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----- Overall Comments -----
The good: 10 dives on Monita [probably the best dives in the Caribbean].

Monahad very good diving on one side of the island,but poor diving on the other side. They anchor on the
side the wind is not blowing, but the main attraction Is Monital

The bad only 20 dives for the week. | recommend only fit divers due to conditions and steep stairwells on
board.

Food and staff were very good!

Red Sea (8 Reports)

Red Sea Diving Overview:
Egypt - Sharm el Sheikh

Europeans flock to the Red Sea for excellent live-aboard diving, scoffing at Americans who miss the fine
diving because of their inordinate fear of terrorism. Hurghada dive operators are failing to care for their
reefs, so divers head farther south. Live-aboards get divers to the best Red Sea diving. Water temperatures
can drop into the cool 60s during February and rise into the 80s by August.

Red Sea Seasonal Planner:

Air temperatures in winter range from 60-75; thewater can drop down into the upper 60s, with the coolest
temperatures occurring in February. Summer land temperatures slide right up past 100, with the water
temperature rising into the low 80s (take a wetsuit anyway). The hottest month is August. If you are going
to do any land exploration (and how do you visit the Red Sea without at |east a peek at the pyramids), the
trade-off for warm water is hot weather. The manta season is from March to June.

Land-Based
"Red Sea boat diving: a lovely adventure in beautiful Jordan”
Dive Agaba/Movenpick Agabain Jordan, Jun 2015 (Rpt #8249) by Joel Snyder
(Email author), AZ, US. *© Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed and. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Asiag, Caribbean, Hawaii, Australia.
Airport: Agaba, then Amman. Getting There:
Flights from Amman, or bus or taxi. Can arrive via Eilat/Isragl but probably not worth the paperwork..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: i Beginners; ¥  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: W% %%  Accommodations. Wi ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 74to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 60 to 80 Feet.
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Divein small groups with divemaster; return as a group, so limited by highest air-consuming diver..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. None. Whales. None.
Corals. i h % Tropical Fish: %% ¥ Small Critters: %% %  LargeFish: W
Large Pelagics: ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].

Trip Report:
Red Seadiving in Agaba (Jordan) and Dive Agaba

| dove with Dive Aqgaba for aweekend in June, 2015. | was working in Amman, so | took the Jett bus from
Amman to Agaba (8 JD, about 4.5 hours each way). | had reserved at the Movenpick hotel (there are two:
TaleaBay and Aqgaba proper; | stayed at the onein Agaba) and they had a weekend special for about 80
JD/night including buffet breakfast. (One JD = 1 Jordanian Dinar = USD 1.41, and the rate does not change
very much at al). Thiswas agreat choice as the Jett bus terminal is back-to-back with the hotel. The
Movenpick is considered 5-star in that area and was very nice.

| had made an arrangement by email with Dive Aqgaba, who offered to pick me up. Thiswasn't strictly
necessary, as the dive shop was a5 minute walk from the hotel. On the second day, | just walked over to
the shop. | paid 100 JD aday for equipment rental and 3 dives. The day also included lunch, and abundant
drinks and snacks. Hint: bring your own towel if you want one.

The shop acted as a congregation place for divers. | was given some brief paperwork to fill out and then
picked out my equipment with the help of the staff to be placed in amilk crate ("box™). Because | had gone
just for aweekend, | didn't have my gear, so | rented everything but a mask and dive computer.

Generally, the equipment was heavily worn. The first day, my second stage was slightly maladjusted, not
enough to be dangerous, and | switched to the second. On the second day, | asked for a new regulator, and
the second stage bite had been bitten through. The neoprene was ripped in multiple places, and | noted that
none of the tanks had hydro stamps within the last 5 years. The dive shop seemsto run alot of novice
diversthrough their boat, so | expect that the equipment is heavily worn for this reason. | would have been
much more comfortable with my own gear.

The staff was very friendly and helpful. English isasecond language, so not everyone was chatty and
talkative, but some spoke English very well (or were English), and so there was plenty of company to talk
to.

After getting our gear, we walked to the boat (about a 5 minute walk), and then waited. On thefirst day,
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that was an hour; on the second, only afew minutes. Once we boarded and left the harbor, it was about a 40
minute ride south.

The boat was in excellent condition. A dive deck with plenty of seating and shade; a smallish salon for
serving lunch, and a bridge deck gave us plenty of room. The boat can hold more than 20 divers, but there
weren't that many: just afew divers who were diving, with the rest of the people either on "discovery scuba’
dives or training courses. On the second day, on my third dive, | wasthe only diver!

Water temperature was about 75 degrees, and the shop provided a 3mm wetsuit, which was plenty for me.
It was cool in the water, but not so cool that | wanted to cut a dive short.

The water isvery salty, so | underweighted thefirst dive. Lead weights weren't marked asto weight, so |
had to guess how much | was taking down, but threw an extra 3-5 pounds on and my problems disappeared.

Apparently diving was done from shore until recently, so all of the dive sites were within 100 yards of the
beach. There are mooring buoys, and | never felt that there were crowds of boats---afew divers spotted on
afew dives, but generally uncrowded.

| did atotal of 6 dives. Thefirst day we had a beginner with us so the dives were in the 40-50 minute range;
the second day, | had a different buddy and dives were just afew seconds short of 60 minutes. We hit
depths from 80-100 feet each dive, with the mgjority of the dive spent in the 40-60 feet range. Because the
reef comes up to within afew feet of shore in most sites, you could easily do a nice gradual ascent without
ever having to leave the reef. No currents, and the water was quite clear---nothing impeding visibility.

Hard corals were abundant, but damaged heavily. Y ou could see tons of dead coral, with spotty live coral
ontop. Different sites were different, but you could tell in all sites that there's not as much coral now as
there was some time in the recent past. Thisbeing said, the life was diverse and abundant. Many small
antheus, with trunkfish, lionfish, spadefish, and butterflys very common. In the sea grasses, pipe fish were
everywhere, with sea horses aswell. Giant clams, soft corals less common but easy to spot. Large fish
were unsuual---two large Napoleon wrasse were the biggest things | saw those two days.

There are only about 20 dive sites: the diving stretches down afairly small stretch of the coast owned by
Jordan, with Israel blocking in from the north, Egypt across the bay, and Saudi Arabiato the south. Inthese
sites, though, there are interesting thingsto sea. A nice wreck, a submerged tank, and huge undersea cables
between Jordan and Egypt all house lots of marine life.

Aqgaba and Jordan boat dives are not like Bonaire: you can't really imagine spending 2 weeks here just to see
ital. But for five days or aweek, it'slovely, inexpensive, and fun.

"South Red Sea"

Dive center, Coral Hills/Coral Hills resort, Marsa Alam in South Red Sea, Sep 2015
(Rpt #8367) by Eldon Okazaki (Email author), CA, US. " Top Contributor 39 reports filed and.
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Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Caribbean, Philippines, Hawaii, Palau, Y ap, etc..
Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
JFK to Cairo to Hurgadato Marsa Alam.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners W%  Valuefor $: %  Dive Operation: % ¥
Accommodations: ¥ ¥ Food: ¥ ¥  Serviceand Attitude: Wi
Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr i ShoreDiving: %% %  Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 28to 29 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 20 to 60 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
follow the dive master was recommended.
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: % LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: W& Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: ¥
Shore Facilities: &
UWP Comments:
no bucket of water; too short time before getting to vat.
----- Overall Comments -----
The good: only afew days of high winds; water temp. was 29 deg. C;

nice resort; nice people; most resort people and dive staff spoke English; divers were friendly and polite;
lots of dolphins to sort of play with at the jetty; the house reef had a good reef.

the bad: that resort was next door to Dreams; other than that , there was no choice for food except the meals
at the resort; thejetty diving was 10 min. away which my DM did not charge for; they charge for DM of 5
euro per dive and zodiac of 4 euro per dive; the local house reef was ok for 1 dive then the winds came up;
so, we went to a protected but murky bay 2 min. away; the resort has asly guy who wanted to make extra
money.

The deal was $174 for interval int'l for aweek; but, so limited diving.

"South Red Sea diving"
Emperor divers/Marina Lodge, Port Ghalib in Egypt, Sep 2015 (Rpt #8377)
by Eldon Okazaki (Email author), CA, US. "= Top Contributor 39 reports filed and.
Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
SE Asia, Hawaii, Caribbean,Palau, Y ap, Dominican Republic, Cozumel, Indonesia, etc..
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Airport: MarsaAlam. Getting There:
fom JFK to Cairo to HRG.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ %  Beginners. W%  Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: A x ¥ Accommodations: i kX Food: %W
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdr %
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 29to 29 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visbility: 40to 75 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
for some sites, not to exceed 40 meters and 65 minutes.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1lor 2. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters. %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's. %  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities; ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
each boat had a sufficient tank at the back; and a fresh water hose.
----- Overall Comments -----

the bad: | was only American; Egypt is poor but prices were not cheap;

the dive operation mixes experienced with beginners; so, some short dives; there was current but not
ripping; the lodge was well kept/ maintained but had a huge cockroach; common stuff like scorpion fishs.

the good: the Egyptians had humor; the Elphinstone reef deserved to be rated # 1;, esp., with close
encounter with an oceanic, white tip shark; the service by the boat crew is he best in the world; the most
detailed briefings by Hamza; a dive site drawing was called a UTERUS,; the buffets at the Marina lodge
were varied and mostly had huge quantities; even breakfast and lunches on the boats had huge quantities;
the European divers were friendly/ social; some dives could last 65 minutes; English was well spoken by
all; there were lots of dolphins; afew black baby manta rays were seen; a sea cow ( dudong) was chased by
snorklers

"Sharm el Sheikh"
Moon Divers/Viva Sharm in Sinai peninsula, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8382) by Michael Joest
(Email author), ZZ, DE. % Contributor 18 reports filed and. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
worldwide.
Airport: Sharm el Sheikh. Getting There:

Red Sea: Land: 829/1.004


http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=8382
http://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=mijoe

2016 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

flight.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: WA Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %% %%  Accommodations. %  Food: %¥
Serviceand Attitude: %%  Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  ShoreDiving: k&
Snorkeling: #ir Wi
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. cam. Water: 28t0 29 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visibility:
30 to 40 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
30 m max.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: % H ¥ Tropical Fish: %¥rd A% Small Critters. ¥ ¥
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics: ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].

Sharm el Sheikh — Moon Divers

On rather short notice | learned, | still have 5 days of vacation left for this year. Immediately | looked for
some warm place with good diving not too far away. Red Sea | dove from Hugharda, Marsalam, El Quesier
and Sudan, so | thought why not try the other side once. My aim was as cheap as possible some last minute
booking package deal which | found on the internet. Train to airport, direct flight, accommodation,
all-inclusive one week for 460 € looked just right. Viva Sharm Hotel had only 2 stars, was a bit worried, and
looked into trip advisor, where some wild stories were published. Well everybody has different ideas and
feelings, so | booked the place. Searched for some dive center close by and found Moon Diversright next to
the hotel, with these guys | prebooked 5 days of two tanks diving including atrip to the wreck of the
Thistlegorm.

| wanted cheap and with Viva Sharm | got exactly that — you get what you pay for ..... The room and pool
were the best thingsin that place. The hotel is booked 80 % by Russians. Buffet offered a poor choice
mixture of Egypt — Russian food, was introduced to some strange new cooking and dishes, some not bad at
al. Fish and meat was rare, so the chef counted the pieces you got, no self-service there. Red wine was
served in aplastic cup, | guessthat gives you the picture overall. Breakfast was rather modest, couldn’t find
butter, coffee spoons plastic again, on and under the table bits and pieces from last night’ s dinner. Staff was
friendly but seemed to be bored and in no hurry at all to serve you. Was 2 days without towelsin my room,
which they promised every time | complained, | had to grab the room boy to get some. Cutlery and plates
they seemed to be short of, some days you were lucky to find some to start your meal.
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Moon Divers were the extreme opposite thing. They run an efficient and very good dive operation. Some
days they chartered awhole boat and filled it with snorkelers. So atwo tank dive might turn into a pick up
at 8 and drop off at 4 in the afternoon cause they stopped 2 — 3 times to allow them some time in the water.
Dive guides rotate every day and were very experienced and thorough in their briefing. Only once we had a
guide who at first rushed ahead, later insisted on arather tight and close buddy system. He even urged
experienced diversto get closer to their buddy, gave signals for safety stop and ascends, several times
checked our air consumption. He took a shaker with him and each message he planned to give was
accompanied by ratatata. Thistlegorm should have been my grand finale on that trip. | had tried to dive it
out of Hugharda but the sea was choppy, the captain refused to take us that far out into the open sea— bad
luck, shit happens. The wreck did not meet my expectations. | would not rate the Thistlegorm among the top
ten wreck dives when you think of Chuuk and/or for example the President Coolidge. 6 day boats came
together on that spot. During briefing the guide told us, we would spend as long as possible on the wreck.
The first two with around 70 bar left would be send back to the ascend line, the guide would buddy up with
the remaining guy and continue the dive. This however never happened. We four went up together. So that
day | did 3 dives (2 on Thistlegorm) of around 30 minutes, each time with 100 bar back on the surface. |
feel, Moon Divers owe me at least one dive free of charge for that. | know there isthe “weakest link in a
chain .... " but dive centers should build a group of divers with the similar experience and air consumption
or allow buddy teams to continue the dive when other teams have to surface. We had one guy with us, an
instructor with 200 logged dives! He was low on air after 30 minutes and even had to use the extra tank
underneath the boat on safety stop. He started a side mount intro dive the day before. We were waiting on
the surface for more than 10 minutes to watch him get ready. Another 10 minutes passed on the reef till he
had arranged the gear around him properly. At the end his buoyancy was wrong, the dive guide had to help
and aborted the dive. | don’t feel thisisfair for the others but the guide went along with it. We had been the
first boat on site and briefing told us to expect good fish life being the early bird in the water. However
when this guy at last was ready to dive, we had 5 day boats around us and bubbles all over the place. Moon
Divers| feel exaggerated their looking after us experienced divers. | don’t need to be asked 3 — 5 times
during the dive how much air | still have, | don"t need a guide signing me to get close to my buddy, do a3
min safety stop in 5 meter or urging me to come up faster, when my computer complains already.

Brought a new go pro Hero 3 on this vacation for atrial run, as| so far never had taken any pictures under
water. The first photos turned out to show big big blue and not much else. Then one guy passed me ared
filter and recommended to get as close as possible. From then on it started to get better and better. Each day
was a big and lovely surprise when | transmitted al onto my cell phone to watch. Sharm el Sheikh | would
visit again, the reef was lovely, with good coral and fish life all around. My favorite was Shark Point

Y olanda, where we had a great drift dive with abig school of snappers and a fantastic wall with colorful
soft coral al around. The many day and safari boats on nearly every place sometimes were a nuisance, the
crowds and passport checks in the harbor awful. Moon Divers charge 48 € for prebooked two tank dives, 6
€ extra each tank for Nitrox, Thistlegorm amountsto 75 € extra. | got alittle discount, they gave me 3
Nitrox divesfor free.

Liveaboards
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