Red Sea (12 Reports)

Red Sea Diving Overview:
Egypt - Sharm el Sheikh

Europeans flock to the Red Sea for excellent live-aboard diving, scoffing at Americans who miss the fine
diving because of their inordinate fear of terrorism. Hurghada dive operators are failing to care for their
reefs, so divers head farther south. Live-aboards get divers to the best Red Sea diving. Water temperatures
can drop into the cool 60s during February and rise into the 80s by August.

Red Sea Seasonal Planner:

Air temperatures in winter range from 60-75; thewater can drop down into the upper 60s, with the coolest
temperatures occurring in February. Summer land temperatures slide right up past 100, with the water
temperature rising into the low 80s (take a wetsuit anyway). The hottest month is August. If you are going
to do any land exploration (and how do you visit the Red Seawithout at least a peek at the pyramids), the
trade-off for warm water is hot weather. The manta season is from March to June.

Land-Based
"Good start to a great dive vacation on the Red Sea"
Emperor Divers/Marina Lodge Hotel in Port Ghalib, Apr 2016 (Rpt #8907)
by Craig A Wood (Email author). PA, US. % Contributor 16 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Bonaire, Curacao, Turks and Caicos, Cozumel, Costa Rica, Panama, Mauii,
Oahu, San Diego, Cape Ann, Key Largo, Boynton Beach, Jupiter....
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
| flew nonstop on Edelweiss Air(Swiss Air) from Zurich to Hurghada. It isa 3 hour drive from Hurghada to
Port Ghalib.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥  Beginners. ki Valuefor $$: #rir A
Dive Operation: & * %  Accommodations; Wi ¥ ¥ Food: i
Service and Attitude: Wik % Environmental Sensitivity: %% Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 74to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 7 mm. Visibility: 40 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Buddy diving, but allowed dive extension around the boat solo. Usual, return to boat with reasonable gas..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. None. Whales. None.
Corals: kX Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: %%  Large Fish: N/A

Red Sea: Land: 746/894
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Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].

----- Overall Comments -----

Dueto flight availability, | arrived in Port Ghalib 2 days before my two weeks on the Red Sea Aggressor. |
chose to do a 3 tank boat trip with Emperor Divers, the on site operator at the Marina Lodge Hotel. | made
my arrangements online and it worked flawlessly. | completed the paperwork on my arrival and was ready
to dive the next day.

Emperor Divers has 3 large boats moored at the marinain front of the hotel. Two of 3 boats were operating
during my visit. My 12 liter DIN aluminum nitrox tanks were ready for me. They had an analyzer available
and | analyzed all 3 of my tanks up front. One and 2 kg lead weights were available in more than sufficient
quantity. The boat could take somewhere in excess of 20 divers, there were only about a dozen on my trip
and about the same number on the other boat. The trip to the dive site was relatively short, less than 45
minutes. Dive briefings were good. There was a DM/guide in the water but one was not obliged to stay with
them and one could dive with their buddy. We did 2 dives at Marsa Shouna. The first went West and was
very shallow with relatively poor visibility (max depth 52 feet). The second went East and was deeper, with
significantly better visibility (max depth 67 feet). The 3rd dive wasin a different area, Marsa Mubarak, at a
site called Farsha Sahab. On my first visit to the Red Sea, there was plenty to see. Highlightsincluded a pair
of pipefish, areef octopus, a great and a peppered moray, anemonefish, bluespotted stingrays and many
versions of common reef fish | was not familiar with. All 3 dives ended up being an hour or slightly more.
A very good buffet lunch was served on the boat between dives 2 and 3 for avery reasonable extra price.

Though I did not know it when | booked, the operator also does some special dive trips for an additional
cost and early departure. They go to at least 2 world class sites we visited later in the week when | was on
the Aggressor, Elphinstone and Abu Dabab. | would do either of the dives, given the opportunity.

The MarinaLodge is avery comfortable mid-level hotel with nice rooms and good on site food service. The
employees were friendly and customer centric. They have a couple of nice poolsif you have thetimeto
relax and enjoy them.

Emperor Diversisawell run, smooth dive operator that offers a variety of land based dive opportunitiesin
thisregion of the Red Sea. | had a very good day diving with them and would gladly do so again.

"Egypt and especially the Red Sea are SAFE!"
Emperor Divers/Three Corners Ocean View Hotel in Egypt, Oct 2016 (Rpt #9164)
by Randal SPreissig (Email author), TX, US. % Sr. Contributor 29 reports filed and.
Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Red Sea, Rgja Amphat, Lembeh, Komodo, Thailand, Sipadan, PNG, BVI, Bahamas, Tahiti, Palau,
Australia, Hawaii, Myamar, Fiji, Cocos, Galapagos, Socorro, 3 Caymans, Bonaire, Cozumel, Belize, Etc..
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
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| flew direct to Hurghada from Istanbul on Turkish Air. Many other options..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $& Wi
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: ¥ A A ¥ Food: dd A
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: %A AW
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm.
Visibility: 30to 70 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
100 foot sport diving, athough | never needed to go this deep..
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: N/A Tropica Fish: N/A Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's. Wi ¥ Subject Matter: ¥ drd i
Boat Facilities: Wi %W Shore Facilities: %rir ¥
UWP Comments:
Large rinse tank and good care of your equipment..
----- Overall Comments -----
FIRST, DO NOT BE AFRAID TO GO TO EGYPT, especiadly diving. The dive areas are far removed

from the tourist areas--and both are heavily protected and safe. There has never been an incident related to

dive operations. You are safer in Cairo than Chicago and international airlines have the same security
everywhere.

Second, due to the dramatic drop off in tourism, not only are there bargains galore(several on our trip got
25% and 50% off their trip!) and no crowds anywhere (you can walk straight into the Egyptian Museum and
on to the King Tut exhibit instead of waiting an hour to enter and another 2 hoursto see Tut), but there has
been a remarkable resurgence in sealife due to the 80% (some say higher) drop in dive tourism. Counting
my liveaboard trips, | saw my first sailfish, my first dugong and plenty of oceanic white tip sharks and had
several incredible dolphin encounters. Several others saw thresher sharks. Thiswas (much) better than when
| dove the Red Seain the "good old days' of 1992. | am very happy (as was everyone else) to have chosen

thistime. Hurry up--sadly, thiswon't last forever.

The booking staff at Emperor was incredible!! | had to reschedule my trip when another operator on my
trip cancelled at the last minute. 18 months later and many emails and Emperor fit 2 dive days at El Gaona

and 4 at Port Ghalib in between other trips | already had scheduled. Great value on package deals.
| did two days of diving out of El Gaona. The day boats left at 9am and returned at 4 or 5PM. THEY

TRAVELED ASFARASIT TOOK TO GET USTO GREAT DIVING. Thisincluded "Dolphin House",
where the six of us had afull 20 minutes with up to 20 dolphins--my best dol phin encounter ever. Huge 18"

squid, stonefish, banded sea snake, stonefish and more. The coral was extremely healthy.

Red Sea: Land: 748/894
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The only negative | could find was the scarcity of large schools of fish. Over fishing is to blame and steps
are being taking to correct this.

Go now and see the Red Sea at its best!

"Don't Be Afraid to Visit the Red Sea!"
Emperor Divers/Marina Lodge in Port Ghalib, Oct 2016 (Rpt #9165)
by Randall S Preissig (Email author), TX, US. % Sr. Contributor 29 reports filed and.
Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Red Sea, Rgja Amphat, Lembeh, Komodo, Thailand, Sipadan, PNG, BV I, Bahamas, Tahiti, Palau,
Australia, Hawaii, Myamar, Fiji, Cocos, Galapagos, Socorro, 3 Caymans, Bonaire, Cozumel, Belize, Etc..
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
Best to fly to Hurghada and take a 3 hour taxi/van to Port Ghalib. Y ou can fly into Marsa Alam..
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: Wi dr W Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $5: i drr ¥
Dive Operation: %A Accommodations: ¥ ¥ A ¥ Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: ¥ ¥ ¥
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. calm. Water: 84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:. mm. Visibility:
30 to 60 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
100 ft. limit, but rarely needed to go below 60-70..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales. None.
Corals. k% Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: " h W
Large Fish: e % Large Pelagics: i dr¥r ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: ¥ %  Subject Matter: Wi
Boat Facilities: Wi %W Shore Facilities: % i i
UWP Comments:
Largerinsetank. Crew careful with equipment..
----- Overall Comments -----

Please see my other reports on other parts of thistrip under "Africa’.

FIRST, DO NOT BE AFRAID TO GO TO EGYPT, especiadly diving. The dive areas are far removed
from the tourist areas--and both are heavily protected and safe. There has never been an incident related to
dive operations. You are safer in Cairo than Chicago and international airlines have the same security
everywhere.

Second, due to the dramatic drop off in tourism, not only are there bargains galore(several on our trip got
25% and 50% off their trip!) and no crowds anywhere (you can walk straight into the Egyptian Museum and

Red Sea: Land: 749/894
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on to the King Tut exhibit instead of waiting an hour to enter and another 2 hoursto see Tut), but there has
been a remarkable resurgence in sealife due to the 80% (some say higher) drop in dive tourism. Counting
my liveaboard trips, | saw my first sailfish, my first dugong and plenty of oceanic white tip sharks and had
several incredible dolphin encounters. Severa others saw thresher sharks. Thiswas (much) better than when
| dove the Red Seain the "good old days' of 1992. | am very happy (as was everyone else) to have chosen
thistime. Hurry up--sadly, thiswon't last forever.

The booking staff at Emperor was incredible!! | had to reschedule my trip when another operator on my
trip cancelled at the last minute. 18 months later and many emails and Emperor fit 2 dive days at El Gaona
and 4 at Port Ghalib in between other trips | already had scheduled. Great value on package deals.

| did four days of diving out of Port Ghalib. The day boats |eft at 9am and returned at 4 or 5PM. THEY
TRAVELED ASFARASIT TOOK TO GET USTO GREAT DIVING. Thisincluded Shoni Kaber,
where | snorkled and dove with my first dugong. Green frogfish, octopus out hunting, a dolphin or two,
stonefish and more. The coral was extremely healthy.

The only negative | could find was the scarcity of large schools of fish. Over fishing isto blame and steps
are being taking to correct this.

Go now and see the Red Sea at its best!

"Northern itinerary - The Brothers / Daedalus / Elphingston *

Red Sea Aggressor, May 2016 (Rpt #8942 has 2 Helpful Votes) by Phil Johnston
(Email author), ZZ, AU." ~ Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Australia, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Malaysia, Indonesia/Bali, Cocos, Cozumel, Tonga,
Galapagos, Tahiti, Maldives, Mozambique, Bahamas, Red Sea..
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
Internal: 4 flights per week from Cairo via Egyptair, International: many direct flights from various
European countries..

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: W  Valuefor $$ ki
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; ¥ & Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, dry. Seas: calm, currents. Water: 23to 25 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
15to 25 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No deco diving, dive within Nitrox depth limits, Nautilus Lifeline compulsory (provided free) at some sites,
buddy system verbally insisted upon but not rigidly enforced..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins: 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:

Red Sea: Land: 750/894
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None. Corals: w %%  Tropical Fish: A% %% Small Critters: %  LargeFish: k%
Large Pelagics: %

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wirdr ¥ Subject Matter: ¥ i i
Boat Facilities: Wik % ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
A reasonable amount of bench space available for UWPs, could be crowded if all 20 passengers were
underwater photographers..

----- Overall Comments -----

BOAT & CREW : Red Sea Aggressor isn't anew boat but has obviously been heavily renovated. It used to
be called the Susanna, | had some difficulty finding it at the marina as the locals seemed to know it only as
the Susanna & kept directing me to the boat by that name.

The boat & itsRIBswere all in very good condition, although 1 passenger had to be moved to a different
cabin due to non-functioning alc.

The crew were uniformly excellent both on deck & in the water. The dive guides Mahmoud, Angela &
Roberto were very attentive to what was going on with divers & provided assistance to less experienced
passengers when required. Angelain particular seemed to be genuinely passionate about her job & shared
my excitement whenever | let her know | had seen something that pleased me.

The deck crew & cabin crew were unfailingly helpful in donning/doffing dive gear, & providing drinks
prior to & just after our dives. Most of the post-dive drinks were very refreshing tropical fruit juices. Food
was uniformly good quality, savory snacks (pizzas, fried calamari, nachos etc) were provided mid morning
& mid afternoon. Soft drinks & local Egyptian beer was provided free of charge.

Aggressor Fleet vice-president Larry Speaker was on board during the cruise doing some sort of quality
assurance check, he seemed at times to be critical of the boat. | had only one concern, which was the
amount of oil that came out of the exhaust pipe, unfortunately we left patches of greyish-brown oil at some
dive sites.

DIVING : aninitial check-out dive was done at a reef close to shore called Marsa Shoona. The reef is
horseshoe shaped with some sea-grass beds in the middle, we were advised there was a chance of seeing
dugongsin this area, but none were seen...| gathered from the comments of some of the crew that it's been
many years since a dugong has been seen this area. My dive buddy & | dived across the sea-beds hoping to
see some macro-life (or a dugong) but saw very little, certainly no dugongs. We ended up at the southern
end of the horseshoe, some reasonable hard corals & small tropical fish in this area.

Our next dive was at an off-shore reef, Shaab Abu Dabab, | would rate this as one of the most beautiful hard
coral sites I've seen, surprisingly little fish life though, & didn't see much macro life either. Thiswas my
second visit to Shaab Abu Dabab, | enjoyed its luxuriant coral growth more than my first visit.

We steamed overnight to Little Brother Island & dived 4 times there that day, & 4 dives at Big Brother the
next day (no night dives are allowed at either site). | had high expectations of The Brothers but was frankly
disappointed, both islands are basically wall dives with little in the way of attractive hard or soft corals. |
was pleased to see athresher shark at Little Brother & then a much closer encounter with another one at Big
Brother, however a single Manta was the only other large marine animal seen during the 2 daysin this area.

Red Sea: Land: 751/894
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A further 2 days was then spent at Daedalus Reef. Hammerheads in ones or twos were seen on all but 1 of
my 8 dives at Daedalus, other than a smallish school of barracuda, little other large pelagic life was seen.
Both the Brothers & Daedalus abounded with very large populations of cornet fish & colorful grouper, good
photo subjects due to their complete lack of fear of divers.

Visibility was somewhat disappointing at both Brother & Daedalus, it didn't match the descriptions of
crystal clear water 1'd read about before coming to the Read Sea

Elphinstone Reef was dived on the last day. Aswith the Brothers, it didn't quite meet my expectations.
Despite a strong current, only a couple of sharks were seen at 100 foot depth, although the immense clouds
of orange anthiasrising & falling in the current were impressive. | did see agorgeous dark blenny with
bright green stripes, not sure what it was as | couldn't find it in either of the fish ID books on board.

Overdl, | would rate the Northern itinerary asjust OK, the highlights being sitings of thresher sharks, which
| hadn't seen before. In terms of high voltage diving (ie big numbers of fish & sharks) the Red Seais
significantly behind Cocos Idand, Walindi Bay in PNG, Galapagos & the Y ongala wreck in Queensland
Australia.

"Sharm EIl Naga - a local resort in Egypt"
Sharm El Naga Resort in El Naga, Egypt, Aug 2016 (Rpt #9098) by John E. Keith
(Email author), UT, US. ¥ Contributor 19 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Wher e Else Diving:
Egypt, Florida, California, Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, Australia, Maldives.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
Drive south of Hurghada toward Safaga - about an hour - then turn on aroad which has a small sign -good
luck..

————— Ratings -----
Advanced: YA Beginners: WA Valuefor $$: #rir ¥
Dive Operation: Wk x % ¥ Accommodations: wx %  Food: ¥ ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
ShoreDiving: i Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, choppy, surge. Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm.
Visibility: 40to 75 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
We set our own within our group..

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals k% Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: %W
Large Fish: v dr % Large Pelagics: %%

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: ¥  Subject Matter: % i i Boat Facilities: N/A

Red Sea: Land: 752/894
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Shore Facilities: %rir %
UWP Comments:
While rinse tanks were available (one restricted to cameras and regs), there was really no place to work on
your camera except in your room (I know because | drowned my Canon when the case closure spring
broke)..

----- Overall Comments -----
We returned to Egypt to dive with our original diveinstructor (1998) Dr. Hussein Ramadan (really great
instructor who works out of the Maadi House in Cairo). He has been mentioned afew timesin
Undercurrents. He chose El Naga for several reasons: first, it's relatively small and has few crowds
compared to Hurghada; second, he gets super service there; and third, as an American employee - asis his
instructor wife - the US Embassy forbids employees or their families from going to Sharm El Sheikh. The
diving was mostly shore diving, but we did go out on a boat from Safaga one day and on a Zodiac from the
resort. Service wasreally outstanding. The coral was as we remembered it - some of the best in the world.
However, the large schools of fish that we remembered from Sharm El Sheikh so many years ago were few.
We did see, turtles and rays and one shark. The sealife was unconcerned with us, so we got some great
up-close looks at fish and critters. The shore dive reefs had relatively little current and were easily
accessed. The boat dive reefs occasionally had fair currents, but not overwhelming. The resort was
pleasant, but not a5 star (1'd giveit 2 1/2), but the rooms were clean and comfortable (read that air
conditioned) with fridges. Lunch and dinner were buffet, but very tasty. Breakfasts wereto order, with lots
of fresh orange juice, omelets, beef sausage, etc. Nescafe instead of fresh brewed, but that seems standard
in Egypt. The staff wasreally great - carried al the gear down to the shore or boat, helped you if you
needed it, etc. There were rinse tanks available at the for both gear and cameras at the dive shop/gear
storage area. Thiswould not be a high-roller choice, but we really enjoyed the lack of crowdsin and out of
the water and the pleasant pace.

Liveaboards

"Best Time to Dive the Red Sea"
Aggressor in Egypt, Sep 2016 (Rpt #9163) by Randall S Preissig (Email author), TX, US. %
Sr. Contributor 29 reports filed and. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Red Sea, Rgja Amphat, Komodo, Thailand, Sipadan, Tahiti, Palau, Australia, Hawaii, Myamar Fiji, Cocos,
Galapagos, Socorro, Caymans, Bonaire, Cozumel, Belize, Etc..
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
There are some flightsinto Marsa Alam, which is closer to Port Ghalib, but you must fly through Cairo to
get there..

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: i d W Beginners; ¥ %  Valuefor $5: wirdrir¥r
Dive Operation: % % W& Accommodations. i A% Food: AN
Service and Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: Jrird i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: %A%
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm, no currents. Water: 82 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 753/894
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