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Turks and Caicos (23 Reports)

Turks and Caicos Diving Overview:

Thisisland group, south of the Bahamas and north of the Virgins, features awesome walls and clear water.
Provo, the glitzy island, has spectacular beaches, but it's an hour's boat ride to the better diving of South or
West Caicos. Grand Turk isafunky, laid-back island that has awall right offshore and occasional fishy
surprises. Salt Cay has pretty diving and the boats visit Grand Turk's wall. Bring along-sleeved shirt during
the winter; it can get cool in the evenings. The flight to Provo from Miami is alittle over an hour. In
September 2007, Hurricane ke damaged more than 80 percent of the structures on both Grand Turk and
Salt Caye and no reports here were divers visiting after the lke.

Turks and Caicos Seasonal Planner:

During the rainy season, June through November, average monthly rainfall averages about 2.5 inches a
month. The dry season runs from January to May, and the monthly average drops to about 1 inch. Winter
temperatures can drop to 60 but average about 77. Bring ajacket for evenings. I've been diving here in the
winter when the wind was kicking up and it felt chilly. Northers can disrupt the diving periodically.
Summer brings temperatures back up into the 90s. Water temperatures range from alow of 71 in winter to a
high in the low 80s during summer.

Land-Based

Big Blue Unlimited/Barefoot Palms villain Provo, Aug 2014 (Rpt #7702)
by Michael Traylor (Email author), TX, US. * Sr. Reviewer 10 reports filed. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caymans, Fiji, Bonaire, Costa Rica, Sea of Cortez, Galapagos, Palau, Cozumel, St. Croix, €tc..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: ki Valuefor $$: #rir A
Dive Operation: & * %  Accommodations; Wi ¥ ¥ Food: i
Service and Attitude: i Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, cloudy, dry. Seas: calm, no currents. Water: 82to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm.
Visibility: 40 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
Divemaster turns around when someone signals 1/2 Tank; start safety stop w/ 700 psi..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales. None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters %%  LargeFish: %%
L arge Pelagics: ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: ¥  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
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No camerarinse tank on the boat..

----- Overall Comments -----
We rented a house about 200 yds from the beach at the east end- of Provo; fixed our meals there; everything
isvery expensive, including dining and groceries.

Big Blue Unlimited is at the east end marina-a boat trip to West Caicos takes 1 1/2 hours. Most rides
were 20-30 minutes. In 5 days of diving we went to West Caicos, off the Grace Bay beaches, Northwest
Point, and Pine Cay. The largest boat can accommodate 10-12 divers, but the dive deck can get crowded.
Divemasters Lynn, Amanda, and Lizzie took care of our gear, switched tanks, and were very informative
about Provo and the diving. The dives were guided slowly... One day our five person group went out on a
smaller boat w/ outboards. The 2nd dive tanks were stored in lockers and we back-rolled in w/ an exit
ladder between the motors. Very enjoyable.

The coral was in fair condition and there were some small groupers, several small schools of jacks, occ.
turtles, and more reef sharksthan | have seen at all of the other Caribbean sites I've visited combined. The
most frequent critters seen were Flamingo Tongues and crabs; rare stingrays and no spotted eagle rays.

They usually do night dives on Thursdays, but accommodated our group on a Sat. They encourage
keeping one's light off as much as possible for night vision; it was adull dive.

In summary: The diving around Provo istypical for the Caribbean w/ concerns about the coral w/ a
surprising number of reef sharks seen, why?

Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turks, Apr 2014 (Rpt #7581) by Sheri Thomson (Email author),
AB, CA. 2reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 51-100 dives. Where Else Diving:
Cozumel, Saba, Maui, Roatan, Maldives, Taveuni.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ %  Beginners: Wir ki Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: &%  Accommodations; %%  Food: * kAW
Service and Attitude: ddr ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: di ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: ¥

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. choppy. Water: 80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
60 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Nonereally, but | followed Ollie, the Dive Master..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals wrir i Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: Wl
LargeFish: %% %  LargePelagics: % ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
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UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----
Visited Bohio in April, 2014 with my daughter who got open-water certified there. What alovely
experience. Owner's of Bohio, Tom and Ginny and their first class chef, Eurica, and staff, are fabulous.

Y es, accomodations are pretty basic, but we had no complaints. Do agree with other diversthat upstairsis
better (quiter). Thereis anearby store to buy snacks and beers (reasonably priced). The food is fantastic!
You must try Eurica's key lime pie (the best ever), Sunday night burgers (the old fashioned way - so
delicious) Saturday night BBQ with fantabul ous salads and of course, anything deep fried like fish or onion
rings. Ike and Donkey bar is home, the pot-cakes made us feel like we were at home, the donkeys were
aways asurprise, Rose and Dahlia, JC, Jesse, John-Luc and all the staff were lovely, the gorgeous beach,
music, the trade-winds, the beautiful sunsets...and maybe most of al, diving with Ollie, were quite
memorable. Diving was comfortable at about 5-10 minutes from shore off alittle skiff. Read the Island Dive
Guide (available at the dive area) and you'll know which locations to ask for. There was alot of nurse shark
activity at 35 feet, a plethora of garden eels at Black Forest, Hawkeshill Turtles & Green Turtles(big and
beautiful), friendy Nassau Groupers at Coral Garden, burrfish, honey-comb cowfish and scrawled filefish at
the Arches, back to Black Forest where we hit pay-dirt and had an amazing dolphin encounter (really!).
They camein fast at about 35 feet, checked us out from about ten yards away, circled, repeated and then
took off. OMG it was athrill to be looking one right in the eye. | rolled over to see the underbelly as he/she
sped away. (How lucky was my daughter with only 8 dives under her belt to experience this!!!) Good news.
very few lionfish although we did see agiant one. Saw afew firsts on an excellent night dive with Ollie at
the Library...dlipper lobster, star basket and tiger sea cucumber amongst other great sights like huge crabs,
huge banded shrimp, blue crabs and red lobsters and beautiful coral polyps open and ready to dine. It was
great! And on a blood-moon night to boot!!! Very relaxing, and hope to visit again. Thanks Bohio!

"Turks & Caicos review"
Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turk, Jul 2014 (Rpt #8010) by April Anderson (Email author),
CA, US." “ Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Bonaire, Bahamas, Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Dominica, Roatan, Utila, Thailand, Indonesia,
Dumagette, Fiji, etc..
Airport: Provo. e Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners ¥  Valuefor $: ¥,  DiveOperation: ¥k
Accommodations: ¥ %  Food: ¥ %%  Serviceand Attitude: Wi
Environmental Sensitivity: %% Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
60 to 90 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
We stuck together as a group, but stayed down as long as we had an adequate air supply. If someone ran
low Jesse would return to the boat with that person..
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----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: %%
LargeFish: %% %  Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall ratingfor UWP's: %%  Subject Matter: %%  Boat Facilities: Wi ¥
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Therereally isno set-up for photographers. We took care of ours back in our room as surface intervals were
at the resort..
----- Overall Comments -----
Getting to the Caribbean from the West Coast isatrek. A red-eye from Northern Californiato Miami,
Miami to Provo, Provo to Grand Turk arriving by late afternoon. Bohio isright on alovely beach, isa
relatively small resort, which iswhy we chose it. We had afood package that included.breakfast & lunch,
but not dinner. Food is wonderful but pricey. We did go to town one night for dinner, but needed a cab
which adds to the total. Bohio is definitely a gathering spot for locals which posed no issues. Asfar as
diving goes, short boat rides, most we had on a six-pack type boat was seven one day. Most days we had 4
or 6. The captain Jesse was also our Dive Master, which made me a bit uncomfortable at first. Thereis no
cameratable given the size of the boat. The diving was very nice, though there was definite damage to hard
corals at shallow depths from Hurricane Ike. Nice swim throughs, lots so turtles, & one small nurse shark
on our first dive, an octopus on another. We also saw eagle rays on more than one dive. We saw one group
of four near the southern tip of the island. There's also a nice deep dive at the northern end. We did an island
tour one afternoon to the lighthouse & around the island. Otherwise dives were after breakfast & before
lunch. Y ou can add-on an afternoon dive, which we did one day. We a so walked to town one afternoon to
shop.

Bohio Dive Resort in Grand Turk, Aug 2014 (Rpt #7705) by Kathy Minke (Email author),
MD, US. 2 reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean, Australia, Panama, California.
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ Beginners: Wrir dr Wi Valuefor $$: i ¥
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; ¥ & Food: ¥ %
Serviceand Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: Y d i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: %% ¥

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm. Water: 82to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 2 mm. Visibility: 40 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Notify dive master at 1/2 tank; onboard with 500 psi.

----- What | Saw -----
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Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. X  Tropical Fish: ¥% %%  Small Critters: Wk % Large Fish: N/A
Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].

----- Overall Comments -----

We loved Bohio. The set up is completely diver friendly. We met the dive masters the first day, got our gear
straight, and then left it to them. The rental gear was new and in great repair. There was a fresh water rinse
tank for wetsuits, etc. and a convenient space to hang everything. We loved diving with both Jesse and
Ollie; they were both very patient with less experienced divers;, more experienced divers could extend their
dives (with just the 500 psi guideline). The dive sites are very close to shore so short boat rides and the
surface intervals were at the resort. Morning boats left around 9 so no rushing; most dives had 3-6 divers.
Afternoon and night dives could be arranged, but we stuck just to our two morning dives.

Our package included 5 days of two-tank diving with breakfast and lunch included. We were alittle
concerned about this having had bad experiences with all inclusive packages in the past. But the food was
both plentiful and delicious. Y ou do need to be prepared for the cost of dinner and drinks. Entrees were
around $30-40 but, again, really well prepared and tasty. It was the end of the week before we figured out
that we should have saved some fruit from breakfast for the surface interval; nothing was offered at that
time. On the two days when the cruise ships were in, there were aton of people on the beach (some of them
quite surly) but the resort does a good job of keeping chairs, space, and the pool available to hotel guests.
Because the resort only has 16 units, I'm sure they need to cruise ship business to stay afloat. It wasreally
only aminor irritant and the rest of the week the beach was pretty deserted. The staff wasreally friendly and
worked hard to make us comfortable. The rooms were clean and comfortable; we had a fridge, bottled
water, and access to ice. Any minor concerns were attended to promptly.

Our first dive was marked by a serious current but the rest of the week, it was like diving in an aguarium.
Very calm, mostly clear, and relaxed. We saw turtles, large grouper, huge crabs, lobsters, and tons of
colorful juvenile fish. The corals were stunning. The snorkeling from the beach was pretty nice; not aton of
fish but we saw barracuda, flounder, and puffers.

If you want a very relaxed vacation, stress-free diving, and lots of lounging time, thisisthe place. | hope we
have the opportunity to return!

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By CynthiaRoycein CA, US at Sep 14, 2014 21:46 EST
| thought that the cruise ships were only in the south. Do they get taxied
up there to Bohio?
-------------- By Kathy Minkein MD, US at Sep 14, 2014 21:57 EST
Y es, they come in taxis. One ship was ok but the one later in the week was
full of surly, unhappy people who bullied the staff and were NOT having a
good time. Y uck. But, it was a minor inconvenience in an otherwise
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fantastic week.

Bohio Dive Resort/], Sep 2014 (Rpt #7735) by Ann Pennywitt (Email author), FL, US.
Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia, Hawaii, Caribbean.
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ ¥  Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: A x ¥ Accommodations: % kN Food: kN u¥
Service and Attitude: ddr ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: i ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 79to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 1 mm.
Visbility: 60 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Safety stop and dive computer.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1lor 2. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. >2. Whales: None.
Corals #rir ¥ i Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: W d ¥
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: ¥ ¥ Boat Facilities: N/A
Shore Facilities: %rir ¥
UWP Comments:
No boat facilities, when we asked they put a camera bucket on. Many good photo opportunities, DR was
great about pointing these out..
----- Overall Comments -----
Outstanding service, great focus on environmentally sound dive practices. The resort has a dive shop, only
for their guests, it is concierge service. Every morning, gear was waiting on boat. Schedule isrelaxed. Dive
sitesare al close enough that we came back to resort for surface interval, ordered lunch that was served as
soon as we returned from second dive. Afternoon and night dives are by request. All dives on on the wall
and on top of wall. Very healthy soft and hard corals, good fish life. They have al-inclusive packages that
include room, diving and breakfast and lunch, no extra charge for pm and night dives. Resort staff was
wonderful, food was outstanding. Thisis atrue dive resort, nothing else to do on island.if you want adive
focused vacation, surrounded with like minded folks, with great service, thisis the place for you!

Bohio Dive Resort/], Sep 2014 (Rpt #7736) by Ann Pennywitt (Email author), FL, US.
Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience: Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia, Hawaii, Caribbean.
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----- Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ %  Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: A x ¥ Accommodations: kN Food: kAW
Service and Attitude: ddr ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: i ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 79to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 1 mm.
Visbility: 60 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Safety stop and dive computer.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1lor 2. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: >2. Whales: None.
Corals #rir i Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: WA ¥
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: ¥ Boat Facilities: N/A
Shore Facilities: %rir ¥
UWP Comments:
No boat facilities, when we asked they put a camera bucket on. Many good photo opportunities, DR was
great about pointing these out..
----- Overall Comments -----
Outstanding service, great focus on environmentally sound dive practices. The resort has a dive shop, only
for their guests, it is concierge service. Every morning, gear was waiting on boat. Schedule isrelaxed. Dive
sites are all close enough that we came back to resort for surface interval, ordered lunch that was served as
soon as we returned from second dive. Afternoon and night dives are by request. All dives on on the wall
and on top of wall. Very healthy soft and hard corals, good fish life. They have al-inclusive packages that
include room, diving and breakfast and lunch, no extra charge for pm and night dives. Resort staff was
wonderful, food was outstanding. Thisis atrue dive resort, nothing else to do on island.if you want adive
focused vacation, surrounded with like minded folks, with great service, thisis the place for you!

Caicos Adventures/Royal West Indies in Provo, Jul 2014 (Rpt #7674) by craig grube
(Email author), VA, US.# Contributor 18 reports filed. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives.
Where Else Diving:
hawaii, tahiti, belize, little cayman, costarica, florida keys.
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: %%  Beginners Wk  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: % %%  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A
Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr ¥ Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
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Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 83to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 2 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 70 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
First dive max depth 70-80', second dive 60-70'. Dive with DM and turn around when first person has 1500
psi. start safety stop when at 600-700 psi..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. None. Whales. None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters k%  LargeFish: %%k ¥
Large Pelagics: #r¥r ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wi Subject Matter: ¥
Boat Facilities: Wi %% ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
dedicated rinse bucket..
----- Overall Comments -----
Caicos Adventures continues to have one of the best dive boats we have ever been on. Lots of space,
smooth ride, great upper deck for viewing, nice bathroom. We generally had 17-20 divers on board but
never felt too crowded. We were broken into groups of 5-7 divers, but not given the option to buddy dive
away from the DM. We would therefore need to turn around off the wall when the first diver in the group
hit 1500psi. Depending on the dive that could have been at 15 minutes or at 25 minutes. Fortunately, once
the heavy breathers were directed back to the boat, the remaining divers could continue until 600-700 psi.
However, it was a bummer to have to leave the wall early on some dives. We dove exclusively on West
Caicos and had decent viz. Saw at least one reef shark on most dives and usually aturtle each day. We
also saw swimming stingrays usually each day. My son had a close encounter with an approx. 8
hammerhead on one of the days | did not dive. A reasonable amount and variety of fish but seemed like
fewer grouper and fewer large schools than in years past. Usually back to the hotel by 2:45-3:00PM every
day. They also provide a sub sandwich and chips.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By Craig A Wood in PA, US at Jul 24, 2014 09:42 EST
My son and | did 15 dives with Caicos Adventures in 2009. We dived without
the DM on al dives. I'm surprised the policy would have changed, that
would be disappointing, are you sure of this? We had a great time diving
West Caicos and French Cay and generally saw multiple Reef Sharks on most
dives, with a particularly good encounter at Boat Cove. All our dives were
between 60-70 minutes.

-------------- By Craig A Wood in PA, US at Jul 24, 2014 14:19 EST
The Caicos Adventures website states diving without the DM is alowed:

"Beginner divers will get the needed attention and devotion from a
friendly and willing dive-master whom will help you from beginning to end
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(equipment organization and setup, water entry, during dive); while
experienced and advanced divers will get the freedoms they desire from a
knowledgeable dive masters (or they can partner amongst themselves)."

-------------- By craig grubein VA, US at Jul 24, 2014 17:26 EST

Many things in diving have changed since 2009. | have been diving with
Caicos Adventures since 2004. Infact, in April 2014 they let me buddy
dive. Thistime they seemed like they wanted the groups to stay
together.....maybe it was the number of divers on the boat or maybe it was
newer DMs. | can only report what i experienced.

-------------- By Craig A Wood in PA, US at Jul 24, 2014 18:27 EST
Thanks Craig, thisisimportant information. Being able to dive
independently would be important to me, | would confirm with the operator
prior to booking. What else has changed? | see they run their Thursday 3
tanker from their smaller boat, Hercules rather than off Caicos Cat. But,
they do advertise that they run, at least some, drift dives during this
trip.Did you do the 3 tanker during your visit? Anything else changein a
significant way since my visit?

Apppreciatively, Craig

"Good Diving for a Quick Trip"
Dive Provo /Ports of Call in Provo, Sep 2014 (Rpt #8006) by Andrew Anderson
(Email author), MA, US. Dive Experience: 101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:
Cozumel, Cayman Brac, Little Cayman, Grand Cayman, Great Barrier Reef, Roatan, Aitutaki, Bonaire.
Airport: Provo. Getting There:
Direct flight on Jet Blue from JFK (also Boston in season).
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: i Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $5: Wi
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: %% %  Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: drir i Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 77to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 80 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Don't exceed no-decompression limits as shown on dive computer.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters. %%
LargeFish: %rdr i Large Pelagics. Wi
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----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: Wi Subject Matter: ¥ i i
Boat Facilities: Wi W Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Dedicated camera water tub; crew handed cameras to and from divers.

----- Overall Comments -----
Ports of Call isagood hotel for divers. Not luxurious, but a nice pool and right next to Dive Provo with
continental breakfast. A 10 minute walk to the beach. Dive Provo is a well-organized, professional and
friendly operation. Good rental gear. They have boats on both the North side (Grace Bay) and on the South
side. The South side has more challenging and interesting diving (all walls), but it isalong, rough boat ride.
The Grace Bay side isavery short trip, and calmer, but not as challenging. The dive shop dictates the
locations, so | ended up on the same site at Grace Bay twice. Lots of sizeable grouper, puffers, some reef
sharks (not very close), schools of jacks, but surprisingly few reef fish. Perhaps that is due to lionfish; there
isno longer an active program to spear them due to sharks. Many beautiful sponges on the walls of all sizes.
One cool swim-through. A good spot for aquick trip due to direct JetBlue flights.

"Dive Provo - First Rate"
Dive Provo /Ocean Club West in Providenciales, Nov 2014 (Rpt #8019) by Kathleen
(Email author), VA, US. 2 reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean, Thailand, Hawaii, Mexico, Belize, Bali, Florida.
Airport: Providenciales. Getting There:
convenient air service from US.

————— Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: WA Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; i Food: N/A
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas: cam, choppy, no currents. Water: 83to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:
mm. Visibility: 70 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Return to your boat when your air got low or your computer said you were running out of no-deco time.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. None. Whales: None.
Corals: w¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: W%  LargeFish: ¥
Large Pelagics: frir i

----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: Wwlr i Subject Matter: Wi
Boat Facilities: %% ¥ %  ShoreFacilities: %& ¥
UWP Comments:
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There was a large camera table on the boat, separate large water container for cameras. Staff was very
helpful with assisting with equipment..

----- Overall Comments -----
We have gone diving on Provo for many years, but this was our first time diving with Dive Provo. It was a
friendly, very well organized and professional operation. The staff were all very personable but safety
conscious. They picked us up on time and worked hard to find the best dive sites given the water conditions.
The food was the best "dive boat cuisine” we have ever experienced - actually something to look forward
to! People were welcome to go off on their own or tag along with the dive guide. Staff took care of our
equipment after asking our permission to do so.

Flamingo Divers/Club Med Turkoise in Providenciales, May 2014 (Rpt #7640)
by Michele Gray (Email author), MO, US. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Mostly Caribbean, some Hawaii and some Florida.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: A Beginners: WA Valuefor $$: #rir ¥
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: %  Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: drir A i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. cam. Water: 78to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm. Visibility: 5to 10 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
no deco.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ %  Tropical Fish: %A Small Critters: k% &
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
| did not bring my camera on the dive trips, however Flamingo Divers did take pictures every day and
offered these for purchase at a minimal cost afterwards.
----- Overall Comments -----

1st, let me say that staying at Club Med was a disappointment. The resort has gone downhill from where it
used to be. You get what you pay for... we had a great deal on two weeks... that should have given us a
clue. Ohwell. Rumor hasit that the property has been sold and is being short-term leased back, and that's
why no repairs or renovations are being made. Rumor also hasit that it's going to be demolished and a new
high-rise built. It does have a great location on Grace Bay, so thiswouldn't surprise me at all.

2nd, Flamingo Diversis GREAT! | can't recommend them highly enough. Small groups, no "cluster”
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diving. Mickey and Jayne are VERY personable, fun and easy going, yet run atight operation. They would
pick us up at our resort in the morning and bring us to the dock. They stored our gear for us the entire time
and set everything up every morning. We barely had to lift afinger!

And while the dives were "led" by one or the other, it was easy diving. They are very safety conscious and
very environmentally conscious.

Thiswas our second time diving with them - the last time was ten years ago. If we ever go back to T&C,
we will definitely dive with Flamingo again.

"Grand Turk diving still grand!"
Grand Turk Diving in Grand Turk, Nov 2014 (Rpt #7950) by Susan M Fuchs (Email author),
IL, US. 2reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean, Indonesia, Thailand, Palau.
Airport: Grand Turk. Getting There:
Fly vialIntracarribean or Caicos Air from Provo.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: kW Beginners: i dr i Valuefor $$: %rirdr %
Dive Operation: k% ¥ Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: i Environmental Sensitivity: %W
ShoreDiving: %  Snorkeling: i

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
50 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth depending on when wall starts. All dives were 1 hour (used computer).

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales:
None. Corals: Y dr ¥ Tropical Fish: % Small Critters: Wi
LargeFish: %% %  LargePelagics. %%

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

Diving at Grand Turk is still amazing. The walls are in good condition, and go on forever! Lots of tangs,
snapper, grunts, black durgeons, parrotfish, juvenile fish of many varieties and good sized grouper!. The
dive operators have been spearing lionfish for several years, so only saw 3 in during the week. Smitty is still
awesome to dive with. He found an octopus in a conch shell, did spear alionfish-but it was taken off the
spear by agrouper. On 2 dives, the groupers just followed us waiting for food, as they will not hunt lionfish,
but are happy to eat them once you kill them. Saw some giant crabs and lobster on the night dive, and lots of
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bioluminescence in the water (you have to turn off your dive lights). Jason is a new dive instructor working
with Smitty and is great- barely uses air, keeps track of everyone, and finds the dive boat!

Grand Turk runs 6 pack boats: go out for 2 divesin the morning, returning to the beach between dives for
surface interval.

The cruises ships comein amost everyday, but Cockburn town is still very quiet at night. One thing | didn't
Miss- No crowing roosters at sunrise, but there are still wild donkeys around.

Grand Turk Diving Co. Ltd/Oxprey Beach Hotel in Grand Turk, Dec 2013 (Rpt #7531)
by Michadl D Smith (Email author), OK, US.” - Reviewer 3 reports filed. Dive Experience:
251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Caribbean locations. Cozumel, Bahamas, Belize, Bahamas, Exumas, Caymans, Roatan, USVIs, BVIs, Turks
& Caicos. Cocos Islands in the Pacific..
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ i Beginners: ¥  Valuefor $$: %
Dive Operation: A x ¥ Accommodations: kN Food: Wk
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr %
ShoreDiving: * %%  Snorkeling: i

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 78to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
60 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Suggested max depth of 80 feet and a 45 minutes of bottom time. Experienced divers with computers could
dive their own profile and expected to return to the boat with a reasonable amount of air. Most of our dives
were one hour plus..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals frir i Tropical Fish: % %%  Small Critters: k¥
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overdl rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
We are not photographers and there seem to be fewer divers with cameras thistrip. A couple of divers has
small video cameras. There are no rise tanks on the GTD LTD boats, but isrinse facilities at the shop..
----- Overall Comments -----

If thereis better all-around, land based diving in the Caribbean than that to be found on Grand Turk, |
haven't been there yet. Glover's Reef off Belize has larger fish in general, but the total diving experience on
Grand Turk is absolutely top notch in my book. Thiswas our fourth trip to Grand Turk and the third annual
holiday visit in arow. We will probably return for afourth time in December 2014.

Turksand Caicos. Land:  729/793


http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=7531
http://www.undercurrent.org/members/UCnow/IRRAuthorPg.php?username=bubfloyd

2015 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

5 to 10 minute boat rides are the norm for getting to the sites along the seven miles of reef capped wall on
the west shore. We dive with Grand Turk Diving and their boats |oad from the nearby beach with plenty of
assistance from owner Algrove (Smitty) Smith and Dive Masters Jason and Jake. The shop managed our
gear for the whole stay. We rinsed and hung our dive skinsto dry at the shop and kept our masks and finsin
our room. The shop aso has good quality rental equipment. Our normal schedule was two days of diving
and one day off. Divers arrive at the shop between 8:30 and 9:00 AM to get suited up, squared away and
loaded onto the skiffs and head out by 9:15to 9:30 . . . though everything runs on island time. The shop is
very accommodating and service oriented. Chris manages the shop and offers some of her hand made glass
and metal jewelry for sale along with standard dive shop merchandise; sodas, water, and afew bags of
chips, cookies, peanuts etc.

We mostly dove with experience dive travelers, and locals on this stay, with afew less experienced folks
thrown in over our three weeks on theisland. Only an occasiona diver from the cruise ships that make
stops there now. The primary contract for those cruise ship passengers wanting to get in alittle scubais
held by Oasis Divers.

Grand Turk Diving LTD’ s boats are small Carolina skiffs with canvas canopies accommodating a maximum
of eight divers. All of GTDs boats had oxygen, first aid kits, adry box and bottled water. On most dives
there were no more than six divers. In nearly every case the boat is manned only by the Dive Master. The
divers usually assist with the mooring lines and help fellow divers with their equipment. Entry is by
backward roll and return is via athree step stern ladder after handing weights, BC and fins up to the Dive
Master. The boats are left unattended during dives, but with minimal currents, well maintained moorings
and the beach only afew hundred yards away, this shouldn't be a concern to even inexperienced divers.
Surface intervals are taken back on the beach with the second dive heading out between 11:30 and noon.

We stayed at the Osprey Beach Hotel, which is just across a narrow street from the dive shop, so we had no
need for a car or to make arrangements for transportation to the dive shop. The other dive operations some
other accommodations are within a couple of blocks aswell.

Most of the three dozen named dive sites are on moorings. The reef top at the edge of the wall beginsin 20
to 50 feet of water and some of best diving for beginnersis on the reef in the shadow of the boat. The
quality of the corals and spongesis excellent and the fish life abundant. Some sites have sandy bottoms with
numerous cora heads and pentacles, while others are coral gardens. Many of the coral heads are massive
and undercut with ledges and large openings that collect larger reef fish and other critters. | ran onto asix
foot Green Moray on one dive and Smitty spotted a slightly larger Nurse Shark laying in the sand under one
of those ledges on another. Other reef formations include spur and groove, coral mounds and coral hills.

The walls are clad with cora plates, splashed with colors, draped with soft corals and sponges and
decorated with fans and gorgonias. The means of accessing the wall varies from site to site and includes
multiple swim troughs, gaps between coral heads, sand chutes and sandy ski slopes. Most of the wall has
terraces and slopes away into the blue, but the wall at the far south end at "Smitty's" drops spectacularly
straight down and is also called "The Abyss'

Many sites had large schools of Yellow Tails, Blue Tangs and smaller schools of Jacks, Snapper, and
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Atlantic Spade Fish and on one occasion, a school of two dozen Barracuda. The site named "Fish Pond" was
exactly that.

On our first trip in 2001, the site named "The Amphitheater" featured a 40 pound friendly Grouper named
Alex. He would meet divers as they arrived on the site and accompany them on the dive. He enjoyed being
petted, scratched and rubbed and would literally swim under your elbow or nudge a diver to get their
attention. Though Alex has departed the scene, he apparently left behind many offspring, several of which
are now 20 pounds and larger. They populate "Amphitheater”, "The Annex" and afew other sites, and
exhibit the same enjoyment of interacting with divers as Alex did. Grand Turk would be worth diving just
for the fun to be had with these friendly Grouper.

Theisland of Grand Turk is about seven miles long laying north and south and one mile wide. Nearly all
the diving is along the leeward west shore. Quiet, eepy and laid back with alittle action, except when the
cruise shipsarein, pretty much describes atypical day. Fortunately, the cruise ship docks at the far South
end of the small island, whereis along beach lined with afew places to keep those folks busy during their
short stay. However, on cruise ship days, aparade of ATVsor Segways along with afew small buses adds
alittle chaosto the usually quiet streets. Things pick up alittle at night, but everything shuts down around
10:00PM except on Friday and Saturday night when a couple of bars stay open later.

Accommaodations on Grand Turk include Bohio Resort toward the North, Turks Head Hotel, Manta House,
The Salt Raker Inn and afew other one or two unit rentals on Front Street in Cockburn Town then the
Osprey about half way down the west beach followed by some individual houses and small condos further
south. There are also other rentals scattered around the island. There are three or four larger condo projects
in various stages of construction, but who knows if or when those projects will be finished.

Therearen'tany . . . excellent ... restaurants on the island, Osprey's restaurant is about the best available.
The food at Bohio is nothing to write home about either and the service is especialy slow. But, if you arein
no hurry, we hear that the Saturday night Bar B Que is not bad and there is some live music aswell. The
Osprey has aBar B Que on Wednesday and Sunday evenings featuring music by Mitch Rolling, the owner
of Blue Water Divers and alocal favorite. Bar B Que on Grand Turk isreally just their name for agrill cook
out, rather than actual smoked meats. The usual fare includes steaks, fresh fish, lobster, chicken, pork and
other meat selections as available. Sides of peas and rice, slaw, bean salads, green salads and desserts finish
up the menu.

Our room at the Osprey has a small kitchenette, so we bring some food stuffs from home and shop the local
grocery stores as needed. A decent liquor store on West Road within aten minute walk from The Osprey
has a good selection of wine, liquor and beer at reasonable prices. The local beers are Turks Head Lager,
Turks Head Amber and Presidente. All imported from the Dominican Republic.

Also at the south end of the main drag is the Sand-Bar, atypical beach side, fried food, burger place that
keeps somewhat unpredictable hours. The Secret Garden Restaurant and Bar is across the street in the Salt
Raker Inn. The Secret Garden features Reggae Music on Friday by alocal group that includes a guy
playing rhythm with a phillp’s screw driver on asaw. The food istolerable and it'salocal’ s hang out, asis
the Sand-Bar. Erica, owner at the Secret Garden puts together a unique island Christmas tree construction
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each year . . . Heineken bottlesin 2012 and plastic water bottles last year. Two or three other mostly
sandwich eateries are located at the north end of the Cockburn commercial strip.

Dive, eat, nap, followed by a stroll down the main street then dinner on our balcony or in the Osprey's beach
side, open air, linen table cloth, restaurant, filled out most of our diving days. The Osprey's food and
service are good, prices reasonable for anisland, and AnnaMay's Key Lime Pie is not be missed. A few
local dogs wander all the restaurants and the Osprey is no exception. Tinkerbelle is the cute black and white
cat snoozing under achair. There are afew other attractions like the museum and old prison as well as the
light house on the north point to take in as time permits.

Planes from Europe, Canada and the US get you to Providenciales then a half hour hop on Air Turks &
Caicos gets you to Grand Turk. Divers carrying their gear will pay $30 to $50 for that extraluggage in each
directionon AT&C.

The airport on Providencialesis crowed on week days but on Saturday is atotal zoo. The international
departure lounge will be packed wall to wall, standing room only and not much of that. Just finding the right
line for your flight isatotal crap shoot. A littlerelief and an adult beverage can be had up the stairsin the
corner to the Sky Lounge. . . capacity 140 with rows of seats, a bar and some shade. A much needed and
long overdue remodel and addition is underway, but no completion date is available . . . hopefully before the
end of the year.

Oasis Divers/Bohio Resort in Grand Turk, Mar 2014 (Rpt #7533) by Mark Zahorik
(Email author), IL, US.” ~ Reviewer 6 reports filed. Dive Experience: 501-1000 dives.
Where Else Diving:
Lake Michigan, Puerto Rico, Cozumel, Grand Cayman.
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ %  Beginners. W%  Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: ¥ x %  Accommodations: %%  Food: * kA%
Service and Attitude: drdr ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: ¥
ShoreDiving: %%  Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm. Water: 77to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
75 to 120 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dove own profile w/buddy.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. >2. Whales: > 2.
Corals: ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: A%  LargeFish: ¥
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Large Pelagics: %

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Did not dive w/camera.

----- Overall Comments -----

Stayed at the Bohio Resort w/a group of 14 divers from Chicago for aweek long trip. Bohio has 16 very
plain/modest rooms w/bal conies overlooking the beach/ocean. Though the rooms were spartan, the
restaurant & outdoor bar & seating area were a big step up--quite nice actually. Thefood is so good (South
African Chef "Eureka"), that folks from the whole island readily agree that Bohio serves the best food on
Grand Turk. Bohio has adive shop on site, but w/our group of 14, they farmed out the dive portion of the
trip to "Oasis Divers'. Evidently, some issue with Nitrox fills occurred before we got there. 1'm told Nitox
isusually available, though it was not during the week we were there. Oasis put our group on a 30' pontoon
boat that was roomy enough & because the seas were calm all week, there were no issues w/a pontoon boat
on the open sea. The boat would pull up to the beach ~8:45 for a 9:00 departure and return to shore between
divesfor the surface interval--all the dives sites are moored near the wall which isjust ~1 mile offshore.
The longest boat trip was 15 minutes. We had perfect conditions all week: low 80's w/sunny skies & flat
seas. We had abit of anorthern swell on 2 days, but even that didn't produce waves larges than 2'. On
virtually every dive, the sound of whales could be heard underwater. We saw 3 humpbacks on the surface
within 200 yards of the boat, but never saw any underwater. On one dive we saw a pod of ~8 dolphin
(including baby)swim past us just off the edge of the wall ~80". We also saw one reef shark off the wall.
Nurse sharks were spotted on ~half the dives--saw 4 alone on one dive. Also saw turtles on many of the
dives. Overall the coral appeared healthy and the marine life was better than most sites in the Caribbean.
Plenty of mid-sized Nassua Grouper and mid sized snapper were seen on aimost all dives. Did one night
dive that was a bit disappointing. The usual crab/lobster/octopus sitings were sparse--1 would skip it in
hindsight. The areathat we doveisin avery loosely regulated marine preserve. The rub hereisthat fishing
boats are alowed to fish just outside "the wall". Sincethe wall isjust amile offshore, it only allows a
narrow strip of marine preserve--and even that does not appear to be enforced with any rigor. The
divemasters (Craig & Steve) were very helpful and were never in any hurry to hustle the group aong. Most
of the dives were ~hour long (one 75 minutes). Encouragingly, | only spotted ~6 lionfish on the 16 dives|
did. It'slikely more afunction of active culling than an absence of thisinvasive species. | shot two near the
end of adive and chef Eureka cooked them up as tasty appetizers for lunch. Solid Caribbean diving coupled
with good service--1 would go back for sure.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments-----
-------------- By Sheri Thomsonin AB, CA at Mar 21, 2014 23:51 EST
Thanks Mark. Really good to hear. I'm off to Bohio April 3rd with my
daughter who is doing PADI open water cert there. | had thought about a
night dive for myself,but may pass after hearing your comments. Hope we
hear the whales and see afew dolphins too! Saw pods and pods off I1sla
Grandein Brazil afew years ago and swam with some at Anthony's Keysin
Roatan. It's great getting other diver's feedback, much appreciated!

-------------- By Mark Zahorik inIL, US at Mar 24, 2014 10:02 EST
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One more thing: We did a nice afternoon boat excursion to Grace Key where
we were allowed to free-dive for conch in ~14' water. Our guide collected
our ~dozen conch & took us to a nice beach where he demonstrated how to
make a delicious conch ceviche. We then hand-fed all of the scrapsto a
group of sting-rays that forage at the beach. It's a nice afternoon

excursion ~2:00-5:00

Have Fun!

Oasis Divers/Osprey Beach Hotel in Grand Turk, Apr 2014 (Rpt #7571)
by Samuel B Johnson (Email author), NC, US. ©+ Sr. Reviewer 7 reports filed. Dive Experience:
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
95% Caribbean, some California, once North Carolina, once Mediterranean..
----- Ratings -----

Advanced: %  Beginners: W Valuefor $5: W%  Dive Operation: %
Accommodations: %%  Food: %% ¥  Serviceand Attitude: Jr¥r ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: %  ShoreDiving: %  Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 78to °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility: 30 to 50 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
None..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: 1or 2.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: % LargeFish: %%
Large Pelagics: ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: W& Subject Matter: %  Boat Facilities: %
Shore Facilities: %
UWP Comments:
Absolutely nothing on the boat, e.g., no camera bucket, no work area, no safe place to put camera or
equipment. Water bucket for cameras at shop on shore but there was never water in the bucket. Staff did not
seem knowledgeable about UWP..
----- Overall Comments -----
The Grand Turk reefs are in mediocre to poor shape. The trip was an experiment. My conclusion is that the
place is simply not aworthwhile Caribbean dive destination.

With regard to Oasis Divers, the dive operator | patronized, their US contact person (actually the owner)
aswell asthe on-shore staff were all delightful. However, | would not patronize the dive operation again.
First, their primary divemaster, Mackie, is one of the poorest with whom I've ever dealt. His hands and fins
destroyed the reef, and he pointed out nothing of interest. His dive briefings were just that, brief and
worthless. One day we were led by Craig, who was excellent, e.g., he found and pointed out an octopus on a
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day dive(!). One other day we were led by Jason, who is enthusiastic and pleasant but inexperienced, and it
shows, i.e., inadequate briefings and no interesting creatures pointed out, except for one turtle which he
knew to expect at a certain site.

Oasis Divers seems to be geared to serving cruise ship tourists with snorkeling, sailing, beach parties,
segway tours, and | don't know what else. Diving seems to be the poor step-child. Their dive boat isa
motorboat with a small canopy. One wades out to it from the beach and wades back to the beach on return.

If seas are somewhat high, the entry is at a beach near the cruise ship pier, and an Oasis van transports one
to and from the entry and exit beach. The ladder to exit from the water into the boat is small, flimsy and
swings off the vertical to be somewhat under the boat. There is nothing at the gunwale to grab. Exit from the
water is therefore somewhere between awkward and dangerous. One enters the water with a backroll off the
gunwale. Thereis no boat captain other than the divemaster. Don't even think of amenities like a snack after
the dive. The dive sites up and down the west coast of the island are 5 to 15 minute runs from the base, and
one returns to the base for the surface interval.

Apparently Turks and Caicos is a known place for seeing humpback whales in the winter. We did see
whales once at a distance, and Jason raced to try to see them. We went into the water and got a brief glimpse
of them, but despite several other pursuits did not get to see them again.

| was told before the trip that a shore dive was along swim but was possible. That proved not really to be
true. I'm afairly strong swimmer (5 miles aweek), but | was exhausted by the one shore dive to the reef that
| did. Itisonly possible if one swims on the surface out to the reef, which takes 40 to 60 minutes. Even if
one saves some air in order to make part of the return at depth, there will still be an exhausting surface swim
at the end as well.

If oneisdetermined to try the diving at Grand Turk, one should explore Blue Water Divers or Grand Turk
Diving. Both are on the same stretch of Front Street. All seemed to use the same motorboat-from-the-beach
approach, but the other two operations might have better divemasters and possibly better ladders.

The coral seemsto be generally in poor shape, much more dead than alive. The fish populations are small
with few sightings of anything other than the fish Humann & Deloach call "abundant.” Very few critters. |
saw no crabs, no lobsters and one shrimp (Pedersen's). Turtles are fairly common. So are, surprisingly,
Nassau grouper, some of whom clearly have been fed and are therefore attracted to divers. The sharks we
saw were nurse sharks, which are apparently not uncommon.

The Osprey Beach Hotel seemed to be the largest hotel and is on the same stretch of road as the dive
operations. The room was adequate. The AC and fan worked, as did the plumbing. No TV, no WiFi in our
room (athough there was extremely slow WiFi in the restaurant lounge area), no telephone, no radio, no
alarm clock. Most of the staff were extremely pleasant and helpful. (One surly waitperson will hopefully not
stay there long.) The twice aweek barbecue meal is delicious and reasonably priced. Otherwise meal
options along Front Street are pretty much al the same, i.e., fairly limited, acceptable, not too overpriced. In
addition to Osprey's restaurant there is " Secret Garden," the restaurant of the Salt Raker Hotel and, sorry
about this, the "Sand Bar."

Essentially there is no town, certainly nothing in the way of entertainment, night life, or window
shopping.
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"A Lot to Love on Salt Cay"
Salt Cay Divers/Tradewinds Guest Suites in Salt Cay, Mar 2014 (Rpt #7869)
by Sandy Falen (Email author), KS, US. % Sr. Contributor 22 reports filed and. Dive Experience:
Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:
All over the Caribbean, Fiji, Sulawesi, Palau, Kosrage, Costa Rica, Bahamas, Kauai.
Getting There:
Caicos Express from Provo to Salt Cay, 4 days/week.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: Wk  Valuefor $ i
Dive Operation: ¥ %%  Accommodations; ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: ddr A Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 77 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 2 mm. Visibility:
70 to 90 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Come up at 500psi.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: 1or 2.
Corals: ¥ %  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters. %%  LargeFish: %%
Large Pelagics: frir i

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: ¥  Subject Matter: k%  Boat Facilities: N/A
Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----

It'simpossible not to love Salt Cay. Thistiny island is a Caribbean throwback, with 60 residents, a dozen or
so accommaodation options, roaming donkeys, clear water, and decent to very good diving. This was my
third visit, and it was timed for humpback whale season.

Sometimes great diving is amatter of luck and timing, and for this visit, my luck wasn't the best. Very
windy conditions made whale watching areal challenge, although | did enjoy afew sightings on the surface,
along with one short but stellar view of amom and baby humpback resting on the bottom at about 50 feet.

Thewind also kept the diving conditions stirred up, and | thought the fish sightings were the bleakest I'd
ever experienced in Salt Cay. | believe this was a matter of season and conditions, however -- it had been
perfect the previous week, and it was absolutely perfect on the day | flew home -- sometimes it just happens
that way.

Turksand Caicos. Land:  736/793
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Debbie Manos runs a good dive operation, and she cares agreat deal about thisisland, her guests, and the
environment... and it shows.

The dive staff does a great job; they are efficient, knowledgeable, and they don't hover. That'sall | require.
The biggest challenge on Salt Cay was a serious fresh water shortage, although | always had enough in my
room (and | made an effort to conserve). This should be rectified soon with the completion of anew r/o
system currently being installed on the island.

Tradewinds Guest Suites suit me just fine: ssmple, but roomy, cheery, and clean, with a separate living
room, kitchenette or full kitchen, screened porch, aline for drying, an oceanfront view, and the namesake
trade winds that kept my room lusciously cool. There's aso an elevated deck that guests can enjoy for
sunsets or whale spotting, and hammocks for post-dive napping.

| ate most of my meals at Porter's Island Thyme, an oasis of heavenly food (and crazy antics) that will leave
you amazed. It's the center of the action on thistiny island, and after a week there, you'll be part of the
family. | also enjoyed afew meals, including the weekly barbeque, at Debbie's Coral Reef Cafe, next to the
dive shop. The beach location isirresistible, the beer is always cold, and the food is pretty good, too.

I've had better diving than | experienced on thistrip, but I'd be hard pressed to find an island that appeals
more than Salt Cay. | expect to return -- likely for the 2015 humpback season.

Liveaboards

Aggressor Fleet, Jun 2014 (Rpt #7664) by Steven P. Smith (Email author), NY, US.
2 reportsfiled. Dive Experience: 251-500 dives. Wher e Else Diving:
Florida, Cayman Islands, Belize, Roatan, Maui, Truk Lagoon.
————— Ratings -----

Advanced: ¥ ¥ i Beginners: ¥ Valuefor $$: ¥
Dive Operation: W% ¥ Accommodations; Wi W Food: iAW
Service and Attitude: ddr ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: dir ¥k
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
75 to 125 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
We were asked not to dive deeper than 110 feet..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales. None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: %rdrdh ¥ Small Critters: %
Large Fish: % Large Pelagics: #r¥r ¥

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard:  737/793
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