accommodations: ¥ ¥ Food: WA
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdr %
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 74 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Must have a buddy. Could dive guided or unguided. If diving Nitrox must observe depth limits..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: Wi ¥r ¥ Tropical Fish: % Small Critters: Wi
Large Fish: % L arge Pelagics: ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wk h % Subject Matter: Wi dr ki
Boat Facilities: Y ¥ ¥ Shore Facilities: % i
UWP Comments:
Professional videos and photos were made and offered of our dives and suggestions were available to help
improve your own skills..
----- Overall Comments -----

There was a promotional price for the Northern Red Sea trip that was very attractive. Both northern and
southern routes were available. To begin with, | want to state that | felt very safe traveling as an American
tourist in Egypt. The conditions there are now peaceful and the people are anxious to make foreigners feel
welcome. A word of caution, though, is that everyone expects tips for everything. In fact, if atotal stranger
becomes very helpful, expect to be obligated to give them money. Although this was generally true of most
of the peoplein Egypt, | did not feel any pressure from the liveaboard crew to tip them, though it was
appreciated. The weather was great. | was expecting Egypt to be hot and dry but in November it is cool and
breezy with occasional rain. Temperatures were in the 70’ s and this also meant the water was on the cool

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 894/1.028


https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=10784
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=klpeters

2019 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

side so that alight wet suit was a good idea.

The diving was great! The water was generally clear with not too much current. The coral reefs were
healthy and full of life. We did not see any sharks or other such large animals except dolphins on one day,
although | did see some of the largest Moray Eels | had ever seen. There were turtles seen more than once,
but not alot. The reefs are protected areas. There are also many wrecks to dive that were not intentionally
sunk to be artificial reefs. Thisareais near the busy Suez Canal shipping lanes and some wrecks are over
100 years old. We got to dive on the SS Thistlegorm which was sunk by German planesin 1941 and
discovered by Jacque Cousteau in 1955.

Most of the fish were familiar tropical varieties although | saw one variety of butterfly fish with markings |
had never seen elsewhere. There was also a species of stingray with blue spots on it like polka dots. | had
never seen this before. On more than one dive we saw large Napoleon Wrasse that have no fear of divers.

One thing this crew did that | thought was unique was to let divers dive either guided or unguided. Those
who dove unguided had to have a buddy but could go where they wanted to at their own pace. Thiswas
refreshing because when you are trying to take pictures sometimes you don’t want to feel rushed by playing
follow the leader. The entire staff bent over backwards to be helpful and accommaodating. This was one of
the most comfortable boats in the Aggressor fleet that | have been on so far. Our suitcases and dive bags
could be stored el sewhere on the boat instead of having to stay in the cabin. One thing to be aware of is that
itisrequired to have a SMB (safety sausage) with areel for each buddy group. This was not mentioned
before our trip and | had to buy areel on board the boat to use with my SMB.

Meals were excellent prepared with a middle eastern diet by a very good Egyptian cook. Service on board
the boat lived up to the high standards expected on Aggressor trips. My week was a very enjoyable one and
| look forward to diving here again someday.

"Excellent Red Sea diving"
Seawolf /Seawolf Dominator in Southern, Jul 2018 (Rpt #10379 has 2 Helpful Votes)
by Patrick Ryan (Email author), CO, US." - Reviewer 5 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
New Zeaand, Fiji, Honduras, Indonesia, Solomon Islands, Samoa, Belize, Malawi, Mexico, Bahamas,
Australia, Philippines.
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
Fly to Cairo and then to Marsa Alam.

————— Ratings -----
Advanced: i h W Beginners: i i Valuefor $$: %%
Dive Operation: A& * %  Accommodations; Wi ¥ ¥ Food: iAW
Service and Attitude: i Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: Wi
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 80to 90 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 895/1.028
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80 to 120 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
We were ostensibly limited to one hour but as the divemasters became more familiar with our dive
capabilities we were able to extend this somewhat .

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales. None.
Corals. Wi Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: ¥ %
LargeFish: %A ¥ Large Pelagics: % ar i

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: Wwlr i Subject Matter: Wi Boat Facilities: ¥ ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None]l mentioned thisin my main report.

The good:

Plenty of recharge outlets

Careful crew handling of dive gear
The bad:

Inadequate dip tanks.

----- Overall Comments -----
[NI went to Egypt to do aNile River cruise. So, | saw some of the most amazing sights that Egypt has to
offer. After checking out places like the Egyptian Museum, the pyramids, Memphis and the Cairo Bazaar
we flew to Luxor — an incredible series of monuments followed, culminating with Abu Simbel. From there
it was a seven-hour ride across the desert to reach Port Ghalib — our departure port.

We arrived late — 9.00 pm — but the crew were waiting for my group (11 of us) and fed us an amazing
dinner. We were given a briefing by our dive instructor Mimo and then gear set up followed so we didn’t
get to bed until 11.30 pm and that was after a4.00 am start.

The following morning, we met the other divers — mostly from Europe. We totally outhumbered them 11-6
and they were visibly overwhelmed by our group presence. But only good folk go on my dive trips. Within
an hour we were all getting on well and swapping dive anecdotes. Hats off to my group —we never sat en
bloc at meals but always mixed.

Our first dive was an easy introduction — here we met our other divemaster Gamal, not only a highly
accomplished dive master he was also a linguist — made me feel very humble. That first dive was the usual
cluster fu#k. One of my group was grossly underweighted, and, asit transpired | was over-weighted. | split
my weight between my BCD and weight belt and was able to hand over my weight belt to Mimo and the
underweighted diver. | never used it again.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 896/1.028
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That first dive set the scene with respect to the diving. Warm water, good viz and no current. | managed to
drown a camera housing on this dive — fried a Canon 7D Mark2 and 60 mm macro. Our second? dive was
mostly in the blue and here we saw a manta and scalloped hammerheads.

From the second day onwards, we were able to take advantage of our free nitrox. The fills were amazing —
absolutely consistent - 3200 psi at 32% oxygen. The second day saw our first 3 dive day and then the third
and fourth days were both four dive days. Most of us passed on the day 5 night dive. Day 6 only alowed us
two morning dives.

Most folk wanted to see big stuff — so our dive masters swam way too quickly for me and my underwater
photographer friend Dave Herrick — so we did most dives on our own (with the DM’ s blessing). We were all
catered for well but in my opinion the dive groups were too big for one dive master to safely handle — this
probably isn’'t the dive master’ s fault — simply the company trying to save money. Fortunately, almost
everyone on the trip was highly experienced — with a bunch of beginners this would have been arecipe for
disaster.

The diving was consistent rather than spectacular (with a couple of exceptions). There were places where
there were acres of towering columnar corals which formed underwater canyons. At one of the siteswe
spent almost the entire dive in a series of swim throughs — a sunlit labyrinth that took my breath away.

Probably the highlight of the trip for several lucky divers was an extremely close encounter with ayoung
female Oceanic whitetip shark. She arrived as folk were getting onto a Zodiac. Those left in the water got an
extraordinarily close encounter — in one instance pushing her off with a cameral

Spinner and bottlenose dol phins were common. We were given an opportunity to snorkel with the latter.

After each dive we were met with afresh fruit juice of some description and fifty million crew members
who stripped us to our swimsuits within seconds of hitting the dive deck. Piranha could learn athing or two
from these guys ...

The boat was comfortable and ostensibly offered free Wi-Fi — but as this was totally dependent on shore
proximity it translated to perhaps two days of reception — but as you don’t you don’t go on a Red Sea
adventure to troll the net this wasn’t a problem for most of us.

There were afew idiosyncrasies — there was no soap in the shower and as | hadn’t brought any | had to wet
myself, head out to the sink and use the hand soap to lather myself before heading back to the shower. Used
toilet paper went in a basket — a good move — nothing worse than used toilet paper in your face when you
dive. The dip tanks were totally inadequate for anything except a point and shoot rig but there were more
power outlets than we were ever able to use (European 2 pin, 220 volt). Oh —and Egyptians have avery
different attitude towards smoking — | think all the crew (and both Dive masters) smoked.

As group leader | was incensed when Seawolf told me that | would have to pay the port and fuel surcharge
for everyone in my group in advance or they’d cancel my booking. | was led to understand that everyone
could pay on board. Ah — paying on board — Euros, dollars or Egyptian pounds only. No credit cards, not
even when settling up or paying tips.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 897/1.028
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Local beers and Heineken were on board, plus some interesting local wines. Interesting as in the ancient
Chinese curse “May you live in interesting times’ — still it gave us an idea of the wine Jesus turned water
into. Alcohol was reasonably priced. Espresso coffee was available for about $1.50 a cup — hell of alot
cheaper than Ratbucks.

Food was amazing. Our chef produced one of the moistest turkeys I’ ve ever tasted. He regularly got around
of applause for his dishes from the assembled multitude. Typicaly, there would be a main meat or fish dish
supplemented with salads and various local dishes.

The crew was totally amazing. They went out of their way to make us feel good and did a great job of
coping with adiverse set of divers. And as for the outnumbered European divers — they accepted us and
after initial hesitation we all became friends. Two of these folk, Johann and Sylvia, were superb animal
spotters— | learned to hang around them like ajackal scavenging scraps.

On our last day Mimo gifted us al an extraordinarily well-made video. Unlike many dive tripsit didn’t
include any previously shot footage — only stuff Mimo shot on our trip. Beautifully edited over a short time
frame thiswas alovely parting gift.

Would I go back? Hell yes. It's an amazing country and it’s an amazing dive trip with great value for
money. And if | have used “amazing” afew too many timesin this report —well — | don’t do hyperbole so
go figure.

one|

"Red Sea: SHARKS!"
Seawolf/Dominator in Brothers, Daedalus, Elphinston, Jul 2018 (Rpt #10358)
by John Sommerer (Email author), AZ, US. v Contributor 15 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Alaska, Australia, Caribbean, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Galapagos, Maldives, Melanesia, Micronesia,
Philippines, Polynesia, Revillagigedos.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
multiple flights weekly from Zurich on Edelweiss/Swiss.

————— Ratings -----

Advanced: i h W Beginners: %  Valuefor $5: kWi
Dive Operation: & * %  Accommodations; Wi ¥ Food: i
Service and Attitude: i Environmental Sensitivity: %%
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, choppy, currents. Water: 78to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 150 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth was discretionary (<40m, lessif Nitrox was used), but groups stayed in the vicinity of the guides..

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 898/1.028
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----- What | Saw -----

Sharks. Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks. 1or 2. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: W& Small Critters: %
LargeFish: %% %  LargePelagics drdrird i

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's. Wi Subject Matter: i k% Boat Facilities: ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Two very small rinse tanks suitable for compact cameras/GoPros. No good way to rinse housed SLRs. No
cameratables. Our group had four large cameras, and the best we could do was set them on towels on the
floor of the salon, making the seating mostly unusable. Charging batteries, etc. was done on two small racks
outside. Very inconvenient.

----- Overall Comments -----

A special charter arranged by a Swiss friend with along history of Red Sea diving, who knows the Seawolf
owner. Payment was wire transfer only, with a chain of three banks involved. Three attempts failed,
incurring transaction fees for no results. Seawolf claimed "credit cards are impossible." Best to send money
to a European friend, and have them wire the money. Frustrating procedure.

Boat was pretty good, except for camera facilities. Beds were hard, but the AC worked. Deck showers were
better than the room showers. We had upper deck cabins, which were nicer than those below decks (though
alongside the pier at Hurghada on the first and last night, loud disco music disturbed those on the starboard
side). Passengers were 4 Americans, 2 Swiss, 2 Swedes, 5 Germans. Because our friend reserved thistrip
first, the briefings were in English. Most sites had multiple liveaboards, and they did not coordinate dives
with each other (as for example at Cocos). That created some difficulties. At particularly crowded sites
(mostly those nearest Hurghada and the Egyptian coast, the boats hang ID signsin the water so you can
return to the right one.

Brother Islands featured excellent reefs, two wrecks, oceanic white tip sharks, and unusually, awhale shark.
Daedalus had very bad vis, obscuring the hammerheads, but there were |ots of big Napoleon wrasse.
Elphinstone was perhaps the best reef, with lots of schooling fish. Night dives only twice, near Egypt coast
-- it's not permitted in the marine park reefs.

Dive operations were pretty efficient, using two zodiacs drops for each group of divers. There were two
groups, each diving with a guide who stayed with the group for the entire 12 days. The "top" guide spoke
good English, but largely pointed out big stuff, and moray eels. The other guide was probably better at
pointing things out (we dived with him once, because his group was staying near the boat to get more looks
at the OWT sharks hanging in the vicinity). Some dives were done directly from the boat, some started or
ended with zodiacs, and some had both drop-off and pick-up by zodiacs, which could be problematic if
there where big waves. Loading the zodiacs was done with all gear on, and it was a big step down. A few
falls happened. Nitrox was free, and reliably 30-32%. The boat provided a (rather bulky) ENSO rescue
beacon for free. We had Nautilus GPS units, but we could not find out the MM S| number of the boat (they
claimed not to have one).

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 899/1.028
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Having traveled extensively on land in Egypt, | was concerned about food safety, but the food was
excellent, and only one guest had stomach troubles, which she attributed to "one batch of lettuce." The best
stuff was middle eastern food, but there were notable surprises, including a good barbecue al fresco, and a
roast turkey.

The crew was very helpful, and rather playful in agood way. One afternoon, we found a strange man in our
bed (artfully constructed of quilt and pillows, my shirt, shorts, and ball cap).

Red Seawas along-held goal. But | probably wouldn't do it again, having seen the OWT sharks. Really
grateful to our Swiss friends for arranging such a good trip, with English briefings.

Saba (2 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview:

Sabais one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70ft (21m), with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations arein
quaint villages at 1,000 feet/300m and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool,
pleasant climate. It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands!

Saba Seasonal Planner:

On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65A°F (18A°C) at night, so travel with ajacket or sweater is
recommended. Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70sA°F to mid-85A°F (25-29A°C). The most
rain falls during the month of November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best
sites are offshore seamounts. Sabaisin the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Land-Based
"Wonderful Treatment"
Sea Saba/Queen's Gardens, May 2018 (Rpt #10259 has 2 Helpful Votes)
by Andrew Bernat (Email author), VA, US. v Contributor 13 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Raja Ampat, Fiji, Great Barrier Reef, Bora Bora, Lembeh, Caribbean, Bali, Wakatobi.
Airport: Saba. Getting There:
St. Maarten'sairport is currently big tents..
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: W Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $5: wirdrir ¥
Dive Operation: * kA x ¥ Accommodations: % kX Food: Wi
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy, cloudy. Seas. choppy. Water: 81to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
100 to 140 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:

Saba: Land: 900/1.028
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