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Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
While rinse tanks were available (one restricted to cameras and regs), there was really no place to work on
your camera except in your room (I know because I drowned my Canon when the case closure spring
broke).. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We returned to Egypt to dive with our original dive instructor (1998) Dr. Hussein Ramadan (really great
instructor who works out of the Maadi House in Cairo).  He has been mentioned a few times in
Undercurrents.  He chose El Naga for several reasons: first, it's relatively small and has few crowds
compared to Hurghada; second, he gets super service there; and third, as an American employee - as is his
instructor wife - the US Embassy forbids employees or their families from going to Sharm El Sheikh.  The
diving was mostly shore diving, but we did go out on a boat from Safaga one day and on a Zodiac from the
resort.  Service was really outstanding.  The coral was as we remembered it - some of the best in the world. 
However, the large schools of fish that we remembered from Sharm El Sheikh so many years ago were few.
 We did see , turtles and rays and one shark.  The sealife was unconcerned with us, so we got some great
up-close looks at fish and critters.  The shore dive reefs had relatively little current and were easily
accessed.  The boat dive reefs occasionally had fair currents, but not overwhelming.  The resort was
pleasant, but not a 5 star (I'd give it 2 1/2), but the rooms were clean and comfortable (read that air
conditioned) with fridges.  Lunch and dinner were buffet, but very tasty.  Breakfasts were to order, with lots
of fresh orange juice, omelets, beef sausage, etc.  Nescafe instead of fresh brewed, but that seems standard
in Egypt.  The staff was really great - carried all the gear down to the shore or boat, helped you if you
needed it, etc.  There were rinse tanks available at the for both gear and cameras at the dive shop/gear
storage area.  This would not be a high-roller choice, but we really enjoyed the lack of crowds in and out of
the water and the pleasant pace.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Best Time to Dive the Red Sea" 
Aggressor in Egypt, Sep 2016 (Rpt #9163) by  Randall S Preissig (Email author), TX, US. 
Sr. Contributor 29 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Red Sea, Raja Amphat, Komodo, Thailand, Sipadan, Tahiti, Palau, Australia, Hawaii, Myamar Fiji, Cocos,
Galapagos, Socorro, Caymans, Bonaire, Cozumel, Belize, Etc.. 
Airport:  Hurghada. Getting There:  
There are some flights into Marsa Alam, which is closer to Port Ghalib, but you must fly through Cairo to
get there.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
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50 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Sport diving limits of 130 feet or 110 on Nitrox after you've been checked out by the staff. Otherwise 100
feet.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Typical Aggressor dedicated dive tables, rinse tanks, camera care, etc., etc.  Rarely equaled on other boats.
Excellent videographer for those wishing to buy the video.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
FIRST, DO NOT BE AFRAID TO GO TO EGYPT, especially diving.  The dive areas are far removed
from the tourist areas--and both are heavily protected and safe. There has never been an incident related to
dive operations.  You are safer in Cairo than Chicago and international airlines have the same security
everywhere.

Second, due to the dramatic drop off in tourism, not only are there bargains galore(several on our trip got
25% and 50% off their trip!) and no crowds anywhere (you can walk straight into the Egyptian Museum and
on to the King Tut exhibit instead of waiting an hour to enter and another 2 hours to see Tut), but there has
been a remarkable resurgence in sea life due to the 80% (some say higher) drop in dive tourism. I saw my
first sailfish, my first dugong and plenty of oceanic white tip sharks and had several incredible dolphin
encounters. Several others saw thresher sharks. This was (much) better than when I dove the Red Sea in the
"good old days" of 1992--again on a liveaboard.  I am very happy (as was everyone else on board) to have
chosen this time.  Hurry up--sadly, this won't last forever. 

I took both the 10 day combined N/S trip and the 7 day Northern trip.  Both were outstanding.  Hopefully
they will keep the 10 day trips--they hit all the best/famous sites.

The Aggressor crew was outstanding, and since this is Egypt you have helpers at your elbow constantly to
zip your wetsuit, carry your tank to the water, refill your wine glass or whatever is required or wanted.  Due
to the drop in tourism(regular tourism to the pyramids, Luxor, etc has dropped even more--over 95%),
Aggressor was able to hire the chef from a 5 star resort.  He got ovations every time we saw his face.  The
divemasters are friendly, helpful, experienced and again anxious to please.

The only negative I could find was the scarcity of large schools of fish.  Over fishing is to blame and steps
are being taking to correct this.

Go now and see the Red Sea at its best!

------------------------------------
"Red Sea Aggressor Daedelus/St John's Reefs/Fury Shoal " 
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Aggressor Fleet/Red Sea Aggressor in Southern Itinerary, Apr 2016 (Rpt #8903) 
by Phil Johnston (Email author), ZZ, AU. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Malaysia, Indonesia/Bali, Cocos, Cozumel, Tonga,
Galapagos, Tahiti, Maldives, Mozambique, Cat Island in the Bahamas.. 
Airport:  Marsa Alam. Getting There:  
Some European airlines fly direct from Europe, Egyptair doesn't fly from Cairo every day, I had to route
through Hurghada & get a 3 hour transfer to Port Ghalib. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  23 to 25 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
12 to 20 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No deco diving, stay with buddy, do not exceed recreational diving limits (30 metres/100 feet). Some
latitude was given with depth limits.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There were 2 areas for setting up/storing cameras, which was sufficient for the small numbers of divers on
this cruise (3). The Red Sea Aggressor carries up to 20 divers, space would be at a premium if the majority
of a full passenger load were UWPs.  I'd rate the Red Sea as an excellent area for fish & hammerhead
photography subjects (see my general comments).. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This cruise begins & ends at Port Ghalib, which can be a little difficult to get to due to the small numbers of
direct flights from Cairo. European passengers seem to have higher numbers of daily direct flights from a
number of European countries. Coming from Australia I had to route through Cairo & Hurghada due to lack
of a direct flight that day from Cairo to Marsa Alam.

Our cruise was the "Southern Itinerary", taking in Daedelus reef & southern reefs around St John relatively
close to the Sudan border. We encountered hammerheads during almost every dive at Daedelus, including a
school of 9-10 on a mid-day dive. The hammerheads were slightly smaller than those I've encountered
elsewhere (eg Osprey Reef & Cocos Island), but were much less skittish & more relaxed than at other sites.
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The closest encounters I've had with hammerheads has been at Daedelus, often approaching within a few
metres. We saw a Manta on 1 dive at Daedelus but surprising little other pelagic or big fish action. Overall
the marine life, large & small, seemed to be much more relaxed & approachable across all the sites we
visited than any other place I've dived - a very good area for fish photography.

Abu Dabab 1 reef was another highlight for me, a huge area of very healthy hard corals of every shape,
texture & color - a truly beautiful dive site. "The Maze" in the St John's area was another site with very
healthy, lush hard corals & relaxed, approachable fish life. 

We also visited Fury Shoals (aka Sataya reef) to snorkel with dolphins resident in that shoal. It didn't
disappoint - I had some excellent close encounters with a pod of 20-25 dolphins, often close enough to see
the pores on their skins as they swam alongside me. I gathered from the RSA divemaster Mahmoud that we
were fairly lucky with this interaction & that the dolphins aren't always so friendly.

Weather conditions were highly variable over the course of the week's cruise, ranging from very calm to a
nasty storm. This hit one night whilst 3 divers were doing a night dive, the crew did an excellent job of
rescuing the divers via Zodiac in appalling conditions, they had to spend quite some time in the Zodiac
before the waves abated enough for them to transfer back to the main boat. I'm still not sure about the
wisdom of proceeding with the night dive given the approaching weather & given one of the divers had
extremely poor diving skills, I had decided not to do that dive given these conditions. Nonetheless the crew
did a fine job of preventing what could have been a disaster. 

The crew were consistently helpful with donning/doffing dive gear, & providing warm dry dry towels &
refreshing juice drinks at the end of every dive. Food was plentiful - if anything, too much as lunch &
dinner were both 4 course meals & snacks such as pizzas & nachos were supplied between meals. Soft
drinks & beer were provided free of charge.

The Red Sea Aggressor itself was in good condition & appears to be well maintained. Overall, the cruise
was run in a very professional manner. 

As far as the diving went, the various dive sites were variable in quality, but overall generally pretty good.
Whilst I enjoyed my first dive trip to the Red Sea, I didn't rate it as highly as some of the other highly
reputed places I've dived e.g Cocos, Raja Ampat, Walindi Bay PNG, & Komodo.        

     

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Craig A Wood in PA, US  at May 07, 2016 09:15 EST
Nice, balanced review Phil. Islam and Emad are very skilled RIB drivers,
I'm particularly grateful for their expertise the night of April 27

--------------By Donald frazier in CA, US  at May 10, 2016 16:41 EST
It did get a tad repetitive hitting the same sites again and again.
Elepntine was pretty beat up. Most of the coral had been abused. However
the crew was the tops. The boat was very well maintained. Hard to believe
it's ~ thirty years old.

------------------------------------
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"Red Sea Aggressor - Three Whale Sharks" 
Aggressor Fleet, Jul 2016 (Rpt #9387) by Robert L. Chapman (Email author), NC, US. 
2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Palau, Abel Tasman Park NZ, Florida Keys, Nassau, Abaco, Stancil Cay, Eluthera, Exuma, Turks and
Caicos, Roatan, San Andres Is. Colombia, Bali, BVI, Vieques PR, Negros Oriental and Cebu Philippines,
and U-352 off Morehead City, NC.. 
Airport:  HRG. Getting There:  
LGW to HRG via Thomas Cook Airlines, from Hurghada trave 141 miles south to Port Ghalib to meet
boat.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  > 2. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
My camera failed and they lent me a GoPro, but there was an amazing professional videographer/dive
master aboard and his video was so fabulous that I stopped shooting and just brought his video home.  It is
amazing.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I flew into Hurghada where I overnighted, then overland 141 mi. south to Port Ghalib, to meet the deluxe
Red Sea Aggressor and 18 other divers -- 5 Americans 4 Canadians, 5 Dutch, 2 German, 1 Spanish, 1
Malaysian.  All my arrangements were made through Jan Stogner of Caribbean Pacific Tours and ground
arrangements and ground tour guides in Luxor and Cairo were through Aggressor.  An amazing week on to
the Red Sea of incredibly beautiful diving, great accommodations, terrific food, great crew and delightful
fellow divers.  Three dives 2 day one night, then motoring through the night to the next reef.  The very first
dive we saw 3 whale sharks!  Then on to 3 days in Luxor.  My guide said I was his first client in 7 months! 
Something like 570 of 600 the Nile river cruise boats are mothballed in long rows near the bridge to the
Valley of the Kings.
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Of course, Karnak and Luxor temples were amazing, as were the valleys of the Kings and Queens and the
colossi and the city of Luxor.

Then off to Cairo, where I stayed in a dumpy hotel, with lots of character, called the Pyramid View, which
was across from the Sphinx and probably the very closest of all hotels to the pyramids.  I loved Cairo —
except the insane driving, and the complete lack of trash collection.  What an tremendous construction
boom, cranes everywhere— unlike the Red Sea coast with dozens and dozens of partially finished now
abandoned resort complexes all along the 100 mile drive south.  

I loved the camel ride past the pyramids, and Khufu’s ship.  I did climb down into his tomb in the center of
the Great Pyramid, by myself.   Next time I’ll remember to bring a small flashlight.  I kept worrying about
what I would do if the lights went out.   Finally, a day in the old market, an evening on the Nile boar cruise
with the whirling dervish and belly dancers, a day at the Cairo Museum and a day at Saqqara!  Wow.

------------------------------------
"Shark Surprise" 

Emperor in The Brothers, Deadalus, Oct 2016 (Rpt #9235) by  Carol Sommers 
(Email author), IL, US. Reviewer 6 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Bahamas, Cayman Islands, Grenada, Cozumel, Belize, Florida, North Carolina, Curacao, Lake Michigan,
Philippines, Sea of Cortez, Palau, Yap, Dominica, Hornby Island in British Columbia, Bonne Terre Mine. 
Airport:  Hurgahada. Getting There:  
Cairo to Hurgahada, Pick up by dive operator there for a 3 hour drive to Port Ghalib in Marsa Alam (no
daily flights). 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
You could dive your own profile and either follow the divemaster or buddy dive, sending up a safety
sausage when you wanted to be picked up. Care was necessary and sausages needed to be sent up
underwater because of a lot of boat traffic. Twelve dive boats at Daedelus site but no underwater crowds.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
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Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Dedicated camera rinse tank, roomy countertop in living room area for charging batteries.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The trip was the Best of the Best and I was pleasantly surprised that it included hammerheads--seen on 3 out
of 3 dives at The Brothers, including a school of 20-- and oceanic white tips that were waiting to play with
us at the Daedalus site.  We swam with them on arriving, did a wall dive and finished our air under the boat
with them.  We dived 3 times a day, getting up at 5:30 or 6:00, but only had one night dive because it's not
allowed in the Marine Park. We had a 7-hour and an 11-hour ride between the two big sites. Very good dive
briefings. Times, depths and air consumption were checked after each dive. Most dives were wall dives.
Nice soft and hard coral.

No other large fish, but a big school of barracudas.  Eight nationalities as divers
(CH,UK,ES,US,DE,LU,NL,CN) and Sonia, the Swiss divemaster, spoke fluent English, Spanish and
Arabic. Momo (short for Mohammed) was our Egyptian divemaster. The "student" divemaster, Simone, did
not stay close to us when we were wall diving and there could be more fairly simple safety measures.  I had
inquired and was not allowed to bring my Nautilus Lifeline for communicating with the boat.  No
divemasters carried them and didn't even have a slate and pencil to communicate underwater.  The zodiacs
had no ladders, so I was flipped into one three times like a tuna--not fun. Still, there were many dives from
the roomy dive deck and usually zodiacs took us to a site and we swam back to the mother ship underwater.
There was no gangplank at one area, so getting on and off the mother ship was difficult at port.

The food was fine with free wine at dinner, but the only good bread was the pita.  The problem was that
meals were expected to be eaten fast and several times they tried to take my plate before I finished! (A
cultural thing--another diver told me that at a fancy dinner given by a sheik diners commented that it was
such a long party--lasting 2 hours from coming in the door until leaving.) Overall, great trip for the money.

------------------------------------
"Amazing diving liveaboard at a bargain price" 

Emperor Divers/Emperor Elite in Port Ghalib, Aug 2016 (Rpt #9011) by Eric Schindler 
(Email author), AZ, US. Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
[Indonesia, Palau, Maldives, Philippines, Mexico, Caribbean]. 
Airport:  Marsa Alam or Hurghada. Getting There:  
Through Europe, or alternatively via Cairo. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  83 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
70 to 150 Feet. 
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Come up with reasonable air left, dive sensibly. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
I am not a photographer so can't provide expert feedback. Dedicated space for cameras, etc provided, maybe
a bit small. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The Diving:   Warm water above 83 degrees in summer.  Reefs and walls in very good condition.
Hammerhead sharks congregate at Daedelus island.  Fish life is moderately abundant and conditions have
improved significantly thanks to declining tourism and more assertive conservation policies.  We had
always wanted to cross the Red Sea off the bucket list and now want to return! While Coral Triangle
locations are still generally more prolific, the Red Sea, at least further south is beautiful, interesting, and
appealing, especially compared to Caribbean destinations.

 Various itineraries are available and recommendation to include one with visit to the more offshore
Brother's Islands and/or Daedelus. Diving done from zodiacs, and occasionally directly from ship. Deep
dives very common on these sites as sharks congregate lower below modest thermocline in summer, so
nitrox a big plus. We got very lucky with flat seas; rougher conditions are more common.  Info on website
very accurate and Emperor Divers a top notch company.  Excellent dive guides with freedom to do own
profile or have them lead. Visibility up to 150 feet at times, usually about 80-100 and never below 60

The Boat:

Elite is the top of the line vessel in the fleet and a well maintained liveaboard that I would label as just short
of the luxury category. 12 cabins - the two premium ones are worth the extra $50 in a better location.  We
were lucky with only 13 people on our trip; would be a bit crowded above 18 I would judge.  Food was
outstanding, plentiful, varied, and free local wine (surprisingly Egypt makes wine) with beer reasonably
priced. Very attentive staff working hard to please. 

Logistics:

We were the only Americans on this cruise, and Red Sea is more a European venue. Very competent divers
in our group a pleasure.

At under $1400 for a week trip that would cost over $3000 elsewhere, the Red Sea is very appealing.  Much
closer to US than some other diving locations actually.  We flew through Frankfort on to Hurghada where
free transportation is provided (3.5 hours) to the boat.  Fewer flights to Marsa Alam right at the port exist,
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but can be an option.  Van transport even had wifi though.  To avoid concerns about Egypt we chose to not
fly through Cairo, the other option.  Tourism has suffered catastrophically in Egypt and land based
hotels/diving is at low occupancy.  That said, we still had many other boats at several of the sites and
coordination of dive times was done by the crew.

------------------------------------
"Great two weeks in the Red Sea" 

Red Sea Aggressor in Marsa Alam/Port Ghalib, Apr 2016 (Rpt #9141) by Craig A Wood 
(Email author), PA, US. Contributor 16 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Bonaire, Curacao, Turks and Caicos, Cozumel, Costa Rica, Panama, Maui,
Oahu, San Diego, Cape Ann, Key Largo, Boynton Beach, Jupiter.... 
Airport:  Marsa Alam. Getting There:  
I flew into Hurghada, grueling 3 hour ride to Port Ghalib. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  74 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Recreational depth limits, no deco. Generally dive with buddy or group within reason. Send up SMB if not
with group on zodiac dive. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Two good sized camera tables with air hoses. Crew took good care of cameras and rinsed them prior to
placing on the tables. There was plenty of room for our small group, could be quite crowed with a full boat
and sophisticated equipment. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I dived the southern route and then the northern route on the Red Sea Aggressor (RSA) in back to back
weeks between April 24 and May 6, 2016. This was my 1st experience with the Aggressor Fleet

Reservations and logistics: I was living in Basel, Switzerland when I made this trip. I made my own airline
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reservations and flew nonstop from Zurich to Hurghada on Edelweiss, a subsidiary of Swiss Air. I made
land transport and hotel reservations though Aggressor Adventure Travel, they were great, went flawlessly.
I did a day of land based diving with Emperor Divers prior to boarding the RSA (see separate review of
Marina Lodge Hotel and Emperor Divers). The three hour drive from Hurghada to Port Ghalib was pretty
grueling in both directions. I would consider flying into Cairo and taking an EgyptAir flight directly to
Marsa Alam. My wife and I spent a separate 2 weeks in Cairo and on the Nile between Luxor and Aswan,
including a side trip to Abu Simbel, in February. This was a great trip, would advise visiting other parts of
Egypt is you are making the trip to dive in the Red Sea.

The boat: The boat was clean and well cared for. We had only 4 passengers (3 divers) for the first week and
7 divers for the 2nd week. We had the luxury of all the room we wanted or needed. The air conditioner did
not work optimally in the 1st room I was given so I was immediately moved to a new room. The rooms
were extremely comfortable and roomy for a single. They would be fine for a couple who knew each other
well, might be a bit tight for strangers. The lounge/dining room was very comfortable. We had internet
access when we were close enough to shore for the boat to have a cell signal. 

The crew: The crew was absolutely fantastic and did everything they could to ensure a great trip. The cruise
director/guide, Mahmoud was great, very friendly and a shared a wealth of information about Egypt. Zodiac
drivers Islam and Emad were very skilled. German guide, Angela, was very good with an unskilled diver
the 1st week. 

The food: The food was from good to excellent. If anything, there was too much available and one had to
show some discretion. Chef Amr and stewards Hegaze and Nubi bent over backwards to satisfy any
reasonable request. 

The diving: The diving was really excellent, but, I went in with such high expectations, that there was
probably no way they could have been fully met. I did 22 dives, including 4 night dives, in 5 ½ days on the
southern route and 22 dives, including 1 night dive, in 5 ½ days on the northern route. Night dives are not
allowed at Little Brother, Big Brother, or Daedalus. Most dives were done of the zodiacs, 32 total. AL 80s
were standard, a few steel 100s were available for reservation. Fills were always good and nitrox always
right on around 32%. The dive deck was very good, you stayed in your assigned place for the duration and
tanks were filled in place. Hot showers and warm towels were most appreciated. They issued Nautilus
Lifelines for use on the northern route from Little Brother to end of the trip. Highlights of the southern route
included beautiful hard coral gardens at Abu Dabab I, large schools of Hammerheads at Daedalus, beautiful
caverns and swim throughs at Cave Reef, and snorkeling with Spinner Dolphins at Sataya (Dolphin) Reef.
Other cool encounters with Napoleon Wrasse, Giant Morays, Blue Spotted Stingrays, Anthias all over the
reef. Highlights of the northern route included a few Thresher sharks and a couple of mantas at Little
Brother, a Thresher and the wrecks of the Namidia and Aida at Big Brother, the Hammerheads and
anemone gardens with many Anemonefish at Daedalus, and a good dive in brisk current with sharks at
Elphinstone. Wish I could have seen some Oceanic White Tips, but you don't always get everything.

All in all, one of the best dive trips I’ve done, very glad I had the opportunity to do it, many fond memories.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
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--------------By  Randall S Preissig in TX, US  at Oct 18, 2016 09:33 EST
Excellent review.  I just did a 10 day and a 7 day Aggressor trip and
second everything you said--plus we had oceanic whitetips on dives at the
Brothers.

------------------------------------
"Seawolf MY Felo " 

Seawolf/MY Felo in South Daedalus / Elphinstone, Jul 2016 (Rpt #9048) 
by Carol L Cohn (Email author), CA, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Monterey, CA, Carmel, CA, Cozumel, Fiji, Bali, Grand Cayman, Utila, So. Ca Channel Islands. 
Airport:  Marsa Alam. Getting There:  
Fly to Cairo, then to Hurghada or Marsa Alam. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  85 to 87 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
You must have a buddy, otherwise you can do your own thing.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  1 or 2. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
No good place on deck to put the camera.  No special rinse facilities .  The charging rack was too small for
the camera housing and unprotected.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
MY Felo is a live aboard dive boat operating in the Red Sea.  They have many itineraries, but we chose
South, as it is supposed to go to the less visited sites.   The boat is fabulous, and the crew excellent.  Nitrox
is free.  However, they cater to Germans mostly, so be prepared to be the only Americans on the boat.  Our
dive guide said we were his second and third Americans in his ten year career.  The dive briefing was in
German, with our guide interpreting for us on the side.  The food is edible but not special in any way.  We
stayed in the royal suite, the best cabin on the boat, and it was by far the nicest cabin I've had on a live
aboard.  Very spacious with an excellent air-conditioner.  The bed was hard though.  Due to the reputation
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of terrorism tourism is down in Egypt right now.  That means the cost of the trip is a fraction of what it
would be anywhere else.  A great value for the money.   The dive sites can be crowded with other dive
boats.  At Daedalus I counted 8 total boats at the site.  Elphinstone was the same.  we spent many of our
dives there and did see hammerheads, oceanic white tips, bump head parrot fish, a tiger shark, a whale shark
and just a ton of other fish.  The reefs themselves are spectacularly beautiful.   The only drawback for me
were the number of other divers.  All in all it was a great trip.

------------------------------------

Saba (8 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview: 
Saba is one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70 feet, with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations are in quaint
villages at 1,000 feet and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool, pleasant climate.
It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands.

Saba Seasonal Planner: 
	On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65 at night, so travel with a jacket or sweater is recommended.
Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70s to mid 80s. The most rain falls during the month of
November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best sites are offshore seamounts.
Saba is in the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Land-Based
"Saba--Tops in the Caribbean" 

Saba Divers/Scout's Place in N/A, Nov 2016 (Rpt #9303 has 1 Helpful Vote) 
by Michael Wood (Email author), WA, US. Contributor 13 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Indonesia, Maldives, PNG, GBR, Philippines, Hawai'i. 
Airport:  Saba. Getting There:  
Fly to St. Maarten; puddle jumper Twin Otter to Saba; hold on to your hat! Shortest runway in the world.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  83 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive your computer. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
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