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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I was in Mooloolaba on vacation. It is north of Brisbane on the Sunshine Coast. I had a chance to do a day
of diving, but just about the only opportunity in this area is the wreck of the HMAS Brisbane, a 15 minute
ride from the wharf in Mooloolaba. Scuba World is a very good dive operation - friendly, professional etc.
But the wreck was not worth the cost of about A$200. Visibility was quite poor and there was not a lot of
interesting life to see on my two dives. The dives consisted of swimming around the exterior of the ship and
then the interior. It is not a penetration and is quite safe. Depths to about 85ft. Follow the dive master. This
would not be a destination for dedicated diving, only if you are in the area anyway.

------------------------------------

Liveaboards

"Good diving in the Indian Ocean" 
Great Escape Charter Company in Western Australia, Nov 2014 (Rpt #8027) 
by  Robert & Gayle (Email author), OR, US. Contributor 13 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Australia, Honduras, Belize, Costa Rica, Palau, Truk, Fiji, Tahiti, Red Sea, Indonesia,
Philippines, PNG, Raja Ampat, Solomons.. 
Airport:  Broome. Getting There:  
SYD to PER to BME. No direct flights on Qantas from Sydney to Broome.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
30 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No deco, 60 minute dives.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
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[None]. 
----- Overall Comments -----

The Great Escape is a lovely boat.  We had one of the panorama cabins which are at the bow on the
salon/dive deck level.  There is a small refrigerator in the room.  The TV in the cabin only plays what's on
the TV in the salon, but had a DVD player.  Unfortunately, the DVD selection was sparse.  There are 7
staterooms, so no more than 14 divers on board, plus a crew of 6.  They will do guest's laundry upon
request.  Their office will arrange with a local liquor store to have your liquor purchases delivered on board,
as this is a BYOB boat.  They will pick you up at your hotel in Broome or at the airport, and deliver you to
the boat. Upon return, they will deliver you to the airport or the hotel of your choice.  You should plan to
spend a couple days in Broome, it is a town with an interesting history.  

Rowley Shoals is only dove 3 months out of the year.  It is said that only 400 divers per year visit this
remote area.  The Great Escape had 7-day trips to Rowley Shoals for the first 3 weeks of November.  Their
main business is Kimberley expeditions in the dry season.  (Of the other boat operators, True North had
5-day trips in September; the Odyssey had 7-day trips in October.)  The Rowley Shoals schedules vary,
depending on when the boats leave the Kimberly.  The Great Escape does not have Nitrox.  There are two
rear platforms at water level, but only one has a ladder. Some of the dives were drift dives, usually off the
big boat.  Current on drift dives was usually slight to moderate.  There were some channel 'rides' on the
outgoing tides, both snorkeling and diving. Typically, there were 4 dives per day.  With 3-rung ladders, the
dinghies are not easy to board, particularly if it's choppy.  They used the dinghies for snorkeling and on a
few dives inside the lagoons. Otherwise, they prefer to have you swim back to the boat.  On drift dives, they
bring the big boat to you, after you have swum out from the reef. One dive at Mermaid Atoll was a "blue
hang" to 100 feet with 4 divers hanging off a buoy line, crinkling water bottles and looking for pelagics, but
we didn't see anything.  Late one afternoon, in lieu of a night dive, we had a picnic on Bedwell Island.  The
crew ferried over tables, chairs, food and drink (and guests!) to the beach.  We walked around the island a
bit, but were warned to stay away from the nesting red-tailed tropicbirds.  Each morning there was a
continental breakfast, the first dive, then a breakfast buffet, then dive, eat, dive, night dive, eat.

Overall, communication was not the best.  You have to keep in mind that this is not a dedicated dive boat. 
Briefings were usually oral only, not diagrammed.  Dive times were merely guidelines.  They did have a
check-out/check-in procedure in place.  They continually had trouble dealing with PSI vs. bar; they wanted
us to convert our PSI to bar, but we didn't know how. The food is diverse (we thought it was a little odd
sometimes, but we were the only Americans on board) and it appeared to be well-prepared.  There were 13
guests, of which 2 were snorkelers.  But, even so, the dive deck was overcrowded. The 15-hour run to
Rowley Shoals from Broome was brutal, but only two guests admitted to being seasick.

There were a lot of hard corals and large numbers and/or sizeable schools of the usual suspects:  butterfly
fish, reef sharks, squirrel fish, coral trout, trevally, cod, batfish, sweetlips, Moorish Idols, unicorn fish,
surgeon fish, blue tangs, parrot fish, humphead parrot fish, Christmas Tree worms.  Less prevalent were soft
corals and sea fans.  There were good amounts of anemone fish, giant clams, wrasse, angels, trigger fish,
banner fish, longnose hawkfish.  Occasionally, we saw leopard sharks, octopus, eels, cuttlefish, tuna,
porcupine fish, a flounder, eagle rays.  Other divers reported seeing a hammerhead shark, but we did not see
it.  So, overall, not a lot of big stuff, but still a lot of stuff to see.
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------------------------------------

Mike Ball Dive Expeditions in GBR - Coral Sea, Dec 2013 (Rpt #7481) by  Janice Smith 
(Email author), MI, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Palau, Sulawesi, Cocos, Galapagos, Caribbean. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy, surge. Water:  82 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  60 to 150 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Use computer, Dive with buddy,. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Julie the UW Professional was great.  She took both videos and photos throughout the trip.  She really made
an effort to get around to everyone.  She also provided reef education seminars which were great, on-land
tour.  She taught the PADI UW digital photography class.  As I was the only one in class, I got great help
with camera settings and white balance.  Very helpful class and made a big difference.  In addition, she is a
super person.  Thanks Julie.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I signed up for two back to back trips on MIke Ball for a total 7 day trip.  I booked directly wiht Mike Ball. 
Even with the time difference, the office was very professional and prompt in arranging the trip.  They do a
nice job in helping you with hotel/tour arrangements and provide very detailed planning information.   They
have you drop off your luggage and check in prior to the trip and recommend you meet at a nearby bar for
drinks/dinner for boarding.  This worked out well and all luggage was in your cabin and you got to meet
everyone before.  Mike Ball came and personally met our group. What a nice touch.  The crew was fabulous
from the beggining- professional, courteous, and fun. The boat is well laid out for divers.  Cabins were
decent size and were very clean and well kept.   Boat and dive briefing were very thorough. As winds were
a bit high, we had a rough ride out overnight to the Coral Sea. Water was a bit choppy and vis a bit reduced,
but Captain Pete made sure we got to the best spots.  Day 3 the clouds parted, the wind stopped and we have
150+ vis.  We saw the giant cod, schools of Bump head parrot fish, and of course sharks.  The second part
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of trip we were more on the GBP.  The hard coral at the Acropolis and Steve's Bommie were incredible.  
Wobegon Sharks, large stonefish, wasp fish, and of course lots on anemone fish.  We celebrated both
Christmas eve an d Christmas on the boat.  The chef and staff fixed a great feast on Christmas including
Engligh crackers and a proper pudding.   The last night on the boat we celebrated Christmas.  Capt Pete
played the guitar and we all sang along.  The first mate grilled shrimp on the barbie and kangaroo too. The
food all week was varied and excellent.  Overall it was a fantastic trip because of the diving, guests and the
crew.  It is definitely in my top 3 dive destinations and I look forward to returning.  Many thanks to the
other guests and crew for such a great week.

------------------------------------

Mike Ball Spoilsport in Coral Sea, Aug 2013 (Rpt #7449) by Ellen Johnson  CA, US. 
2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Sulawesi, Yap, Palau, Truk, Roatan, Saba. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No restrictions.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Having been on Aggressors, I anticipated superb accommodations, service and amenities.  Mike Ball's
Spoilsport fell short.  First-class prices for a cabin-class experience. There were upcharges at every
opportunity including soda, seasickness pills & shampoo.  The boat is old & rocky (Agressors seem to
handle the open ocean more smoothly). There is limited opportunity to rinse off and you had to use the same
towel all week. Staff was not reliably there to assist when getting back on the boat. Meals could be spaced
far apart with limited snacks, etc. I would choose another operator.

The diving was excellent with my buddy and I being on our own much of the time. There were superb hard
corals. There were lots of fish (Cod Hole was quite good) -but not as many fish as in Palau, Sulawesi, etc.
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The trip to Osprey reef was not worth the seasickness & lack of sleep. At Osprey reef, there were no
pelagics -just a typical shark feed.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By carl berenson in WA, US  at Mar 05, 2014 01:26 EST
did you do the 7 day trip that involves the long 200 mile boat ride? or the
shorter trip where you fly one way to Lizard Island?

------------------------------------

Mike Ball Spoilsport in GBR, Apr 2014 (Rpt #7589) by John E. Keith (Email author), UT, US. 
Contributor 15 reports filed. Dive Experience:  251-500 dives. Where Else Diving:  

Red Sea, Mexico (Caribbean and Cortez), Honduras, Florida, California, Hawaii. 
----- Ratings ----- 

Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
35 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Ascend at 750 psi.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
2-3 rinse tanks on boat; camera shelves available; computers on-board for downloads.  All in all, well
equipped but once in a while the rinse tanks were pretty crowded.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
As with others who have dived with Mike Ball, we found the experience to be great.  We did the 3-day
fly-dive trip (this was our first liveaboard since Egypt in 1999).  Corals were the best we've seen since the
Red Sea, and there were lots of varied fish and critters.  The big guys at Cod Hole were overly friendly.  We
didn't see a huge number of pelagics - did get to observe a white tip reef shark feeding on a tuna head
(thrown overboard from the boat because of spoilage) and several other reef sharks.  However, this trip
lived up to its advertisements.  Crew and boat were exceptionally helpful and friendly (that seems to be true
all over Australia).  We chose to dive with a DM (we think they know better for what and where to look)
and all three were great. They led us to unusual fish (e.g., Wobbegong sharks; green scorpionfish) and
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spotted many critters (e.g., mating blue flatworms).  Other divers dove their own profile; some took a
Zodiak out and worked their way back to the boat.  The only downer was missing the last afternoon and
evening's dives because of the arrival of Cyclone Ita.  Ita also caused the seas to be pretty rough most of the
trip, but that didn't seem to negatively affect the diving or divers for the most part, due to the crew's
helpfulness and diligence.  Office staff in Cairns was also very helpful.  Good organization, good people,
good trip.

------------------------------------

Mike Ball Spoilsport, Jun 2014 (Rpt #7654) by Richard A. Walters (Email author), TX, US. 
 Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Australia, Red Sea, Fiji, Maldives, Caribbean Islands, Central America, Alaska, Gulf of Mexico, Florida
Keys, Florida East Coast, Bahamas, Italy, Greece, and Columbia.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy, currents. Water:  75 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Buddies, Bottom Time, and Safety Equipment.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  1 or 2. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was my third expedition with Mike Ball.  My first two expeditions were later in the year,
September/October.  I didn't realize that the weather was going to be so rainy, cold and windy during June
and that we would not be able to venture out to Osprey Reef in the Coral Sea.  I was looking forward to the
sea creatures that I had seen at Osprey on past expeditions but the time that we spent with the Dwarf Minke
Whales along the Great Barrier Reef made up for missing Osprey Reef.  This was my first encounter with
the Minke whales and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  I am always amazed at the quality of the crew that Mike Ball
is able to assemble to staff his expeditions.  They are the best and they make each expedition a wonderful
experience.  After diving most of the World, I still consider Mike Ball Expeditions the best choice for
divers.  I brought my 21 year old grandson on this trip and he is a novice diver.  He is eager to dive and I am
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73 years of age.  Even when i chose to sit out dives, the crew made sure that my grandson had a great diving
experience.

------------------------------------

Mike Ball Spoilsport, Aug 2014 (Rpt #7726) by  Dale B Anderson (Email author), MA, US. 
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  rainy. Seas:  calm. Water:  75 to 76 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The diving was pretty good, but I had been expecting better. The corals were in good shape; however, the
sea life wasn't as abundant as I thought it would be based on other reviews. There were a lot of small fish,
but not so much else. I did enjoy time with cuttlefish, but not many other "critters". If you happen to live in
Australia or are there for some other reason and have spare time, then I would nominally recommend going
on this trip. However, I wouldn't recommend going to Australia otherwise for the diving. There's much
better diving in other nearby places.

------------------------------------
"Spoilsport" 

Mike Ball Spoilsport in Great Barrier Reef, Oct 2014 (Rpt #7917) by  Jim Tompkins 
(Email author), NC, US. 2 reports filed. Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Palau,Yap,Chuuck,Carribean,Mexico. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
Dallas/Ft Worth-Sydney-Cairns. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
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Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  . Water:  75 to 77 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  4 mm. Visibility:  60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities: N/A 
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Took the seven day itinerary. The hard corals were in far better shape than in the Carribean and there were a
lot of different reef fish.  The bus from the airport was $10 Aus per person. Taxis were $30 aus for the taxi.
With four of us it was cheaper and faster to take a taxi. You need to eat dinner before you board the boat at
6PM. 

The boat was comfortable. The crew was helpful. The food was average for the liveaboards on which I have
traveled. Coffee, tea, and water were available for free. Soft drinks had to be purchased.

   

Take a converter with multiple sockets if you need to plug in a number of 110 volt US appliances. For some
reason cabin 8 and 12 did not have hot water in the sink. Cabin 7 was reported to have hot water. The holder
above the sink has large openings in the bottom of the side so smaller items kept falling through the slots as
the boat rocked. In cabin 7 one of the bunks had a nice shelf on which to put things. The other bunk did not
have provision to store reading glasses etc. There was adequate storage for clothes and luggage could be
stored under one of the bunks.   If you are subject to sea sickness, take appropriate medications. During the
trip to Osprey Reef several people became sick.

------------------------------------
"Good diving in the Coral Sea" 

Mike Ball Spoilsport in Coral Sea, Oct 2014 (Rpt #8026) by  Robert & Gayle (Email author),
 OR, US. Contributor 13 reports filed. Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Caribbean, Honduras, Belize, Costa Rica, Palau, Truk, Fiji, PNG, Red Sea, Tahiti, Bali, Sulawesi, Solomon
Islands, Raja Ampat, Philippines, Australia. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
LAX to SYD to CNS. 
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----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  77 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No unusual restrictions; no deco, photo pro not allowed to take your picture if you take your regulator out of
your mouth, keep within Nitrox limits.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Mike Ball Dive Expeditions does not pick you up at your hotel.  You make your way to their office some
time during the day to drop off your luggage. It's a "5 minute walk" from Hotel Cairns, but not if you're
lugging all your dive gear!  We took a cab from the hotel, dropped off our bags, then went to a movie and
walked around town until it was time to meet up with the other guests at a local hotel restaurant.  We had
dinner there, then everyone was walked down the pier to board the Spoilsport.  Mike Ball runs a tight ship. 
There are stringent checkout/check in procedures for every dive.  The meals are diverse and well-prepared. 
Room Ten was close to the dive deck, roomy enough.  Storage consisted of 5 drawers and open space under
the double bed.  This boat has the best dive ladders EVER!  With a full complement of divers, the dive deck
is extremely overcrowded.  Dive briefings were complete, with diagrams for every site.  There is the usual
schedule:  light breakfast, dive, full breakfast, dive, lunch, dive, then usually a dusk/night dive before
dinner.  Kerran was the dive coordinator.  He was very conscientious about dive times and good about
communicating in advance when the dive times were going to be, what the dive sites were going to be and
any other scheduling things divers needed to know.  Everything ran like clockwork.  Diving was on Osprey
Reef.  The Snake Pit had sea sakes the size of eels!  There was a shark feed on one dive at the amphitheater
at North Wall.  The last day of diving, at Steve's Bommie and Flare Point, offered some of the most
interesting sea life:  cuttlefish, a stonefish, turtles, eels and sharks.  Mike Ball offers 7-day, 4-day and 3-day
trips, so the '7-dayers' lose morning dives while they offload the '4-dayers' and pick up the '3-dayers' at
Lizard Island airport.  Because of the new group, the '7-dayers' get to dive Cod Hole twice.  There was a
hurricane earlier this year, so there was some rubble, but there were still lots of fish and healthy corals.  At
Goggle Garden, we saw a Solar-Powered Slug, something we had never seen before.  Overall, we saw
turtles, various sharks, some giant clams, eels, a few ray, a manta, stonefish, cuttlefish.  There were plenty
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of the "usual suspects":  batfish, unicorn fish, longnose hawkfish, butterfly fish, coral trout, tangs, blennies,
surgeon fish, parrot fish, etc.  Photo pro gave reef and ecology talks between dives.  There was a photo
contest among the photographers on board.

------------------------------------
"A bit disappointed" 

Spirit of Freedom in Great Barrier Reef,Osprey Reef, Sep 2014 (Rpt #7806) 
by Gary D Simms (Email author), MD, US. Reviewer 5 reports filed. Dive Experience:  
101-250 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Palau,Caymans, Mexico, Roatan, Turks, Jamaica. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
Flew to Sydney, connect to Cairns, flew puddle jumper to Lizard Island. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, surge. Water:  72 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Computers required; 5 minutes safety stops at 15 feet. Each successive duive had to be shallower.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The Boat: we stayed in the one king bed cabin, near the center of the ship below decks; no porthole, but
comfy and pretty roomy. Boat had 20 passengers, filled. Common areas okay but cramped in bad weather.
Food good, but breakfasts very repetitive. Entry directly from rear of boat; VERY safety conscious staff,
rental equipment quite good (computers required, gauges in bars).

Trips: There are trips from Cairns round trip; we elected a shorter version which included a nice flight from
Cairns in a small plane to Lizard Island, with departure on the boat from there. On the way, the pilot spotted
a huge humpback, and circled back so that we could all take a look.

First dive was basically a check out for everyone at #10 Ribbon Reef. The dive was about 55 feet for 45
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minutes, and we were required to demonstrate some safety awareness, including inflating sausages. No
current to speak of, and not much to see either. The GBR in that area showed real signs of trouble -
bleached and dead coral abounded, not much sealife either. We did a 2nd short dive on the same site.
Visibility was 50-75 feet, water temps at 75 degrees - glad to have a 5 mil suit (rented). 

Sailed overnight to Osprey Reef across the Coral Sea. VERY rough crossing, about half the folks got sick
(including me). First dive the next morning was at 7:15 AM, visibility 60-80 feet, water temps still around
75 F. Dove Northen Horn site - a nice wall, but not as good as Little Cayman or Cayman Braq. Sea life
excellent, nice corals. The 2nd dive was a shark feed - this gave me some pause, since feeding sharks kind
of goes against my belief that wild animals should not be fed by humans. They had us sit on the coral
(another problem I had with the procedure) while they lowered a chum barrel. There must have been 40
sharks (white tips, black tips, bull, and a single giant cod who horned in as well) in a real frenzy. We were at
about 85 feet.

The rest of the dives were all drift dives. We stayed pretty close to one of the dive masters at Ospry Soft
Coral Wall and Admiralty for the final 2 dives of the day. Admiralty had a nice cave plus swim throughs.

On the third day, we dove Silver City, spotting lots of sharks, then dove Castles with some great swim
throughs. Feeling a bit water- logged, we skipped the 3rd dive of the day, but did go for the 4th, at False
Entrance - probably tghe best dive of the day (maybe the trip), with outstanding corals, sharks, eels, swim
throughs with max depth of about 65 feet. 

On day 4, we were briefed on what was supposed to be the "best" site at Osprey - Steve's Bommie. Turned
out to be the toughest dive we had. Despite the guidance of the briefer, the current ran opposite of the way
we were told, and it was hard to make progress. After gobbling up air trying to swim against the current (too
busy to see very much) we called it quits and went up, where we bobbed with our sausages for about 10
minutes before getting picked up.

On the last day we dove Century Bay (nice but nothing really special) and Flair Point - where we spotted an
enormous sea turtle. On the last  2 dives, the crew either felt that we didn't need them to guide us, or just
didn't feel like diving, so we were on our own.

In sum, the diving presented more challenge than we anticipated. This was not a trip for inexperienced
divers. We have about 125 dives each,  including some challenges  like hook ins in Palau and some serious
current drift dives, and some of the diving here pressed us to our limits. 

Second and definitely worth noting: they don't talk much about the ocean crossing in their literature or on
the website. They way to Osprey was rough, as I mentioned. Coming back, they fed us dinner at 5:30, told
us to take our meds and get into bed because the crossing was going to be rougher. It was. We were tossed
about seriously for most of the night before arriving back in Cairns the next morning.

For comparison with other live-aboards, this was not as nice as Tropic Dancer in Palau, but was certainly a
worthwhile experience. Caiorns itself is a fairly ordinary beach town, but we rented a car and did some day
trips to the rain forest and along the coast which were really great.
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"Spirit of Freedom - 7 Days" 

Spirit of Freedom, Oct 2014 (Rpt #7994) by  Jayne A Murrill (Email author), NM, US. 
 Dive Experience:  501-1000 dives. Where Else Diving:  
Bali, South Africa, mexico, cayman, Hawaii. 
Airport:  Cairns. Getting There:  
LAX, Brisbane, Cairns. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  75 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Safety sausage, snorkel, radio locator, first dive to 130, after that to 100. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Great photo ops, they help with camera on and off, large rinse tank, lots of charging stations, reference
books galore on board, but the crew knows all the fish.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The boat was great, we had the stateroom downstairs, large king bed, private bathroom, very stable.  Large
dive deck, each diver had a bin for gear, large camera table.  Rented BC, reg, wet suit, all scuba pro.  Took
own computer, mask, fins, booties, snorkel.  Wet suits been used a lot so 5mm was liken to a 3mm.  Water
cold especially after doing 4 or 5 dives a day.  They had lava core for sale so I got one, well worth it.  Next
time, I'll take my own 5mm.  BC and reg rental just fine.  Boat crew was good, very safety conscious.  Good
thing.  Dive on firt half of 7 days Good, but not spectacular, diving Osprey the second half of trip was
fantastic.  The chef was excellent, I was on a low carb diet and she took care of our requests.  Buddy diving
or you could follow the dive master.  Dives 45 to 60 minutes, but after that you were cold and ready to come
up.  Best dive was the shark dive at osprey and the wall of fans on Osprey.  Water was clear, vis was about
50 to 60 ft.  Lots of Whit tips on most dives, the potatoe cods were very friendly.  Had plenty of space for
charging items.  Wifi available most of the time.  Coffee machine in the salon was a big hit and used a lot. 
Crew was energetic, knowledgable, helpful, and friendly.  Next time we'll fly to Lizard Island and only to
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the Opsrey reef.

------------------------------------

Bahamas (19 Reports)

Bahamas Diving Overview: 
Easily accessible from Florida for long weekends. BAHAMAS DIVING VARIES SUBSTANTIALLY
among islands, with pretty reefs (many are affected by algae), decent tropicals, and resorts that feed sharks.
Liveaboards out of Florida take divers to spots with bigger fish and more dramatic seascape. Keep hurricane
season, June through November, in mind; winter weather means low 70F water and sweaters in the evening;
nighttime temperature is in the mid-60s, but can drop into the 50s if winter air blows off the continent.

Bahamas Seasonal Planner: 
	 May through November is summer in the Bahamas. During these months, the most rain falls and
temperatures average about 81. Winter can bring surprisingly cool weather, with averages down about 70.
Northers can disrupt diving during winter months. The islands south of Nassau (such as Great Exuma, San
Salvador, and Long Island) usually manage to stay a degree or two warmer. Easterly trade winds
predominate for most of the year, but there is usually a lee to be found for diving.

Land-Based

Bahama Divers, Oct 2014 (Rpt #7778) by  Diane  NY, US.  Dive Experience:  Over 1000 dives. 
Where Else Diving:  
All over the world.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Divemasters specified depth/time in orientation.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
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