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----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: Wk  Valuefor $$:
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations; % % ¥ Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: ddr ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: Jdd ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: . Seas. . Water: 280 30 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility: 10to 15 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
30m max- most were shallower.
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: %% Large Fish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
| was on holiday in Barbados, staying at the Coral Reef Club which isluxurious. High Tide Watersports
have a dive centre in the resort offering two tank morning dives on their own large boat. Most of the dives
are on the south west end of the island about 30 to 45 mins from the resort. | wasn't on adive holiday but
did two morning two tank dives. One was on Barbados signature dive site - the wreck of the Stavronika.
This was the most challenging dive at around 28m max depth. We did atour of the wreck including a
couple of easy penetrations. It's a nice wreck with lots of fish life. Another dive at Carlisle Bay involves a
shallow "wreck tour" around five small wrecks which was a gentle potter and pleasant. The other dives were
on relatively shallow reefs and we saw some nice juvenile fish. The dive master hunts lion fish on these
dives.

Nitro is available, although other than for the Stavronika you don't really need it. The boat wasn't too
crowded and the set up was fine. | wouldn't necessarily go on atrip to Barbados only to dive but it is an
interesting island with history and some good places to stay and eat. Not cheap.

Belize (18 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview:

Inside the world's second-largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. GOOD
DIVING IN BELIZE ISREACHABLE FROM LIVE ABOARDS OR FROM RESORTS on the offshore
cayes. The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting
but disappointing to many experienced divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip,
take a couple daysto visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour

fl ight from Houston. Belize lies in the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits.
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Belize Seasonal Planner:

The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving isfrom April
through June, when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit in 1931, 1961, and 1978. During winter months (mainly December, January, and
February), Belize is aso subject to northers that blow down and disrupt diving for several days. Water
temperature may dip aslow asthe 70s in the winter and reach as high as 85 in the summer.

Land-Based
"Ambergris Caye, Amigos del Mar/AquaVista "
Amigos Del Mar/AquaVista in Ambergris Caye, Nov 2016 (Rpt #9320) by Matt A
(Email author), WA, US. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Worldwide.
Getting There:
Tropic Air.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: % Beginners; %  Valuefor $$: #rir¥r
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations; ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas:. choppy. Water: 76 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
60 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Stay close.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %¥
Large Pelagics: %rir i
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----
Dove Turneffe Island with Amigos del Mar from San Pedro, a 3-tank dive with meals for US$230, on their
big Blue Hole boat, even tho we only had 6 divers. Dive operation was well run and probably the largest on
the idland. Took about 1.5 hrsto get to Turneffe, big boat was a blessing. Diving was good, not great. We
dove 3 sites on the north end with the last site called the Mini-Elbow being the best. Vast array of fish life
and pretty healthy corals. 60 to 80 ft vis. (They said it was too far to go to the Elbow on the south tip.) The
only challenging part was getting up the ladder in the chop. There was only one other dive boat in the area
that | saw. Just a note - the two 'other' dives on the Blue Hole trip are at Long Caye and Half Moon Caye,
both excellent dive sites even if the Blue Hole might not excite you. | only dove Hol Chan locally, whichis
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anice shallow cut dive. | did hear of numerous eagle ray sightingsin the canyons outside the reef aswell as
dolphin dives. | would dive with these guys again.

We stayed at AquaVista hotel, anice little 6-room place on the north side of town. Friendly staff, clean cool
rooms. Next door to Wayos Bar, a happening place (all the time). Very comparable to Paradise Villas just
down the beach, which are maybe alittle nicer and alittle quieter. Next time we think we'll try Caye Casa
which, like Paradise, has a pool. AquaVista has a nice beach but no pool. We like to stay within walking
distance of town and prefer the north side, from the Phoenix up to Caye Casa. The Sunset Suites and Mayan
Princessin town also ook nice. There avery nice places further up and down the beach, but factor in a golf
cart rental at US$60/day.

Doc's was our favorite place to eat, but there are many good places. And whatever you do, don't miss the
Hermit crab races at Crazy Canucks on Tue nights!

"Great week with Aqua Scuba Belize"
Aqua Scuba Belize/Casa Coral, Dec 2015 (Rpt #8775) by jeff appel (Email author), TX, US.
2 reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Cozumel, BVI, Cayman, Roatan, Costa Rica, Hawaii, Little Cayman, Belize,.
Airport: San Pedro, Belize. Getting There:
Southwest Airlines to Belize City, Tropic Air to San Pedro,Belize.

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: W Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $5: wrdrir ¥
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations: Wi ¥ Food: Wi
Service and Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, rainy, cloudy. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 81to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm.
Visbility: 75to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dive computer profile, 3 minute safety stops,.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. kX Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: %%
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics ki

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

We knew we wanted to dive Ambergris Caye in Belize, and began our research. Found Casa Coral through
VRBO.com, and found Casa Coral, a 3 br, 2 bath accommodation, right on the beach, in town, that was
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nice, had a huge balcony facing the ocean, and the entire roof that was decked with 3rd floor views of the
ocean, town, and even the bay behind us. Pricing was not any more per person than many other hotel type
accommaodations.

For Diving, we chose Agua Scuba Belize because they would guarantee the 4 of us atrip to the Blue Hole
and a Trip to Turneffe, and their pricing was competitive with others. As an added benefit, they provided all
dive gear (although alittle worn) that enabled usto pack light.

Thefirst day of local diving was good with more nurse sharks than | remembered, and a good assortment of
reef fish and afair amount of soft corals. We dived Hol Chan as a night dive, and although not quite the life
| remember from my last dive here 9 years ago, the 20 plus stingrays and other various life made up for it.

The following day, we made the early trip to the Blue Hole, and although the 2 1/2 hour trip was long, the
large 58' twin turbo diesel Aqua Scuba boat made it with ease. The Blue Hole dive was typical for the blue
Hole, aformation dive, with little fish life. The following two dives at half moon caye and the dive site
aguarium provided amazing soft corals, Garden Eels, severa reef sharks, and a nice assortment of typical
Caribbean fishes.

The following day, we took the same boat to Turneffe, and dove the sites Black Coral Mountain, Vicente,

and Jack Sparo. The dive company provided me with aHawaii sling spear, and along with the divemaster,
Roy (Gandi),we speared 24 lionfish total during the 3 dives. Culling the reef of these menaces, along with
the excitement of the hunt, made great diving even better. The larger ones were kept, cleaned on the boat,

and became dinner that night at Caliente, a restaurant next to the dive company's dock.

On our last dive day, we dived "Hustlers Special” and "Mermaids Lair" just off the San Pedro shore/reef.
Hustlers Specia was an amazing site with at least 11 Nurse sharks, and 4 black tips, providing that special
exhilaration of diving near these beautiful creatures. Lobster, Scrawled Filefish, Queen Angels, Rock
Beauties, Trumpetfish, two green morays, and lots of sponges made the overall trip one to remember.

Aqua Scuba Belize' divemasters Roy and Omar, as well as boat captains Francois and Lobo, and deckhand
Marvin made the week enjoyable, and a pleasure. We will definately return, and hope to duplicate this trip
soon.

Our favorite meals were provided by Melt, a bar/restaurant 1 block from our Condo, Caliente, the restaurant
that cooked our speared lionfish, and also Saras. Although Sarasis almost a mile north of town, the fresh
snapper, reasonable prices, and atmosphere made it worth the drive. Our drive was by golfcart, which isthe
predominant means of transportation on the island/peninsula.

My first trip here was over 25 years ago when there were only dirt streets, and probably fewer than 500
residents. My second trip, 9 years ago, saw alot of growth. Today, the town of San Pedro has over 18,000
residents, quite afew paved streets, and lots of development. It still has aquaint feel, but enjoy it now. My
fear isthat it will continue to grow exponentially, and will loose the charm it has had in the past.

Jeff Appel

Brenham, Tx

"Best for newer divers"
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Belize Pro Dive/Banyan Bay Villas in Ambergris Caye, Jun 2016 (Rpt #8960)
by Sheleigh A Harding (Email author), UT, US. 2 reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, Tobago, BVI's, Costa Rica.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: %%  Beginners: ik Valuefor $$: frir i
Dive Operation: W% %%  Accommodations. Wi ¥ Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: #rir A% Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 82 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
50 to 75 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth limits, time limits..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %X  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: #r¥r ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: W%  Subject Matter: W%  Boat Facilities: %%
Shore Facilities: % &
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

Great spot for new divers. A little frustrating for experienced divers. The diving is "by the clock™ so plan on
ascending with alot of air left. Also, the reefs are fairly deep, so we weren't able to spend much time on
them because the newer divers struggled with racing through their air consumption.

Thereefsarein very good condition, but fish populations are low due to fishing. The nurse sharks are out
and about all the time because the dive shops feed them.

| liked the dive shop and our dive masters. They did not really cater to more advanced divers though. Too
many new diversto deal with.

"A relaxing week on Ambergris Caye"
Belize Pro Dive Center/Pelican Reef Villas in Ambergris Caye, Apr 2016 (Rpt #9422)
by Henry Zenzie (Email author), MA, US. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:
Palau, Y ap, Bali, Sipadan, Florida, Little Cayman, Bimini, Jamaica, Bonaire, New England.
Airport: San Pedro. Getting There:
United Airlines Boston to Belize City, Tropic Air to San Pedro..
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----- Ratings -----

Advanced: i Beginners, ¥ Valuefor $$; #r¥rdrdr
Dive Operation: A x ¥ Accommodations: kN Food: kAW
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm, no currents. Water: 78to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
50 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. no. Enforced diving restrictions:
All dives were guided..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters k¥ LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

We spent arelaxing week at Pelican Reef Villas (PRV) with 2 other couplesin a3 bedroom condo. The
condo was in excellent condition, spacious, and clean. A delicious breakfast with avariety of hot entree
choices was included in our rate. Lunch (but not dinner) was available at extra cost. Michaela was the
activities director at PRV, and she did agreat job of arranging al of our land and sea activities. Our
land-based activities included cave tubing (amust do), zip lining (very nice), and touring the Mayan ruins at
Lamanai (impressive).

PRV has partnered with Belize Pro Dive Center (BPDC) to offer diving. We did atotal of 4 2-tank diveson
reefs within a 10-15 minute boat ride of BPDC's facility. On each diving day, we were picked up promptly
at the PRV dock at 8:00 AM and dropped off at the BPDC dive center. Since the reefs are so close to shore,
our surface interval was spent back at the BPDC dock munching on snacks put out by the staff. Except for
the Hol Chan Marine Preserve dive and snorkel, all the dive profiles were similar: descend to a max depth
of 60-80 feet on a spur and groove reef and slowly ascend to the top of the reef in 40-50 feet. The corals
have suffered damage due to diver traffic, but nevertheless appeared to be reasonably healthy. | only saw 1
fully bleached coral head. The dive guides were all safety conscious and required each diver to
communicate their tank pressure mid-way through the dive by using the fingers on the arm method. All
dives were guided, and the bottom time was typically 45 minutes. | was a bit disappointed in the number of
tropical fish we saw on the spur and groove reefs; however, my last dive trip wasin 1991 and | have read
that fish populations on many Caribbean reefs have declined since then, so thisissueislikely not confined
to Belize. We saw lots of active nurse sharks, which may be due in part to the dive guides spearing lionfish
and feeding them to the nurse sharks. On one dive, a nurse shark followed our dive guide like a puppy
waiting to be fed. BPDC offered effortless diving: they switched our tanks between dives and allowed us to
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leave our equipment at the center when we planned to dive the next day. | recommend them without
hesitation!

We did 1 dive a Hol Chan Marine Preserve and snorkeled at Shark Ray Alley. The Hol Chan channel,
which consists of a cut in the reef 75 yard wide and 30 feet deep, isavery popular diving and snorkeling
site. There were many boats at the site when we arrived mid-morning. On our dive, we slowly swam
through the channel; | was pleasantly surprised by the amount of marine life and the health of the corals.
While there was certainly damaged coral, | have seen much worse coral damage at other popular shallow
dive/snorkel sites around the world. | even saw 2 marine animals (very large cubera snapper and beautiful
flame scallop) that | had never seen before. | a'so saw an eagle ray in addition to the more typical critters
(lobster, shrimp, barracuda, grouper, moray eels). Even though the dive is shallow and crowded with
divers/snorkelers, | would have happily doneit again if time had permitted. If you are planning to dive this
site, | would recommend visiting at aless crowded time! The dive was followed by a snorkeling trip to
Shark Ray Alley where we watched rays and nurse sharks being fed. | am generally not afan of artificial
experiences such asthis, but it was fun to watch nonethel ess.

All in all, we had agreat time in Belize and hope to return someday. The combination of land and sea
activitiesis hard to beat!

"Superb dive Op"
Belize Pro Dive Center in Ambergris Caye, Aug 2016 (Rpt #9062) by Jm Willoughby
(Email author), OR, US. = Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed and. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Papua New Guinea,Philippines, Indonesia,most of the Caribbean,California,Oregon,Hawaii,Raja Ampat.
Airport: San Pedro. Getting There:
Easy hop from |AH to BZE to San Pedro.

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ i Beginners: ¥ Valuefor $$; ¥r¥rdrdr i
Dive Operation: W% Accommaodations: N/A Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdr %
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, choppy, surge, no currents. Water: 84 to 86 °F.
Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility: 40 to 60 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
60 minute bottom time. No deco.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1or 2. Whales. None.
Corals: W%  Tropical Fish: %  Small Critters: ¥ Large Fish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities; ¥ ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Although I normally carry acamera, | did not on thistrip. There was acamerarinse tank on the boat and a
rinse tank on the dock. Other wise | did not pay much attention..

----- Overall Comments -----

| can and would highly recommend Belize Pro Dive Center if visiting San Pedro/Ambergris Caye. The
Dive op isexceedingly professional, well run and safe. The Boats are immaculate, the dive team well
trained and the service is excellent. Probably the best customer service that | have experienced in the
Caribbean. The week started out a bit windy and the surface was choppy but the dive team was very
effiencent and safe in orchestrating the entry and exit from the boat. The dive masters are watchful but
not intrusive for the level of dive experience that each diver has.

We stayed at a hotel that was not affiliated with the dive shop so | will review that separately

"Convenient and easy"
Blackbird Resort in Turniffe atol , Jan 2016 (Rpt #8813 has 1 Helpful Vote)
by LeeKnapp (Email author), KS, US. = Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean, Africa, Hawaii, Jordan, Fiji, Australia, Thailand, Costa Rica, Margarita lsland, Palau, Y ap.
Airport: Onsdite. Getting There:
Free transfer via Wednesday Saturday afternoon or charter air from Belize City ($250).

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: % Beginners; i Valuefor $$: rirdr i i
Dive Operation: % ¥ Accommodations: ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: ¥ ¥ ¥

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, surge. Water: 81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
The dive was limited to air or time. The dive master would especially watch new diversto insure they didn't
stay too deep for too long. The time limit was 60 minutes..

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ %  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters %%  LargeFish: ¥
Large Pelagics: i

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: Wl % Subject Matter: * i dr i
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Boat Facilities: W% ¥ Shore Facilities: Wi %W
UWP Comments:
A separate rinse tank is provided on the boat..

----- Overall Comments -----
The dive sites are close by and usually a drift dive. Many are wall dives and there are macro as well as large
fish and sharks. Lots of sponges and soft choral but alot of the hard coral has been overrun with algae. The
dive masters actively hunt and capture lion fish to protect the reef. With the exception of diving the elbow,
the boat returns to the dock after each dive. The blue hole is less than an hour boat ride away and it is an all
day excursion and it cost extra.

The dive boat we used offered covering, towels, and water. There was arinse tank for the masks and a
separate tank for cameras.

The dive masters were very attentive and helpful, especially for beginners.
Y ou can rent any or all the equipment on a per piece basis.

Theresort is nice and the rooms have air conditioning, and arefrigerator. The Internet is free but not
available in the room. It is not very fast. Check Groupon to get a better price.

"Healthy reef, lots of sharks and rays"

Ramon's Village Resort in Ambergris Caye, Mar 2016 (Rpt #8861 has 2 Helpful
Votes) by Matthew M Gayle (Email author), NJ, US. and. Dive Experience: 26-50 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Florida, Roatan.
Airport: San Pedro. Getting There:
We took a commuter flight from Belize International to San Pedro municipal airport.
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: YA Beginners: wdrd %  Valuefor $& Wi
Dive Operation: %% %  Accommodations; ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: %%

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas. choppy, surge. Water: 78 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:
3 mm. Visibility: 50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Local dives: Must stay within visual range of dive master but otherwise can dive own profile. Buddy pairs
must ascend for safety stop when one reaches 800 psi, dive master ascends (meaning everyone till in the
water ascends no matter air left) at 45-50 minutes. Blue Hole trip: more restricted.

----- What | Saw -----
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Sharks: Lots. Mantas. Squadrons. Dolphins: 1 or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: w %%  Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: Wi d i
Large Fish: %edr i Large Pelagics: i dr ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: w k%  Subject Matter: e ki Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: &
UWP Comments:
There was no fresh water rinse bucket for cameras on dive boats (including boats making day trips). The
boat crew were good about handing cameras down to diversin the water at the beginning of dives and then
taking cameras from divers exiting the water at the end of dives, though there was no secure place to put a
camera on the boat other than holding it. Back at the dock/dive shop, there are two utility sinks with
freshwater taps for all gear rinsing. Each sink is big enough to cram asingle BC inside. With diversfrom
multiple boats looking to rinse their gear all at about the same time, there was no way to give gear more
than a quick dunk and swish in one of the sinks. Both sinks were used for all gear (as opposed to one sink
for fins/weights, one for regs, etc.) so the water got dirty pretty quickly from people dunking wetsuits, sandy
booties, etc. and you could not step away from your gear in the sink without someone else's gear being
tossed ontop. Thereis an on-site swimming pool for guests of Ramon's and nobody stopped me from
sitting at the edge and giving my camera a soak in that, though | am not sure how they would have reacted
had | tried to rinse my entire dive kit in the pool..

----- Overall Comments -----

I've broken my thoughts down into three areas: local dives, Hol Chan, and the Blue Hole day trip.

Local Dives: The dive shop has a number of boats of varying sizestied to the pier. | am not sure how the
dive shop manager assigned diversto boats but we were happy to have been assigned to a boat with dive
master Ernest and boat captain Arnold. We dove with them the first day and then continued to dive with
them for the duration of our trip excluding a day trip for the Blue Hole (discussed below) and two afternoon
dives for which Ernest was not available. We had read mixed reviews of this dive operation online before
arriving so we were prepared to walk away and book dives elsewhere if our experience on thefirst dive was
disappointing. Fortunately, it was not. Both Ernest and Arnold were extremely professional and helpful,
always gave athorough pre-dive briefing, always seemed in control, and always seemed aware of safety
issues without micromanaging the divers. Local dive sites were 5-10 minutes from the dock, which made
getting to and from them easy, even on two days with 6-8 foot swells. The boats used for local dives are
smaller, with the protocol for water entry/exit being to walk toward the stern of the boat, sit on the
wide/reinforced gunwales on either side, put on fins and mask, be helped into your BC by the crew, put your
regin, then roll off the boat. At the end of the dive, you remove your BC in the water, hand it up to the
crew, hand up your fins, and then climb aladder aboard. | learned to make sure my gear was turned so the
tank was between my BC and the boat before it was pulled aboard to avoid my BC (and SPG) from being
dragged up the side of the boat.

Visihility at the local dive sites was around 75 feet on most days even when overcast. The reef at most sites
seemed to start at about 45 feet, which made it difficult to keep the third dive of the day as shallow as|
would have preferred. A typical day would be afirst dive to 85-90', a second dive to 60', and a shorter third
diveto 45-60" during the third dive. While we went with the current during these local “drift” dives rather
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than against it, the current was generally pretty weak so staying in place to check something out or
swimming back against the current was not a problem. On days with higher winds/waves, surge was more
of afactor than the current. There was a great variety of healthy soft and hard corals at each of the local
dive sites with numerous smaller reef fish darting about. We did not see the large schools of reef fish we
have seen elsewhere but numerous large fish, including rays, skates, nurse sharks, reef sharks, turtles,
barracuda, tarpon, permits, etc. The nurse shark population here seemed particularly high, with us seeing an
average of 3-4 nurse sharks per dive.

Hol Chan: Hol Chan isthe protected marine reserve near Ambergris Caye. A channel cuts through the reef
at the site (with the reef reaching the surface on either side of the channel), so the siteislike aV with the
point of the V being where the fairly narrow channel cuts through the reef, walls of coral along the arms of
the V, and a sandy bottom in the middle. The channel though the reef means alarge amount of marine life
is funneled through this site. Diving is permitted here but requires payment of an extra $10 fee per diver.
We did anight dive here aswell as aday time dive. The depth at the mooring balls for dive boatsis 5-6 feet
and the dive site never gets below 30 feet or so. The dive plan everyone seemsto follow isto go from the
moored boat along one side of the reef toward the channel and then turn around at the channel to go back up
the reef on the other side of the channel back to the dive boat. | would absolutely recommend diving this
siteif you are staying in San Pedro just for the variety of sealife all in one place. Having said that, | highly
recommend consulting atide chart or table to schedule your trip to this site for aslack tide. The dive
operators we met seemed unaware that tides can be predicted. There was a moderate current during the
night dive we did that prevented us from getting too close to where the channel narrowed (narrower channel
= stronger current). During the morning dive we did several days later, the current was quite strong—it
took 3 minutesto drift from the boat to the narrowest part of the channel we reached (including swimming
against the current to hold position at times) and then 32 minutes to fin our way back to the boat. All of the
diversin our group that day were pretty fit but several complained of headaches afterward from the exertion
of swimming against the current. In contrast, other divers we met who had been to that site on different
days or at different times, including an elderly couple, said they had experienced amost no current and that
the dive had been aleisurely swim around afish bowl.

The Blue Hole Trip (including dives at Half Moon Caye and Long Caye): We booked thistrip with

Ramon'’ s though most of the dive operators in San Pedro seem to run the same trip. The Blue Hole was a
2.5 hour ride from San Pedro. At the Blue Hole, our group of eight divers was with two dive masters, one at
the head of the group and onein therear. The dive briefing was thorough with instruction given on what to
do if our computers went into “deco” mode, though that was unlikely given our planned time of 3-4 minutes
at the max depth of 140 feet. Extratanks were suspended from the boat in case anyone was short on air
during the safety stop, which was extended to 5 minutes in an overabundance of caution. The Blue Hole
itself waslovely, with visibility of about 100 feet, and awesome caverns with stalactites and stalagmites at
120 feet of depth. Three sharks were visible approximately 75 feet below us. The second dive of the day
was at Half Moon Caye, which started out in afairly shallow sandy area (full of garden eels), then
proceeded along areef wall, through a short swim-through, and then over the reef back to the boat. This
dive was remarkabl e for the black tipped reef sharks that swam around and circled just below us toward the
end of thedive. Thefinal dive was at asite caled The Aquarium at Long Caye. The dive began and ended
over afairly shallow reef (25-30 feet) with an extremely dense fish population, with the middle of the dive
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along the outside wall of the reef. Over 100 fish are visible in asingle photo | took of this dive site.
Absolutely stunning.

Unfortunately, our experience on the Blue Hole Trip was marred by how the dive masters behaved. During
our ascent at the Blue Hole, the dive master at the rear of the group signaled to me to descend to his level,
though | was in control of my buoyancy and in fact 10-15 feet below the dive master leading the group and
several other divers. When | signaled back that | was OK, he grabbed my fin and pulled me away from by
buddy and down to him. He then swam past me without alook backward to grab another diver (who was
also in control without any problem) by her BC to pull her down severa feet. We made the rest of the
ascent without issue, then at the safety stop, the dive master who had been at the front of the group signaled
everyone to come closer (I thought) by holding his hands out, palms up, and bringing hisfingersin to touch
his paims. Another dive buddy pair tentatively moved closer to him (we were already grouped pretty tightly
together) as the dive master seemed to become frustrated. He then grabbed one diver’s SPG to read it. Why
he didn’t just signal that he wanted to know our remaining air supply | do not know. After that dive, one of
the dive masterstold afriend (the diver whose BC he had grabbed at depth) that she was carrying too much
weight on her weight belt and that he was removing “abit.” She said she thought her weight was fine but
heinsisted (and she let him). On the next dive, she was able to descend but unable to stay down once she
had used some of the air in her tank. Because she was unable to stop her ascent after exiting a
swim-through, her buddy (who was behind her) did not know where she was when he came through the
swim-through. Unfortunately, the dive master was not watching divers exit the swim-through and hadn’t
seen her go up. Her buddy made a controlled ascent to locate her and fortunately she was fine but the dive
was over for them. It turned out the dive master had removed 1/3 of the weight from her weight belt (she
should have checked herself but still surprising the dive master would do that). On the third dive of the day,
our group crossed paths with another group of divers about 5 minutes into the dive. One of our divers (who
did not have a buddy and was supposedly paired with the dive master) become confused and joined the
other group of divers. The dive master did not notice until being told afterward on the boat. During the
same dive, at 60 feet, the dive master held out his hands cupped together and gestured the divers to gather
around to see what he had in his hands. | needn’'t have been worried he was handling the sea life—it turned
out to be a plastic toy turtle he had brought in a BC pocket. While the dive master was laughing around his
regulator at having “fooled” us, | was more irritated than amused and later wondered why he was more
focused on his joke than keeping track of hisbuddy. Finally, whilethisisaminor thing, it isworth
mentioning—the Blue Hole Trip was advertised as including breakfast, lunch, and snacks. Breakfast was
coffee with rolls and the snacks were cut watermelon, a can of Pringles, and a package of cookies to share.
Not gourmet but fine. Lunch was another story. We stopped on Half Moon Caye for lunch and were told to
head to the beach where our lunch would be served. For the twelve divers aboard our boat, lunch was atray
of cold pasta salad, one grilled chicken breast sliced into stripsin a take-out container, and a bag of tortilla
chips. Thatisit. It was nowhere near enough food for all of us. Not even close. Meanwhile, boats from
other dive operations were unloading divers onto the island for lunch at the same time. Their lunches
included pulled pork barbeque, rolls, macaroni and cheese, corn bread, green veggies, fruit salad, and
dessert (plus severa dishes| wasn't close enough to see). Seeing divers from other boats feast while
looking down at our measly plates would have been bad enough but then the dive masters and boat crew
from Ramon’ s walked over and filled up their plates with food brought by the other boats. Pretty cheeky to
give your paying customers a pitiful excuse for alunch and then eat huge portions of better food right in
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front of us. Finally, when we returned to the dock, the dive masters were quite blatant in their solicitation of
tips, standing between divers and the dock so it seemed like divers wouldn’t be let off the boat without
tipping. | awaystip but thisisthe only time | have felt like | was being held up for tip money. Bottom
line: 1 would highly recommend doing the Blue Hole day trip but just cannot recommend doing it with
Ramon’ s given our experience. | shared my concerns with the dive shop manager, Rick, but he made it
clear he was not interested.

For what it is worth- we pre-booked 3 dives per day through PADI travel and saved about 40% over what
they chargeif you sign up on site. It worked out because we had a great dive master for our local dives- but
I'm not sure I'd risk doing it again given our less favorable experience with other dive masters at Ramon's.

Theresort itself was superb in every way, including the resort staff and the restaurant. | would not stay
anywhere else in San Pedro.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By Gregory SBrucein OR, US at Mar 21, 2016 15:29 EST
Great review- Thanks for taking the time!

-------------- By Michael Andersonin CA, US at May 05, 2016 16:36 EST
Thanks alot. That was all | needed to know.

"Belize Barrier Reef Island”
Turneffe Island Resort in Offshore island, May 2016 (Rpt #8985)
by Jeffrey D Hubbard MD (Email author), NY, US. % Sr. Contributor 24 reports filed.
Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Caribbean, Bahamas, Fernando de Noronha, Australia, Fiji, PNG, Micronesia, Hawali'i.
Airport: Belize. Getting There:
Through ATL or IAH. MIA if you're desperate..
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: WA Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %% %%  Accommodations; ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: i A Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas: calm, choppy. Water: 81to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
25 to 50 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Arbitrary depth & time limits. Within those, dive your own profile..

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %% %%  Small Critters. %
LargeFish: %A ¥ Large Pelagics: Wi
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].

----- Overall Comments -----

Turneffe Iand isasmall resort (perhaps 20 rooms) on a private island about 35 miles off Belize City.
Most guests are divers or fisherpeople. We arrived in Belize early and the resort had their driver meet us @
airport and take us to a hotel at which we stayed two nights until leaving for resort. Boat usually runs Sat.
& Wed. Other days & helicopter available at extra cost.

The accommodations are luxurious, spacious and air-conditioned. The big outside shower isfully screened
- no bites! Also anindoor shower, if you like. NO phone, NO TV, but good wi-fi. Screened porch also
has a screened floor.

Most of the diving is on small boats with racks for 12 tanks and about 8 divers, though we never had more
than 6. Thereisno sun cover, no head, and no shower, but the runsto the dive sites are short, usually less
than 15 minutes. Surface intervals are usually long and always back on theisland. Blue Holeday ison a
bigger boat with cover, head, and plenty of room. All day on the boat, except for lunch on Halfmoon Cay; a
dive on Halfmoon Cay wall and another excellent sand chute-wall dive, so the trip iswell worth it, even if
you don’t fancy the Hole. After the first day’s tank set-up by each diver, the staff handles al the gear for the
rest of the stay. We are much accustomed (1800 dives) to handling our own gear, but rapidly cameto like
the excellent service. Gear isrinsed and hung in the shed each night, and there is a thorough terminal
rinsing at trip’send. There is no dive shop, though simple repairs might be possible.

Although most divers here have computers, are pretty experienced and tanks are filled past 3000 psi, dives
are limited without apparent reason. On several dives, limits of 50 — 60 feet make it difficult to explore
beyond the tops of the Belize barrier reef walls, which are available on some dives. The tops of the walls,
though, are excellent diving. The single night dive of the entire week is limited to 50 feet, 35 minutes! No
reason. We didn’t push the requested limits, because we usually don’t, but they do limit the excellent
diving unnecessarily. | didn’t see actual enforcement, though the staff does log max depth & bottom time
for al dives. Whether on computer or tables, you will never approach no-decompression limits. We dove
nitrox 32 (US$149/week/diver = $10/dive) except in the Hole, but it isn't really necessary because dives are
short and surface intervalslong. Average bottom time was 52 minutes.

The night dive offered the unusual benefit of seeing the Big Dipper, Polaris, and Southern Cross after the
dive.

The food is excellent and the staff made an effort to accommodate requests and idiosyncrasies, though a
vegan (=eats no animal products) did challenge them, | think because of limited preparation of staff and
understanding. Thefood isn’t very spicy, though alarge collection of Belizean hot saucesis available on
every table (be careful.) Alcohol isalacarte or pay US$300/week for all you can drink.

The setting is lovely and the organization is superb, so oneisn’'t aware of how much work goes into making
the place so special. We'll be back next year.
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"Turneffe Island Resort, Come as Strangers, leave as Friends"
Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island , Oct 2016 (Rpt #9185 has 1 Helpful Vote)
by Kevin Darnell (Email author), TX, US. #+ Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
[Cayman Islands, Cozumel, Turks & Caicos, St. Thomas, St. Croix, Roatan, Utila, Australia, Palau, Y ap,
Fiji, Maldives, Cocos Island. Florida Keys.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
American, Delta, United, Southwest.

————— Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: k%  Valuefor $& Wi drd i
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; ¥ ¥ Food: #d A
Serviceand Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. cam. Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility: 50 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
[No Decompression Diving. Start up at 750 PSI for 3 Minute Safety Stop].
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. >2. Whales: None.
Corals. kX Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: %%
LargeFish: % i Large Pelagics: %%
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wi Subject Matter: ¥ di Boat Facilities: N/A
Shore Facilities: %rir %%
UWP Comments:
[The boats were small with not much facilities for Cameras. When they saw mine they got a cooler, filled it
with fresh water and were very helpful getting in and out of the water. The facilities on the dock were nice
with alarge Camera Only Rinse Tank.].
----- Overall Comments -----
[Thisresort islocated on asmall island 35 miles from the mainland. The Resort Staff met us at the airport
and took us to the Radisson for Lunch before taking us to board the boat to take to the resort. It wasa 1 1/2
hour trip to get from Belize City to Turniffe Island. The resort is designed for Divers and Fishermen and
they do an excellent job with both. The Resort is small 20 or so rooms. Rooms are large, Clean with a
screened-in porch facing the water and a awesome outdoor shower. Meals are served in the dining area and
are at set times. The food was very good and plentiful. Meals were included but the bar was ale carte or $
300 for al you could drink for the week. The Bar Tender Jorge was very personable and had numerous
amazing card tricks. The diving included 15 dives per week. Most dives were with-in 10 minutes of the
resort and surface intervals were done back at the resort. | have read other reviews that stated that bottom
times and depths were limited but we didn't see that. We had very small groups, 5 was the most we had and
there were usually just 4 of us. They stated recommended depths but were very lenient on both depth and
time. They wanted each diver starting up at 750 PSI and most of our dives were well over an hour long. The
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reefs and walls were in good shape and the fish live has very good . They have a 3 tank all day trip to the
Blue Hole. The Blue Hole was very disappointing. There are so many divers that dive this site including a
lot that shouldn't. The sides are very silty and with the number of divers and the lack of water movement in
the hole, visibility was pretty bad. The 2nd dive was at Half Moon Caye Wall and it was one of the best
dives of the week. We saw numerous Reef & Lemon Sharks and the wall was in very good shape. We then
had lunch on Half Moon Caye including Fried Chicken and all the fixings. The final dive of the day was at
Long Island wall and it was a very good dive also so the day was worth doing. The resort offers Fishing
including deep sea, Spinner Reel and Fly Rods and all the fishermen there were raving about the fishing and
the Guides. | was talking to one of the Fishing Guides during a surface interval and mentioned | would like
to try Fly Fishing and he got a Rod and we waded out into the water and he gave me a Fly Casting L esson
and let me giveit atry . | can't recommend this operation enough and can't wait to go back. |

Liveaboards

"Very Good Liveaboard in Belize"
Aggressor Fleet, May 2016 (Rpt #8923) by Jm Tompkins (Email author), NC, US.
Reviewer 5 reports filed. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Carribbean, Palau, Y ap, Tahiti, Fiji, Chuck, Maldives.
Airport: BelizeInternationd. e Ratings -----
Advanced: i Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: & * %  Accommodations; Wi ¥ ¥ Food: %A%
Service and Attitude: ddr ik Environmental Sensitivity: dd ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
50 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
110 Feet dictated by 32% Nitrox..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: W%  LargeFish: ¥
Large Pelagics: #rir ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

MV Sundancer |1 soon to be Aggressor IV had twin bedsin the Deluxe Cabins. The Deluxe Cabins had
plenty of storage. The service by the staff was excellent. The food was plentiful and very good.

The boat tends to have a significant swing on its mooring which can make catching the solid hang bar a
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