2016 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

Moon Divers were the extreme opposite thing. They run an efficient and very good dive operation. Some
days they chartered awhole boat and filled it with snorkelers. So atwo tank dive might turn into a pick up
at 8 and drop off at 4 in the afternoon cause they stopped 2 — 3 times to allow them some time in the water.
Dive guides rotate every day and were very experienced and thorough in their briefing. Only once we had a
guide who at first rushed ahead, later insisted on arather tight and close buddy system. He even urged
experienced diversto get closer to their buddy, gave signals for safety stop and ascends, several times
checked our air consumption. He took a shaker with him and each message he planned to give was
accompanied by ratatata. Thistlegorm should have been my grand finale on that trip. | had tried to dive it
out of Hugharda but the sea was choppy, the captain refused to take us that far out into the open sea— bad
luck, shit happens. The wreck did not meet my expectations. | would not rate the Thistlegorm among the top
ten wreck dives when you think of Chuuk and/or for example the President Coolidge. 6 day boats came
together on that spot. During briefing the guide told us, we would spend as long as possible on the wreck.
The first two with around 70 bar left would be send back to the ascend line, the guide would buddy up with
the remaining guy and continue the dive. This however never happened. We four went up together. So that
day | did 3 dives (2 on Thistlegorm) of around 30 minutes, each time with 100 bar back on the surface. |
feel, Moon Divers owe me at least one dive free of charge for that. | know there isthe “weakest link in a
chain .... " but dive centers should build a group of divers with the similar experience and air consumption
or allow buddy teams to continue the dive when other teams have to surface. We had one guy with us, an
instructor with 200 logged dives! He was low on air after 30 minutes and even had to use the extra tank
underneath the boat on safety stop. He started a side mount intro dive the day before. We were waiting on
the surface for more than 10 minutes to watch him get ready. Another 10 minutes passed on the reef till he
had arranged the gear around him properly. At the end his buoyancy was wrong, the dive guide had to help
and aborted the dive. | don’t feel thisisfair for the others but the guide went along with it. We had been the
first boat on site and briefing told us to expect good fish life being the early bird in the water. However
when this guy at last was ready to dive, we had 5 day boats around us and bubbles all over the place. Moon
Divers| feel exaggerated their looking after us experienced divers. | don’t need to be asked 3 — 5 times
during the dive how much air | still have, | don"t need a guide signing me to get close to my buddy, do a3
min safety stop in 5 meter or urging me to come up faster, when my computer complains already.

Brought a new go pro Hero 3 on this vacation for atrial run, as| so far never had taken any pictures under
water. The first photos turned out to show big big blue and not much else. Then one guy passed me ared
filter and recommended to get as close as possible. From then on it started to get better and better. Each day
was a big and lovely surprise when | transmitted al onto my cell phone to watch. Sharm el Sheikh | would
visit again, the reef was lovely, with good coral and fish life all around. My favorite was Shark Point

Y olanda, where we had a great drift dive with abig school of snappers and a fantastic wall with colorful
soft coral al around. The many day and safari boats on nearly every place sometimes were a nuisance, the
crowds and passport checks in the harbor awful. Moon Divers charge 48 € for prebooked two tank dives, 6
€ extra each tank for Nitrox, Thistlegorm amountsto 75 € extra. | got alittle discount, they gave me 3
Nitrox divesfor free.
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"Second Time Wasn't the Charm"
Emperor Divers in St John's Reef - Fury Shoals, Aug 2015 (Rpt #8720) by Eric Eckes
(Email author), CA, US. * Sr. Reviewer 11 reports filed and. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Indonesia, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Malaysia, Philippines, Truk Lagoon, Palau, Y ap,
Mexico, Galapagos, Cayman Islands, Bahamas, So Cal Local.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
Los Angelesto Paristo Cairo to Hurghada.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: %% Beginners: %  Valuefor $5: %  DiveOperation: ¥
Accommodations: ¥  Food: W  Serviceand Attitude: ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ % % Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm, currents. Water: 84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visibility:
50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
The only restriction was that you had to be back within a given time so that the boat could move to a new
location..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: wrir i Tropical Fish: w® ¥ %  Small Critters: Wk
Large Fish: ¥ A Large Pelagics: i

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: W%  Subject Matter: ki Boat Facilities: W%
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
The Emperor €lite provided plenty of shelf space in the salon to manage our camera gear along with plenty
of power. On the diving deck they had three plastic milk crates to store cameras. If you weren't there early
you had to fight for space to store your camera while you geared up.

The Emperor Elite has alarge swim step below the dive deck and it is here they have two small camera
rinse tanks. The crew had to be repeatedly asked to change dirty water and on several occasions we had to
ask them simply to fill the tanks with water..

----- Overall Comments -----
Thiswas my second trip to the Red Sea and second time diving with Emperor Divers. Our home for the
next seven days would be the Emperor Elite, pride of the Emperor fleet.

We started our journey with aflight from Los Angelesto Paris and then onward to Cairo via Air France. We
chose to fly Premium Economy and while nice, it didn't measure up to the Premium Economy service
provided by Qantas. We spent the night in Cairo where the next morning we boarded our flight to

Hurghada.
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Upon arriving in Hurghada we gathered our gear and loaded it along with fifteen divers into small minivans
for the three hour trip to Port Ghalib where we would board the Emperor Elite. We started off and the first
we noticed was that Emperor Divers had not provided any water for the trip to Port Ghalib. Approximately
2 hours into the 3 hour trip our drivers pulled over at arest stop after persistent begging by all passengers. A
brief stop here and then we were off to Port Ghalib.

We boarded the Emperor Elite and were greeted by an old fiend, Sonia Goggel. Sonia has been working in
the Red Seafor in excess of 15 years and knows its dive sites as well as anyone. We learned that on thistrip
Sonia was overseeing two new dive masters, Ana and Sergio who hail from Spain. Throughout the trip Ana
routinely took notes while we had no clue why Sergio was on the boat. More on Sergio in a moment.

During our first Red Sea dive trip in 2010 we visited the northern Red Sea and its famous dive sites such as
Ras Mohammad and the Thislegorm wreck. Thistime our group was headed south towards St John's Reef
and and Fury Shoal.

Our dives were led by either Sonia (who started out the trip on the sidelines with a bad cold), Anaand
Sergio. Anadid her best to show us sedlife. Asfor Sergio, he brought along a point and shoot camera on
every dive and seemed interested in only his camera. On one dive my wife told Sergio that she would love
to see a certain marine animal. Sergio responded by taking his camera down, photographing the subject, and
then showing my wife the animal on his camera. At no point did he attempt to point out the animal
underwater. | have never seen a dive master charged with leading a dive take their cameraon the dive and |
hope | never see one again! Sergio was oblivious to those around him!

Our divestook usto many sites full of beautiful soft corals. My wife and | had never seen a Spanish Dancer
and on one night dive we saw many. We were able to do dive twenty one times during our week-long trip of
which there were several memorable dives. At St John's Caves (Umm Kharaim) we were greeted by a
friendly Napoleon Wrasse which kept swimming in and out of the various divers. On another dive we were
greeted underwater by two female dolphins and their offspring snuggled close to their mothers. On our trip
back we stopped at Elphinstone where we spotted a scalloped hammerhead well below 100 feet. Too deep
for my wide angle lenson my D810. The sealife was varied and plentiful. We saw plenty of turtles and
blue-spotted rays.

The cabins on board the Emperor Elite were rather small given the size of the vessel. Each room had its own
bathroom with ensuite shower. My wife and | prefer to share a bed while on vacation and were turned off by
the twin beds which seem to be a hallmark of Emperor boats.

One thing that stood out from our 2010 trip was how bad the food was. Fast forward five years and it
appears Emperor Divers hasn't learned a thing nor read guest's comments. The food was routine and
uninspired. The only highlight to the dining service was the steward named Mustafawho made life
enjoyable onboard the Emperor Elite when we weren't dining.

The Emperor Elite has afairly large salon although it seemed small when occupied by all fifteen guests plus
the three divemasters. In fact we often had to fight Ana and Sergio for placesto sit down. We weren't sure if
they understood they were crew and not paying guests.
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Anyway, | have dived twice with Emperor Divers and after two strikes won't give them a chance for strike
three. The divemaster trainees failed in their duties and | was disappointed that Sonia, as their mentor, did

not counsel them on proper diver master etiquette. The Red Sea holds alot of interesting dive sites but my
recommendation is do your homework and fine a better dive operation.

"Great diving but a dishonest owner."
Red Sea Aggressor, Apr 2015 (Rpt #8614) by Matt Radtke (Email author), CO, US,
Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Palau, Thailand,Indonesia,Gal apagos, Caribbean,and Mexico.
Airport: Hurgadaa. e Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: W%  Valuefor $$: N/A Dive Operation: N/A
Accommodations: %%  Food: % Service and Attitude: ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: windy. Seas: choppy. Water: 76 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
75 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Limit to 100 ft and one hour. Always stay in a group..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: ¥ %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: N/A
Large Pelagics: #r¥r ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wi ¥ Subject Matter: ¥ i i Boat Facilities: % ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

The Red Sea had been on my bucket list for over 15 years so when the Aggressor had atempting sale |
finally made the leap of faith decision to go to Egypt. It was the right choice and we felt safe the entire
time. My husband and | spent some time in Hurghada at the Oberoi diving the shore before heading down
for aweek on the live-aboard.

The Oberoi was simply amazing in luxury, accommodations and service. The shore diving was abundant
with life including multiple pipefish, leaf fish, seahorses, giant morays, torpedo rays and many familiar and
nearly-familiar species of fish. The coral heads near shore were in sad shape and looked like they might be
dying from pollution but the fish are still there.

From Hurghada we traveled three hours by van to Port Ghalib where the Agressor is docked. All our
transfer arrangements were made in advance by the Aggressor folks. Port Ghalib is a charming port with
new construction, modern shops and restaurants. WWe were lucky to be setting sail with only 4 guests for the
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week on the northern Itinerary which included Brothersislands, Daedalus and Elphinstone. Sadly we were
never able to dive Elphinstone due to high winds and rough seas but the Brothers and Daedalus were
everything | imagined.

We were treated to the big white tip oceanic sharks at Brothers and schooling hammerheads at Daedalus. 1
you want to see clouds of fish then the Red Seais agreat place for that. The reefs are healthy and
everywhere you look there is something beautiful to look at. | have been diving all over the world and yet
was treated to several firstsin the Red Sea. A special appearance by a Dugong (Red Sea manatee) was very
exciting. Other firsts were giant morays, several new species of fish and 2 different small crabs on a night
dive -- al worth going for.

The crew of the Aggressor was great and the food was some of the best | have ever had on alive-aboard.
Erin was the cruise director (female from England) and the rest of the crew was Egyptian and male. Erin
was bright, helpful, a great dive guide, and quickly saw to our every need. She even made sure my husband
had sea sickness medicine on one of the roughest crossings | (or the RSA crew) have ever been through
when the rest of the crew was no where in sight. We learned (not from Erin) that she and one of the male
dive masters were fired the next week. The owner of the Aggressor gave her no reason or warning and had
her leave an hour before the next guests were to arrive. The owner paid the male dive master for the past
few weeks of service but refused to pay Erin. We contacted the home Aggressor

fleet to question this unfair treatment and asked if they would do anything to help Erin get paid for the time
we were there and they said no. The owners are al independent and they could do nothing for her. So, |
would recommend if you are going to the Red Sea, book with a different live-aboard other than Aggressor
since the owner is unfair and dishonest to women.

There are many live-aboards to choose from. We will never book with the Red Sea Aggressor again.

"Sharks and Corals"
Red Sea Explorers in South and St. Johns, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8617) by LisaC. Evans
(Email author), CO, US. = Sr. Reviewer 11 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
GBR, Philippines, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Komodo, Raja Ampat, Lembeh, Bali, Caribbean.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
viaCairo. Easy..

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: % Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $5: w %
Dive Operation: % %%  Accommodations. ¥ %% Food: W%
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %% Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. calm. Water: 86to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
40 to 80 Feet.

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 835/1.004


http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=8617
http://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=lceski

2016 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dives were generally about 60 minutes. Stayed with the guide. Max depth 35 metersor MOD..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: A%  LargeFish: %%
Large Pelagics: #rir ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %%  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Wide angle opportunities and some fish shots, though the fish were very shy. Not much small stuff. The
boat had only 2 small rinse tanks that were supposedly for cameras but other things ended up in there. No
photo area on the boat - they suggested putting cameras in the salon on the floor but | felt better taking it to
my cabin..
----- Overall Comments -----
This company seems to deal mostly with atravel agent out of Scandinavia - everyone else on the boat was
from Sweden.

Because tiger sharks had been seen at Rocky Island (not on the itinerary), we went there - and did see the
tiger sharks and also oceanic white tips.

The diving is mostly wall diving, with afew coral gardens. Coral appears to be healthy, but it seemed like
there weren't as many fish as you'd expect - very few large fish, some schools of medium-sized fish, and a
smattering of angelfish and butterflyfish and parrotfish. Tons of anthias, lots of big morays, blue spotted
stingrays and some squirrel/soldierfish.

We didn't get to see much of St Johns, as there was an emergency involving the captain being injured and
we had to take him to the nearest port, 6 hours away. No one minded, of course, but it did change the dive
itinerary to some places closer to shore.

One highlight of the trip other than the sharks was finally seeing a Spanish Dancer nudibranch on a night
dive.

This boat has scooters - which we tried once. They are fun and would be useful for covering long distances
around an island/reef in search of sharks. But for me it was like hiking (regular diving) vs ATV (scooters.)

The boat isnice. Cabinswere fine and comfortable and showers were always hot. Food was good and
varied - lots of salads and vegetables, as well as meat and pasta.

Thisitinerary had 4 dives on several days. Wake-up was 5:30am with first briefing at 6 and dive by
6:30am. There wasn't food available consistently before the dive - generally some leftover pastries and
some packaged cookies and sometimes some fruit - it would have been nice to have some healthier options.
| can't do a dive without some food first.
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"Sharks and Walls"
Red Sea Explorers in Brothers, Daedalus, Elphinston, Nov 2015 (Rpt #8618)
by LisaC. Evans (Email author), CO, US. *= Sr. Reviewer 11 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
GBR, Philippines, Rgja Ampat, Komodo, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Lembeh, Caribbean.
Airport: Hurghada. Getting There:
Egypt Air from Cairo. Direct flights from Europe..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: YA Beginners: %  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: &%  Accommodations; Wi % ¥ Food: Wi ¥
Serviceand Attitude: ddr A Environmental Sensitivity: dd A ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. choppy. Water: 75to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 6 mm. Visibility:
40 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Max depth 35 meters or MOD..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales. None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: W  LargeFish: ¥
Large Pelagics: %

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Wide angle opportunities and some fish shots, though the fish were very shy. Not much small stuff. The
boat had only 2 small rinse tanks that were supposedly for cameras but other things ended up in there. No
photo area on the boat - they suggested putting cameras in the salon on the floor but | felt better taking it to
my cabin..
----- Overall Comments -----

Thiswas our second week on the same boat. This company seems to deal mostly with atravel agent out of
Scandinavia - everyone else on the boat was from Norway or Sweden. Very friendly folks, though.

The focus of thistrip was sharks, and we saw at least one on most dives. We spent two days Brothers
Islands - we saw grey reef sharks (2) and thresher sharks (2) and several oceanic whitetips. There were
also more medium/large fish here than | had seen. The Numidiawreck had lots of potential, but it's deep
and there was a pretty strong current, so we didn't get to spend much time there. At Daedalus (2 days) we
saw scalloped hammerheads on 2 out of the three diveswe did. Most of them were quite deep (45m) but we
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saw afew at 75-90 feet. Also oceanic white tips near the boat.
The other dives - one at Elphinstone and a couple nearer the mainland - were fine but not spectacular.

Thisitinerary had only 3 dives aday, which meant very long surface intervals - 3 hours - and alot of spare
time on the boat. Not sure why the wake-up call was still at 5:30am and first briefing at 6am. Last dive
ended about 4pm, so again, lots of time with not much to do, being on aliveaboard. Diveswere deep, for
sharks, but with nitrox | think we still could have done 4 a day, at least some days.

Food was good and varied. Facilities were nice - warm showers, comfortable cabins, nice salon (other than
the fact that the DM watched loud movies there alot, which made it aless comfortable place to hang out.)

Diving was done from zodiacs, two groups. One group used scooters most of the time, and there were some
tech divers going deep, but that did not interfere with the rest of us (except the sound of scooters on some
dives - not all that pleasant..) Lots of dives had negative entries - though the currents weren't what they
expected (less) so it wasn't that important most of the time. But beginners might have a bit of atough time
with those.

Great to see sharks! Coral was healthy, but like the southern itinerary, there were fewer medium sized and
small fish than | expected (except tons of anthias.) Cool to see the endemic species, though - Picaso
triggerfish, some angels and butterflyfish.

Saba (3 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview:

Sabais one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70 feet, with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations are in quaint
villages at 1,000 feet and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool, pleasant climate.
It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands.

Saba Seasonal Planner:

On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65 at night, so travel with ajacket or sweater is recommended.
Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70s to mid 80s. The most rain falls during the month of
November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best sites are offshore seamounts.
Sabaisin the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

Land-Based
"Disappointing”
Sea Saba/Julianas, Nov 2014 (Rpt #8400) by Elaine S Hopkins (Email author), OH, US.
Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Indonesia, Malaysia, Phillpines, Truk, Fiji, Guam Y ap, Bonaire, Caymans, Honduras, Dominica, Mexico,
Curacao, Tobago, Bahamas.

————— Ratings -----
Advanced: &  Beginners: %  Valuefor $$: N/A Dive Operation: %
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