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with him due to the hurricane, but they were two great days of diving thanks to his dive experience and
expertise. We found the reef to be in good condition and full of sealife. The dive staff was very proud of
their efforts at coral farming which they used to replace any damage they saw to the reefs. Joel was also
with us and is amarine biologist. We will most definitely return to Puerto Rico again when the damage
from Mariais resolved most importantly their power grid updated. We heard from many of the lovely
Puerto Rican’ s that we met during this experience that out of everything bad there will come some good.
They hope this devastating hurricane will once and for al repair and replace their archaic power grid. Itisa
beautiful island filled with great people. Please consider it as a diving destination in the future.

Red Sea (2 Reports)

Red Sea Diving Overview:
Egypt - Sharm el Sheikh

Europeans flock to the Red Sea for excellent live-aboard diving, scoffing at Americans who miss the fine
diving because of their inordinate fear of terrorism. Hurghada dive operators are failing to care for their
reefs, so divers head farther south. Live-aboards get divers to the best Red Sea diving. Water temperatures
can drop into the cool 60s during February and rise into the 80s by August.

Red Sea Seasonal Planner:

Air temperatures in winter range from 60-75; thewater can drop down into the upper 60s, with the coolest
temperatures occurring in February. Summer land temperatures slide right up past 100, with the water
temperature rising into the low 80s (take a wetsuit anyway). The hottest month is August. If you are going
to do any land exploration (and how do you visit the Red Seawithout at least a peek at the pyramids), the
trade-off for warm water is hot weather. The manta season is from March to June.

Liveaboards

"Great times in Egypt"
Red Sea Aggressor/Luxor: Maritime Jolie Ville in Marsa Alam, Jun 2017 (Rpt #9649)
by Harold L Fenner Jr (Email author), OH, US. *+ Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
great lakes, alaska & bc, kona, kauai, galapagos, fl keys, bonaire, cozumel, roatan, saba, philippines, red
sea.
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
use travel agent!.

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ i Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $$: %
Dive Operation: Wk x % ¥ Accommodations; iAW Food: WA
Service and Attitude: ddr ik Environmental Sensitivity: i ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. cam. Water: 79to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 5 mm. Visibility:

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 791/881


https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=9649
https://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=buckeye

2018 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
no deco, not below 130 ft, buddy or follow guide.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ %X  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: ¥ %  LargeFish: %%k ¥
Large Pelagics: #rir ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wi Subject Matter: ¥ i
Boat Facilities: Wi %W Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
crew took excellent care of gear pre- and post-dive. only 11 of possible 20 divers on this charter; plenty of
room. might be tight with full boat..
----- Overall Comments -----
| booked the Red Sea Aggressor (RSA) in January when | saw the $1300 price for two separate weeks in
June. | chose 24 Juneto 1 July. | used Deep Blue Adventures, Kristi, to coordinate my add-on and boat. She
worked through Aggressor travel. | left Cleveland Tuesday evening and arrived in Luxor Wednesday just
before midnight (United to Dulles, Turkish to Cairo vialstanbul, and EgyptAir to Luxor). | had no problems
making the three connections, having between two- and three-hour layovers. | stayed at the Maritime Jolie
Ville which isvery private, being on an island in the Nile. The first day in Luxor | visited the Luxor
Museum (only person there) and the Luxor Temple (both during the day and at night which is spectacular).
Second day, | toured three tombsin the Valley of the Kings, Hatshepsut Temple, Deir EI Madina (worker’s
village, including two tombs), Temple of Ramses 111, and Colossus of Memnon. | left Saturday at 8 am for
the six-hour drive to Port Ghalib. | boarded the RSA about 2:30 pm.

Only 11 divers booked for the week, so | ended up with my own room. Everything about the RSA is
outstanding. All crew members were extremely service oriented and were always there to help. The food,
the best I’ ve had among five previous liveaboards. The north itinerary included: Sunday — three day dives
and one night dive (Marsa Shauna/Mobarak); Monday — four dives at Little Brother; Tuesday —four dives at
Big Brother (including wrecks Numidia and Aida); Wednesday and Thursday — four dives each day at
Daedalus Reef; and Friday —two dives at Abu Dahbad 11 (in place of Elphinstone due to high winds).

The highlights from diving were the quantity and quality of hard and soft coral, variety of tropical fish
(most smaller), numerous large eels, and frequent sightings of sharks (scalloped hammerheads, oceanic
white tip, thresher, silky, and white tip reef, mostly at Daedalus Resf).

| highly recommend the RSA, particularly with the reduced pricing and likelihood of less than afull boat. |
felt very safe everywhere | went in Egypt. Security is prevalent at the tourist sights, along the highways,
hotels, and pretty much all over. If you have the time, visit Cairo, Luxor, and Abu Simbal, before or after
the RSA. Spend a bit more and get a private guide and driver for sightseeing. Aggressor uses TVB
Destinations for local services and they were superb.

My return was ground transfer to Hurghada; 13 hours at the Hurghada Marriott; Turkish to Dullesvia
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Istanbul (six-hour layover); overnight at Dulles Hyatt Regency; and finally, United to Cleveland.

Port Ghalib (the home of the RSA) isdriving: 15 to 30 minutes from the Marsa Alam airport; about 5.5
hours from Luxor; and about 3.5 hours from Hurghada. Turkish Airlines has good food and service, and
outstanding in-flight entertainment; however, except for boarding at Dulles, boarding pass groups mean
nothing unless business class. Also, parking away from the terminal and getting bussed around seems the
norm.

"Whirlwind: Wrecks and Reefs"
Tornado Fleet/Whirlwind in Northern Red Sea, Nov 2017 (Rpt #10057) by Jack Bernstein
(Email author), OH, US." = Reviewer 6 reports filed. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Red Sea, Galapagos, Philippines, Cayman Islands, Turks and Caicos, Costa Rica, Bonaire, St. Lucia,
Florida, SanDiego, Puerto Rico, Saba, St. Kitts, Statia, Cancun, Cozumel, Indonesia.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
From US, Get to Cairo and the EgyptAir to Hurghada OR take a charter from the UK or Amsterdam..
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: % Beginners: wdr¥%  Valuefor $5: w Wi
Dive Operation: %%  Accommodations: %  Food: W%
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. choppy, currents. Water: 78to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
50 to 70 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Generally, 30m but people with special training went deeper..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas. None. Dolphins: 1 or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %ir¥ & Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wi Subject Matter: ¥ i i Boat Facilities: % ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
They are reasonably setup with charging bays. If there are only afew photographers, no issues. If lots, oh
boy. They did have rinse tanks and compressed air. They were careful in handling the cameras..
----- Overall Comments -----

From the US, it takes a while to get there. Anticipate 24-36 hours. You' [l need to connect somewherein
Europe. | routed DAY -ATL-FCO-CAI and then to Hurghada on alater flight. There are charters through the
UK and from Amsterdam direct to Hurghada.
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Thisisarelatively cheap Liveaboard, reserved through the UK. | was the only American on the boat. There
was one Dutchman (my dive buddy) and the rest were English.

There are some good wrecks but poor planning occasionally got us there when the day boats were there.
Too crowded. The reefs are pretty but the currents occasionally rushed us by everything.

Nevertheless, if you haven't been, might be worth the trip. Please note that they are serious about their
medical forms. If you have ANY THING wrong, they want a Doctor’ s note. Most older diverslie.

Saba (1 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview:

Sabais one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70 feet, with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations are in quaint
villages at 1,000 feet and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool, pleasant climate.
It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands.

Saba Seasonal Planner:

On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65 at night, so travel with ajacket or sweater is recommended.
Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70s to mid 80s. The most rain falls during the month of
November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best sites are offshore seamounts.
Sabaisin the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Liveaboards

"SABA/ St. Kitts - Caribbean Explorer II"
Explorer Ventures in St. Kitts, Oct 2017 (Rpt #9882 has 2 Helpful Votes)
by Timothy JHedrick (Email author), IL, US. 2 reportsfiled and. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Worldwide.
Airport: SKB. Getting There:
NA.

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: Wrir Wi Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: N/A Food: ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. no currents. Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
1510 40 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth Limit restricted due to Nitrox (110). No other restrictions.
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