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We discussed with Peter and he confirmed that the commitment to better runoff policy many years back was
paying off. The 2nd dive on the aforementioned Carlisle Bay wrecks yielded lots of sponges, many schools
of smaller fish, brown chromis and creole wrasse, and a 100+ school of French grunts. Squirrelfish lurked
under the shady sots of the wrecks, and we saw a“colony” of arrow crabs, maybe 6-7 in one sponge. And a
couple of banded cora shrimp. Therte were also a couple of lionfish, which G dispatched whenever he
spotted them. There were also alot of sergeant majors, mostly nesting, and darting out all purple and angry
to keep us at bay from the nest.

We did adive on Day 2 called Under the Pier, but G called it The Cathedral, and his name is both better,
and accurate. Average depth was about 50 feet, plenty to see at 40 and above. Y ou basically swim inside the
pilings of an abandoned cargo pier, and when the light is right the rays of sunlight coming through the piers
indeed reminds you of a church. Great sponge growth, good schools fish, trumpetfish, a stonefish,
houndfish, and more filefish everywhere.

Rivaling the Carlisle Bay wrecksis the wreck of the Stavronikita, though rather deep. We stayed near the
deck at between 70 and 80 feet for the most part, and that was more than great. The black coral on the Stav
is amazing, the biggest and thickest stands we have seen. Two turtles were grazing on the sponges,
including avery large green turtle 4-5 feet. A school of at least 500 creole wrasse accompanied us,
swimming back and forth around us. It was a great dive, and very memorable. The overall coral rating here
is 3 due to the ongoing recovery, but the black coral on the Stav was an easy 5 stars, though.

Overall we found Barbados diving exceeded our expectations. Vis was generally from 20 to 50 feet, and
varied some even on the same dive. West Side Scuba was great, they were very service oriented and even
loaned us aregulator when one of ours' started free flowing and would not respond to the usual fixes.

Belize (26 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview:

Inside the world's second-largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. GOOD
DIVING IN BELIZE ISREACHABLE FROM LIVE ABOARDS OR FROM RESORTS on the offshore
cayes. The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove cora reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting
but disappointing to many experienced divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on aBelize diving trip,
take a couple days to visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about atwo-hour

fl ight from Houston. Belize liesin the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits.

Belize Seasonal Planner:

The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June, when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit in 1931, 1961, and 1978. During winter months (mainly December, January, and
February), Belize is aso subject to northers that blow down and disrupt diving for several days. Water
temperature may dip aslow asthe 70sin the winter and reach as high as 85 in the summer.

Land-Based
"Average diving from Caye Caulker"
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Belize Diving Services in Caye Caulker, Aug 2015 (Rpt #8342) by lan Kennedy
(Email author), CA, US. = Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Indo-pacific; carribean.
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: %%  Beginners: W%  Valuefor $$: %%  Dive Operation: ¥k
Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. choppy, surge. Water: 86to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
50to Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
60 minute max dive time.
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: W Subject Matter: W%  Boat Facilities: ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
Belize Diving Services (BDS) is located next to the Iguana Inn (very nice hotel with pool) on Caye Caulker.
BDSisafirst rate operation. Starting with the office that isair conditioned with abar service for post dive
beers, everything went smoothly. They run abig Newton boat to the local reefs. The DMs were young local
guys who were friendly and helpful. | dove two days. Day 1 was atrip to north Turneffe reef. There was
nothing special about the reef; we followed the wall and spotted a couple of little animals. There were not
many larger fish. Day 2 was to San Pedro reef. The swells were huge, making entry back onto the boat quite
achallenge. Again, not much to see other than lots of nurse sharks. Overall, the reefs seemed overfished.

"Great resort but dive op not as good as last year"
Blackbird Caye Resort in Turneffe atoll, Apr 2015 (Rpt #8192 has 2 Helpful Votes)
by Jill Rain (Email author), WA, US. = Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
E and W Pacific, Caribbean, PNW.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
flight + 1.5 hr boat ride.

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners kN Valuefor $$: i
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Dive Operation: ¥ x %  Accommodations: % % ¥ ¥ Food: iAW
Service and Attitude: Wi ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: %% Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: Wk %%

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
25 to 60 Feset.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
stay with DM.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %ird A% Small Critters: %ird &
LargeFish: %%  LargePeagics Wi

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: Wi Subject Matter: ¥ i i
Boat Facilities: Wi %W Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].

Thiswas our second trip to Blackbird which we booked after the great experience we had last year. While
the resort itself is wonderful, dive op has changed since then, and we won't be returning unless we hear
policies shift back toward accommodating serious divers.

First, the good. The resort and setting are wonderful. A quiet private island, 18 bungalows, aduplex and a
triplex right on the beach, sea breezes. Excellent ample food. Superior infrastructure: constant electricity,
lots of safe RO water, reliable plumbing, AC, boats well-maintained, awifi spot. If you are looking for a
quiet relaxing vacation spot with no rowdy parties, thisis for you. About athird of the 40 or so guests when
we were there were diving, athird snorkeling and a third lounging.

Diving. Thereef lifeisin great condition, far offshore mainland Belize, outside the barrier reef, at Turneffe
atoll. The dive sites are mostly close enough to spend surface intervals at your bungal ow, with no other dive
ops to be seen. Once aweek there's an all-day excursion to Lighthouse Reef atoll. So far so good. However,
the impression we got about the dive op isthat it is focused on maximizing profit at the expense of
providing agreat diving experience, and catering to inexperienced divers. Specifically, often divers were
overcrowded on one boat rather than running two boats. Theoretically there were 8 diversto a DM,
operating in shifts, but sometimes we had 10 diversin a group (perhaps it averaged out with another smaller
group). The numbers led to crowding in the boat, some confusion in tracking people, gear, etc, sending
groups down with wide range of experience. A bigger problem was that the resort appears to have become a
PADI certification mill. There were classes going on constantly, OW, AOW etc, pulling DMs away for that.
Many of our dives had some students learning/testing skills with the DM while the rest of us milled around
waiting. More often than not our dives were short, including those out at Lighthouse reef, perhaps to keep

Belize: Land: 61/1.004



2016 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

us on a schedule. The Blue Hole diveis short by necessity but the other two are highlights of thetrip, and
we were shortchanged. The only dives an hour long during our 10 days diving were those led by the veteran
DM, with no classes going on. Blue Hole trip: we paid the extra for that and had been expecting to dive the
BH, but were informed we couldn't because we weren't AOW - even though we did that dive the year before
with Blackbird, and previously with TIL. The manager said we could buy an AOW course (some OW
divers did that; their description of the skills tests sounded pretty perfunctory). Since we couldn't dive the
BH we lost one dive of our prepaid package, since no replacement dive was available. Divemasters varied
from superior to average. One concern we had was that some DM s handled critters and fed fish from a
squeeze bottle, even though the resort portrays itself as ecofriendly. Altogether, our impression was that the
resort is focused more on quantity than quality in its dive operation these days.

Blackbird is awonderful destination for a vacation, being aremote site with all the creature comforts, and
among the very best reef ecosystems in the Caribbean. When/if they get their dive op sorted out, we will
return.

"Barefoot Paradise"
Blackbird Resort in Blackbird Caye, May 2015 (Rpt #8522) by Emily (Email author),
CO, US. 2reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Cozumel ,MX; Cabo Pulmo, MX; Aruba; Curacao; Bonaire; Roatan Puerto Rico; Hawaii..
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
They pick you up at the airport in Belize City and take you by boat to the resort..

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: % Beginners; wirdr i Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations: Wi % ¥ Food: Wi
Service and Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visbility: 60 to 150 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Just watch your gages and stay above 130".

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: >2. Whales. None.
Corals: kX Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: %% Large Fish: N/A
Large Pelagics: %

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: ¥ ¥ % Subject Matter: dd ¥
Boat Facilities: Wk % ¥ Shore Facilities: %%
UWP Comments:
[None].
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----- Overall Comments -----
No need to bring anything other than flip flops, you'll be walking on sand for your whole stay. The appeal
of theresort isit's remoteness and smallness. 30 guests is max out. Each couple has an individual bungal ow
with it's own screened in porch and bathroom. The bungalows are spread out along the beach so every one
has aview and beach.Some are a bit tired in terms of decor but the bed was comfortable and the shower had
hot water. All meals are served in acentral dining hall. The food was always exceptionally good and
beautifully presented. There was a separate building with a deck over the water that wasthe bar. Thereisa
nice pool and lots of kayaks available to guests. Most of the diving was very close to the resort. The viswas
variable but generally quite clear. There was always something interesting to watch. The highlight was
definitely the long day trip to dive the Bluehole, Long Caye and Half Moon Caye. Giant groupers and the
clearest water ever. With perfect weather, too, it was amagical day.

"An excellent trip"
Blackbird Resort in Blackbird Caye, Jun 2015 (Rpt #8712) by Jim Braswell (Email author),
CO, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Cozumel Honduras Akumal Bahamas Fiji Truk Cayman Bonaire T& C Hawalii.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
Flight from Miami.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: Wir ki Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: & x %  Accommodations; %%  Food: kX
Service and Attitude: ddr i Environmental Sensitivity: di ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: %% ¥
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
70 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
max 60 minutes on board with 500psi.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. > 2. Whales. None.
Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %% %%  Small Critters: Wi Large Fish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wk A% Subject Matter: Wi d i Boat Facilities: Wi W
Shore Facilities: % i
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

The on-site dive shop was barely adequate but the service and staff were excellent. They made up for the
higher than usual cost per dive. The divemasters gave good briefings and did a good job of leading the
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dives. All diveswere drift dives and the boat crew picked up the divers promptly. The biting bugs around
the resort were bad enough to keep usin the pool between activities. A day trip to the Blue Hole confirmed
that the diving near there is great while the Blue Hole itself is still alousy dive.

"Solid experience with Hugh Parkey's on Amergris Caye"
Hugh Parkey's/Sunbreeze Hotel, Dec 2014 (Rpt #8710) by Christopher Watt (Email author),
MA, US. © Sr. Reviewer 8 reports filed. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
New England, FL Keys, St. Lawrence River, Red Sea, Maldives, Italy, UK/English Channel, Turks &
Caicos, St. Vincent, Roatan, Costa Rica

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: W  Valuefor $$ ki
Dive Operation: % %%  Accommodations; ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: i A Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny. Seas. cam. Water: 80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visbility: 50 to 75 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified].

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters. %%  LargeFish: N/A
L arge Pelagics: ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's. %  Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
No specific accommodations for cameras.
----- Overall Comments -----

This was a combination trip, with half the week spent in the Cayo district of Belize doing jungle adventure
activities (including day trip to Tikal in Guatemala) and half the week on Ambergris Caye.

We stayed at the Sunbreeze in late December 2014. Great location, friendly staff and spacious rooms. Quiet
- we never had trouble sleeping, and pool and bar noise was minimal at night. Itisliterally across the street
fromtheairport...... not normally what you would think would be acceptable, but airplane noise from the
small prop plane airstrip was never an issue. There is a condo construction site next door, but fortunately no
work was going on during Christmas week 2014 when we were there :-) We stayed in one of the preferred
rooms on the first floor, while our kids (ages 18 & 20) stayed on the 2nd level in a standard room. Beds
were comfortable, although on the softer side. The resort is shaped like a horseshoe, with the open end
pointed towards the ocean and a small pool in the middle of the horseshoe. Cable TV with awide selection
of US and Spanish-language channels. Wifi did exist, but was slow in our room. Small filtered water jug
was provided in our room each day and could be re-filled upon request. Air conditioner worked very
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well...our room also had ceiling fans. Floors were tiled, which kept things cooler. Plastic chairs outside each
room if you want to sit outside or lay things out to dry. On-site restaurant (Blue Water Grill) isvery
good...we ate there for breakfast most days and afew times for lunch/dinner. Dinner reservations (at BWG
or elsewhere) seem to be a must during peak vacation times like Christmas week. Hugh Parkey's Belize
Dive Connection is the on-site dive op (more on them later). We used SEA-rious adventures for afull day
catamaran trip to Caye Caulker combined with snorkeling = highly recommended. All in all, we had a great
stay at the Seabreeze = comfortabl e/unpretentious accommodations, great location if you want easy access
to central San Pedro, good on-site restaurant and dive op, friendly staff =1 would definitely recommend the
Seabreeze if you are after practical comfort without the glitz of the ever-expanding selection of condo
resorts.

Hugh Parkey's Belize Dive Connection = my daughter and | used them for 6 dives over 2 days, including a
night dive out at Hol Chan Cut. My wife/son also did a discovery dive with them on day 1. They have a
large, stable boat and a very competent and helpful crew. Our dive guide provided very thorough briefings
and erred on the conservative side...everything felt safe. We enjoyed the diving, although most of the
diving we did (with the exception of Hol Chan) was on the deeper side, starting at 45+feet and ranging from
45-70. Their operation is generaly pretty small, which made for a more intimate experience for us. The boat
had between 4 and 7 divers when we were out with them on a boat that can comfortably handle 12+ divers.
My impression of them was SOLID = nice folks, competent operation, skilled DM and boat crew. They did
not have any specific accommodations for cameras. Boat rides to the dive sites were about 10 minutes from
the dock. 1'd definitely dive with them again.

"Not enough variety in dive sites visited"
Isla Marisol Resort in Out on Glover's Reef sort of, Mar 2015 (Rpt #8272)
by Catherine R. Mack (Email author), DC, US." = Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:
251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
everywhere in Caribbean including Cuba and numerous times to Belize/Also Fiji, Hawaii and Australia's
GBR.
Airport: Placencia Getting There:
DC to Miami (over night in Miami) AM flight to Belize City/quick connection to Placencia then await for
everyone else coming on alater plane.

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: %%  Beginners. W% Valuefor $$: wririr
Dive Operation: %%  Accommodations; %%  Food: % &
Service and Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. calm, currents. Water: 80to 95 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 2 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
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none except we kept going to the same dive sites, all of them very near the island itself. we only went to
another island area once...out of nine days of diving..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. None. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Smal Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
Just the two of us rented one of the two houses which have crashing surf all thetime. Heavenly. Houseis
very, very basic but has aterrific deck and comfortable beds. Very clean athough hot water istricky to get
working. Short walk to meals and to diving. Meals were basic, local food but really well prepared and
delicious. Thereisabar on the dock but usually we bought something there to drink and took it to our deck
(with the crashing surf). Dive staff and boat drivers are very experienced and friendly. Only complaint is
that we kept diving the same sites day after day after day. It could have been because of rough seas or
maybe because there were so few diversthere. At times there were only two couples on the dive boat (and
we were there for ten days) so | think that travelling (and using gasoline) might have been anissue. | have
had much better diving and more diverse sites when staying at Turneffe Reef Resort, which we have done
several times. We wanted something different and closer to some better dive sites and we got something
different, but not in terms of the diversity of dive sites.

----- Other Subscribers’' Comments-----
-------------- By Catherine R. Mack in DC, US at Jun 27, 2015 15:12 EST
| meant Dandriga airport, not Placencia. SOrry about that mistake!
-------------- By Catherine R. Mack in DC, US at Jun 27, 2015 15:12 EST
| meant Dandriga airport, not Placencia. SOrry about that mistake!
-------------- By Catherine R. Mack in DC, US at Jun 27, 2015 15:12 EST
| meant Dandriga airport, not Placencia. SOrry about that mistake!
-------------- By Jill Rainin WA, US at Jun 28, 2015 11:53 EST
How were the no-see-ums? We were there afew years ago and that was our
only problem, especially at the dive dock.
-------------- By Catherine R. Mack in DC, US at Jun 28, 2015 13:04 EST
no problem with no-see-ums. maybe one of the beds had some bugs (i cannot
remember...but i moved to another bed one night when i could not sleep and
i sort of remember having lots of bites) but the bugs were not a problem
for us.

"Back to paridise"

Isla Marisol Resort in Glover's reef, Nov 2015 (Rpt #8593) by Corey Martin (Email author),
ND, US." = Reviewer 4 reports filed. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
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Mexico,Honduras.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
45-60 Min boat ride from Dangrigato Resort.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: %  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; & Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: dd A ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, cloudy, dry. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 75to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:
3 mm. Visibility: 50 to 85 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dive your computer and come back on board with 500 psi.
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: % Small Critters: %ird &
LargeFish: %rdr A Large Pelagics: Wi
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: W%  Subject Matter: Wk x i Boat Facilities: W%
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
| did not have my camera but from other times it was ok.
----- Overall Comments -----
It has been 6 yrs since | was last here to ISla Marisol,so it was great to get back. Eddie Usher isthe
owner/operator of the resort that has been in hisfamily for many years(see past posts)there has been some
changes. Now there is diving added on to the package as before it was all included. Dive masters and
captain where new to me but the cook and maid where the same. They were just getting setup as we where
the first people to start the years diving. There was only 2 couples when we where there so it was all to
ourselves. The diving was great as always. Short 10 min boat ride/dive. Fish were as big as anywhere that |
have seen. There always seem to be lots of life under the water asit isalong way from the mainland. | think
that it is 1 of the best places to dive account no stores, TV's, small groups of people and lots of things to see.
You should giveit atry. I'll be going back again.

"great diving...healthy reefs”
ltza Lodge, Nov 2015 (Rpt #8714) by Lynn Austin (Email author), CA, US. 2 reportsfiled.
Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:
Caribbean Bonaire, FL keys, Hawaii, Cozumel ,.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
Lots of flights to Belize city, but you need to get there by noon to make the small boat ride to Long Caye.
----- Ratings -----

Belize: Land: 67/1.004


http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=8714
http://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=austinla

2016 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

Advanced: k% Beginners: ¥ %  Valuefor $5: i dr ¥
Dive Operation: k% ¥ Accommodations; Wi W Food: iAW
Service and Attitude: i Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: Wi
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas. choppy. Water: 84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 2 mm.
Visibility: 40 to 60 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
60 ft. max on walls, 140 ft. in the blue hole.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins: Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals wrir i Tropical Fish: % %%  Small Critters. Wl
Large Fish: ¥ Large Pelagics: Wi
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: W& Subject Matter: k%W Boat Facilities: W&
Shore Facilities: &
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----
Itza Lodge ison asmall private island. The dives are mainly walls with slow drifts. The Blue Holeisonly a
10 min boat ride so we dove it before breakfast one morning. The staff is very competent, friendly and
accommodating. The food was very good and made to order. The accommodations are "rustic" but
comfortable. Electricity is intermittent and the fresh water is stored rain water...Showers are quick and
unheated. If you'relooking for great Belize diving off the beaten path, ItzaLodgeis for you...bring your
own "night life"

"A gem of a dive vacation resort!"
ITZA Resort in Lighthouse Reef Atoll, Apr 2015 (Rpt #8186 has 1 Helpful Vote)
by Howard Lewis (Email author), CA, US. 2 reportsfiled and. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Channel 1slands, Santa Barbara. Monterey Bay and Northern California, Guadalupe Island, Cozumel.
Belize. Combined Scuba and Free Diving....
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
SFO to DFW. DFW to BZE and return on AA 2 hour boat ride to Itza..

----- Ratings -----

Advanced: YA Beginners: Wrirdr Wi Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; ¥ ¥ Food: #d A
Serviceand Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: Jrird i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
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Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy, no currents. Water: 76 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm.
Visibility: 25 to 50 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
The DM would let you dive after evaluation on your own within limits. The usual 700psi and safety stop
were expected. He did not hover over the advanced divers and let you dive around the plan, but was alert to
the one diver that had some issues. Very pleasant dives with him..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. Squadrons. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: W Tropical Fish: %¥rd A% Small Critters: % ¥ i
LargeFish: WA i Large Pelagics: #rir i

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: % dr¥r ¥ Boat Facilities: ¥ &
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Do you want to see grey Reef Sharks up close? OK! Lots of them, some curious and not shy, others would
just cruise around and observe. Up to 7'-8.

There were more Black, Nassau and Tiger Groupers then you could count from petting distance to 20-25'
away. Almost al the fish on the Guide to Reef Fish except the Puffer and Porcupine. There were 2 Goliath
Groupers seen at adistance. Did not see the resident Hammerhead Shark the DM talked about. In the grass
we saw many Sand Divers. | saw only 1 Black Sea Urchin.

There were Spotted Eagle rays, Stingrays, several nurse sharks, Green seaturtles and 1 Loggerhead turtle,
medium sized Green Moray and Spotted Moray Eels, some of the largest Trumpetfish | have seen. Octopi,
many large Barracudas, schools of Horse Eye and Crevalle Jacks, Plumas, Y ellowtail Snapper, Grey
Snapper, Chub and several schooling fish | did not ID. It got to be a bit overwhelming...

There were many lobster, large crabs. One dive site was called Lion's Den for all the Lion Fish. Large Cero,
Tarpon and maybe a Wahoo would be seen over the edges of reefs. In the shallow reef dives there many
small crabs and tiny shrimp. | saw many almost translucent globes of spawned fish drifting around.

On any of the dives near the Half Moon Monument, a no fishing area, you could see hundreds of live Pink
Conch. | saw 1 live Horse Conch there. On 1 of our 14 dives we saw another group of diverson adive site
in the preserve. On the assents there was only our boat shadowing us. No other boats nearby.

Most of our dives were the 6 of us from Itza and Huracan, 2 Americans, 2 Canadians, 2 Germans and the
DM and boat captain.

Y ou carried your camera on the very short boat trips. After your backward roll over therail, it was handed

over by the boat captain and retrieved by him when you came up. Smaller camera unitswere setin a

saltwater filled bucket by him while you were boarding. Safety line with a buoy were always used because

of the wind and wind caused large chop when you surfaced. Between dives you usually return to the dock

for your down time. Both DM and boat captain were very good with their help and operation of the dives..
----- Overall Comments -----

| first noticed the mosquitos after | was bitten. There was some rain about a week before so the mosquitos
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were out in force. | used a combination of several wipes successfully. If you are sensitive or reactive to their
bites-be warned. Pack carefully and bring what you will need.The closest market is 50-60 miles away. My
wife's 2nd stage failed her after 6 dives so we swapped out with a spare 2nd stage.

If you have amajor medical problem the helicopter comes from Belize City and returns there. JOIN DAN!

| did not snorkel because | did not bring arash guard bottom with the 50spf top. Sun was very strong and a
sunburn would ruin the trip. | used a 50spf Nature's Gate sunscreen for my face and arms and was not
burned while diving.

A small land flashlight and your dive light (s) are needed.

If you are allergic to fish, conch or fresh fruit let the manager know before the trip. We ate alot of that great
food for dinner and lunch. The mango and papaya were great along with the fresh coconut juice, pineapple
and watermelon mixes.

My wife went kayaking on the west side which was out of the wind. We walked around the accessible parts
of theisland one day.

Y ou might bring afish ID slate on the boat. At the lodge they have several and at least on copy of

REEF FISH Identification by Paul Humann and Ned Deloach. Thereisinternet in the dining areabut it is
slow. If you are like me and do not wear watch anymore, remember to bring one! Might even include a
battery or windup alarm clock for short naps.

There was a very strong east wind with blew all day and night. It caused coconutsto fall and several times
we heard the dull noise of Aggressor's motors as the live aboard moved around during the night. Otherwise
it was redlly quiet. There isthe possibility of a"live band" there for entertainment and there might be alot
of cigarette smokers present. There were none while we were there. All we did was dive! With our package
we dove 3 dives aday. Y ou might have adifferent dive boat operator as Itza contracts with several
operators for service to divers.

Y ou will probably dive many of the same places as we did. So enjoy. We want to return and next time bring
our daughter.

If you are thinking of certification please do it before you come. It really wastes your time to get certified in
such a beautiful dive spot.

We brought 3mm shorty suits but only used lycra skins. Bring both just in case. And check the local
weather seasons!

| might bring a small spinning rod to play with the schooling fish off the 2 docks. Some people bring
equipment to hunt Lion Fish.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By Howard Lewisin CA, US at Apr 25, 2015 19:57 EST
Thetitle should read Itza Resort. They used their neighboring resort as
the contract for diving operations for us. Huracan has their own dive boat;
Itza contracts with several companies. We stayed at ITZA. Great place to
stay! We will go back to stay at ITZA.
Huracan is a smaller resort best suited for a small group that wants to
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"Off the Wall Resort, Long Caye, Glover's Reef"

Kendra and Jim Schofield, Mar 2015 (Rpt #8239) by Chuck Edson (Email author), OR, US.
Reviewer 5 reports filed. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Hawaii, Belize x4, Mexico, Palau x2, Wakatobi x2, Australia, RajaAmpat ....
Airport: Dangriga. Getting There:
1 hour boat ride.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: W%  Valuefor $5: ¥  Dive Operation: % ¥
Accommodations: ¥ ¥ Food: #r¥r ¥ Service and Attitude: i dr ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr % Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. surge. Water: 80to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
50 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dive masters were reasonable..

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters; %%  Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

Theresort is short on amenities but long on hospitality and service. Regarding amenities: Thereisno
running water in the cabanas thusit’s awalk to the outhouse. Also, thereisno air conditioning in rooms.
Insects and heat were not a problem during our visit. The cayeisvery narrow and breezes kept things cool
in the evenings and relatively bug-free. There are four outdoor shower stalls that are enclosed and tiled.
The water is solar-heated and usually reasonably warm. The composting outhouse has two rooms that are
some fifteen feet high.

Regarding Service: Jim and Kendra Schofield are very friendly and accommodating. Our dive guide,
Tyrone, was extremely hard-working and attentive. Ilene prepared healthful and tasty meals with limited
food options and she made excellent desserts. Her husband, Mario, the night watchman, is a cribbage
fanatic and welcomes players. The boat driver, Junior, was adroit at making good headway and missing the
biggest swells. One guest, a snorkeler, referred to Off the Wall as “the best summer camp ever.” The
setting is very romantic, with bone fish off shore. The small island is shared with Slip Rock Resort, which
does not offer diving for their guests.

Regarding Diving: Sadly, the coral islargely covered with algal growth due to fertilizer runoff from
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Guatemala and Honduras. Early March 2015 brought unusually high trade winds which resulted in
challenges in reaching some areas and in boarding the dive skiff. The most entertaining aspect of diving
was the dive master spearing lion fish and feeding them to Nurse Sharks, Morey Eels and Groupers —
hopefully to develop their appetites for these intruders.

| believe the snorkelers were very satisfied with their diving as the algal growth seemed to affect deeper
water more.

"Ramon”

Ramon's Village Resort in Ambergris Caye, Oct 2015 (Rpt #8519) by Emily
(Email author), CO, US. 2 reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:
Cozumel, Bonaire, Curacao, Aruba, Honduras, Hawaii, Baja, Puerto Rico.
Airport: Onisland. Getting There:
Houston to Belize City to Ambergris Caye by air or water taxi.

————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: Wk Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: %  Accommodations; ¥ %% Food: AN ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas: cam, choppy, no currents. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:
3 mm. Visibility: 60 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Thereisn't much of aneed for depth restrictions because it isn't that deep..

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. ¥ * X  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: ¥  Subject Matter: ki Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: dd &
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

Ramon's Village is a gorgeous, beautifully maintained tropical resort right on the beach. The staff were dll
extremely friendly and helpful. The restaurant on the premises was very beautiful and the meals were quite
delicious and well presented. Dinner tended to be a bit pricey but, since we didn't get back from diving
until 2 or after, we ate abig lunch and then had a glass of wine and snack later in the evening.It worked well
to stretch the budget. We also walked into town via the beach and enjoyed several meals. The choices are
endless. Asfor the diving, the weather was very windy when we arrived so visibility was quite reduced. A
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few days later, it was very calm so the water became remarkably clear. With aimost 400 dives, we were
very upset when the dive-master called time on the dives at 45 minutes. This happened on a 3-tank trip to an
outer atoll that we paid an extra premium for. Since most of the dives are in 60-80 feet of water, that meant
going up with a half tank of air. This came as a shock, since Ramon's advertises and promotes itself asa
"diveresort" in al the dive magazines and dive travel websites. Believe me I'll be doing my homework
better for future trips. Salvation came in the form of Turiano, a wonderful Mexican dive-master with an
awesome sense of humor, who truly loves diving and was happy to let everyone dive until the tanks were
empty. He and the lovely group of people that were with us for the rest of the week completely saved the
trip. Since, they feed the nurse sharks, thisis the place to see free-swimming sharks and green moray eelson
almost every dive. Editing the GoPro footage was areal challenge.

"St. George,s Caye, Belize"
St. George's Caye Resort in Central America, Apr 2015 (Rpt #8260) by Nick Ferris
(Email author), CO, US.” = Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
[Unspecified] Australia, British Columbia, California, Hawaii, Indonesia, Thailand, Solomon Islands,
Bahamas, Cocos Island, Galapagos, Philippines, Mexico..
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
Go to Houston, then on to Belize City. Caye personnel take you to boat that goes to resort: 1 hour for both.
Can go from Denver to resort in along day..
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ %  Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %w® %%  Accommodations. Wi ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: a ¥
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy, dry. Seas:. choppy, no currents. Water: 80to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 30 to 45 Feset.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified]No restrictions but practical to stay with divemaster/guide as viswas low..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities; ¥ ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None]Few serious u/w photogs. Crew were careful handling cameras. There was alarge bucket of fresh
water for cameras aboard. Ashore there were no particular camera fascilities. Voltage for was 110 v in room
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so recharging batteries was not a problem..

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]Mesals were varied and tasty. The free rum punch was an everyday affair. Waterfront cabana clean,
practical, but dimly lit. Personnel friendly. No kids allowed unless old enough for scuba , kayaks, etc. This
helped a lot with the honeymoons, fishing, snorkeling, socializing, meetings, and relaxing.

The main dive boat," Dreammaker" was half covered, about 38 feet long, and very good for 8 people. It was
powered by a pair of 200 V-6 outboard motors. However, the windy season had started and the long rides to
dive sites were pretty bumpy in the chop and swells. The 40 minute trip to Turneffe Atoll took 2 hours.

Y ears ago in other parts of the Caribbean I'd see grunts and snappers in groups of 4 to 8, but here it was
mostly one at atime. A good variety of fish but not many of them. Eagle rays were seen on almost every
dive. The paucity of common reef fish may have been caused by lion fish. The dive guide would get some
lionfish on a 3-pronged spear and troll it around to see what interest it drew. There were red hinds (grouper),
agreen moray, barracuda, and a nurse shark that showed some degree of interest. Only the barracuda and
moray ate alionfish. Only the moray lives where the lionfish live, so morays would be most likely to prey
on them.

St. George Cayeisnice but it isnot Rgja Ampat. On the other hand, it's only afew hours from Houston.

"Diving Belize from Turneffe Flats Resort"
Turneffe Flats in Turneffe Atole, Apr 2015 (Rpt #8391) by Paula Kamps (Email author),
WI, US.” - Reviewer 6 reports filed. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Maui, Florida Keys, Roatan, Cozumel, St. Croix, St. Lucia, [Unspecified].
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
from Chicago with a stop in Atlanta.

————— Ratings -----

Advanced: %%  Beginners: W%  Valuefor $$ Wi
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: W%  Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 85t0 92 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm. Visibility:
100 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
we needed to follow our DM's dive plan and remain together.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. Wrird i Tropical Fish: ¥ %% ¥ Small Critters: ¥ %
LargeFish: % Large Pelagics. N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].

----- Overall Comments -----
Nice resort, we rented the beach house for the 6 of us. Had a dive boat to ourselves most of thetime. Same
divemaster and capt all week. Nice boat, exemplary service aboard. We would leave after bkfst and have
about 30-45 minrideto adive site. after the dive we'd have snack, dive again, then eat lunch onboard, dive
again, the back to resort by about 2pm. the diving in belize is marvelous! we enjoyed each and every dive.
| used nitrox on every dive. dive master was excellent. most dives were moored and all were guided by
dm. AlsodovetheBlueHole... that was so cool.

Theresort is nice, nothing fancy. has apool to lounge around. it's along crowded boat ride from the
mainland thru some rough ocean. Our only complaint isthat dinner is not served until 7pm and we are not
late eaters. The food was excellent tho.

"Unseasonably Rainy; Better Visibility Under Water"
Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Islands, Nov 2014 (Rpt #8069 has 1 Helpful Vote)
by Hal Shanis (Email author), PA, US." = Reviewer 3 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean, Mexico and Galapagos.
Airport: Belize. Getting There:
Philadelphiato Atlanta and 1.5 hour boat to Turneffe.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: WA Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: N/A Food: ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: #rr#r i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: #dr i
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: rainy. Seas: choppy. Water: 81to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
25 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Second and third dives were limited to 65 feet.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: >2. Whales: None.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %¥% %%  Small Critters: k%
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
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----- Overall Comments -----
We timed our week of diving trip to avoid the rainy season, maximize the water temperature and avoid
holiday crowds. Our plans were effective except for the precipitation, which could be considered wet even
by rainy season standards. Other than rainy continually 5 of the 7 days, the trip was wonderful. This was the
best diving that | remember having experienced in 25 years of semiannual trips to the Caribbean. All dive
sitesfor our 15 dives, excluding the Blue Hole, were within a 10 minute boat ride. The dive masters,
particularly ours, were amazing. The resort was only an hour from the Blue Hole, so we were the second
dive boat of the day to arrive. We quickly descended. Unlike most of those with whom | had spoken with
before | left, i was not disappointed. In fact, on the contrary, this may have been one of the best single dives
of my life. Everyone is so obsessed with the formations of the cave that they forget to ook down at the hole.
All of the pictures seem to look up instead. Maybe we just had unusually great visibility because of
conditions and our early arrival. It seemed like | was floating in clear air, above a midnight blue lake,
surrounded by white coastline. | felt like i was on another planet. On every dive, which averaged about 55
minutes, we saw something interesting about every minute: moray, turtles, sharks, on and on. At the end of
the trip, we each received a personalize printout describing each dive, including dive time, maximum depth
and sightings. Our dive master who grew up in the Turneffe Atoll, enthusiastically pointed out fish and
creatures, dramatically acting out the hand signs representing each on. After she made the sign for drum
fish, wejoined in with signs for other instruments, almost losing our regulators because we were laughing
so hard. The 7 acreisland took me about 15 minutesto leisurely kayak around. Having only 20 or so guests
allowed usto build up very close relationship quite quickly. We ate every meal family style and everyone
was assigned to a specific dive boat. Unfortunately my friend and | are wine and food junkies so the food
did not some close to meeting our high standards, especially since we have never forgot the incredible food
a St. George's Cay's, also off of Belize, where we used to stay before they sold the place. | cannot wait to
return when the weather is nicer, so | can fully appreciate the truly idyllic setting and near perfect diving.

"Good"
Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Atoll &amp; Long Caye, Aug 2015 (Rpt #8466)
by Roger A Soape (Email author), TX, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
French Key (Caicos), Little Cayman, Grand Cayman, Cozumel, Chinchorro Atoll, Dominica, Saba, St.
Vincent.
Airport: Goldson International. Getting There:
Direct flight from Houston (and other) to Belize. Large dive boat ride of 1+ hour to resort..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $5 ki
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; ¥ ¥ Food: #d AW
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: %A A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. cam. Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm. Visibility:
60 to 90 Feet.
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Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth limits were loosely enforced. Experienced divers allowed to dive own profiles (within reason)..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. >2. Whales. None.
Corals: ¥ %  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters %%  LargeFish: %A ¥
L arge Pelagics: ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
One of the few places we make it a point to revisit every couple of years since 1995 or so. Privateisland so
bring your own nightlife. Good for non-divers who snorkel, sail and read. Great food, accommodations,
staff and divemasters.

1 or 2 reef sharks on many of our 14 or so dives. More curious than before, probably due to lion fish
spearing by divemasters. (Same for groupers and snappers.) Spotted eagle rays, green morays, turtles and
southern stingrays on most dives. Corals healthy. Lion fish generally under control at common dive sites
but not so much on lesser-dives sites.  Divers can make a planned lion fish hunt on one afternoon dive
using Hawaiian slings; fun and excellent evening ceviche, to boot.

Day trip with picnic to Blue Hole and Half Moon Caye and Long Caye area not to be missed. We love the
dives at Half Moon and Long Cayes. The prettiest divesin Belize. Everyone should dive the Blue
Hole--once.

Small boats and short rides alow surface intervals at resort. We 2 with another 5 or 6 divers, some of
whom were alittle less experienced than in our prior visits. Thisisrealy not diving for inexperienced asiit
requires back roll entries, physical re-entries, drift dives, etc. Seeit while you can. Big hotel goinginon
Turneffe Atoll and Belize has definitely been discovered.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By Jill Rainin WA, US at Oct 08, 2015 14:31 EST
Whereabouts on the atoll is the big new hotel going in?

"Top-notch Dive Resort"
Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Nov 2015 (Rpt #8644) by Steven P. Smith
(Email author), NY, US." = Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives.
Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean (multiple sites), Pacific Coast of Costa Rica, Hawaii, Truk Lagoon.
Airport: Belize City. Getting There:
Fly into Belize City (multiple carriers). The resort arranges a van from the airport to the dock, and transfer
by boat to theisland..
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Advanced: il h W Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $5: i dr ¥
Dive Operation: k% ¥ Accommodations; WA Food: WA W
Service and Attitude: i Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas. choppy. Water: 83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
None. 1+ hour dives common. Guided drift dives..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1 or. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales:
None. Corals: Wk A% Tropical Fish: A% Small Critters: Wi di
Large Fish: ¥ Large Pelagics: Wi

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wl dr % Subject Matter: #i i
Boat Facilities: %%  ShoreFacilities: % ¥
UWP Comments:
None. Diving is done from small launches without cameratables. | used a Polar Bear brand soft cooler to
transport my camerarig to and from the boat. The boat crew members and divemasters were very familiar
with proper handling of cameras, so there were no issues. No specific facilities are available on land, but the
guest rooms are spacious with several outlets for charging batteries, etc. Bring your own computer to
download photos..
----- Overall Comments -----

Good: Private island enclave with beautiful accommodations. Excellent food. Attentive divemasters, boat
crew, and hospitality staff. Wonderful diving.

Bad: Nothing really. Weekly dive schedule includes 15 dives, which may be inadequate for those expecting
5 dives/day.

Turneffe Isand Resort isareal winner -- concierge diving at its best. The guest rooms are beautifully
constructed and appointed. Meals are served in the dining room by avery attentive staff. The food is
excellent quality, varied, and plentiful. The guest rooms, common areas, and grounds are immacul ately
maintai ned.

Diving is done from small launches, accommodating about a dozen divers each. The dive sites are no more
than 10 minutes from the resort, so surface intervals are back onshore. After a back roll entry, divers
assemble with the divemaster for aleisurely drift dive. Our divemaster, Brad, was one of our all-time
favorites. He kept an eye on everyone, and asked for only the most liberal depth and dive time limits. His
ability to spot interesting marine life was excellent. Brad was very tolerant of underwater photographers,
which | appreciated.

During the week, thereis alonger day trip on the resort's large dive boat to the Blue Hole. It is a dive worth
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doing, at least oncein your life. Two additional dives are offered on that day, as well asapicnic lunch on a
small island.

Of note, we saw a pair of dolphins, several Caribbean reef sharks, 2-3 spotted eagle rays, a couple of nurse
sharks, and multiple white-spotted toadfish (a species unique to Belize).

Other activities offered are snorkeling, deep sea fishing, and ocean kayaking. | went on one snorkeling
expedition, which was well run.

Theresort is active in lionfish control, and there are opportunities for the guests to learn to spear them if
desired. The divemasterstry to interest potential predatorsin broadening their dietsto include lionfish, and
the numbers of free-swimming green morays (at least a dozen during the week) indicates some success.

Overall: Highly recommended.

Liveaboards

"Sun Dancer Il trip, September 2014"
Aggressor Fleet/Sun Dancer Il in Lighthouse Reef, Nov 2014 (Rpt #8265)
by Greg Evancio (Email author), AB, CA. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Australia, Cayman Islands, Socorro Islands.
Airport: Philip W. Goldson International Airport, Belize Clty. Getting There:
Connection via Houston, on United Airlines.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: % Beginners; i Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: ¥ x %  Accommodations: %%  Food: * kA%
Service and Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %%
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy, dry. Seas. choppy, surge, no currents. Water: 26 to 28 °C.
Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility: 10to 20 Meters.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Buddy diving strongly encouraged. Buoyancy evaluation done during Day 1..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. i h % Tropical Fish: ¥ Small Critters: ¥
Large Fish: v Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].

Belize: Liveaboard: 79/1.004


http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=8265



