
2018 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

Rinse tank on boat. 
----- Overall Comments -----

We stayed at Sandals for a few day, and since SCUBA is included along with all the equipment, we decided
to dive  a couple of afternoons. It is mandatory for all divers to bring a signed  Dr.form that you download
on their site. Sandals is fabulous- ocean view club level is great. It is all inclusive, with top shelf liquor,
food, water sports, and all tips included. the only money I spent was $7 for a souvenir.  Sandals offers PADI
certifications, snorkel and dive trips. the morning trips are to deeper sites, the afternoons to shallower spots
.We took a van to the dive shop, where we were fitted for equipment. We took along our own masks,
computers, and wetsuits. the friendly crew welcomed us onboard. We dove 2 afternoons- the first day was
with Delond- friendly and helpful, but way too fast in the water. the water temp was about 82, viz 40 ft. We
dove Carlysle Bay both days- where there are 5 small wrecks. We saw the typical reef fish- trumpets, squid,
grouper, angels, etc. the highlight was watching a smooth trunkfish play with a starfish- then eat it.   The
second day our dive master was Ron, also friendly, and pointed out things. The viz was 30-40 ft. we saw 2
turtles, a couple of spotted morays, flying gurnard, numerous garden eels, and reef fish as day before. Max
depth of the dives were about 45 ft for just under an hour.  We will be returning to Sandals in Feb., and will
dive with them again.

------------------------------------

Belize (24 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview: 
Inside the world's second-largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. GOOD
DIVING IN BELIZE IS REACHABLE FROM LIVE ABOARDS OR FROM RESORTS on the offshore
cayes. The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting
but disappointing to many experienced divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip,
take a couple days to visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour
fl ight from Houston. Belize lies in the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits.

Belize Seasonal Planner: 
	The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June, when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit in 1931, 1961, and 1978. During winter months (mainly December, January, and
February), Belize is also subject to northers that blow down and disrupt diving for several days. Water
temperature may dip as low as the 70s in the winter and reach as high as 85 in the summer.

Land-Based
"Ambergris Caye, Belize: Corals ok; fish life diminished" 

Ambergris Divers/Sun Breeze Hotel in Barrier Reef off of Ambergris , Nov 2017 (Rpt
#9970) by John A Thich (Email author), CO, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Red Sea, Great Barrier Reef, Okinawa, Sipadan(x2) Papua New Guinea, Tahiti, Belize, Sechelles,
Dominican Republic, Dominica, Vietnam, FL keys. 
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Airport:  San Pedro Airport, Ambergris Caye. Getting There:  
direct flight to Belize City airport from Dallas Fort Worth; then a puddle jumper to San Pedro Airport. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  75 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
30 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth limits usually 80-90 ft max, more commonly 60 ft. Staying in groups (5-10) led by DM; mandatory
deco stop 15ft; start surfacing process at 1000 psi. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Only a couple of divers had cameras; boat had no camera table...just a bucket of fresh water.  No camera
facilities at the satellite dive center. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We were scuba diving in Ambergris Caye 15 years ago.  Diving outfits were not as professional but the
barrier reef was full of life and the corals were very healthy.  Today the corals we observed are doing ok but
fish life did not seem to be nearly as abundant.  We did do a night dive in the marine park which is
apparently where all the smart fish now live (lots of rays).  We saw only a few lion fish during our 14
dives...most have been harvested by locals and our DM's.  The nurse sharks are very tame and during a
shark feed, we were surrounded by 8-10 sharks with some moray eels and groupers trying to get in on the
feed.  Otherwise, we saw only occasional schools of small fish, a couple of turtles, a couple of manta rays, a
couple of moray eels, a dolphin or two, a few groupers, a few small lobsters and some barracudas.  The
general dive site topography consisted of lots of sandy bottom canyons between coral ridges. Overall, the
dive sites were interesting and still generally colorful.  We did the blue hole and two other sites 15 years ago
that took 2.5 hours to get to by boat.  These had plenty of fish life then and apparently still do today from
reports of those who took the extra cost trip (all day).  We expected San Pedro to be busier and more built
up...and it was.  Narrow roads and lots of golf cart traffic...the place is still somewhat run down and trashy
in parts.  Surprisingly, the accommodations at Sunbreeze (located on the beach)were very good, service was
excellent, staff were very helpful and friendly.  The food at the restaurant (Blue Water Grill) associated with
the hotel was more than very good and reasonably priced.  We went as a group of Colorado divers (approx
50) and likely were able to negotiate good rates.  The airport was a block away and Ambergris Divers had a
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dive shop satellite adjacent to the hotel.  No long distances to walk to anything.  The dive operation was
very well run and the staff very helpful.  The dive masters were very knowledgeable and provided very
thorough briefings and were very safety conscious.  The dive boats were spacious and all equipment was
serviced between dives and ready the next day.  All the dive sites were within 10 minutes boat ride from the
dock.  I believe that we might have had more luck with fish life had we gone further out along the reef away
from the popular and most economic dive sites for the diving outfit.  While it was supposed to be rainy
every day (10/28-11/4), we were lucky and had great weather almost the entire time.  Beyond the reef, the
water was more choppy at times making getting back into the boat more difficult.  Water temperature was
such that many went in with shorties or no wet suit.  I used a 3mm and was comfortable.  Visibility varied
but was generally 30+ft.  Currents were light to non existent at most dive sites.  We enjoyed the overall
experience despite what we as divers are seeing at many popular dive locations around the
world...degrading corals and vanishing fish life.

------------------------------------
"Be Wary of Amigos Del Mar" 

Amigos Del Mar in San Pedro, Jun 2017 (Rpt #9627) by  Linda I Teichman (Email author),
 CA, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Monterey, CA, Key Largo, Turks and Caicos, Eilat, Israel, Bali, City Island, NY, Kona, HI, Lahaina, HI.. 
Airport:  San Pedro. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A Dive Operation:  
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  calm. Water:  81 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Be wary of diving with Amigos Del Mar. I dove with them yesterday was was unhappy that my first
regulator tended to free flow, the second stuck. Both dives I had to switch to the spare. Thank goodness we
were only on local dives, 10 minutes from the dock so it was easy to switch out the gear. All the gear looked
quite tired and worn.
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We dove Tackle Box and San Pedro Canyon. The dives themselves were disappointing. Visibility was down
to 60' or so due to a storm that had rolled through the night before...ok, I get that because of the storm things
were churned up and am fine with that. But there were hardly any fish on either of the dives. We saw plenty
of friendly nurse sharks, one even followed us, got its belly rubbed by the dive master, then continued to
follow us as is asking for more. There was plenty of coral, fans, plumes, sponges, even a couple of reef
sharks and tiger groupers... but the clouds of reef fish I was expecting were no where.  

We were supposed to dive the Blue Hole with ADM, but because of the regulator issues and the fact that
their dive plan violated PADI and NAUI no decompression limits, we chose to not go.

------------------------------------
"Be Wary of Amigos Del Mar" 

Amigos Del Mar in San Pedro, Jun 2017 (Rpt #9628) by  Linda I Teichman (Email author),
 CA, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Monterey, CA, Key Largo, Turks and Caicos, Eilat, Israel, Bali, City Island, NY, Kona, HI, Lahaina, HI.. 
Airport:  San Pedro. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A Dive Operation:  
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A 
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  calm. Water:  81 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Be wary of diving with Amigos Del Mar. I dove with them yesterday was was unhappy that my first
regulator tended to free flow, the second stuck. Both dives I had to switch to the spare. Thank goodness we
were only on local dives, 10 minutes from the dock so it was easy to switch out the gear. All the gear looked
quite tired and worn.

We dove Tackle Box and San Pedro Canyon. The dives themselves were disappointing. Visibility was down
to 60' or so due to a storm that had rolled through the night before...ok, I get that because of the storm things
were churned up and am fine with that. But there were hardly any fish on either of the dives. We saw plenty
of friendly nurse sharks, one even followed us, got its belly rubbed by the dive master, then continued to
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follow us as is asking for more. There was plenty of coral, fans, plumes, sponges, even a couple of reef
sharks and tiger groupers... but the clouds of reef fish I was expecting were no where.  

We were supposed to dive the Blue Hole with ADM, but because of the regulator issues and the fact that
their dive plan violated PADI and NAUI no decompression limits, we chose to not go.

------------------------------------
"Belize you own our hearts!" 

Belize Pro Divers/Blue Dolphin  in Ambergris Caye dive sites, May 2017 (Rpt #10040)
by David Lyn Doudiet (Email author), AB, CA.  Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cozumel, Roatan, Grand Cayman, Bonaire. 
Airport:  San Pedro. Getting There:  
mini hop from Belize City by air or by boat. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
BPDC planned site visits to places our OW certified divers would be challenged and thrilled to dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Although the weather did not cooperate for the first few days of our vacation when it was safe to dive Belize
Pro Dive Centre picked us up from the house we were staying at north of the cut and took us to the shop to
get sorted out the first day.  On the poor days prior to our first dive the shop stayed in close contact with us
so we had a good idea when the weather would clear enough to dive safely.  Our first dives were in Hol
Chan which was still pretty rough but day two we took a long trip to get behind Turneff Atoll where the
poor weather was mitigated by the location behind the atoll. Dives day 5 - 10 were all within easy distance
of the dive shop just outside the reef.  Excellent diving days after the slow start.  The diving was
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spectacular.  We can't say enough about the professionalism of Belize Pro Dive - we were a group of 11
Advanced Open Water Divers - they gave us great briefings and once they were confident in us they gave us
pretty free reign on each of our dives.  Belize is wonderful for the varied sea life (nurse sharks, turtles, and
all the usual reef wonders abound here).  Of all the places we have dived Belize is tops on our list and
BPDC is one of the best outfits we have worked with from initial contact by email in the planning stages to
daily contact when in Belize.  Crystal clear waters, wonderful sea life, great land life too.  You can't go
wrong!

------------------------------------
"Blackbird Key Resort" 

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Dec 2016 (Rpt #9484 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Laurel Fulton (Email author), CO, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
All over. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Free boat shuttle or paid charter flights. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm. Water:   to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
130- buddy-back with 500 psi. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Water bucket on boat, nothing on dock.  Take back to room to charge and set up.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
A pleasant week diving in Belize.  The resort has cabanas scattered around the beach front with screened
porches facing the ocean.  Adequate but weak AC in ours, some had terrible/no AC.  Ceiling fans helped. 
Central dining pavilion with 3 daily meals, dinner choice made at breakfast, vegetarians accommodated. 
Nice pool with bar, another common room with bar and free snacks served daily around 4.  Overall food
was very good and plentiful.  Good snorkeling from beach out to breakers, kayaks available to use.
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   Diving off boats was pleasant.  Gear left on boat, hanging station for wetsuits, booties on dock.  No nitrox
when we were there, machine broken- given free extra dive as compensation.  Blue hole dive day available
for extra charge- people who went enjoyed it very much.  We dove long dives, no rushing.  They held meals
for us as needed.  Great dive crew.

   There was a stiff breeze most days, which was good because the last day was calm and I got bitten up by
sand fleas and noseeums.  They spray daily, but watch out!  Bring DEET.

------------------------------------
"Bugs and seaweed but a great place to dive " 

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Atoll, May 2017 (Rpt #9578) by Clem Clapp (Email author),
 AL, US. Contributor 14 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Mostly Caribbean. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Direct flight to BZE, then Maya Island hopper or boat to the island. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Mostly wall diving at 60-80 ft. for 50 minutes most dives. Usually ended at 60 minutes following safety
stop.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We were a bit apprehensive when first arriving due to the bugs, seaweed accumulation and third world
detritus on the beach but quickly acquired an appreciation of the beach, accommodations and diving
opportunities. The managers, Brandon and Bernie, met our Cessna 182 on the airstrip and accompanied us
to the pool side for our briefing and rum punch. Our suite with hot tub on the water was roomy and
comfortable with plenty of hot water and really nice bed. The unit was in very good condition. The food
was interesting and plentiful, and prepared and served by pleasant folks. Buffets were the norm for breakfast
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and lunch with a two choice sit down meal in the evening. Although a cold front reduced visibility a bit, the
diving with large critters and pelagics made up for it. On almost, if not every dive, we encountered black tip
and nurse sharks, mostly loggerhead turtles, eagle and sting rays, eels (3 types) and large schools of fish.
My favorites of the 16 dives were Playground at Half Moon Caye on the Blue Hole Trip and Wild Side on a
dive to the west of central lagoon. That being said, all of the dives were really nice and led by Aldo and
Ralphie (a fill-in from Hopkins), two of the more competent dive leaders in my diving history. They were
very alert looking for critters and always on the lookout for the very many lion fish encountered, many of
which were taken or fed injured to groupers or morays. We've only repeated three locations in some 23
years of recreational diving but this is a sure-thing repeater if I live long enough.

------------------------------------
"Outer Atolls of Belize provide darn good Caribbean diving" 

Blackbird Resort, Jul 2017 (Rpt #9765) by  William E Jurney (Email author), MN, US. 
Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Red Sea, Philippines, Maldives,Bali,YAP,Palau,Solomon Islands,Galapogas,Fiji ,Sulawesi and most
everywhere in the Caribbean. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Boat. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
We requested dive guides go slow. - they did. - so we could take photos and allowing them to spot critters
for us.could spot critters. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[Resort is on a sandy beach with nice Cabanas. Restuarant is separate from Bar. It was too

windy to almost do log books and ID and they restricted use of the enclosed restaurant . The restaurant
management was very rigid. They did OK for vegetarians but would do little to modify
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interests of others (example they would only serve water at dinner). I thought fruit juice or ice tea would be
nice.The food was OK but the fish choice was always Tilapia and was sometimes

overcooked.

   The dive operation and guides were exceptional . The boat operator found good spots and picked everyone
up even in very choppy windy conditions. Dive guides helped everybody even with a crowded boat (we
were a large group of 18 and we wanted to be together). They both were good leaders underwater and
located interesting critters(spotted toadfish, batfish, and neck clams, and red-tipped sea goddess
nudibranch).

    We did the Blue Hole, not a big deal for me and a lot of the group, but the next two dives at Halfmoon
Caye and Long Caye were great (one dive included 3 Blk tip sharks which swam about us for about 20
minutes)

------------------------------------
"A land/water experience, and great food" 

Hamanasi, Aug 2017 (Rpt #9747) by  Fred M Drennan (Email author), WA, US. Reviewer 
4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia, Fiji, PNG, Hawaii. 
Airport:  Dangriga. Getting There:  
via Belize City, easy. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  85 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  
30 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dove in group with divemaster/guide. Square profile. Min currents, so ok for slow descent. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Dedicated camera bucket on board, good staff handling of equipment. Just not  a lot of targets!. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We like a mixture of land and scuba, and Hamanasi delivered. We arrived 5 days after a tropical storm hit
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the Yucatan. Our 8 day/5 adventure package included options for 2 tank S Barrier reef dives [we did a total
of 5 dives] as well as land options for hikes/ caves, tubing, birds and Mayan sites. On our 2nd day Hamanasi
arranged a single afternoon dive with a divemaster for my wife who hadn't been diving for >1 year [so we
didn't have to do a refresher course in the pool]. That dive and 4 additional were on the southern barrier reef
30 minutes away [not the atolls] which were fine, although the dive profiles are square [e.g. 50-70 ft for 45
min]. We dove nitrox [31%+/- blended] on air profiles and generally were in the yellows. Equipment
[BCD/reg] and boats [with oxygen] were well maintained, dive masters excellent. We did not do distant
dive trips [Blue Hole/ Lighthouse at extra cost]~ a 2.5-3 hr boat ride given our rougher than normal
conditions. The land stuff was great- good rainy hike to waterfall and a great cave with Mayan artifacts.
These were not easy- be in some condition for them. The Monkey River trip was a lot easier. The resort is
spectacular. Our treehouse had great AC, coffee, private. Lots of sargassum on the beach, raked each
morning. ALL staff are amazing- will stop what they are doing and introduce themselves and then give you
a lecture on what they do. We spent 30 minutes going over compost. Lots of birds on the property and
knowledgeable guides. Food included was better than good- lots of options and you could buy extras [like
lobster, last night, really good!]. Wine list varied and good. Guests who shot lionfish had it 3 ways [grilled,
fried and cerviche] and we tasted some and it was delightful. Didn't see a lot of lionfish on the dives [saw
some] perhaps due to spearfishing? OK by us! The main desk is great- as our return flight changed times
they rebooked us on Maya Air to a later flight without even asking!

------------------------------------
"ITZA Lodge " 

Itza Lodge in Lighthouse Atoll , Feb 2017 (Rpt #9481 has 3 Helpful Votes) 
by richard s mcgowan (Email author), CT, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Roatan, Cozumel, Caymans, Bahamas, Key West, Bonaire. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Many arilines. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
80 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth and time limits loosely. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We found this gem from Undercurrents' Eight Great Dive Resorts put out last fall. That review was from
Feb 2016 so it is a little outdated - though underwater parts are pretty much spot on so I won't repeat much
of it.

In Dec 2016, Arthur (former DI at Hurrican) and Selina took over management of Itza, bringing along Elta
the fabulous cook - more on that later. We dove there 9 weeks later and the place is still undergoing some
positive upgrades - see below.

The "lodge" is beachfront and the website photos are accurate. The rooms, especially upstairs, are
wonderful with hammocked balconies overlooking the sea. As of now they only offer 12 rooms so at tops
about 30 guests if you jam them in (some rooms have 2 beds and there are cots); they have another 6 rooms
they are holding off letting out until they upgrade. We had 6 divers for 3 days (plus 3 fishermen and a wife)
and 3 divers for the last 3 days with the fisherman and his wife.  Everything but fish and coconuts come by
boat from the mainland. Solar panels provide electric with a night/backup generator. You are off the grid
except for satellite wifi which is sketchy - emails and low bandwith stuff only - forget the cat videos. Non
drinking water is rain collected but they have occasional droughts so they ask you to conserve. 

HOT WATER - solar heated. The day we left they started upgrading the system from 12 rooms to 6 rooms
per unit so expect better water than we got - mostly maybe lukewarm at best - didn't help that everyone tried
taking a shower at same time after the last dive.

From the Belize City airport, it's a 20 minute cab ($25 set rate) to the dock behind the Ramada Princess
Hotel where you catch the boat that the lodge runs on Weds and Sat. The ride is between 1-2 hours
depending on sea conditions. We rode in an open boat but they are scheduled to have a new enclosed boat
making the run by the end of the month, which means in Belize boatyard time, March.

What makes this place great for diving is its location. The only caye east of it is the Audubon Sanctuary and
Marine Preserve on and around Half Moon Caye. The Blue Hole is 10-25 minutes away, and Itza is almost
always the first to dive it. We were alone when we went down and surfaced to 4 boats tying up. The Blue
Hole is the furthest site; with the other sites ranging from 5-15 minutes. The Aggressor III was anchored
around our dive sites all week. They no longer feed the fish per prior review.

On Monday mornings, they usually do 2 dives off Half Moon Caye, about 10 minutes, then have lunch on
the caye before taking a tour / nature walk through the preserve. There is an observation tower in the middle
of the booby nesting area that puts you 20 feet up and 10 feet away from some nests. Then you dive again.

The general schedule is 2 a.m. dives and 1 afternoon or night dive - see the website. They usually return to
dock after each dive, but we got them to do back to backs in the a.m., staying on the boat for interval, then
return, which we prefer. 
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The night dive was cancelled due to wind so we dove the afternoon instead. Diving is limited on Weds and
Sat as it is travel day- though if there are enough divers staying they will dive. We were the only 2 divers on
Wednesday so we did a dive in the afternoon - we needed the shore time as we do 3 dives a day and it was
nice to walk around the nature paths a bit - before enjoying the hammocks.

Aside from the Blue Hole (140 ft) most dives are at 60-70 foot depth. None of them was difficult.

Diving - This ranks top of our favorite spots with Bonaire and Cozumel following. We ended up doing 16
dives - walls, flats, coral heads. In terms of large creatures, we saw multiple reef sharks (no nurse this time)
- a group of 4 spent about 10 minutes in our area, multiple types of rays and morays almost every time. 3
different types of turtles - at least one, sometimes more, almost every dive and of course lots of barracudas.
Groupers followed us and came to be petted. We back entered into a large school of chubs that completely
ignored us as they swam around us. Multiple types of large and small crabs and lobster. Flamingo tongue,
scorpion fish, octopus, squid, sea cucumber, and other small to mid size creatures. I would say Roatan has
more small creatures, but Itza puts up a good fight.

The coral is abundant and seems in good shape -colorful and lots of growth. 

We sometimes had some slight currents on some dives, nothing to talk about.

FOOD - Elta makes everything from scratch and it is delicious. From the bakery goods to plantain chips to
fish fillet. What more can I say.

Dive Boat, etc.  With our small group they used  24 & 34 ft boats with backroll entry. For larger groups they
bring on another DI and dive boat. They are working on getting a brand new dive boat from Mexico, but it
won't happen before the end of the year. As of now they only have 80 cf tanks - they are getting some 100s.

We had our own gear; the rental gear we saw on other divers looked fairly standard.  for pickup you surface
and signal and the boat comes to you.

NEED to Bring - bug spray and small flashlight. We didn't have any sandfly issues, but it was windy all but
one day (Feb and March are the windiest and the lodge faces east). You need a small flashlight at night to
find the bathroom without putting the light on (assuming you have company) as can be pitch black.

Arthur was DM and Rodel drove the boat for all our dives. Non dives tips are included in the bill. We gave
Arthur (as DM not owner) and Rodel a total of $5 per tank as a gratuity. 

Marine Park Fees - you need $40 per person cash for the Blue Hole $30 and Audubon $10 fees.

------------------------------------
"Life on the edge of the reef" 

Itza Lodge in Lighthouse Reef, Feb 2017 (Rpt #9647 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Gail Feldman (Email author), CA, US.  and. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Indonesia, Bali, Fiji, Vanuatu, Red Sea, Galapagos, Roatan, Grand Turk, Belize.. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
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Direct flights to Belize City are available. Lodge arranges boat transfer (2 hour boat ride). 
----- Ratings ----- 

Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depends on certification. Most dives were around 70ft max.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my first trip diving the Great Barrier Reef in Belize (I snorkeled many years ago). Lighthouse reef
is one of farthest out inhabited reefs in this area. There are a lot of live aboard boat visits out to this area
(The Aggressor and from San Pedro). Also it is not in the protected Marine Reserve, so fisherman do come
through and I think it is impacting the marine life despite Fisheries monitoring. I  was impressed though that
the corals, especially sponges were healthy and large.   

During the week long stay (14 dives over 6 days), I saw green and loggerhead turtles close by on most
dives. Reef and Black tip sharks were also common and curious enough to check out the divers.  Our
wonderful dive master Arthur, a Belizian, has worked in this area for a long while and really knew how to
find those retiring Nurse sharks, lobsters, scorpion fish and neck crabs.  We went eye to eye with several
morays and swam with some black groupers who followed us along the reef wall.  We had a few eagle ray
citings and plenty of sting rays swirling up the sand.   Some other fish I noted were yellow jawfish, arrow
bennies, hogfish, peacock flounder, barracudas, indigo hamlet, stoplight parrot fish, yellow garden eels,
christmas tree worms, burr fish. Some of the days were much better than others for seeing a lot of variety. 
There was a strong breeze most days which kept bugs away on land but also created some chop.  The
current was mild.  The day we went to the Blue Hole, it was very calm. The lodge is within 20 minutes of
the Blue Hole so they always aim to be the first boat there.  I did not particularly like diving the Blue Hole
but since you are there, you do it and can check that one off your list.  We did see a shark in the murkiness
around 100 ft.  

A wonderful above water activity nearby is the Half Moon Caye Red Footed Boobie rookery.  This is
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maintained by National Audubon.  We were allowed to climb up in a viewing tower and watch the baby
boobies feeding in the nests. Frigate birds also inhabit the rookery and freely show off their red gullets.  

While maintaining a feeling of remoteness, Itza lodge made a huge and successful effort to provide a
comfortable and enjoyable stay. They have wifi that usually works well enough for email and small
uploads/downloads.  The meals are home style, fresh seafood a couple times and they'll address special
dietary needs with advance notice. There is an open air bar with a friendly hostess and a library of books.
They also have kayaks to use around the caye. Don't come  looking for entertainment though. I came alone
and had no problem meeting and talking with people.  Every night the Dive Master talks about the dives for
the next day (Wed. & Sat they don't do dives because they drop off or pick up people in Belize City with the
boat).  If staying the week, the day off from diving can be used to kayak, snorkel, walk around or just relax.

The beautiful wood buildings fit well with the natural environment of the caye.  The rooms are very large
and the beds were comfortable.  The breeze was strong enough at night that I didn't need the fan, however in
spring and summer the fan may be needed (No A/C). I had a large porch with a hammock to relax between
dives and meals. My only complaint is that there was not a lot of water for showering and it was rarely
warm.  This may have to do with the current drought but I also think they are figuring out how to address
this.  I'm from California so I don't use a lot of water and I'm conservation minded.  When we all
complained, they did provide hot water. Be aware that the boat ride out to Long Caye is long (up to 2 hours)
and it can be very wet (waves coming over the boat depending on the wind).  I suggest wearing a raincoat
and your wet suit to stay warm. Returning to Belize City was dry,shorter and delightful.  

Overall I can highly recommend a stay at Itza Lodge, especially if you don't have a lot of time to travel for
diving.

------------------------------------
"New management, saltwater crocs, groping groupes and shark petting" 

Itza Lodge in Lighthouse Reef Atoll, Sep 2017 (Rpt #9825 has 2 Helpful Votes) 
by Clem Clapp (Email author), AL, US. Contributor 14 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Mostly Caribbean. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Catch taxi at airport to dock for boat to lodge. ez. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  85 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
75 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
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It's your vacation. Stay together. On board w/500 psi.. 
----- What I Saw -----

Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I was a bit leary of visiting such a remote place for with no air conditioning the first time with a new lodge
manager and dive crew just in time for low season. With Lighthouse Reef Atoll being close to a 50 mile, 2
hr. boat ride from the mainland and with no other resorts out there or on Long Caye (the tiny Huracane next
door was closed) we were pretty much stuck with them for at least 4 days when the next boat out was
scheduled.  My concern was quickly proven to be unfounded and with a regular on-shore breeze and fans in
the room, the ac was really a non-issue for me and ac addicted son-in-law.

Mary, who has been with the lodge for a while, has apparently taken over for the previous lodge manager
and things went quite well, including the meals and rooms. The most pleasant Michelle, the owner’s wife,
was on board digging through the records before she left for good in a few months. Elvis now runs the dive
op with help from his uncle Glenford and things couldn’t have run smoother. Itza Lodge lived up to its dive
lodge design as we enjoyed 21 boat dives (6 at additional cost to the normal reservation number) during our
one week visit in September. We were most fortunate to be the only two guests for the week so we were
really spoiled by the wonderful staff both above and below the water. A small electrical issue in the room
led to them offering my son-in-law and I separate rooms which was a really nice touch.

Getting there went a bit smoother than I had anticipated. By previous arrangements, a most friendly Moses
met us at the airport following baggage pickup with an Itza sign. A $30.00 van ride later we were deposited
at the Ramada Princess Hotel dock to await our 2 hr. boat ride out to Long Caye on Lighthouse Reef Atoll.
The lodge’s cook, Placido, and his wife met us and agreed to watch our luggage while we caught lunch
which was a very nice meal at the Calypso dockside restaurant. Elvis and Glenford picked us up in a 24 ft.
open outboard boat which proved to be our dive boat for the week. The 2 hr. run through open water, then
across Turneffe  Atoll, then more open water to the lodge was an easy ride. Our return a week later was the
same with Moses again meeting us in Belize City for transportation to the airport. This transition went very
smooth and was all arranged through the lodge.

Most all of the dives were wall dives on Half  Moon Wall,  Long Caye Wall and Hat Caye. The Blue Hole,
a 20 minute ride away,  was deep and dark with huge stalagmites and stalactites and a couple of sharks just
as the last time I was there in May. 

Back at the lodge we enjoyed a neat night dive with a playful octopus, daring lobster and a single blooming
coral. We also did a dawn dive at Eagle Ray Bowl, one of the Long Caye Wall sites. Critters seen were 3
lion fish, 3 green morays, banded coral shrimp, small trunk fish, lots of schooling creole wrasse, spotted and
banded butterfly fish, several types of parrot fish, fairy basslets and others. I asked about doing some night
dives along the 100 yd or so long pier at the lodge but was discouraged due to the afternoon and nocturnal
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presence of the 3 resident saltwater crocs. We saw at least one of these regularly and saw their tracks each
morning that went from the beach and across the sand next to the dive shop into a mangrove lagoon.

Of the 7 dives completed on Half Moon Wall sites, gray reef sharks made an appearance on each one and
even circled us for the entire dive on one. I think there were a total of 6 different sharks with 4 of the
regulars being named by the locals including Scarface with 2 scars on top between his eyes and dorsal, Dot
who had been banded in the dorsal, Big Mama who was a really big animal and Freckles, a 7 footer, who
visited on every one of these dives and on two occasions came close enough to be rubbed by the two of us.
All the dives on this wall were simply wonderful. We had either sharks, eagle rays or turtles on each dive
and even all three on the Chain Wall site. On a couple of the dives we had huge groupers following us
around like puppies with one begging to be rubbed both on its back and belly. 

The sites along the nearby Long Caye Wall were just as interesting as the Half Moon Wall with the
exception of the number of reef sharks. A couple of nurse sharks made their appearance, plus a number of
sting rays, huge school of wrasse, a goodly number of lobsters and crabs, a few of them huge, as well as a
variety of reef fish such as a juvenile drum fish, spotted butterfly fish. Garden eels were common in the
sand as were spotted and striped goat fish, hog fish, large grey angels, green morays and even had green,
spotted and golden tail morays on one site.

This was some really great wall diving. With the exception of a couple of days of wind trashed viz, you
could see normally 75 to 100 ft. The best part of all was the wall started at 25 to 30 feet. We hardly ever
went below 70 ft. I think my deepest (to look at a turtle and eagle ray) other than the Blue Hole was 65 feet
or so. There was simply no reason to go any deeper. The water temp at depth was always around 85 degrees
which allowed for swim suit diving for an ez-to-get-hot old fat guy.  

Since most of the sites were just a few minutes away surface intervals were generally completed back at the
dock, however, a few times we did them as a snorkel.  One was done on Hat Caye, the manmade Caye south
of Long Caye of about an acre or so that was supposedly built by a conch fisherman who simply kept piling
up conch shells as a reef and let sand fill it in naturally. He eventually built a small shack to use and it still
remains. There’s no telling how many thousands of the shells were used to create that island. When we
snorkeled off a little beach on the south side of Half Moon Caye we encountered a lemon shark, a huge
school of striped sardines, a sting ray, a good mix of tropicals and a very well hidden in the open spotted
scorpionfish.  Off the shallow reef east of Long Caye we enjoyed a 10 minute encounter with a school of
squid in some really clear water.

This will go down as one of my favorite dive trips. The location was unique, fine accommodations and
food, the dive boat was adequate, the dive guys just super, a bunch of sharks, eagle rays and turtles,
wonderful diversity and abundance of critters and not a bad dive in the 21 we enjoyed. For an
out-of-the-way neat place to dive it is hard to beat.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Gregory Bruce in CA, US  at Oct 10, 2017 11:39 EST
Thanks for such a great and detailed report. How was the food at the
resort?

--------------By Clem Clapp in AL, US  at Oct 10, 2017 13:05 EST
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Mainly very well prepared Belizean fare. The chef, Placido, took great care
in presentation as well as variety of food. Plenty of fruit juices and
fruit such as pineapple, banana and the largest and sweetest mango I've
ever had. Elvis, the dive shop guy, went spear fishing several afternoons
so we had plenty of fresh fish. The chef had some very nice fish meals for
us. A couple of times some things may have been a bit overcooked but
overall the food was plentiful and delicious.No  complaints from either of
us.

------------------------------------
"Pleasant relaxed diving but toxic terrestrial environment" 

Itza Lodge, Long Caye/Itza Lodge in Long Caye Belize, May 2017 (Rpt #9798) 
by Jan Topley (Email author), ZZ, GB. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Maldives, Lake Malawi,Red Sea,Dahab, Maui, Thailand, Tanzania, Cuba, Jamaica, Cayman,
Tobago,Gozo,South Africa, Seychelles,Oman, UAE, Belize, Bali,Raja Ampat,St Maarten, St Kitts,
Cayman,. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
Boat from Belize. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving:  Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  27 to 29 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  20 to 30 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60 minute dives generally.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was a relaxed diving vacation in calm water with enough exciting encounters for me. The reef sharks
were used to being fed Lionfish so approached us close which was fun and the morays were a bit agressive
in swimming at us in the hope of lionfish feeds.  There were plenty of turtles and nurse sharks and a good
number of reef fish including groupers who fought each other dramatically. The Blue Hole was for me deep
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and tedious and that was on a good viz day!

The first day I was concerned to be told that the lodge was sprayed twice daily with a mosquito repellant
which did no harm to anything else which of course does not exist and turned out to be DDT.  The managers
and their family agreed that it was DDT but later denied this when I reported it on TripAdviser, saying that
DDT was illegal in Belize. They were not very truthful about the behaviour of the sharks and morays which
was of course related to lionfish feeding.  Our wonderful Boat captain looked like a pirate and was skillful
and cheerful.  The boat was used for transfers so no diving on Wednesday or Saturday which wasn't
mentioned. 

The lodge was a bit noisy from the generator which went off and on all night so if you depended on a fan to
sleep you would wake every time it went off. Snoring of other guests could disturb sleep. Food was bland.

------------------------------------
"Great diving with ReefCI in the Sapodilla Cayes" 

ReefCI in Sapodilla Cayes, Dec 2016 (Rpt #9446) by Richard P Tucker (Email author),
 CA, US.  Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Micronesia, Red Sea, Hawaii, Caribbean, Florida, California. 
Airport:  PLJ. Getting There:  
Mainland to Belize City, then Tropic Air to Placencia. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
All divers followed and stayed just above the dive master. No dives over 80 feet. Safety stop at 15 feet
every dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Probably not the best diving for photography--most dives require full attention to lionfish and critter
surveys. But the staff would probably make it work if this is critical for you.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My wife and I dove with ReefCI for 10 days in December 2016. ReefCI is an organization that leases tiny
(less than 2 acres) Tom Owens Caye, one of the northernmost of Belize’s remote Sapodilla Cayes, for

Belize: Land: 

    53/881

https://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=9446


2018 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

scuba-based reef conservation vacations. In short, we were thrilled with the experience and are looking
forward to going back. 

The group was very helpful getting us to the island and the dive master/biologist, instructor, cook,
caretakers and captain were all enthusiastic, capable, and fun to be with. Our primary mission was to help
study and eradicate lionfish from the Sapodilla Cayes, but we were also engaged in commercial fish, conch
and lobster surveys. I’m an enthusiastic u/w photographer, but the goal-oriented dives were not well suited
for photography. I was aware of that when we signed up, so it wasn’t an issue.

“Guests” arrive in Placencia via Tropic Air from Belize City on Saturday or Sunday, and ReefCI picks them
up at the municipal pier on Monday morning for the 45-50 minute trip in the dive boat to Tom Owens Caye.
Pack light and make sure that anything you want to keep dry is in waterproof bags. We were warned, so no
problem. Between the squalls and the spray, it’s a good idea to wear a swim suit and a windbreaker on the
boat! Accommodations on the island were funky one/two person bungalows and bare bones rooms in the
main building. There isn’t any hot water (though they are working on that) and the pedal toilets don’t take
paper, so don’t expect a deluxe holiday. About 15 guests can be handled but there were only 5 of us the first
week and 8 of us the second week. A typical day has 3 or 4 dives. The first, before breakfast, was pure
lionfish spearing (we were all trained before the dive in the safe use of the spear and how to protect the
coral and sponges while spearing). After breakfast was a second trip, typically a mellow conch or lobster
survey. The afternoon dive was either a reef fish ID dive or a recreational dive off one of the nearby cayes.
Night dives were offered once a week, but rough weather conspired to keep us out of the water at night. The
boat is a fast, stable 38-foot no-frills ship with two outboards: roll off, climb back on with a ladder.  Since
almost all of the dives are just 5 or 10 minutes from the caye, a no-frills boat was just fine. The crew was
very helpful setting up the gear and getting it into the boat, helping us suit up, and getting us out of the
water. Air only—no nitrox. Everyone leaves the island for Placencia on Friday morning (after a quick
dive)—only a caretaker and the watchdog “Spot” stay on the island over the weekend. The food was
plentiful and remarkably good considering the conditions! We had lionfish (we all learned to clean them),
pasta, and Belize-style chicken and beef for dinner, and a variety of breakfasts and lunches—over the two
weeks, no meal was repeated.

This is Spartan eco-diving, with great staff and challenging but fun diving. In particular, it was a challenge
to get up that ladder when it was choppy, but most days were calm. The water was warm (I was never
chilled in my 3mm shorty, and my wife was comfy in a full 3mm suit) and reasonably clear (typically 40-60
feet of visibility). There was only a little bleaching evident and there were lots of soft corals and large
sponges. We saw morays on most dives and lots of groupers, grunts, parrotfish and butterflyfish. Angelfish
and queen triggerfish followed us around most dives like puppy dogs. On one dive we speared 70 lionfish (4
of us sharing a single spear) in less than 30 minutes! We didn’t see any pelagics and we didn’t see a single
shark while diving (though from shore we saw nurse sharks swimming in the shallows around the island
every day), but that isn’t what this dive trip is about.

The staff really made this a great holiday for us, and Placencia was a fun place to hang out over the
weekends between dives. Good job, ReefCI!

------------------------------------
"Turneffe Island Resort great diving and fly fishing destination" 
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Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe, Mar 2017 (Rpt #9500 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Deirdre Boyle (Email author), DE, US. 2 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Belize, Kona, Wider Caribbean, Thialand and Indonesia, Maui, Palu. 
Airport:  Belize City. Getting There:  
AA PHL to CLT to BLZ then boat to Turneffe; return Boat BLZ to Miami to PHL. Longer travel than we
like for Caribbean diving but Belize is always worth it. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  70 to 160 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Limit to no decompression diving. Set max depth and time for each dive. Shallow and deep groups for blue
hole based on experience 70-80ft vs 130.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No camera rinse bucket on the small boats but separate rinse buckets on dock 10-20 min after dive.  Camera
is handed to you in the water.

Great dives to photo and video loggerhead turtles.

Most divers while we were their were using go-pro and not large rigs.

My lost camera was a 2 yr sealife with strobe and macro lens basic but was working well and I loved that
strobe.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
TIF is a wonderful but expensive small resort.  If you have the money it is worth it.  We met a guest on 8th+
trip.  There are single rooms or villas.  Meals are at shared tables much like a liveaboard.  The food was all
local to Belize & delicious and travelers with diet restrictions were well accommodated.  Alcohol is extra
but beverage packages can be purchased.  

Several guests split their time between diving and fishing and raved about both.  The resort is peaceful with
lots of hammocks and lounging areas.  The rooms are beautiful with Belize hardwood throughout.  There is
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no TV but they have better Wifi than expected.

Diving operation was well run.  Other than 1 blue hole trip all dive sites are only 10-15 min from dock. 
Two small wooden boats went out with a captain and a dive master.  Groups varied from a max of 6 to just
2.  Divemaster puts gear on you. Entry is back roll. Dives 2-3 per day  60 min, group stays together. 
Exits-remove gear in water and captain pulled it out.  Then go to the ladder & hand up fins & climb a 3
steps.  We had no problems on our boat but other group had older diver lose grip on boat after he took off
his fins. (OK but scared).  We did have 15-20mph wind and some chop but good vis.  

LOGGER HEAD MATTING SEASON! Great encounters with these guys (mostly male) on almost every
dive.  Healthy reefs for the Caribbean with large sponges.  The Elbow is very close to the resort.  Lots of
lobsters and green morays moving during the day and one octopus. White spotted moray, white spotted toad
fish & scorpion fish. Nurse sharks, eagle and southern sting rays.  Nassau and marble grouper and many
types of snapper were seen on most dives.  Lion hunting with Hawaiian sling was taught and encouraged.
(Wanted to be good at it but we are better spotters).  Only one night dive per week and it was a
disappointment.  One free swimming white spotted moray, some larval forms, big eyes and sleeping reef
fish.  Saw more night time creature during the day.

School of dolphins on the surface but not while diving

The bad:  Not the place to go if you want 4-5 dives/day.  The Blue hole trip had choppy conditions but TIF
is much closer than other land based resort that are not on Turneffe.   I lost a camera.  Still don't quite know
where I left it or what/ who happened.  But staff and management took it very seriously.

------------------------------------
"Turrneffe  Island Resort 2017" 

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe, May 2017 (Rpt #9615) by charles r brill jr (Email author),
 MS, US.  Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cayman Islands, Belize, Roatan, Utila Bonaire, Bahamas Turks. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
MSY to IAH to BZE boat to Turneffe. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
depth and time limits, but they were adequate for conditions. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
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Large Pelagics:  
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
They took your camera but no buckets on small boats rinse when you get back to resort short boat rides. 

----- Overall Comments -----
TIR is a first class resort from the time we cleared customs till our departure we were taken care of.  The
transition to the resort was smooth ,cool peppermint towels and plenty of rum punch for the ride out. Food
was good not much choice as the menu is set. Rooms were very nice and had good a/c and plenty of hot
water. If there was an issue staff took care of it quickly.  George the bartender was the best always had a
smile and was willing to help.  Drinks were a little pricy but this is an island right. The diving was drift and
done from small boats which we were not crazy about because it was windy and rough every day. You can't
help what mother nature dishes out.  Trip to Blue Hole was rough but worth the ride as this was the best
diving of the week.  The dive staff took care of your equipment and cleaned it after the week of diving.

------------------------------------
"Turneffe diving with Brad - as good as it gets" 

Turneffe Island Resort, May 2017 (Rpt #10029) by  Jeffrey D Hubbard MD (Email author),
 NY, US. Sr. Contributor 26 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Bahamas, Fernando de Noronha, Australia, Fiji, PNG, Micronesia, Hawai'i. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Connex to BZE. Resort will fetch from airport; boat to island Weds. & Sat.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  84 to 87 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Only in Blue Hole: not below the dive guide.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
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[None]. 
----- Overall Comments -----

Turneffe Island is a luxury resort where one can dive, fish, or enjoy the beautiful (about 350 yard long)
island.  This is our second trip there.  The accommodations are private and luxurious.

Diving is from small boats with racks for 10 or 12 tanks.  Could handle 12 divers, we never saw more than 9
or 10.  Back-roll entry, good ladder over the stern for recovery.  No cover, no shower, no head, but the boat
goes back to island after every dive, and the run from the dock to dive site rarely exceeds 15 minutes,
among the other lovely islands.  About 15 dives a week, we did 22 in 10 days.  The crew handles all the
gear between your set-up on day 1 and when they break it down and thoroughly wash it at trip’s end.  

The diving is excellent, all the Caribbean usual suspects.  We were blessed with being on the boat with the
incomparable Brad: careful diver, all-knowing reef biology expert, and lionfish nemesis...  “We will see
what Mother Nature has in store for us today... And whatever it is, we will thank her.”  Safety stops are
usually on the reef, and the boat picks up the divers where they surface.

Nitrox is available, but not necessary for 2-3 dives/day.  We exceeded 80 ft depth only once, in the Blue
Hole (133 ft.)  We like the Hole (this was probably our 6th dive) but the real attraction is that the all-day
Blue Hole trip includes dives on Long Cay Wall and Halfmoon Wall, the best dives of the week, as well as
a picnic on Halfmoon Cay. (That trip is on one of the larger boats, with cover, head and comfortable seats.)

The service is excellent all round.  The food is good, but in our opinion not every dish needs peppers in it. 
We had an air-conditioning failure (even in May, bad news in Belize.)  I asked for help at the desk.  Within
10 minutes an engineer showed up, and another 15 minutes had us back cooling.  He had a spare capacitor!

Excellent connections through Atlanta & Houston . . . perhaps we’ll see you there.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"BELIZE ON THE AGGRESSOR III" 
Aggressor Fleet/Radisson Ft George Hotel, Feb 2017 (Rpt #9479) by Warren Sprung 
(Email author), TX, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Multi-Caribbean + 20 live-aboards around the world. 4th trip to Belize.. 
Airport:  BZE. Getting There:  
Easy from Houston. Southwest Airlines is great. Hotel sent van for us.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 
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