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No dedicated camera table, but plenty of room in the salon for the folks w/bigger camera rigs to set up. 
Dedicated rinse bucket for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Had a fantastic time diving with the Juliet around the Bimini islands.  The crew (Owner/Captain Liza,
Captain Nate, Chef Amanda, Marine Biologist Hilary, Divemaster and Instructor Max) really bent over
backwards to take great care of everyone, and they really worked together like a well-oiled machine to keep
everything going smoothly.  Nate took us to awesome dive sites that were rich with critters big and small,
lots to see and plenty of opportunities to get tons of great pictures of a variety of fish.  The cabins are all
roomy, plenty of room to put all of your clothes and belongings.  Those with big scuba gear travel bags
could have their put in a storage area so as not to take up space in the cabin.  Amanda the Chef did a
fantastic job cooking up all kinds of wonderful, tasty dishes for everyone, including a couple of vegans and
a vegetarian.  Hilary did a fabulous job challenging us to find the "Fish of the Dive" and provided lots of
info on things to look for regarding critters at each dive site.  Max was an absolute pro as Divemaster,
making every dive safe and enjoyable, and handling all the details of each dive with meticulous attention to
detail.  And Rico the cat greeted us in the mornings, hung out with us on deck, and entertained us during the
trip with his hunting prowess both underway and on land.  Loved the fact that nitrox is available!  Got in a
total of 19 dives, including 4 night dives.  Krispy Kreme was my favorite dive, got to see lots of
scorpionfish, stingrays, turtles, and porcupine puffers on the Sapona.  Really loved diving with the Juliet
crew, will be going out with them to St. Croix...these guys are awesome!!

------------------------------------

Belize (26 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview: 
Inside the world's second largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. Good diving
in Belize is reachable from liveaboards or the resorts on the offshore cayes. The deeply cut, spur-and-groove
coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting but disappointing to many experienced
divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip, take a couple of days to visit Mayan
ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour flight from Houston. Belize lies in
the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits. Read K. Smith's Tropical Ice before you go! Available on the
Undercurrent website.

Belize Seasonal Planner: 
The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit roughly every two decades. During winter months (mainly December, January,
and February), Belize is also subject to north winds that blow down and may disrupt diving for several days.
Water temperature may dip as low as the 70Â°F (21Â°C) in the winter and reach as high as 85Â°F (30Â°C)
in the summer.

Land-Based
"Great Service" 

Ambergris Divers in Ambergris Cay, Feb 2018 (Rpt #10554) by Dean Watt (Email author),
 ON, CA. 
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Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
North America,Caribean, Philipines. 
Airport:  San Pedro. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  76 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
While all dives had guides Divers could surface when they wanted.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
No faciities on boats. Used hotel room on shore. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The reef is only a short boat ride away allowing shore time between most dives. The staff was profesional
and worked to make everyones experience as easy and enjoyable as possible. Would recomend them to
divers planning a trip to this area.

------------------------------------
"Amigos Del Mar, San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize" 

Amigos Del Mar/Mayan Princess in San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Dec 2017 (Rpt
#10103) by Joan DeHaeseleer (Email author), CA, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Mexico, Honduras, Australia, Fiji, California, Puerto Rico, Bonaire. 
Airport:  San Pedro. Getting There:  
Fly into Belize International (BZE) then take either a ferry or Tropic Air to San Pedro. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  70 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 65 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The only time I actually noticed restriction on depth limit was at the Blue Hole which was 130ft but I hit
145 (at which point I silently said "oh oops" and immediately adjusted my depth) and nobody got upset. At
the other sites the depth was limited by the bottom.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I hadn't been diving since 2009. They made me take a refresher. This is not a complaint, I was glad to do it.
I got a one on one dive with an instructor who helped dial in my weighting and checked that I could perform
basic skills. Made it back to the dock in time to grab a snack and water and rejoin the group for the 2nd
dive.

The diving for the rest of the week was great. The crews took care of all our gear, rinsed and stored daily.
Dive Masters helped with donning and doffing all gear and loading it on the boat. Dive briefings were spot
on and informative. Although there was one Dive Master who used his rattle and pointing so often that after
awhile you were asking yourself "now what"?

The day we went to the Blue Hole was long but fun filled. We did 2 dives before lunch and one after. They
prepared a scrumptious meal for lunch on Half Moon Caye that included chicken, rice and beans, potato
salad,a delicious coconut pie. On the way back cocktails were served. I think everyone enjoyed the day.

There were always lots of sharks around, nurse and reef. Once we saw dolphins. Eels, turtles rays and
various reef fish.

During the week I made 12 dives.

The Mayan Princess is very nice. Large comfortable rooms on the beach with kitchen, living room/2nd
bedroom and balconies all with ocean views. Hammocks are provided for the balcony. 5 gallon bottle of
water with dispenser can be purchased for $5. Staff friendly, courteous and helpful. 

Main complaint from everyone....there is a locals residents apartments directly behind, I mean less than 3ft,
only separated by lattice. There was a dog being kept in a tiny courtyard that barked constantly. There was
no stopping it. I felt very sorry for this dog being kept in inhumane conditions. Not the hotels fault.

------------------------------------
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"Turneffe Atoll Day Trip" 
Amigos Del Mar/Grand Colony Villas in Turneffe Atoll, May 2018 (Rpt #10779) 
by  Gregory C Hill (Email author), CA, US.  Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
California, Mexico, Caribbean, Hawaii, Micronesia, Galapagos. 
Airport:  Ambergris Caye/Belize City. Getting There:  
Easy, US to Belize City, then short flight to Ambergris Caye. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Stay in sight of guide, 80 foot max depth.  . 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Dive boat had usual rinse buckets for cameras, electric outlets, dry areas for camera set up and accessory
storage, but no special camera tables.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Day trip to Turneffe Atoll with Amigos Del Mar.  This was a great day trip to one of the offshore islands
and reefs from Ambergris Caye.  Amigos Del Mar provided a large and comfortable dive boat for the long
ride (1 hour out, 2 hours back) to the reefs from Ambergris Caye.  The boat had two covered decks (main
deck and upper), a marine head, plenty of benches and seating, and an area for preparing lunch and snacks. 
This trip was 17 divers, which was very uncrowded.  Divers were from US, Canada, and Europe.  The staff
provided a simple but plentiful continental breakfast of fruit, juices, pastries, and coffee on the dock, and a
hot home cooked lunch of rice, chicken curry, salad, and desserts at sea.  The divers were split into three
smaller groups with excellent guides.  The U/W terrain varied between the three dive sites (north atoll and
Elbow), but generally 30-40 foot depth reef top and the sloping to vertical wall to 100+ feet.  Abundant
coral and large sea fans and sponges, much healthier and vibrant than the Ambergris Caye reefs, but fewer
sharks and turtles than the inshore reefs.  Guides allowed divers to dive their profiles, and most divers got
their maximum bottom time. Lionfish were much more prevalent at Turneffe than at Ambergris Caye, but
guides and other boat crew were very aggressive and successful in "harvesting" the lionfish, which are
provided to local restaurants and families.  Overall, an excellent trip and highly recommended for those
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staying on Ambergris Caye that can't do the offshore resorts or liveaboards.

------------------------------------
"Carefree dive vacation on a great little Caribbean island" 

Belize Diving Services/The Birdhouses (AirBnB) in Caye Caulker, May 2018 (Rpt
#10375 has 2 Helpful Votes) by  Hugh E Aaron (Email author), FL, US. Sr. Reviewer 
11 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
USVI, BVI, California, Hawaii, Cozumel, Isla Mujeres, Caymans, Curacao, Dominica, Roatan, Belize,
Saba, St, Barths, St Kitts, Nevis, Saint Martin, Culebra, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, Bahamas,
Bonaire, Thailand. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Direct 2 hour flight on SW (around $210/rt) from Ft. Lauderdale.  Taxi ($25) to the Belize City waterfront.
Water taxi to Caye Caulker (around $28/rt).  We found it to be an easy and relatively inexpensive trip.
. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  35 to 85 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Generally there was a max depth announced for each dive.  Divers are expected to stay with guides.  But
that was not a problem as the guides were excellent and the diving was relaxed.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Caye Caulker is a small island about 45 minutes by water taxi from Belize City.  The island has no cars or
trucks except a few service vehicles.  Everyone either walks, rides a bike or drives a golf cart.  The streets
are sand.  We stayed on Caye Calker for 11 nights.  It appears that most people only spend a day or two on
Caye Caulker.  But we thought 11 nights was perfect.  We really got to know the place.  There are plenty of
restaurants and several interesting things to do on non-diving days.  The local people live modestly and are
very nice.  It is place where everyone blends regardless of skin color or the size of one's bank account. Don't
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miss the "Cake Lady" who sells homemade cakes most nights from a table she sets up on the road along the
windward side of the island.  

We rented one of "The Birdhouses"• through AirBnB.  They are three separate houses run by a wonderful
international couple who live on-site with their young daughter.  The Birdhouses are new, well built and
well run.  They are on the water on the leeward side of the island.  The leeward side has a little less breeze
and therefore seems warmer in the afternoons.  However, the sunsets are beautiful.  Also, Caye Caulker like
other areas in the Caribbean has been dealing with an accumulation of sargassum (seaweed) washing up on
the windward side.  It smells as it decomposes.  We were glad to be staying on the leeward side where there
is no sargassum, even if it was a little warmer.  

The Birdhouses are small, especially the kitchens, but they have comfortable king beds, luxurious
bathrooms/showers and private balconies.  Each birdhouse comes with two beach cruisers style bikes. 
While the golf cart taxies are inexpensive, we rode bikes most everywhere.

We booked the "Dive Till you Drop" package with Belize Diving Services.   The package worked out well
but the booking process is confusing.  I eventually figured out that the packaging provides some discount
(I'm still not sure how much) if one books at least one of each of the five standard dive trips that BDS
offers:  The Great Blue Hole, Turneffe, Spanish Bay, San Pedro, and Caye Caulker Marine Reserve.  In
addition to those 5 days, we repeated a few of the trips.  We ended up diving on about 7 of the 10 days we
were on Caye Caulker.

BDS surprised us.  We were amazed that such a sophisticated operation existed in such a small country, let
alone on such a tiny island.  I'm not sure how they make their business model work, but they do - they have
been in operation for years.  They currently have two Newtons (both 46' I think).  The boats are either fairly
new or extremely well maintained.  For those that don't know, Newtons are generally regarded as top of the
line dive boats.  Fast, comfortable and built exclusively for diving.

Most of the dives require a boat ride of thirty minutes to a couple of hours.  We really enjoyed the boat rides
as the Belize barrier reef is beautiful with more uninhabited islands than one could count.  Most days, there
were no other divers at any of our dive sites.  

BDS is very safety oriented.  Everyone dives with a guide in small groups.  We dove with Giovanni, a local
man (notwithstanding the Italian name) who was smart, fun and relaxed.  BDS serves either snacks or lunch
on board every day.  Great local food.  BDS is the first land based dive shop I have ever seen with an onsite
kitchen and cook.

One of the Dive Till you Drop days takes everyone out to The Blue Hole.  While a beautiful spot from the
deck, the diving is nothing special.  However, The Blue Hole dive is followed by two dives on offshore
reefs near the Blue Hole.  Those dives are spectacular, probably because they are so far offshore.  The Blue
Hole trip makes for a long day.  It starts around 5 am with breakfast at the BDS shop and the boat does not
return until about 5 pm.  But it is well worth it for dives #2 and #3 and for the lunch time shore excursion to
an island with a small park and a booby bird nesting site.
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The reefs showed some signs of stress but were generally in good shape with staghorn holding its own on
many sections of the reef and some elkhorn (both usually good educators of a healthy reef).  Belize seems to
have more big sea life than most Caribbean dive destinations.  In particular, we saw a lot of sharks including
a lot of Caribbean reef sharks, which we found more interesting than the more typical nurse sharks.  On two
dives we encountered dolphins playing underwater.  While we often see them from the surface, that is the
first time I ever remember diving with them.  What a treat.

In summary, when it comes to Caribbean diving, it doesn't get much better (or easier) than a trip to Caye
Caulker to dive with Belize Diving Services.

------------------------------------
"Healthy Reefs but few fish in South Belize" 

Belize Underwater/Belize Ocean Club in Placencia, Feb 2018 (Rpt #10130 has 1
Helpful Vote) by  Gareth Richards (Email author), OH, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Galapagos, Cocos, Philippines, Socorro, GBR, NZ, Bahamas, Mexico Pacific, Cayman, US Keys,
Mediterranean (Cyprus, Corsica), Roatan, BVI. 
Airport:  PLJ. Getting There:  
Fly in to Belize City then transfer to Maya Island Air or Tropic air for 30 min puddle jumper flight
(recommended) or 3 hr drive.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  rainy. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  75 to 77 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
40-50 minute dives with guide. DM separated divers by ability. 75 ft max typically. 3200psi in tank,
typically finished with 1400 remaining. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Camera tank on day boat. No shore facilities.. 
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----- Overall Comments -----
We decided on this trip as a non-hard core diving trip. In other words we wanted to be on the beach with
some land based diving. Placencia fit the bill. The Belize Ocean Club is a great resort and has a fabulous
40-meter pool which attracted me because I like to swim laps. It also has a dive shop on site (Belize
Underwater) so that was perfect! We booked the trip through Reef and Rainforest who are a dive travel
agency, and they took care of booking all internal flights and road transfers. We had 9 days in Placencia at
Belize Ocean Club and then 5 days in the interior at Chaa Creek (check their website) to see the
jungle/waterfalls/mayan ruins/zoo. Highly recommend the zoo if you are in Belize, it's only about an hour
from the airport so you can fit it in on the way to/from. Belize is a small country and the network of puddle
jumper flights (Maya Island Air or Tropic Air) is a huge timesaver, and they leave almost every hour.

We are reasonably experienced couple, both Rescue, one of us 350 dives and one of us 120, who have done
multiple liveaboards and different destinations. It was apparent that this part of Belize is not a hard core
diving destination. We brought all our own gear and the other divers we encountered (very few) were under
30 dives and renting gear. From Placencia the reef and cayes are about a 30-40 minute boat ride, so a 2-tank
trip leaves at 0800 and you are back by 1300.

The dive operation was very smooth and their rental gear appeared brand new (we saw it where they were
storing our own gear). The shop took care of all our gear after the first day and had it on the boat for us the
next day.

The diving was typical caribbean reef diving. Mild current, dives were done as drift dives. Water was 75-77
and we both wore 5-mil and I wore a hood. We knew about this in advance and so came prepared, but other
divers were in rented shorties and were frozen. Reefs were in great shape, wonderful coral, sea fans,
sponges. However fish density was low. We did see all the usual suspects (parrot, squirrel, grunts, damsel,
drum, southern ray, eagle ray, lobster, moray, nurse sharks) but the fish were in quite low numbers. We
speculated that this was due to the abundant lion fish that we saw. There was no attempt by the DM to kill
any and it seemed to us that this was not the norm like it is in Roatan or other places. On the later days we
asked to borrow a spear (Hawaiian sling) so we could hunt the lionfish ourselves. Having seen us dive they
were OK to let us try and found us a spear to use, but charged us extra. The DM brought along a catch bag. I
had not tried this before but had seen it done. I was able to catch 3 and the DM caught 3 on one dive so we
came up with 6. Since we had kevlar gloves and shears (snips) it was pretty easy to cut off the spines safely
and filet them! I did this myself (thanks Youtube) and it was really pretty easy. We then took the cleaned
filets to a local restaurant (Maya Bistro - 1/2 mile from the resort, excellent) and they prepared them for us.

In summary this is not a hard core diving destination, but if you want to add some easy diving to your trip,
this is a pleasant place to do it. I also highly recommend adding a trip to the interior of the country and
specifically the zoo.

------------------------------------
"Fair diving out of Stann Creek District Belize" 

Belize Underwater SCUBA in Hopkins Bay, Dec 2017 (Rpt #10636) by Jeanette Hartshorn 
(Email author), MO, US. Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Mexico, Atlantic, Indonesia, Maldives, Hawaii, Cocos Island, Galapagos. 
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Airport:  Belize City. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
30 to 40 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
bottom times limited; stay within sight of divemaster. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
rinse bucket on dive boat. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Having enjoyed diving Belize's atolls during several previous trips, this time we were staying in the
Hopkins Bay area and wanted to see what the diving was like from the main shores of Belize.  This dive
operation had very large boats going out, holding on the order of 30 or more guests/snokelers/divers; it felt a
bit like a cattle call.  The boat ride was about 45min getting out to the destination, then we were divided into
groups.  They were pretty well organized, dividing between snokelers, divers and those learning how to
dive.  They paid good attention to safety.  The dive sites were mostly unremarkable, maybe overdived
compared to the outer-laying atolls we're used to diving there.  It seemed that the divemasters were rushing
to get through with the dives; they had a fixed schedule (to get back to shore and prep for the afternoon
trips).  All-in-all, it wasn't the kind of dive experience we look for, as we prefer slow divemasters that allow
us more bottom time since we don't guzzle air.  But it seemed to be a safe operation that catered more to
inexperienced divers or those learning.  If I dive from the main shores of Belize again, I will look for a
different location and operation.

------------------------------------
"Great week above and below the water" 

Blackbird Resort, Oct 2018 (Rpt #10548) by Lynn Austin (Email author), CA, US. 
Reviewer 3 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean,  Bonaire, FL keys, Hawaii, Cozumel ,Grand Turk. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Need to be there by 2 pm on Wed. or Sat to catch the boat to the resort.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
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Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Monitor your own NDT and depth.  Head for 3 min safety stop at 700 psi[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[Our 2 room cabana was clean and very comfortable.  The food was excellant and the staf was very
accomodating.  The dive crew was great at pointing out small creatures, and in general very accomodating
and flexable.  We would definately return without hesitation.None]

------------------------------------
"Frenchie's Dive Services (Caye Caulker)" 

Frenchie's Dive Services/Caye Reef in Caye Caulker, Apr 2018 (Rpt #10198) 
by  Mark Hillier (Email author), AB, CA. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  26-50 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Mexico, Victoria (Canada), Turks & Caicos, Barbados, Saint Lucia, Bahamas. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Fly to Belize city then puddle jump or take water taxi/ferry. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  81 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive time limited to ~45 mins; fairly strict underwater tour. DM would bang her tank if you were much
more than +/- 15' of her depth.. 
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----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Bucket on the dock. On the boat, you would have to use the mask-rinse barrel.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Solid operator with competent crew. We had 9 divers on a ~30' boat with twin 250 outboards and
emergency oxygen.

Most divers were new or hadn't been wet in a long time so not surprising that DMs were strict but I was
surfacing with 1100 and 1200 psi.

Cost for 2 tanks to the local reef (~30 mins) directly out from San Pedro were $250 BZ ($125 US) and
included all gear. I was offered a $20 BZ ($10 US) discount because I had all my own gear.

Surface interval was on shore at San Pedro

Entry was by giant stride through a side door and exit was via ladder.

------------------------------------
"So good we went twice in 4 months!" 

Hamanasi/Hamanasi Resort in southern coast of Belize, Apr 2018 (Rpt #10265 has 3
Helpful Votes) by  Dorothy McDonald (Email author), OH, US. Sr. Contributor 20 reports filed
 and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Philippines, Caribbean, Indonesia, South Pacific, Maldives, Florida. 
Getting There:  
Fly into Belize City.    Hamanasi arranged the connecting round trip flights with Maya Island Air between
Belize City and Dangriga (about a 15 minute flight).  We were met at Dangriga by a resort driver for the 40
minute drive to the resort. All went very smoothly.   . 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  . Seas:  . Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Divers were divided into small groups and each group had a guide who determined the max depth the group
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would go and asked that we keep him in sight and not go deeper than he went.  . 
----- What I Saw -----

Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: N/A Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Electrical outlets in the rooms are the same as in the US.  There are no special on-shore photo facilities. 
They had a large bucket and/or cooler with fresh water on the boat for cameras - but had to watch
non-photographers to make sure they weren't dipping their masks in the camera buckets.  The crew was
very careful about handling cameras and always wrapped mine in a towel before putting it in the bucket so
that it would not be bumped by other cameras or bump against the side of the bucket.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We had such a good time at Hamanasi Resort that we went twice in 4 months - first during December, 2017,
and again in April, 2018.  

First about the resort.  It is extremely well-run with a staff that is friendly and helpful, excellent food
(except for the steak which is fatty), great accommodations, and a variety of activities that will make divers
and non-divers happy.  One thing to know is that there is no wifi in the rooms - you can go to the main
building where reception/dining/bar are and get wifi service there.  

There are beach front rooms and "tree house" rooms.  We stayed in a Deluxe Treehouse on both visits and
highly recommend them.  They are secluded and very roomy.  The shower area is long with a shower head
at each end so, after returning from a day of diving, one dive buddy doesn't have to wait for the other to
finish showering.  While showering we often saw hummingbirds or iguanas in the branches outside our
window.  The Deluxe Tree Houses also have a Jacuzzi on their spacious deck.  Its a great place for relaxing
under the stars after dinner.  We heard from other divers that they liked the beach front rooms - so I don't
think you can go wrong on room choice.

The resort offers a variety of "adventure packages" which basically means some activities are included in
the resort price, depending on the package you choose.  There are also a variety of activities that include an
additional charge.  You can wait until you arrive to choose your activities or plan in advance.  It is the
activities that make this the perfect place for divers traveling with non-divers.  Our April trip was with a
non-diving couple.  While we chose the "dive package" and went diving each day, they spent the day on
other adventures (hiking through the jungle to look at birds, a day spent at the Mayan ruins at Tikal in
Guatemala, a river trip through the jungle, etc.  The four of us would meet for dinner and talk about what
we'd seen and done that day and no one felt they had given anything up for anyone else.  

The diving:  The first two days of our December trip we went on full day, 3 tank dives.  The 3-tank trips
have an extra charge and must have a minimum of 8 on the boat.  The boat rides were long, but the dives
were so good we didn't mind the long rides.  On one of those long trips we came across a large pod (about
50) of pilot whales.  The captain stopped the boat for awhile as the whales swam, spy-hopped, and fed all
around us!  The crew provided fresh fruit and cookies between dives and the resort sent along a box lunch
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for each diver on these long 3-tank dive trips (usually left at 7:00 am and returned around 3:30 pm).  The
breezy December conditions did make it seem pretty chilly when back on the boat between dives.  One
couple was from Great Britain and mentioned that it would be nice to have hot tea to help us warm up.  I
joked that hot chocolate would also be nice.  The dive crew always seemed to be looking for new ways to
make the divers happy and two days later we did have hot tea and hot chocolate between the dives! 
However, December also means that there can be stormy weather and there were two days when diving was
cancelled. (Divers can go on other "adventures" in place of diving when diving is cancelled).   The water
temperature ranged from 73 F - 81 F during our December trip.

During our April trip, the water was calmer and warmer and the weather cooperated for all our dives.  The
water temperature ranged from 81 F to 82 F except in the Blue Hole when it was 78 F.  The reefs were
healthy - with a variety of corals, sponges, turtles, and fish.  On our first dive we'd just made our descent
when a large loggerhead turtle swam out of the blue right towards us and between my buddy and me! 
Nothing seemed to phase that big turtle, he was on a mission and just went straight ahead, giving us a
close-up look at him as he passed!  Nurse sharks were very common and on a couple of dives there were
reef sharks and even a couple of curious bull sharks.  Most dives were on walls, so divers were able to
spread out - some preferred being on the top edge of the wall while others liked to be at different depths on
the face of the wall.  There was enough space for everyone in the group to be able to poke around and look
at things they were interested in as we moved along.  Our guide was also excellent at pointing out unusual
critters or things some of us might have missed.  

On both trips, divers were divided into groups of 4 or 6 with a guide for each group.  Except for the Blue
Hole dives, all dives were drift dives.  Most of our dives lasted about an hour.  As divers ran low on air,
they would ascend with their buddy and the guide would continue with those who still had air.  During both
December and April we came across dolphins while on the boat and the captain stopped so that we could
watch them play around the boat and watch as they rode the bow wave.  We did not see any dolphins during
our dives.  

In April, a new diver was doing open-water dives for her basic certification while at Hamanasi.  Although
she was on the boat with us, her Hamanasi instructor worked only with her.  After her first dive she got back
in the boat and announced that she didn't think diving was for her - she just didn't think she'd be able to do
it!  Her instructor was so patient and determined to help her, he figured out what her anxieties were and
helped her overcome them.  At the end of the week she was a certified diver and so proud of herself - and
also said she could not have done it without that instructor who worked tirelessly with her and whom she
said she learned more from than she had learned from her instructor back in the States!  That level of
dedication and helpfulness seemed to be present whenever we were with the dive crew, but the entire staff
at Hamanasi seemed to go out of their way to be friendly and to help guests.  It is part of what made us want
to return with our friends.  

------------------------------------
"Hamanansi dissappoints" 

Hamanasi, Jun 2018 (Rpt #10289) by Sheri Jeanne Tonn (Email author), WA, US. Reviewer 
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4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Solomon Islands, Palau, Galapagos, Indonesia, Philippines Hawaii, Belize, Caymans, Bonaire, Roatan,
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Mexico, Australia. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A Dive Operation: N/A 
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:   to  Feet]. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Nones. Mantas:  Nones. Dolphins:  Nones. Whale Sharks:  Nones. Turtles:  Nones. Whales:  
Nones. Corals: N/A Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]A word of warning. We tried to book through Hamanasi ahead of time because we are staying at a
friend's house down the beach. We were told it would be on a space available basis and to check in on our
arrival. We did. The weather was not great, and they took our name, phone number and e-mail. They had
relatively few people signed up on their dive board. We said we'd go on any trip and any dive. Even though
we had 9 possible days, we never were contacted. We revisited the dive shop, and know the boats went out
during the time we were in Hopkins. So, my advice, don't count on any diving unless you are staying at the
resort. We were highly disappointed. I would never choose to stay at the resort after this experience.

------------------------------------
"Hamanansi dissappoints" 

Hamanasi, Jun 2018 (Rpt #10290 has 1 Helpful Vote) by Sheri Jeanne Tonn (Email author),
 WA, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Solomon Islands, Palau, Galapagos, Indonesia, Philippines Hawaii, Belize, Caymans, Bonaire, Roatan,
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Mexico, Australia. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A Dive Operation: N/A 
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:   to  Feet]. 
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Nones. Mantas:  Nones. Dolphins:  Nones. Whale Sharks:  Nones. Turtles:  Nones. Whales:  
Nones. Corals: N/A Tropical Fish: N/A Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]A word of warning. We tried to book through Hamanasi ahead of time because we are staying at a
friend's house down the beach. We were told it would be on a space available basis and to check in on our
arrival. We did. The weather was not great, and they took our name, phone number and e-mail. They had
relatively few people signed up on their dive board. We said we'd go on any trip and any dive. Even though
we had 9 possible days, we never were contacted. We revisited the dive shop, and know the boats went out
during the time we were in Hopkins. So, my advice, don't count on any diving unless you are staying at the
resort. We were highly disappointed. I would never choose to stay at the resort after this experience.

------------------------------------
"Long Caye, Half Moon, and Blue Hole" 

Huracan Divers/Itza Lodge in Lighthouse Atoll, Jan 2018 (Rpt #10106) 
by eric williamson (Email author), MT, US. Reviewer 6 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Hawaii, Cabo San Lucas, Chinchorro Banks, Belize, Honduras Bay Islands, Panama, Costa Rica, Alaska,
GBR,Tasmania,Ningaloo. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
$25 US for taxi to hotel; then 1-2 hr boat ride to Long Caye.
Boat owned by Huracan Diving, runs 2x per week.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  80 to 110 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Generally 70 feet max, but prep dive and Blue Hole were 125 feet.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
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Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We stayed at Long Caye 2 weeks. Despite windy conditions and some cloudy days, we were able to dive
premium sites nearly every day. There is some dead coral, but abundant sponges, soft corals, and reef fish.
Half Moon Caye Natural Monument is a 10 minute boat ride away, and has more large snappers and
grouper, generally,but we liked the dives adjacent to Long Caye as much or more. Many sites are only 5
minutes away, so we came back to the Lodge between. On most days, 3 dives were scheduled.

Diving was along a wall, with lots of cracks and grottos. We saw 1 or 2 nurse or reef sharks almost every
dive. Eagle rays are common in the shallows, but only occasional during dives.

Half Moon Caye is a nesting site for red footed boobies, and frigate birds. There are crocodiles on Long
Caye, but are rarely seen. 

Itza Lodge and Huracan Diving seem to be about equal as far as accomodations and food. Itza is on the
beach, while the Huracan facility is back in the woods a hundred yards.Itza offers diving, and seems fine,
although they didn't have their own boat or dive instructors/ masters on staff, but hired as needed. Sand fleas
are present, but the Lodge sprays with a natural product to diminish, and we found any type of repellent to
work.

We dove the Blue Hole, but were not that impressed. There is very little life, visibility is not great. We
snorkelled there on the next trip and found some of the nicest reef and abundant fish, however.

------------------------------------
"Glover's Reef's Isla Marisol is an Island Paradise" 

Isla Marisol Resort in Glover's Reef, Dec 2017 (Rpt #10631) by Jeanette Hartshorn 
(Email author), MO, US. Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Atlantic, Indonesia, Maldives, Hawaii, Cocos Island, Galapagos. 
Airport:  Belize City. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
5 mm. Visibility:  40 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
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Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
There is a rinse tank at the dive shop for camera equipment but no camera room.  When we were there,
there was a fair amount of silt in the water due to weather- storms and winds, so you have to be careful
about backscatter.  Tons of free swimming nurse sharks that seemed curious of divers.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My husband and I absolutely LOVED our week’s stay and diving at Isla Marisol!  We seek out places off
the beaten track; places that are naturally beautiful and still comfortable.  Diving Glovers Reef has been on
my bucket list of dive destinations since I became certified in 1985.  Back then, staying out there would
have meant camping and roughing it.  Here we are thirty plus years later and we finally discover Isla
Marisol! 

This is a little island paradise.  All the staff are very warm and welcoming; the accommodations are rustic
but very comfortable, quiet and clean.  The meals were plentiful and deliciously home cooked authentic
Belizean style with lots of fresh fish. We watched birds and schools of fish in the shallow waters in front of
the cabana (Cabana 3) every morning over coffee.  We had an opportunity to meet and talk with Eddie
Usher, the owner, and learned much about Belize and some of the island’s history.

Our diving was outstanding- tons of fishes, healthy reefs.  The dive boats were pretty basic but you won't
spend much time in them; the dive sites are so close that you can spend your time relaxing instead of taking
long boat trips.  All drift dives in pretty mild current. You have to take a 90min boat trip out to the island
and unfortunately the bigger boat that they use for this purpose was in dry dock getting some repairs so we
travelled to the island on a dive boat with no overhead cover, so we got wet from the waves and a squall that
came through.  No big deal for us though; it was part of the experience. Our Divemasters Mora and Zoe
(also an Instructor) did a superb job of showing us around the reefs and giving us time to explore and
photograph. Our Boat Captains Seth, Douglas and Thomas all took such excellent care of us.  

We were truly spoiled by the staff during our stay. What an amazing island getaway!  Our only regret is that
it has taken us so long to discover you!  Thank you Isla Marisol- we will be back!

------------------------------------
"Good Diving at a Disappointing Resort" 

Itza Lodge in Long Caye, Feb 2018 (Rpt #10154 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Gary & Robin  Schiendelman (Email author), PA, US. Contributor 12 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia, PNG, Solomon Isl, Red Sea, Maldives, South Africa, Mozambique, Cocos Isl, Galapagos,
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Socorro, Var Caribbean locations, New Jersey, Florida, No Carolina, Philippines. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Flew direct from Newark to Belize City, then Hour & 45 minute boat ride to Long Caye. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  77 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:   to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Hour plus dives, 60' depth encouraged (except for the Blue Hole). 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
They put a small fresh water bucket on the boat once we requested it. There is no place on land to rinse your
camera. There is one rinse tank with a couple inches of dirty water at the bottom and they add a bucket or 2
of fresh water daily. If you have a big rig, be forewarned. The water pressure in the shower isn't enough and
you won't be able to fit your camera in the bathroom sink.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We booked this trip after reading the Undercurrent review in April 2016 and other reviews since. We were
mostly interested in the diving and had no problem with a "rustic" resort with no A/C, limited hot water and
bugs.

Generally we keep these reports short and concentrate on the diving, however this time we think it's
important to do the opposite. 

We were the only 2 people at the resort from the time we arrived on Saturday afternoon until Wednesday
when a family of 5 and another couple arrived. The day we left, they were expecting a group of 34 students
(joining the family of 5) as well as 4 or 5 other guests. 

Happy to report the diving is still good (by Caribbean standards). We mainly dove at close by sites on Long
Caye where the vis wasn't great. But we saw eagle rays, turtles, all the usual fish (and there are still lots of
fish there) and healthy coral. Also lots of small stuff pointed out by our excellent dive guide Mario. A
Belizian native, Mario, had previously worked at Itza and is there temporarily. We dove 2 days at Half
Moon Caye which was definitely worth the visit. The vis was great and in addition to the healthy coral, we
saw many, many large grouper, sharks and lots of rays. In our opinion, one of the best dive areas we've seen
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in the Caribbean in many years.

Although we did 15 dives through the week, we often repeated dive sites. Perhaps it was the weather (it was
blowing all week but surface water wasn't too rough) or because they didn't want to go far. Fortunately, the
dive sites were generally good enough that it didn't matter.

So now the bad. The resort has no manager. If you read reviews over the past couple of years you will see
the names of a couple of different managers who apparently were doing a pretty good job. There was NO
manager when we were there and it showed. While there are some staff members who are clearly good and
know their jobs, there is a total lack of communication and it shows in many ways. Jim, the owner was there
when we arrived and gave a basic, here is your room, this is meal time, the island is great to walk around
when you are not diving (it wasn't). After a day, Jim disappeared without telling anyone. Seems like he got
a ride to the mainland and just left. He didn't even have us fill out the government mandated forms for
everyone visiting Belize. He also neglected to tell us that we would not be able to dive on Wednesday
because the one boat they have had to go pick up the arriving guests. We never found out until Tuesday
night so could not even go to the other resort to see if we could get on their boat for the day. On
Wednesday, when the new guests (and Jim came back with his wife) we also had a change of captain. Capt.
Renee was a fill in and he was replaced by the dive manager, Elvis. Elvis was the boat captain for the rest of
the week and he was not as good as Capt Renee, often bumping the boat into the dock. He did comp us one
dive because of the "mis-communication" about diving on Wednesday. He seemed put off by the fact that
we didn't treat him as a "dive god" and were not sufficiently impressed when he told us he has been diving
all over the world. Since the shop was surprised that we arrived with all of our own gear, I guess Elvis is
used to new divers who are in awe of their dive guide.

We could go on about all the examples but don't want to seem like we are making this a rant. We do
however, want to let everyone know the current boat situation. All week, we were in a small, completely
open boat with only one engine. In addition, they only carry a marine radio that will not even reach the
resort if you are more than a few miles away. (And the transport from Belize City is 50+ miles). We had
engine issues (they said water in the gas) when we were returning from Half Moon Caye. Fortunately,
although it took a really long time, we were able to make it back. The morning of the Blue Hole trip there
were also problems but they were fixed with just a delay of about 45 minutes in leaving the dock. We had
seen previous management mentions that they are getting new boats for the crossing but that doesn't seem to
be happening. At this point, it seems they are chartering boats if they need to for a large group. 

We were fortunate that we didn't have a problem while doing the crossing upon our arrival. We were also
fortunate that they put us on the boat from another resort on the island for the return trip. Their boat had 2
motors and some shelter.

 

We do want to say that Mary (waitress, bartender, etc), Mario (dive guide), Stone (1st Mate), Capt Renee
(our first Captain)and the maintenance guy (don't remember his name) were really good and trying really
hard to keep things going. Our low ratings don't apply to them!

So...will we dive Belize again? Definitely! Will we return to Itza? Definitely NOT. For $5300 (for 2 divers
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not including bar tab, park fees & dive crew gratuities) we can find a whole lot of other places in Belize. It's
also worth noting that if you google "Itza Lodge Belize for sale" you will find the resort is for sale on a
website called "Belizeproperty.com" 

So how about someone buy this place and bring it up to it's potential! It could be an awesome place with
some pretty minor changes (boats and gear room) and better management!

------------------------------------
"Itza Lodge, Belize, Buyer Beware." 

Itza Lodge in Long Caye, Feb 2018 (Rpt #10191) by  Jocelyn Gill (Email author), ON, CA. 
Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  

Red Sea, Indonesia, Komodo, Nova Scotia, British Columbia, Caribbean islands (many), Cozumel, Florida,
Belize, Mexico (Puerto Vallarta), ABC islands, Roatan.. 
Airport:  Belize City, TZA. Getting There:  
Boat transport from Belize mainland to Long Caye is long (over 2 hours) and potentially bumpy if there is
rough weather.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Very accommodating for bottom times, asked not to go too crazy with depth.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
On board the dive boat, there was not "secure and safe" area for cameras. In my opinion, a camera accident
will happen someday.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The outer reefs of Belize are in excellent condition, and have reminded me of how beautiful Caribbean
diving used to be. The corals were in excellent health, the fish were quite abundant, and coral bleaching was
almost non-existent. Once underwater, it was truly wonderful.

Belize: Land: 

    88/1.028

https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=10191
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=gilljd


2019 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

After a 2 hour boat ride from Belize City where the seats had no cushioning, across choppy waters, we
climbed out of the boat onto the rebuild dock (rebuild after a recent hurricane). We were greeted with a rum
punch, and an “all too brief” explanation of the facilities. Being an eco lodge, we were told the water supply
came from a 32,000 gal cistern system filled with gathered rainwater which was doubly filtered for
drinking. We brought our own reusable water bottles. We had composting toilets, and two fans in our room
(one ceiling fan, one pedestal fan). Power was supplied by solar panels during the day, and a generator at
night. Hot water was supplied with the help of a propane tank. We had poor internet connection available
only close to the office, but as Jim (the owner) said, the speed varies from “slow to very low”. We were
discouraged from uploading or downloadingimages and videos.

The room and sheets were clean, and the towels were new. We were 

encouraged to use the same towels for the week, although fresh 

towels were promised if we asked for them. The food was adequate, but soft drinks, beer, and alcoholic
drinks were put on a tab. The diving offered was 2 or 3 dives daily, or more if we asked. Night dives only
happened if there were at least 4 divers participating. We were asked to produce our C-cards and assemble
our tanks in front of the divemasters (to prove that we knew how) and then were given our weights. From
that point on, the dive staff handled the tanks for us, including stowing fins, weight belts, and filling tanks
for the next dive. The web site advertised many available walking trails, bicycles, kayaks at your disposal.

Here were the problems our little group faced: The ATV used by staff to maintain the grounds, shuttle tanks
and equipment

back and forth, and move building materials had a rusted-out muffler. Perhaps an ATV is a necessary evil,
but the excessive noise from the muffler was unwelcome. One of our group was perpetually sick from the
water and was not readily offered bottled water. She had to scrounge and beg for bottled water from the
staff. The composting toilets needed new seals, so our room and noses were assaulted with the unpleasant
sewer smells when the winds were not strong enough to blow them away. We were one day without hot
water because the owner had not noticed the propane tank for the whole complex had run dry. One of our
group asked for fresh towels (theirs were left out to dry but were soaked by unexpected rains), but the
towels never materialized. Our ceiling fan died after 2 days. The food was adequate, but on a couple of
days, the food ran out before everyone had a chance to eat. (The kitchen staff were quick to make an
alternative meal for those who missed out on the main course). The walking trails were almost non-existent,
the foot bridges over the wet areas dubious (read: unsafe). Along these pathways, we came across the dump.
So much for recycling. The kayaks were functional. Unfortunately, there were no-see- ums on the island
which left itchy welts on our lower legs (brought DEET). Luckily, the (unusually) high winds (almost gale
force) we experienced during our week necessitated only one fogging event. The staff should have notified
us so we could vacate the area before the fogging started. Not good to get a lungful of toxins.

The dive boat was brand new, still waiting for the gauges to arrive and be installed. It was a 34 ft open
“panga” with a 200 hp 2 stroke Yamaha engine (which leaked steering fluid, leaving an oily streak in the
ocean.) There was a wooden tank rack in the center of the boat which prevented anyone from moving freely
from the front of the boat to the back. Suiting up must be done ON DOCK, and donning tanks was ONLY
accomplished with the help of the nimble, agile dive staff’s help. Backroll entry was the entry of choice.
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Exit from the water was relatively easy. The dive staff took weight belts and tanks, plus fins for us and
cameras, allowing us to exit the water using the ladder on the transom. They took my camera and placed it
anywhere there was room. I had no issues, but this system is ripe for a camera accident with the boat so
crammed and many divers flailing around.

One “very big plus” to the diving was our allowed bottom time. My buddy and (especially I) are quite
comfortable under water, and therefore have long bottom times. The other “air hogs” were encouraged to
exit the water when their tanks were down to 500 psi, and the rest of us were allowed to continue the dive.
Our dives lasted 1 hour, sometimes more. We got our $60 worth for sure!

As I have already mentioned, the fish and coral life were excellent, including Indigo, Black and Barred
Hamlets, Honeycomb Cowfish, Scrawled Filefish, Burr Fish, Scorpion Fish, schools of 50 or more Blue
Tangs, schools of Creole Wrasse, many dozens of Blue Chromis, Permit, Arrow Crabs, Garden Eels,
Loggerhead Turtles, Green Turtles,and Hawksbill Turtles, Trumpet Fish, Green and Brown Spotted Moray
Eels, Juvenile Spotted Drums, Queen Triggerfish, Flamingo Tongues, Giant Hermit Crabs, Spiny Lobster,
Channel Crabs,and (most important for a healthy ecosystem) Reef Sharks, Blacktip Sharks (apex predators.)
Elvis Solis, a Master Instructor and our primary guide was excellent at finding the little, unusual stuff
including a Decorator Crab, Peppermint Shrimp, Long Necked Crab, juvenile Shortfin Pipefish and Slender
Filefish etc. A favorite dive site was “the Aquarium” where the Bermuda Chub schooled about the diver,
hoping to be fed, and where Elvis habituated a rather large Nassau Grouper where he and others could
gently stroke it. Perhaps this practice of feeding fish is not the best, but admittedly, it does give us a good
show. Unfortunately, we also saw the dreaded, invasive Lionfish.

Our night diving was wonderful: On one occasion, Elvis set aside the required “4 people rule” and took my
buddy and me out alone. It was marvelous having your own personal guide. The dive site was one we had
done during the day, “The Aquarium”. There were no schools of Bermuda Chub mobbing us this time, but
the resident Green Moray, Spotted Moray, Octopus and juvenile Reef Squid made appearances. Before our
night dive, my buddy asked to see a Sculptured Slipper Lobster (his favorite critter), a tall order indeed.
Elvis said he had not seen one in 7 years, but he was willing to try. At the end of our hour underwater, we
heard woops and screeches. Elvis found one (!!!), and we photographed it. I think Elvis was more excited
than my buddy was, and we all had great stories to tell everyone at dinner that evening.

On our penultimate day, we settled our tab. Because my buddy and I did not drink from the bar, I expected
our tab to only include our park fees for Halfmoon Key and the Blue Hole. We were in for a shock!

When booking on line for this trip, I chose the “15 dive package” for my buddy and me which was (and
STILL IS) clearly advertised on line. We had each done only 13 dives each during the week, (missing 2
dives each due to the weather). Dives that are cancelled due to weather are non-refundable, only dives
cancelled due to mechanical breakdown were subject to refunds. Well, not only did the owner try to charge
us for 2 extra trips to the Blue Hole and Halfmoon Key (we only did one trip), he also charged us for 3 extra
dives each on our final tab, saying we payed for only 10 dives each. I eventually found their web site and
showed him what we booked for, but, he said the receipt I got once I paid showed it was only for 10 dives.
Sure enough, the receipt was only for 10 dives. I never thought to scrutinize the receipt to make sure the
numbers on the web site and my receipt agreed. It was an example of “bait and switch”. We paid the bill,
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after Jim (the owner) gave a huge and confusing song and dance that the numbers work out… something
about taxes and a hotel fee that were not included. But, after returning to my room and ruminating on what
he said, I realized he was giving me a song and dance.

The other guests also had inflated charges on their final tabs. One was charged for 11 bar drinks when she
only had 2, another was overcharged for the room, another was overcharged for snorkeling excursions not
taken. If the overcharges were not too significant, some would say “keep the difference”. The process of
refunding money involved connecting to a spotty internet signal, and waiting, sometimes being
disconnected and needing to try again. It's understandable why some clients said "keep the difference".

It smacked of a deceitful attempt to squeeze more money out of the guests. Talk about leaving with a sour
taste in your mouth.

All in all, I would return to Belize and dive the outer reef again, but, I would not return to Itza Lodge.
Although the dive staff busted their hinnies for the guests, and Elvis was very knowledgeable and great at
finding critters, the rooms were mediocre (the lighting in the rooms was exceptionally dim, there were only
2 electrical outlets in the room, too few for camera charging, etc. and the outlet in the bathroom did not
work), the food was not plentiful, the walking trails were non-existent to downright hazardous, the dive boat
was far too small for the number of divers, and the owner was deceitful. Our trip to Blackbird Key in 2003
gets higher marks.

------------------------------------
"Relaxed Diving - great little eco resort for beginners and families " 

Off the Wall Dive Center and Resort in Glovers Reef, Jan 2018 (Rpt #10763) 
by Lynn Palensky (Email author), OR, US.  Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Cozumel, Fiji, Raja Ampat, Socorro's,  Christmas Island, Vanuatu, Puget Sound, Thailand. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Fly into Belize City then local flight (20 min) to Dangriga, Belize. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  75 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Leave the camera at home or bring your point and shoot!. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[We chose Off the Wall Resort for a family trip that included a 7 year old, one non-diver and one diver/fly
fisher.  We could do all three in one place for a great price – fly fish for bone fish, snorkel and dive. It’s a
lovely little (7) unit place that composts, recycles, minimizes waste, uses solar, etc.  Its owned and operated
by a Portland, OR couple.  Good food, bungalows are right on the water or just back from it. Lovely views
that face east.  The dive operation is solid and simple – two boats, two guides and 2-3 dives/day available
plus optional night dives.  There are gear-hanging areas within 30 feet of the boat dock. We went in the
winter so the weather wasn’t stellar.  It was pretty windy and often chilly at times.  The solar arrays couldn’t
heat the water enough to get a warm shower (outdoor) after the dives, but the owners made up for it one
night by having buckets of hot water to pour over us from the kitchen. 

The staff were great – helpful and accommodating and they had everything dialed in.  At the same time it all
felt quite relaxed.  The hermit crabs!  Hermit crabs are literally EVERYWHERE, which made the island
feel so alive and fun, especially for the 7 year old.  Osprey, birds, hermit crabs and other critters were cool
to watch.

Snorkeling was limited to the east shore due to weather, but it was a great place to snorkel.  Nice corals,
nurse sharks, schools of fish – nice area.  Diving was just okay for us, but our bar is pretty high after having
traveled to Indo, Socorro’s etc.  The water was clear and blue, but as we’ve found with other places in the
Caribbean, the fish numbers and diversity are just not there.  We had dolphins join us for one day which was
a highlight and the night dive was nice (but that’s another story).  All in all, it worked great for our extended
family and to just get in the water during the cold winter months in Oregon and Washington.

The reason I took Dive Rescue was inspired from my night dive there.  We all went with the dive guide on
the boat to a place just off the resort.  One of the divers was 14 years old and diving alone (no designated
buddy) and it was her 9th dive. The girl was apprehensive about descending in the dark and asked my to
stay with her.  It was windy topside and everyone else was already down (including my brother).  I finally
got her down and she popped back up to the surface 3 times.  She insisted on finishing the dive. I finally
signaled to the guide that she was having issues and he needed to deal with it.  I was not feeling good about
abandoning my buddy and going up and down with her.  I got our feeling frustrated about the situation –
more than the guide and likely the girl.  The long and short is that it felt like the local guide wasn’t taking
the time to understand the experience levels of all the clients and ensuring that a young diver had a
designated buddy.  If anyone needed a buddy it was her and the guide could have played that role. I was
disappointed in his “relaxed” attitude, but I am more prepared to deal with that kind of situation now – with
the diver as well as the guide.  

Overall the resort was great for what we wanted and needed for the family.  We did

------------------------------------
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"San Pedro, Ambergris Caye great stay, but mediocre diving" 

Ramon's Village Resort in Ambergris Caye, Dec 2017 (Rpt #10085 has 1 Helpful
Vote) by  Rick Bates (Email author), ON, CA. Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia (Wakatobi), Papua New Guinea, Australia (Melborne/Sydney/GBR), Fiji, Florida, Bahamas,
Curaçao, Roatan, Bonaire, St. Maarten, Belize, Turks & Caicos, Cozumel, Great Lakes, St Lawrence River,
North Carolina, Tobermory, British Columbia, San Juan Islands WA, Gulf Islands BC, Nova Scotia. 
Airport:  San Pedro. Getting There:  
Direct to Belize City then to San Pedro. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  80 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Group depth & time specified on each dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No facilities for UWP on board or on land, except separate bucket on board.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Our fourth Christmas diving vacation where we put the emphasis on accommodation and variety of
restaurants available within walking distance. Diving is a secondary consideration for this trip. In this
regard, San Pedro and Ambergris Caye did not disappoint.  Ramon’s is a beautiful resort, recently
completely rebuilt after a fire in 2013 it was modern, clean, and well-appointed with great staff.

Our room, a seaside private cabana was perfect, isolated from everything else but very close to all the
facilities. Service from all the staff was 5 stars all the way. I can highly recommend this resort diving or not.
 The restaurant was very nice, great menu choices, but we chose to eat out every night as per our plan.

The dive shop and boats were only about 100 feet away from our front door which was an added luxury for
us, plus lockers on the dock for overnight storage.
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They have a variety of boats, and we were on the same one for all four days of our diving, with the same
crew and DM’s for all dives.  They go out for one tank dives at 9am, 11:30am and 2pm. Depending on your
package, you can pick and choose whichever departures you want to use up your pre-paid dives.  All dive
sites were only about 10 mins away. Extended trips to sites like the Blue Hole are available for added
charges.

The diving was generally disappointing, with little difference to each site. Visibility was not that good by
Caribbean standards, fish life big and small was not nearly as abundant as say Bonaire or Little Cayman. 
The reefs looked healthy enough, but were bland compared to other destinations we are used to. 

Nurse sharks were, however everywhere, and helped make the dives more interesting.  We were treated to
an incredible, albeit short, encounter at depth by two dolphins who appeared out of nowhere, played around
a few minutes within feet of us, and then disappeared.  The wind and constant surge made diving a little bit
of work, and getting back on the boat was a bit of a challenge, but the crew was always very helpful and
made it as easy as it could have been.

We only dove for 3 days, and were happy we did, but we were glad we hadn’t spent the money just to go
diving here, because we would have been very disappointed.

Over all, resort & dive operation were top notch, but the diving in this part of Belize does not live up to the
hype.  San Pedro was a fun place to visit, we might even consider a return visit, but wouldn’t go for the
diving. Before we return to Belize, I will have to research the quality of diving at the other locations first to
ensure the diving will be worth it.

------------------------------------
"The perfect destination for great diving and fly-fishing" 

Turneffe Flats in Turneffe Atoll, Mar 2018 (Rpt #10741) by Marty Shubert (Email author),
 MD, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Dominica, Cozumel, Sea of Cortez, Bahamas, Statia, Saba, Roatan, Florida Keys, Puerto Rico. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Since you have to take a boat out to the Atoll, an early morning flight to Belize works best. For us on the
East coast, staying the night in Charlotte NC is the best option and catching the flight out in the morning is
nice an unrushed. Charlotte is a nice overnight.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  . Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Divemaster guided so if you are doing photo work it is a bit rushed. Some latitude at the end of the dive for
Macro work in the shallower water.. 
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----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Small rinse bucket on board dive boat so if you have a lot of camera equipment coordinate for an additional
bucket. Tables on the dive boat are workable for gear storage and the staff is used to accommodating
photographers. Toward the end of the dive trip the guides were more comfortable with me straying from the
flock with my camera.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
For my wife and I, return customers to the Flats, this is a perfect combination of great accomodations,
superb service, and world class diving and flyfishing. 

The diving on the Elbow, at the end of the atoll was excellent with plenty of schools of Jack and other fish
but was definitely predicated on weather availability. Even on windy days the excellent dive staff found
places for good diving. The visibility here is predicated on tidal outflow from the mangrove lagoons in
combination with the prevailing winds so it is an art to find great visibility (80+ ft)on every dive but the
staff routinely pulls it off. The standard day consists of 3 dives with plenty of good food and drink provided
on the boat between dives. One day incorporates a deep dive to 150 ft as prep for the blue hole the next day.
Not a fan of the Blue Hole with the parking lot of boats, but the Flats team does get you there early before
the masses arrive so visibility is not too bad. The dives on Lighthouse reef after that are outstanding with the
better chance of seeing pelagics than at Turneffe sites. 

The Atoll adventure eco-tour program that the Flats has is definitely worth the effort. Even though you are a
scuba diver, take the time to go snorkeling with Abel. You will learn a heap and may see a manatee. 

Craig and Karen, the owners and operators of the resort are amazing people, with Craig being the last
remaining original owner of a lodge on Turneffe. He also runs the Turneffe Atoll Trust that is striking a
great balance between the recreational and commercial operations on Turneffe. They run a tight ship with
respect to environmental concerns, while still taking great care of their staff and providing exceptional
service to their guests.  

Accommodations are absolutely excellent considering the remoteness of the place. Water and electric were
always available, air conditioning in every bungalow worked fine, and equipment and boats were in great
shape. Food was very good also. I am amazed they keep this place running at this level with all that they do.
In talking to many guests and staff, this is the preferred resort on Turneffe. The small size makes it a great
place to make the acquaintance of all of the guests during your stay and make it an extremely unique
experience. Watching the moon rise over the reef while sipping a rum punch after a great day of diving and
a great dinner with new found friends; that's the Flats experience. There are plenty of other places that my
wife and I want to dive, but returning to Turneffe Flats is on our vacation planner. Oh, and if you are also a
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flyfisherman, this place is paradise.

------------------------------------
"Turneffe Flatts" 

Turneffe Flats dive staff in Turneffe Flats, Jun 2018 (Rpt #10313) by Robert B Tallitsch 
(Email author), IL, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]. 
Airport:  Belize city. Getting There:  
direct flights or connecting flights, depending on city of origin. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth limits, bottom time, surface time. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my second visit to Turneffe Flats. (First was in March of 2015) I chose this location due to the fact
that I was traveling as a single diver, and I knew that the resort was small and with an excellent dive staff.
The diving was amazing, boat captain, dive masters equally so. Living quarters, food etc. was excellent.
Turneffe Flats costs a little more, but every penny is worth it. I would recommend this location and diving
the Turneffe atoll to everyone. The biodiversity is amazing and I promise you you won't be disappointed,
unless you are looking for lots of sharks, as they aren't that common around the atoll.

------------------------------------
"Land of the Giants" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Feb 2018 (Rpt #10145 has 2 Helpful Votes) 
by John Brodnax (Email author), TX, US. 2 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Grand Cayman,Little Cayman, Bonaire, St. Croix, St. Thomas, St. John.. 
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Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Direct flight Houston to Belize City; 1.5 hr boat ride to Island. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The divemasters gave a max depth and time.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Our first trip to Turneffe Island Resort was one of superlatives. Diving "The Elbow" several times (where
the currents from either side of the large atoll mix) was a memorable experience.. I dubbed it the Land of
the Giants. A Goliath Grouper that turned curiously to watch as I approached. Groups of large boxfish,
midnight parrotfish and black grouper. I ascended to my safety stop one morning to find perhaps a hundred
large permit swimming nearby. The dive masters Marcela and Marcel were excellent and helpful, and
frequently laughing with us about something. They were great spotters. Pipefish and toadfish were a couple
of my favorites. The reefs were the healthiest I've seen in the Caribbean. The corals were abundant and
vibrant. Snorkeling - My wife, a former diver, raved about it. OMG was a recurring description. Saw lots of
species, including colorful juveniles that she had never seen before, at shallow sites not far from the resort.
Dove with dolphin one day. Meals - Fidel and the staff greeted everyone warmly and provided delicious
freshly prepared meals. The family style dining encouraged meeting a bunch of really fine folks from all
over the place with lots of stories to share. Spa - our couples massage was a relaxing end to one of our days.
It was a great week. We look forward to returning.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

" Belize Aggressor IV (Sun Dancer) very tired and old" 
Aggressor Fleet, Sep 2018 (Rpt #10566 has 1 Helpful Vote) by Diane Nash (Email author),
 VA, US. Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 

Belize: Liveaboard: 

    97/1.028

https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=10566
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=dnash



