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Ocean Vibes provided easy-going, laid back diving with small groups when I was there in late November.
Van pick up at hotels on Grace Bay, Providenciales, then short drive to south side of island (usually),
followed by long, pleasant trip (45 minutes or so) to West Caicos where the diving was very nice. Lots of
reef sharks, good array of reef fish and some pelagics. Heard humpback whale repeatedly on one dive. Nice
wall a short swim from where we moored over a roughly 50 foot bottom of beautiful patch reef and sand
with lots of large barrel sponges. With only 3 divers one day they took us off of Grace Bay, which is a very
short trip from north side of island- offshore from hotel area, outside of reef. Visibility here is much less
than off West Caicos, in fact was quite poor on one dive, but still lots of fish and several turtles, so not
horrible diving. You didn't come here to dive this area though, so push for West Caicos if possible. Ocean
Vibes did take just 3 divers over to West Caicos one day, so thanks to them for that. Crew very friendly,
helpful, professional, but don't baby you or hover too closely. If you know what you are doing, they treat
you as you'd like, but give help to those who need it. Easy-going about groups staying loosely together and
coming up when we wanted, rather than herding and tight adherence to schedule. None of that constantly
banging on the tank crap if you wander off a short distance (I hate that.) Only dived (no, it isn't "dove") with
them three days, so limited experience, but really liked what I saw and I'm pretty particular. Boat was great.
Sandwich, snack on boat between dives- adequate. Plenty of beverages. As far as I know, they do a two tank
dive (which usually takes up much of the day - P/U 8 AM, back around 2:30 for West Caicos trip) but didn't
appear to be any night diving or shore dives. Weather and water temp were fantastic - great time of year to
go, wasn't crowded. Thanks to Curtis, Andrae, and Blue!

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Easy Diving, Close-Up Sharks and Stingrays" 
Aggressor Fleet, May 2015 (Rpt #8248 has 1 Helpful Vote) by Nicola A Nelson 
(Email author), UT, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Mexico, Palau, Australia. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Flew AA from Salt Lake City through Miami. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive briefs just asked us not to go way deep. Every Nitrox diver logged their gauge reading and max depth
before every dive, and was checked in at the end of the dive with depth and time.. 

----- What I Saw -----
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Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Lots of help with cameras getting in and out of the water.  Some divers took a photography course.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Probably the most amazing thing to me was how close we got to Caribbean reef sharks, sting rays and other
fish life.  Sharks on almost every dive, coming in close to check us out.  A good variety of small fish and
shrimp, lobsters, crab, flounder, sea horse, flamingo tongues and an occasional turtle.  Saw one large
lionfish. The boat moors essentially at the wall so you go in over coral heads at about 60 feet then a very
short swim to go as deep as you like.  Best sea life was at 60-80 feet.

Assessor crew and service was very good.  Food was good but heavy on pork. Our crew seemed a little tired
at the end; wonder if they need one more crew member?  Captain Amanda was very professional.  Her
husband Rob certified my husband and I for Nitrox.

Weather was very windy and overcast at times.  Water temp 81 degrees and visibility fair to good.  Very
little current on most dives.

My personal biggest negative was that the boat was air conditioned everywhere and I was cold.  Since it was
so windy on top, I got cold as I was climbing the ladder and had a hard time warming up my core
temperature except for the blessed hot tub!  Must be a way to air condition the kitchen but leave the rest of
boat at more tropical temperatures.

I would definitely do this trip again, though.  Great for beginners and also photographers.  My husband got
some unusual video using a go-pro lookalike and a selfie stick, which the fish ignored, making for some
wonderful close-ups.

------------------------------------
"It Could Have Been Worse" 

Aggressor Fleet, May 2015 (Rpt #8697) by Peggy Goldberg (Email author), FL, US. 
Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
All over the Caribbean, Bahamas, Florida, Hawaii, Socorro, Cocos Island,, Fiji, Solomons, Indonesia. 
Airport:  Provo. Getting There:  
Wish we could avoid Miami- had cancelled flight that couldn't get us out til the next day- not good if you
are trying to meet a boat on a schedule.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather:  sunny, rainy, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
30 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
110' with Nitrox. Dive on air in the Blue Hole.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
For the first time in over 30+ years, I took very few photos- I eventually ended up taking documentation
photography on how the reefs have changed for the worse.

The boat had a large camera table, places to charge batteries, and the crew was always there to assist anyone
who needed it.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We have been Aggressor clients since 1985 and have always enjoyed the trips. It had been over 10 years
since our last trip to T&C, and the changes to the reef and island were profound. 

When we jumped in for the first dive, I started crying- the reef was literally gone- it was all sand, dying
corals, no sea fans, and a few lonely fish here and there. We did see lots of sharks, but the viz was a bad,
sickly green color all week...

It was the overnight trip back to Provo from West Caicos, where, at full speed, the Captain ran the boat
aground on the reef. After being thrown out of bed, and grabbing our passports, we opened the cabin door to
see water pouring in the hallway. Not a great sign. One does not want to see fire/smoke, water, or hearing
the crew above shouting 'F***, F***, F***, S***, S***,S***. We had 2 out of the 3.

We met on the top deck and awaited instructions from the crew, and I saw we had run up on the reef quite
close to the island. We had a bright 3/4 moon. This boat has made this trip for over 20 years, and as far as I
know, the island had not moved, and in this day and age of technology, should not have happened. Maydays
were put out, but the only reply we seemed to get was from the Caribbean Explorer, a couple hours away.
They were able to offer their tenders to get us off the boat to the island at 3 in the morning at the Amanyara
resort- who had not responded to our calls. We then had to walk over 20 min on a rocky, deep sand beach to
reach a limerock road and walk another 20 minutes to a van to get to a hotel at 4 am. All we had on were
shorts, a top, and no shoes- it was a very painful walk for me on the stones..I will never abandon ship
without shoes again, but we had to leave everything behind, and I only had one pair of shoes to fly home in.
Since we had to jump in the water at the beach, I thought I might not need them.(It was the middle of the
night, and we were tired from our night dive, and this ordeal, and not thinking clearly). Our luggage was
delivered to us the next day, and we spent the rest of our vacation in a hotel trying to dry our gear for the
flights home. Water weighs a lot, and we needed to get them as dry as possible to avoid luggage
overcharges.
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The Aggressor offered a $500 voucher, which they rescinded after our travel insurance processed our claim.
We thought that was a terrible public relations policy for such long term clients that have spent quite a lot of
money with them over the years.

To read a more detailed account of this trip, the island  and view photos of what the diving looks like, go to
my website at http://www.goldenimages-photo-scuba.com. Click on the Articles tab, and select the article
on the Turks and Caicos- "It could have been Worse"

My advice has always been to be prepared for anything- do listen to all safety briefings, know where O2,
first aid kits, fire extinguishers, life vests and boats are. Do think of an escape plan the moment you step on
the boat, and have things like passports and wallets at the ready...and shoes you don't care if they get wet.

PS- I did grab my cards out of my cameras before abandoning ship- that's the mind of a photographer...

------------------------------------
"Good dive trip" 

Aggressor Fleet/Turks & Caicos Aggressor, Jul 2015 (Rpt #8580) by Maureen kverek 
(Email author), NY, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Grand Cayman, Belize, Bahamas, Roatan, Massachusettes, Florida, California, Bonaire. 
Airport:  TCI. Getting There:  
Direct from NY. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  70 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth, time and air reserve. But divers need to know their profiles, limits, and be responsible.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Spacious camera table.  Photo tips from experienced crew.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
All dives were deep to get to the wall.  Lots of life.  Sharks almost every dive.  Macro critters too like nudis.
 Weather didn't cooperate to get to French Caye, but still enjoyed all the diving.  Crew were very pleasant. 
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Guests all got along well.  Food excellent.  Not much to do on island the day we docked except hit some
shopping.

------------------------------------
"Solid and enjoyable" 

Aggressor Fleet, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8585) by  Steven Moore (Email author), CT, US. 2 reports filed.
 Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
US, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia (x4), Caribbean. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Connecting from Miami, Charlotte and others. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  20 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
None -- you could pretty much go your own way.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Efficient camera table, somewhat cramped recharging room.  Basic set-up and adequate facilities. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We booked this trip almost a year ago, so our hopes were high.  Unfortunately, we had heard some troubling
information about the Turks Aggressor in recent months, so were somewhat concerned about whether the
trip would go as hoped.  For example, an article in Undercurrent had referred to an incident in which the
boat hit the reef and people had to evacuate.  The company denied any knowledge of such an event.  And
the office staff assured us that the boat would be coming out of annual drydock and would be in great shape.
 So we went ahead with the reservations.  We didn't find the office to be very helpful, however.  For
example, we had a 7-hour wait for our flight after disembarking the last day, and asked for some
recommendations about where we could spend that time.  The response was, "you'll have to ask the crew
before you get off the boat".  We doubt that our situation was unusual, and we'd expect a better response
from the company.

   Once we arrived, however, things went much smoother.  The representative was waiting when we arrived
and, after a short delay, we were delivered to the boat.  The good news for us was that there were only 7
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divers scheduled that week.  (The boat's capacity is 18 divers.)  Check-in was easy and efficient, so we
settled in easily.  The hurricane a few weeks earlier still was having an effect, and the Captain asked if we'd
agree to leave the following morning, instead of that night.  It meant sacrificing one dive, but we gained
calmer seas and an easier passage to the first dive sites.  Once under way, the rest of the trip was smooth. 
Because there were so few of us, we had much more input into where we stayed and how many dives we
did on a given site.  The crew was very flexible and went with any requests we made.  

   The boat was in very good shape.  Rooms were adequate, common areas were clean and spacious, and the
entire operation worked well.  And the food was outstanding.  Ailsa, our chef, was very skilled and
adventuresome.  We've been on other Dancer/Aggressor boats, and she was easily the best chef of the
bunch.  (Apologies to Gerry in Belize.)  Food was plentiful, delicious, and varied.  

   As for the diving, we had 6 good days on the reefs around West Caicos and French Cay. This was deeper
diving than we had expected:  The shallowest parts of the reefs/sands were at about 40-45 feet, and dives
generally went below 70 feet.  Due to these deeper sites -- and our understanding was that there weren't any
shallower sites -- all of the tanks had been filled with Nitrox before we arrived.  Nice idea, but since we
weren't Nitrox certified, they had to switch out our tanks.  For those diving Nitrox, there were some
frustrations during the week because the mixer kept giving light mixtures -- people said that the O2
measures were between .26 and .29 for the entire week, even though they were shooting for the more typical
.30 or .32.  However, the crew made up for the problem by deducting the  $100 charge for Nitrox for the
week.  And here is where they also showed excellent customer service.  Since my wife and I weren't using
Nitrox (never having been trained to use it), they also reduced the cost of the Nitrox certification course by
$100 for us.  We ended up getting certified for Nitrox at a reduced rate, then were able to dive Nitrox for the
rest of the week.  It made the deeper dives that much safer and easier.  

   The reefs were healthy, if somewhat tired.  Perhaps a result of the hurricane (?), but the main color was
brown, not the vibrant colors of other reefs we've dived.  There were fish, and some variety to be found. 
Most striking, however, was the presence of reef sharks on almost every dive.  Usually 3-4 per dive, these
sharks were curious, somewhat bold, and always present.  We didn't feel threatened by them, but have some
great photos/videos of sharks within touching distance on many of the dives.  WE saw morays, spotted
eagle rays, southern stingrays, turtles, blackjacks, and those reef sharks on many of the dives.  Not the most
beautiful reefs we've seen, but still wonderfully active and healthy.  

   Overall, we found the week on the Aggressor to be refreshing and enjoyable.  The staff did everything
possible to accommodate us -- they were wonderful, overall.  (Kudos to the team:  Ailsa, Matt, Troy and
Grant.)  

   We would do this trip again and found it to be a very good value for the money.  I'm not sure it would be
nearly as much fun with a full boat, but if I could pick another week with fewer guests, it would be well
worth the time and money to do the trip over.

------------------------------------
"A Swingin' Boat" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Nov 2014 (Rpt #8620) by  Eric A Frick (Email author),
 IL, US. Sr. Contributor 24 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
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Great Lakes, Hawaii, miscellaneous Caribbean, Florida Keys, Fiji, Solomon Islands. 
Airport:  Providenciales (Provo) (PLS). Getting There:  
I flew from Chicago, connecting through Charlotte. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Divers followed the guide who, after guiding the group back to the boat, usually ascended, leaving divers to
complete their dives and return within an hour and with at least 500 p.s.i.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Dedicated camera rinse tank.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My dive shop, DJ's Scuba Locker (djscuba.com) chartered the boat for the week following Thanksgiving. 
Despite some rocky weather early on, we had a very nice cruise.  Divemasters Jo and Pippa did a fine job of
guiding us through the boat's usual divesites.  Some of the dive briefings were a lot more like a floor-show
than a briefing but it was never boring.  The cook kept us well fed and the crew made sure we were well
served.  A few of us on board had hoped that we would have been able to experience a somewhat different
itinerary that might have included Grand Turk but somewhere in the run-up to the trip, that thought got set
aside.

The T & C Explorer II has a rep as a boat that swings (at anchor, that is).  Evidently the design of the boat's
above water and/or below water architecture causes it to swing through a wide arc as it rides at anchor.  I
found myself being guided back to the area beneath the boat, only to see it slowly swing away and then
begin to make its way back.  It took some getting used to.  Weather and sea conditions necessitated on a
couple of occasions that the boat make way while divers were in the water.  Our group stuck together and
safety sausages were deployed to let the captain know where we were so I did not feel unsafe but less
experienced divers might have a tougher time under these conditions.

My cabin was on the main deck so life was easy since that is where the dining salon and the scuba deck are. 

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard: 
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Divers don equipment and, carrying fins, descend a short stairway to the dive deck that is often awash with
a few inches of water.

For those seeking a solid Caribbean live aboard experience, this is a good bet.

------------------------------------
"Great trip, terrible food" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, May 2015 (Rpt #8230) by  Mary McCombie 
(Email author), CT, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]all over the world. 
Airport:  PLS (Providenciales). Getting There:  
easy. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  76 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. Visibility:  
30 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]No deco diving; 60 minutes per dive (reprimanded if you dove 75); could solo dive if certified
for it.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]This was a a special trip organized by REEF to collect and record lionfish, particularly off two
Bahamaian islands, Little and Great Inagua. The boat left from Provo and steamed southeast to Little
Inagua, followed by Great. Since there is no commercial diving off these islands, dive sites were largely
guesswork by the captain based on his interpretation of the underwater topography. Captain Ken did a great
job finding magnificent reefs, with barrel sponges that could fit two, cascading rope sponges, large
populations of grouper, and surprisingly fewer lionfish than we had guessed, though the average size of
these unhunted predators was much larger than other areas of the Caribbean. The boat is quite comfortable
(it was my 41st liveaboard): I stayed in a standard cabin with two twin beds, full bath en suite with plenty of
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hot water. The boat makes water, so there is no limit except common sense to your use of it. The salon was
a tad small since it also functioned as the dining area but was comfortable. The usual high tech electronics
were available, as well as dvds, though this group of fish nerds tended to sleep at night rather than stay up.
The downside of life on the boat was the food. I remember the cook Stanley from 20 years ago on a Dancer
boat, and it must be that he is burned out. The food never exceeded institutional quality. Commercial
prepared ingredients were typical; most dishes were high in calories but nutritionally low; and for the first
time ever, the cook took no notice of dining special requests. The two vegetarians were prepared
afterthoughts, and my quirk (I dislike cheese) seemed to come as a surprise to Stanley as cheesy dish after
cheesy dish (in every sense) appeared. Compared with the gusto with which liveaboard chefs like Jayne on
Nautilus Explorer in Socorro prepares food, or the excellent cooking on board Rocio del Mar, the food
made by Stanley was no better than a bad college cafeteria.

Diving was done from a spacious deck and transom, or one could hop off the side if a four-foot drop was
not a concern. The three divemaster/instructors were busy (the crew was a tad small for a 20-diver boat),
and though I heard others grumble about their attitudes, I had no problems with them. 

The near-virgin diving off the Inaguas was mostly spectacularly beautiful, and for those of us doing fish
surveys, rich with creatures (including a tally we kept of unusual sightings, like dwarf seahorses and golden
hamlets). The last two dives of this unusual itinerary were at French Cay, tied to moorings, and were sharky
and fun.

Other than the food, I liked the boat. Don't know how I'd like an all-Turks and Caicos itinerary, but I'd
certainly use this company again.

------------------------------------
"as expected" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Jun 2015 (Rpt #8261) by  Jack Tse (Email author),
 NY, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]Pacific, Indian ocean,gulf of Mexico,most Carribbean. 
Airport:  Providentialis. Getting There:  
direct flight. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  81 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]no deco and max. depth 110ft and 60 minutes. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
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None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]dedicated dry table with air jet and large dedicated rinse tank for camera. Video monitor set up for
viewing of digital image.  the captain and one dive master were very experience UW photographer.  and
they gave very good advise.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]very good to excellent diving.  weather was very co-operative. the coral has shown the impact of
diving compare with 10 years ago. The boat was bit of challenge to get back on due to the wide swing while
at mooring.  The staff were first class.  The food were incredible good and with varieties.

------------------------------------
"Turks and Caicos diving with a great crew" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II in Provo, West Caicos, French Key, Aug 2015
(Rpt #8356) by  Jocelyn Gill (Email author), ON, CA.  Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Red Sea, Indonesia, Komodo, Nova Scotia, British Columbia, Caribbean islands (many), Cozumel, Florida. 
Airport:  Provodenciales. Getting There:  
United Airlines YOW to EWR to PLS. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60 minute max dive time, but loosely observed. Also, if you drink alcohol, your diving is finished for the
day.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
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UWP Comments:  
Camera table was well set up and included compressed air for drying.  Rinse tub was adequate. The crew
were exceptional with their handling of client's expensive cameras, taking great care.  Crew were also quite
helpful in providing photography tips to those who wanted them. No big pelagics, mostly small critters. A
macro photographers trip.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Our flight to Provo from Ottawa, Canada was rocky, United Airlines failed to load luggage for about half
the passengers out of Newark.  Our delay was about one hour.  I did not get my luggage until the next day.
Luckily, I had a full day spare for complications like this one, but UA service and attitude were lousy, and I
will not book with UA again. 

The crew were quick to help us board, and orient us with the boat, including a safety drill. Our captain
Jean-Francois Chabot was a sweetheart, helping fill tanks, fix computer problems, and clean up after dinner.
 The dive masters, Jo and Pippa were the highlight of the trip.  Sisters from the UK, both university
educated, they made dive briefings fun and memorable with wacky costumes, silly underwater signs for
various critters, and playful banter with the divers. Their dive briefings included showing us what critters to
look for in one of the ID books. Jo, and especially Pippa were outstanding in locating small (microscopic)
head shield slugs, gaudy clown crabs, skeleton shrimp and nudies, pointing them out with a magnifying
lens. I was very impressed with their knowledge of the fauna, including the proper scientific names.  They
also had a number of "up to date" fish and critter ID book on board. 

However, I was shocked to see how much the reef had degraded since my last visit in the 1990's. No more
big schools of creole wrasse, blue chromis, tangs or large parrot fish.  However, there were juvenile reef
sharks and nurse sharks (a juvie and a pup). The better dive sites are further out to sea at French Key and
West Caicos.

Gearing up is easy, and the water entry is effortless.  Simply step off the back of the boat, grab your camera
from one of the crew, and afterwards, exit using an easy in water ladder. The crew were always quick to
help with gear.

The boat had a habit of swinging on its mooring line, but once you get used to seeing your hang line whiz
by, and knowing it will come back again, the swing had it's charms. 

Dive times were set to a max of 60 minutes, but rarely enforced.  You could follow the dive masters or do
your own thing, including solo if certified.  They also offered courses during the week, and each divemaster
(Jo, Pippa and Andy) are also instructors. 

The crew also helped celebrate milestone dives with enthusiasm and fun.  My buddy did her 50th and was
encouraged to wear a tutu underwater. She did: it was lots of fun for her and the others.

I have dived off of 4 other liveaboards and rate this one as the best. The boat was very comfortable, the chef
was very careful to accommodate vegetarians and people with other dietary needs, the cabins very clean
with individual heads (that worked), complete with cabin fairies that make your bed every day, and turn
down at night, leaving a chocolate.  Nice touch.

My buddy loved it so much, she stayed for a second week.  At the end of her week, hurricane Erika struck,
forcing her to re-book her flights, etc.  Captain JF was outstanding in helping her with calls, etc. Kudos to
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his professionalism and level of customer service.  I would highly recommend this liveaboard for beginners,
and photographers who thrive on macro photos.  

One negative.  Turks and Caicos is expensive when eating or staying on shore. A 2 egg, bacon, hash brown,
toast and coffee breakfast = $30 US.  Taxis are very very expensive... ($45 from our hotel to dock).  Major
credit cards all accepted.

------------------------------------
"Great crew, great boat, very good diving" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Sep 2015 (Rpt #8698) by joel sill (Email author),
 CA, US.  Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
From the Red Sea to Lembah, Cocos, Truk, Palau, Yap, Raja, Tonga, Caribbean, Bonaire,. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
LAX on American 1 stop Miami. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Nitrox profile. Mandated 15' safety stops. Return with 500psi.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
They could use a few more charging stations. 

----- Overall Comments -----
A crew can make or break a trip. Captain Bob, Brandt, Andy, Pippa and Mia were one of the most
professional, helpful and fun of any crew I've been with. Stan's food was really good, varied and plentiful. I
did back to back trips. The crew worked hard to choose the best dive sites with the optimum conditions.
They provide us with detailed briefings and  terrific u/w tours locating hard to find critters. Sharks were
with us nearly every dive. I will go back. If I could have one thing changed it would be to reduce the swing
of the boat. It was there and then it was gone but it always came back.

Joel Sill
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------------------------------------
"Venture Explorers Turks & Caicos Explorer II" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8543) by Steve Dussault 
(Email author), NH, US. Contributor 13 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
US, Canada, Alaska, Caribbean, South America, South Pacific, New Zealand, Australia, Indian Ocean. 
Airport:  Provo. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  82 to 85 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60 mins 130' air 111 NITROX. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
BOOKING:

The booking process for the Turks and Caicos Explorer II was easy and straight forward and they charge in
US funds.  The staff at Venture Explorers is very helpful and prompt to respond to email inquires and
questions.

TRAVEL and ARRIVAL:

There are US carriers that fly to Providenciales so it makes it easy to get there.  We were greeted at the
airport by a representative of TCEII.  We had arrived before the boarding time of 3:00 PM so we had to wait
at the airport for awhile.  This gave us a chance to have some lunch while waiting for the other guests. 
After awhile enough guests had arrived so we were taken to another outdoor restaurant to wait for the
remaining guests.  At 3:00 PM all the guests had arrived and we transported to the boat.

The check in process on the boat went smoothly and easily.  Staterooms were assigned, paper work
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completed, and SCUBA gear set up.

THE BOAT: 

The Turks and Caicos Explorer II can accommodate up to 20 divers.  On our trip there were 7 divers
probably due to that is was hurricane season so there was plenty room in the dive area.  All diving is done
from the boat and entrance can be from the side or the dive platform.  This is the first live aboard that the air
conditioning works too well.  Typically you struggle to get your room cool and the interior salon is warm. 
Not on the TCEII - the rooms are cool / cold and you end up turning up the temperature.  Be sure to bring
some warm clothes.

MEALS:

A continental breakfast is put out at 6:00 AM with a hot breakfast severed from 7:00 AM - 7:45.  Lunch and
dinner are served buffet style and are hearty meals. There are fresh snacks in between the dives. Soda, juice,
and alcoholic beverages (beer, wine, and liquor) are included in the cost of the trip.  Since we were a small
group the crew was able to join us for the meals and stories could be shared.

Friday night dinner is a local waterfront restaurant that is not included in the cost of the trip.  TCEII
provides round trip transportation.  

DIVING:

Five (5) dives a day are available.  Two in the morning, two in the afternoon, and one night dive.  Most live
aboards do the night dive before dinner.  On the TCEII the night dive is after dinner and we typically like to
relax after dinner so night dives were out for us.  On Friday morning there is a twilight dive.

Bottom time is 60 minutes and 111 feet maximum depth for NITROX and 130 feet for air.  All the diver
dove 32% NITROX so everyones bottom time was about the same.

All the dive sites are on the edge of a wall.  A typical profile would be to go the wall and explorer for 30
minutes or so then come back up and finish the dive underneath the boat.  When the TCEII is moored it will
do an 180 degree swing with a figure eight pattern so timing to grab the drop lines is challenging.  We also
did two drifts dives along the walls.

The dive masters do a great job in the dive briefings to keep your attention with their flamboyant outfits
worn during the briefing and underwater.

Rinse tanks for the equipment were changed regularly with some multipurpose cleaner added to keep the
dive gear clean.

UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY:

There is a camera bench on the back of the deck to place your camera.  If there were a lot of divers with
cameras the camera bench might be tight on space.  There are no facilities for charging at the camera bench
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so your changing setup is done in your room.  There is a large dedicated rinse tank for cameras.  The crew
hands you your camera after you are in the water.  Visibility was great at most dive sites (70-120’) so
opportunities for shots of fish and larger marine life.  I did not find a lot of subjects for macro. 

DEPARTURE:

As with any live aboard the challenge is to have the boat ready for the next guest that afternoon so everyone
has to be off the boat by 9:00 AM.  TCEII arranged transportation to the airport and we were arrived early at
the airport to beat the rush.  If you have a later flight in the day you may want to consider arranging for
something to do in the morning instead of sitting at the airport waiting for your flight.

SUMMARY:

Venture Explores and TCEII does a very good job of ensuring that you have enjoyable and safe week of
diving.  The crew and captain are very personable and professional.

------------------------------------
"Classy Liveaboard and Great Diving" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II/Sibonne Hotel, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8547) 
by  Gareth Richards (Email author), OH, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Galapagos, Cocos, Philippines, GBR, NZ, Bahamas, Mexico, Cayman, US Keys, Mediterranean. 
Airport:  PLS. Getting There:  
DL, AA, Jetblue all have daily or multiple daily flights.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, rainy. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Back on the boat with 500 psi. 60 minutes max. but they were relaxed about it. Free to follow the DM or
not. Solo diving OK if certified and equipped.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
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UWP Comments:  
Big Camera Deck with dedicated towels and air lines. Big dedicated camera tank. Crew were good about
careful handling, passing down cameras and retrieving.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
A week on the T&C Explorer II and then a week on land at the Sibonne hotel. Both were excellent.

My wife (Advanced, 70 dives) and myself (Rescue, 300 dives) spent a great week on the Explorer. It was
her first liveaboard and I was looking for a place with warm water in October. I booked through Reef and
Rainforest travel agency and this was their recommendation. I was very pleased. The boat has plenty of
space in the salon and a large dive deck. Normal process, you set up your gear when you first arrive and
then it stays in your slot till you depart.

Rooms are not large but very comfortable. We had cabin 6 which was set up as a queen bed with about 2
feet around it. Large drawere under the beds for storage. All suitcases, dive bags stored away for the
duration, unpack when you arrive.

Food was varied and they accommodated my vegetarian partner well. For example we had steaks, she had a
veggie burger; we had chicken, shed had tofu, etc. Snacks between dives and hot Chocolate with Kahlua
Baileys or Rum available after night dives. All alcohol on board is included in the base price. They offer
beer, wine and a full bar.

Diving was well organized. Everyone typically dives nitrox (Extra fee $150/wk) but no requirement to do
so. Giant stride of large platform which is only 4 inches above the water. Large wide ladders with flat steps
were easy to climb out. Hang lines at 20 feet and tag line on the surface. Boat is tall (3 decks) and the wind
causes it to swing rotating around the mooring. So you get used to doing your stop and waiting for the boat
to come back. Time, max depth and psi remaining are reported after each dive. All diving starts on the wall
and ends on the top of the wall. Typical profile drop to 50-60 feet, over the wall down to 80-100, swim
along the wall for 20 minutes, come back up to the top at 50, spend remaining time on top. Many reef
sharks, few eagle rays, plentiful tropical fish, healthy walls with gorgonians, black coral, sponges, etc.
Divers free to dive entirely without DM or follow DM at their choice. 

Week starts on Sat with checkin at 3pm. Boat then departs. 5 dives a day offered Sun-Thursday plus 2
Friday morning, making total 27 available. Boat returns to dock Fri lunchtime because TCI paperwork must
be done Friday back at dock. Friday night is included on the boat but dinner is not. Typically a dinner
reservation for all the guests is made and transport to/from the marina provided, but cost of dinner is on you.
We all went by coincidence to the Sibonne hotel and had a group dinner together very close to the beach. It
was wonderful.

All in all it was the perfect introduction to liveaboard diving for my wife who is a newer diver. She asked
me to get a photo of her with a shark and I was able to oblige!

We then had a second week on land at the Sibonne hotel. This is an older hotel but it is right on the most
beautiful beach (Grace Bay). TCI hotels are not cheap but this one offers exceptional value. I booked 6
months ahead and I was able to get one of the two beachfront rooms that literally face on to the beach. After
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arriving I found out that there is also an apartment that is above these two rooms that has its own deck. If
you shop the other resorts you will soon see that the Sibonne offers amazing value for its location. Grace
bay beach goes for miles and is absolutely pristine.

You can rent a car for about $50 per day and have fun exploring the island. This is better value than cabs
which tend to run about $40 each way. There are several beach bars at different parts of the island. I
recommend Kalookis. I also recommend visiting the conch farm where you can see the process of raising
250,000 conchs per year.

Weather: TCI has low total rainfall. It is more southerly than the Bahamas and is less affected by hurricanes.
However October has relatively more rain than other months, but still low. The first week on the boat we
had no rain. The second week on land we had 3 days of rain. The months of August-October are considered
low season and high season resumes in November.

Airport is very small with only one single security line on departure. No equivalent of precheck or elite
priority line. You are advised to arrive 3 hours before the flight for this reason. There are horror stories on
line about this experience in high season. There is a premium service available (google VIP Flyers Club)
that gives you escorted access to the front of the line, lounge access and boarding priority. This is not cheap,
$200 first person and $75 each additional, but if you want to take that whole issue off the table, that option
is there. 

So to sum up: TCI offers high quality diving and a wonderful beach environment on land. Recommended.

------------------------------------
"Caribbean Explorer II Liveaboard" 

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Nov 2015 (Rpt #8657) by Craig Howe (Email author),
 CA, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Several from the US and Canada. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
1 hour dives and come back to boat with 500 lbs.. 
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----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Facilities on the boat were about what you see on most live-aboards.  The camera tank was extra large, and
the table about average.  There were more than normal large cameras on this trip, so at times it got crowded.
 Plenty of electrical outlets and compressed air.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I was disappointed with the visibility as I had always been told this was one the best places in the Caribbean
for vis.  There have been 4 major storms this year and there was some reef damage.  Will have to try it again
some time.

Saw many large Lionfish.

------------------------------------
"Turks and Caicos Aggressor" 

Turks & Caicos Aggressor II, Dec 2014 (Rpt #8076 has 1 Helpful Vote) by D.Demming 
(Email author), OH, US. Sr. Contributor 28 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Belize, Saba/St Kitts, Cozumel etc plus extensively in the Pacific;Palau, Fiji, Philippines etc.. 
Airport:  Provo. Getting There:  
none. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$: N/A Dive Operation: N/A 
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  79 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 125 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive your own profiles which were typically 65-70 minutes and deep. Nitrox needless to say, was almost a
prerequisite, with all 16 guests using Nitrox.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Big standard camera table but cramped charging stations for our fewer cameras than normal.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Good cohesive crew, led by Captain Amanda and her husband Rob the engineer. Well run boat with optimal
conditions allowing us to dive rarely visited dive sites, like West Sand Spit and parts of French Cay. Very
Caribbean diving, which is a notch below other parts like Belize. Wonderful food prepared by chief Shea in
a miniature kitchen with the other crew members Kelly and Elsa making us welcome.

------------------------------------

The Continental USA (39 Reports)

The Continental USA Diving Overview: 
California's coastal waters can be divided into two distinct regions. North of Pt. Conception (a hundred-mile
drive from L.A.), temperatures drop into the low 50s above the thermocline, visibility ranges from 10 to 60
feet, and animals closely resemble those of Puget Sound and British Columbia. Shore diving in this region
requires surf entry, and each year unskilled divers are killed trying to enter or exit. Abalone are allowed
only to free divers.... South of Pt. Conception, surface temperatures may reach the 70s in summer, though
temperatures below the thermocline remain in the low 50s year-round with visibility ranging from 20 100
feet. Animals and plants in this region resemble those in northern Mexico. There's beautiful kelp and good
fish life around the Channel Islands, which are accessible by boat from Santa Barbara and Los Angeles....
The best time of year for diving is in late summer or early fall, when plankton blooms cease and winter
storms have yet to begin.... A 1/4" wetsuit or a drysuit is needed everywhere in California regardless of the
season.... There's roughly one great white shark attack annually north of Monterey; free divers are most at
risk, followed by surfers and scuba divers....

Land-Based
"Texas Clipper, American Diving" 

American Diving in Texas, Jul 2015 (Rpt #8304) by  Mary K Wicksten (Email author),
 TX, US. Sr. Reviewer 9 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean, Bahamas, Costa Rica, Galapagos, western Mexico, California, Hawaii,Fiji,
Palau, Yap, Australia, New Guinea, Florida springs. 
Airport:  Harlingen Texas. Getting There:  
Most people drive. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  74 to 70 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
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