
2016 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

Sean's boat is the only boat you well see once you get out into the ocean.  Lot of beautiful corals and marine
life.

Caribbean Air is the only airline that connects to Tobago.  If you are at the end of a long line at Customs in
Trinidad, then tell one of the customs agents that you have a connecting fight to Tobago and you will be put
at the front of the line.  If you hit a big line in Tobago to go back to Trinidad, you need to go across the
street and talk to someone in the ticket office.  You will again go to the front of the line if you have a
connecting flight.

Yes, the drive to Speyside is at least 1 hour, but if you want the excitement of diving in a remote location,
that is part of the price you have to pay.

------------------------------------

Turks and Caicos (22 Reports)

Turks and Caicos Diving Overview: 
This island group, south of the Bahamas and north of the Virgins, features awesome walls and clear water.
Provo, the glitzy island, has spectacular beaches, but it's an hour's boat ride to the better diving of South or
West Caicos. Grand Turk is a funky, laid-back island that has a wall right offshore and occasional fishy
surprises. Salt Cay has pretty diving and the boats visit Grand Turk's wall. Bring a long-sleeved shirt during
the winter; it can get cool in the evenings. The flight to Provo from Miami is a little over an hour. In
September 2007, Hurricane Ike damaged more than 80 percent of the structures on both Grand Turk and
Salt Caye and no reports here were divers visiting after the Ike.

Turks and Caicos Seasonal Planner: 
	During the rainy season, June through November, average monthly rainfall averages about 2.5 inches a
month. The dry season runs from January to May, and the monthly average drops to about 1 inch. Winter
temperatures can drop to 60 but average about 77. Bring a jacket for evenings. I've been diving here in the
winter when the wind was kicking up and it felt chilly. Northers can disrupt the diving periodically.
Summer brings temperatures back up into the 90s. Water temperatures range from a low of 71 in winter to a
high in the low 80s during summer.

Land-Based
"Fabulous Dive Trip" 

Blue Water Divers/Osprey Beach Hotel, Mar 2015 (Rpt #8168) by Craig schmidt  
(Email author), MI, US.  Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Tabago, Saba, Dominica, Fiji, Bay Islands, Cayman Islands, Bahamas, Stasha,. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  surge. Water:  79 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  30 to 80 Feet. 
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth Limits. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Had a wonderful dive trip to Grand Turk. This is our third trip, but the first diving with Blue Water Divers.
It is a first class operation well run by Mitch and Vicki.  The dive masters are all very professional. We
dove three days with Henry and four days with Conor. Both very professional. There was a surge for a
couple of days so visibility was down, but once it cleared it was probably 80 ft. The do not offer nitrox but
the diving is conservative so it is not really needed. 

We have always stayed at the Osprey and the service is the best. Food at restaurant is excellent. We ate most
of our meals there. Rooms are very clean and you can't beat the view. Stay here and dive with Blue Water. 
You won't regret it.

------------------------------------
"BOHIO Intimate Dive Resort or Cruise Ship Beach Club?" 

BOHIO, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8528) by BRADLEY  CONDO (Email author), CO, US. Reviewer 
4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
This year we have been to Komodo/Indonesia for a month of diving, cave country in Florida and a week on
a T&C liveaboard.. 
Airport:  JAGS McCartney International Airport. Getting There:  
interCaribbean from PLS to JAGS. We flew on a Beach 99 - twin turbo, 15 passengers, 1x1 seating with the
cockpit open to passengers. Returning, we were on the larger Embraer turbo. Going to JAGS the Beach was
weight limited and as a result our bags stayed in PLS - a frequent occurrence that should be considered. The
bags caught up with us about 9PM the day of our arrival. Excess baggage charges were reasonable - we paid
$50 outbound and $25 returning to PLS.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 60 Feet. 
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No, not really. The limiting factors are; 1- AL80s and 2- the wall is relatively deep. Most profiles were; 1-
swim out to wall, 2- time on the vertical wall at depth of ~90-110, 3- return to boat mooring and explore
reef below. Our longest dive times were 70+ and the shortest ~55 if were deep.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No rinse tank on the boat - of little issue as the SI is spent at the resort. The on-site rinse tank has a small
dedicated camera area, but I would keep a sharp on on your camera. There is no charging area or air
available. A power strip - with a long cord - is a good idea for in-room charging. Power is standard US. In
the end our pics/video reflected the aftermath of the hurricane.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
BOHIO is a small resort which reminds me of the Caribbean that I visited in the 70s. The beach is
absolutely gorgeous and you are never more than a few steps from the water. There are ~16 rooms in total.
The rooms were good sized, spotless, cleaned daily and nicely furnished. The beds were comfortable and
the bathrooms well laid out. The bar featured live entertainment on several nights. The dive op is owned by
BOHIO. 

The conundrum at BOHIO is that they market to cruise ships as a day-tripper beach club. As a result the
resort goes from an intimate experience to a party with 50 or so of your new best friends. They try and
segregate the day-trippers, but the experience for resident guests is not optimal. For what we paid I felt the
cruise day-trippers degraded our experience. You can't be all things to all people.

We purchased a dive package consisting of 2 boat dives a day, with breakfast and lunch included in the
price. An afternoon dive was priced at $89. Night dives were available, but no-one was interested perhaps
due to the water  clarity.  Dinner at the resort was $100++ with a few drinks. T&C is expensive and their
pricing reflects this. Meals were good and the fish fresh. Taxi service - the most expensive I have ever
experienced.

The Diving. 

We arrived on Oct 10 for a five day stay. Unfortunately, the hurricane had left the normally "gin clear"
water cloudy - viz was about 50ft, sand covered much of the reef structure and the water had plenty of
"stuff" in suspension. It was dark at 100ft. Disappointing, but it was hurricane season.  

The reef is perhaps a quarter mile from BOHIO and runs the length of the beach. No site is more than a 5
minute run. Diving is from a Carolina skiff - a six pack - with a bimini cover. Standard safety equipment is
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on board. There is adequate water on the boat. 

Entry is bankroll, recovery is gear off in water and hand gear to boat and up the ladder you go! The boat
either clips into a fixed mooring or the DM sets the anchor. The boat is left empty during the dive. We
experienced minimal to no current. Wind ranged from calm to breezy. Seas were light chop. A thunderstorm
or two passed quickly during our stay. 

The anchor is dropped from the boat's stern and left at about 20ft if divers need help holding their ss its easy
to grab. The surface interval is back to BOHIO. Our experience was just OK - easy diving in a nice
environment - the hurricane negatively impacted the experience. Few of the usual suspects were found on
the reef - save for a few sharks and turtles.

BOHIO assigns each diver to a cubicle and has adequate hanging space for wetsuits and other gear. The
space is locked at night, but the day-trippers have easy access to the storage area during the day and I
suggest caution with computers, cameras, and other valuables.

Cylinders were filled off-site. BOHIO advised their compressor was being serviced in FL for the past 6
months. NITROX (>21) was  not available. Numerous cylinders' markings showed last hydro more than 5
years ago. Fills (AL80/11L) were eye popping at 220-240 BAR, with one of mine at 250 BAR. I saw
AL63s, but 100CF/15L cylinders were not available. The rental equipment consisted of  basic jackets, SP
MK2 regs - wetsuits were available. 

I'd like to experience T&C, Grand Turk, BOHIO in optimal conditions. This trip the hurricane took the edge
off of the experience and reflects our 3 star average rating.

------------------------------------
"Good Resort, Decent Diving" 

Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turk, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8526) by  George Borton (Email author),
 FL, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bonaire, Yap, Palau, Bali, Cozumel, Curacao, Malasia, Hawaii, Belize, Roatan, Utila, Brazil. 
Airport:  Grand Turk. Getting There:  
Fly to Provodenciales and take an Inter-Caribbean flight to Grand Turk. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving:  Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  81 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No real limits. The dive guide went with us, but we were pretty free to go as deep or as shallow as we
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wished.. 
----- What I Saw -----

Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
No rinse bucket on the boat but the surface interval on shore gave you a chance to leave your camera in the
camera basin there.  Boats had little space and once we did our surface interval aboard because of choppy
shore conditions (our choice - the divemaster would have gone in if we wished) so taking care of the camera
was difficult.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
First of all the resort was very good.  Ginny and Tom (owners) went out of their way to be accommodating. 
Food during the week was very good.  Breakfast and lunch were included in our package, dinner was
separate.  The resort dinners were on the pricey side but when you consider how they have to get their food
and look at the prices in the grocery store it is understandable.  The portions were huge and most of us could
not eat the whole serving.

Dive operation is good.  Boats are small - we had at most six on a boat.  They are open basic flat bottom
boats with no amenities.  However, the dive sites are a five minute ride and you return to shore for surface
interval so the lack of amenities is not a problem.  The wall is even a swimmable distance - however, it is a
long swim.  If you want to do an afternoon "shore" dive the best thing is to get a boat operator to drop you
off on the wall and then swim back starting with about 1100 psi.  There was no camera bucket on board but
there was a separate fresh water tank on shore and you could leave it in there during the surface interval.

The coral is healthy and the wall is spectacular.  Lots of fish and critters - even a few odd ones.  Saw a
couple of hawksbill turtles - one was a juvenile.  

The only disappointment was the lack of pelagics and even the lack of eels.  In our group we saw two
spotted morays and one green moray.  A couple of nurse sharks were seen, and one person saw a couple of
dolphins in the distance.  But we didn't see any reef sharks or eagle rays or what would be considered
relatively large animals.

Most of the dives were relatively deep 90-110' but the top of the reef was generally 25' or so which
essentially made the last half of the dive a safety stop.

We had absolutely flat waters and 100' vis the first two days.  A storm came in and stopped diving for
Tuesday, then some chop Wednesday and Thursday but still decent diving.  Friday was calm again.

------------------------------------
"Great diving and weather in Caicos" 

Caicos Adventures/5 little cayes (house) in West Caicos, Sep 2015 (Rpt #8458) 
by  Mark Miller (Email author), TX, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  

Turks and Caicos: Land: 

    908/1.004

http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=8458
http://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=millermed


2016 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

All over the Caribbean, Mexico, Socorro islands, Gulf of Mexico, Florida. 
Airport:  Provo. Getting There:  
AA: SAT>Miami>Provo easy flight. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  83 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Max depth 85' on first dive. 70' on second dive. Crew was very diligent about making sure no one went into
deco.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  1 or 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Although the last of Sept is hurricane season, the weather was outstanding.  There was virtually no wind and
it only rained a couple of times at night. This is low season so cost were cheaper but some restaurants, stores
etc were not open.  Be aware that Caicos is expensive even in low season. The lack of wind made the seas
completely flat.  There was very little, if any, current.  

Caicos Adventures is first class dive organization.  The boats were well maintained and equipped with all
the necessary safety equipment.  The large dive boat is custom built for diving.  In all my years, I have not
been on a better boat for diving.  The dive guides were attentive w/o being overbearing.  Max depth for the
1st dive was 85'.  The main reason is that the diving at West Caicos is all wall diving so the second dive was
still at 65'.  The crew was very diligent about no one getting into deco.  The guides had the divers back at
the boat in around 45 minutes.  But they let all divers stay down until their air was at 500psi.  The coral was
as pretty as I have seen in the Caribbean.  The coral seemed in much better condition than most anywhere. 
We saw enough fish, sharks, turtles and rays to keep the diving interesting.  Only 3 lionfish were spotted on
our 8 dives.

The house we rented turned out to be only about 1/2 mile from the dive shop.  The house was well furnished
w a beach and pool.  Absolutely nothing to complain about with the house.  Except, there appears to be feral
dog problem on the island, and two took up residence with us.  Both were friendly but became somewhat of
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a nuisance.  Although we called, mgmt never addressed the problem.  But the dog lovers in the group did
start feeding them so we must take some of the blame.

We rented 2 cars from Grace Bay rentals.  Their office is directly across from the airport and we were met
by a rep that got us on our way quickly. Caicos is a small island and easy to get around but some of the
roads are pretty bad.  Watch out for the many pot holes.

The only downside was that large number of biting insects.  Be sure to pack lots of repellent.

------------------------------------
"Dive Provo - 1st Class dive shop" 

Dive Provo /Ocean Club West in W. Caicos, NW Point, Nov 2015 (Rpt #8634) 
by Kathleen (Email author), VA, US. Reviewer 4 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  
251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Hawaii, Bali, Mexico, Thailand, Florida. 
Airport:  Providenciales. ----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  no currents. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
They recommended standard safety protocols.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Dedicated rinse tank and table for cameras. Staff was very accommodating and found things to
photography.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Dive Provo has great staff and a very well run operation. They take divers to the best sites and the dive
guides work hard to find the most interesting things to see. They are very safety and environmentally
conscious, and they let divers have as much freedom as they like. There were lots of sharks off W. Caicos.
Ocean Club West is across the street from the shop - so very convenient and very nice accomodations.

------------------------------------
"Great time at Grand Turk" 
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Grand Turk Diving Co. Ltd/Aqua House #3 in Grand Turk, Jul 2015 (Rpt #8412) 
by  Timothy R O'Connor (Email author), FL, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Carribbean, South Pacific, Florida. 
Airport:  Jags McCartney Intrnational. Getting There:  
Caicos Air, weight restrictions. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No dive restrictions. Dive your computer and don't run out of air.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Three divers went to Grand Turk the second week of July for 10 days.  All with over 500 dives and our own
equipment.

We had a great time on Grand Turk Island.  Stayed at Aqua House which was a short golf cart ride to Grand
Turk Diving.  Rented a golf cart from Nathan's for our stay rather than a car.  That worked great.

Aqua House was a 2 bed/2 bath condo on the beach.  Had a few roof leak issues but the beds stayed dry.  It
only leaks when it rains!  Apparently they do not get rains that often so the roof leak had not been addressed
for some time. It had all the appliances you need and a great balcony for happy hour sunsets.  

Diving with Smitty at Grand Turk Diving was awesome. Chris is the office manager and helped us find our
way around the island. Smitty knows the reef like his back yard and led us on some great dives.  We were
allowed to dive as long as our profile would let us so most dives were over 60 minutes.  One of our divers
had new equipment and Smitty was patient taking the time to get the gear figured out and the diver
comfortable with the gear.

We saw all the regular reef fish including 2 octopus.  One octopus was eating a conch and did not mind the
photo session.  Not many large fish were seen.  One shark cruised by.

Dives were usually less than 15 minutes from the beach so surface intervals back to the shop went quick.
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We did one night dive with Smitty which was great.  He had us turn off our lights and get used to the
darkness.  We ended up with no lights on for 25 minutes and with Smitty leading we ended up right under
the boat.  Great dive.

We dropped our gear off at the shop the first day there and left the gear for the entire stay.  Rinsed
everything off and hung on racks that were brought inside and locked up each night.  

Grand Turk is a very comfortable island and we had no problem getting to restaurants, grocery stores, etc.
with the golf cart.

This trip was well worth the money.  Airlines to Provo were as expected.  Caicos Air to Grand Turk was
good.  They had plane problems and substituted 2 small planes for the larger plane that was supposed to get
us to the island.  That was good because we were booked on the last flight for the day.  

Grand Turk is very laid back and friendly.  The restaurants are a good value unless you go to the 2 big
resorts.  That was a little pricey.  

We would go back to this island again.  Just hope the larger population of divers will miss this spot so that it
retains the small island charm.  

------------------------------------
"Another great trip to Grand Turk" 

Grand Turk Diving Co. Ltd/Osprey Hotel, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8512) by  Robert C Ehlers 
(Email author), WI, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]. 
Getting There:  
Madison, Wi; Chicago Ohare; Miami; Provo; Grand Turk. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 90 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
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[None]. 
----- Overall Comments -----

Our fifth trip to Grand Turk. Dove with Grand Turk Diving all five trips. Low season so dove most days
with only Divemaster and my self.  Have dove other islands with better fish and critters but the combination
of great and friendly service and laid back friendly islanders keep us coming back.

------------------------------------
"Grand Turk - Fall 2015" 

Oasis Divers/Manta House in Grand Turk, Sep 2015 (Rpt #8406) by Alison Jones 
(Email author), GA, US.  Dive Experience:  101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Cozumel (lots!), Great Barrier Reef, Hawaii, Thailand, Grand Cayman, Belize, Providenciales.. 
Airport:  Grand Turk. Getting There:  
Most people will fly to Providenciales, then take a regional airline to Grand Turk.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, cloudy. Seas:  calm. Water:  80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  75 to 85 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Been to Provo but, until now, not Grand Turk. It's a very small island with about 1,500 households. Few
accommodations, absolutely nothing to do topside, other than enjoy the company of your fellow divers.
Yes, there is a cruise ship port, and you could go to Margaritaville, but why would you?

I'll say right off the bat that we were there during the off-season. Temps were around 90 degrees and very
humid, some restaurants and accommodations were closed, and there were very few divers. I think we saw
just two cruise ship passengers.

We stayed at Manta House, providing perfect diver accommodations. Clean and comfy, but very spotty
Internet. Just a few steps away are several dive shops, including Oasis. Just across the street is the Sand Bar,
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overlooking the beautiful green/blue water. I don't recommend the food, but drinks are fine and the
ambiance is good.

Oasis was fine; we were the only two divers on the boat, led by Craig. He was satisfactory, but I was a bit
concerned that he didn't pay much attention under water to either of us. A couple of times, I had to fin
wayyyy over to him, get his attention, and ask which way to go. Maybe we seemed like capable divers (and
we are!), but that's why we pay divemasters, right? To pay attention and make sure we're OK -- throughout
the dive.

Diving in Grand Turk is via boat, pickup is on the beach, and the boats anchor once they arrive at the dive
site. The reef is in good shape. Not a hell of a lot of critters, but enough for interest. One lionfish spotted
(and killed). We're thinking about returning for the whale migration next spring.

------------------------------------
"Ocean Vibes" 

Ocean Vibes/Alexandra Resort in West Caicos, Providenciales, Nov 2014 (Rpt
#8065) by George Lynch (Email author), MA, US. Reviewer 3 reports filed and.
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Palau, Egypt, Fiji, Bay Islands Honduras, Cozumel, Cabo San Lucas, Grand Cayman, Little Cayman,
Middle Cayman, Kenya, Tanzania, Jamaica, Bonaire, Aruba, British Virgin Islands, Costa Rica,
Massachusetts, Malaysia, Indonesia. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
easy to get there from US. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food:  Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
20 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Recommendations made, not intrusively enforced.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  1 or 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----

Turks and Caicos: Land: 
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Ocean Vibes provided easy-going, laid back diving with small groups when I was there in late November.
Van pick up at hotels on Grace Bay, Providenciales, then short drive to south side of island (usually),
followed by long, pleasant trip (45 minutes or so) to West Caicos where the diving was very nice. Lots of
reef sharks, good array of reef fish and some pelagics. Heard humpback whale repeatedly on one dive. Nice
wall a short swim from where we moored over a roughly 50 foot bottom of beautiful patch reef and sand
with lots of large barrel sponges. With only 3 divers one day they took us off of Grace Bay, which is a very
short trip from north side of island- offshore from hotel area, outside of reef. Visibility here is much less
than off West Caicos, in fact was quite poor on one dive, but still lots of fish and several turtles, so not
horrible diving. You didn't come here to dive this area though, so push for West Caicos if possible. Ocean
Vibes did take just 3 divers over to West Caicos one day, so thanks to them for that. Crew very friendly,
helpful, professional, but don't baby you or hover too closely. If you know what you are doing, they treat
you as you'd like, but give help to those who need it. Easy-going about groups staying loosely together and
coming up when we wanted, rather than herding and tight adherence to schedule. None of that constantly
banging on the tank crap if you wander off a short distance (I hate that.) Only dived (no, it isn't "dove") with
them three days, so limited experience, but really liked what I saw and I'm pretty particular. Boat was great.
Sandwich, snack on boat between dives- adequate. Plenty of beverages. As far as I know, they do a two tank
dive (which usually takes up much of the day - P/U 8 AM, back around 2:30 for West Caicos trip) but didn't
appear to be any night diving or shore dives. Weather and water temp were fantastic - great time of year to
go, wasn't crowded. Thanks to Curtis, Andrae, and Blue!

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Easy Diving, Close-Up Sharks and Stingrays" 
Aggressor Fleet, May 2015 (Rpt #8248 has 1 Helpful Vote) by Nicola A Nelson 
(Email author), UT, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed and. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Mexico, Palau, Australia. 
Airport:  Providenciales. Getting There:  
Flew AA from Salt Lake City through Miami. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive briefs just asked us not to go way deep. Every Nitrox diver logged their gauge reading and max depth
before every dive, and was checked in at the end of the dive with depth and time.. 

----- What I Saw -----
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