2014 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

water tub available for cameras

did not reguire any service so unable to comment.

----- Overall Comments -----
Debbie is the awesome manager of Tradewinds and the owner/operator of the only dive center. She will
provide anything you request if at al possible. Richard is the captain/divemaster extraordinaire. Hands
down the best we have ever encountered. Y ou will not touch your gear except to dive. We have seen better
reefs but the fish are plentiful and put on shows each dive. 3 dives aday is possible with anight dive if you
wish. Also included is amorning trip to Grand Turks which was great diving. While there, surface interval
isashort walk to alittle store to stock up on fruit and snacks so bring money with you. Read up on Salt Cay
so0 you know the score. Pack snacks not makeup. Enjoy the cows and donkeys.

Relish Debbie and her cooks great cooking and desserts. Meet the Island people. Y ou become part of the
family.

Liveaboards

Aggressor Fleet, Apr 2013 (Rpt #6983) by Bill Schlegel (Email author), MO, US.
Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
Pretty much everywhere..
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: i Beginners: %  Valuefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; & Food: ¥
Serviceand Attitude: Wi Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas: cam, choppy, no currents. Water: 79to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:
3 mm. Visibility: 75to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Back on boat with 500 psi. Have a computer. No planned deco diving. Have a buddy. Max depth based on
Nitrox MOD. Everyone used Nitrox in our group..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins: 1or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles: > 2. Whales. None.
Corals. kX Tropical Fish: %W Small Critters: v
Large Fish: % Large Pelagics: #r¥r ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wk k% Subject Matter: Wi d i
Boat Facilities: ¥ ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Usual cameratable setup for an Aggressor. Compressed air. Rental camera avail and appeared very good
but | didn't rent one..

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard:  773/820
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Have been on this live aboard before, about 5 years ago. Think the coral was actually healthier, sharks were
more frequently but it seemed that small reef critters were present in smaller numbers. Turtles were
frequent. | noted that the itinerary was shorter than last time, | suspect due to fuel prices. Didn't get over to
East Caicos or Grand Turk thistime. 25 divesin 6 days.

The boat was clean with great crew and food was very good. What you expect from alive aboard. Crew
was excellent. | would go back again, but only to be with dive buddies, if our dive club votes to go back.
Very easy to get there from USA. Have to comment that I'm somewhat of a"jaded” diver. Definitely
recommend however.

Aggressor Fleet in Providenciales, Jul 2013 (Rpt #7090) by David Schwab (Email author),
AE, US. Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:

Belize, Cayman Islands, Florida, North Carolina, Missouri, England, Scotland, Norway, Germany, France,
Italy, Spain, Malta, Maldives, Hawaii.

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: i Beginners: ¥ Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: W% Accommodations: ¥ ¥ Food: ¥rrdr N
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr &
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. cam. Water: 26to 28 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
15to 25 Meters.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth limits.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1[I0r. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: >[IIMIR. Whales:
None. Corals: w %%  Tropical Fish: ¥ %%  Small Critters; %%
LargeFish: %% %  LargePelagics. %%
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: ¥ Wi Subject Matter: #i i
Boat Facilities: Hr¥r ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
First class cameratable, lots of room, respected by other divers; wash tank.
----- Overall Comments -----
Usual first class dive trip with Aggressor Fleet. Food and accommodations were excellent; crew was very
professiona . . . and always there providing service when needed. Five dives per day; diving from the
mother ship at avariety of sites.

Aggressor Fleet, Nov 2013 (Rpt #7434) by Elisabeth Sykes NM, US. Dive Experience:
501-1000. Where else diving:
Indonesia, Great Barrier Reef, Maldives, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Bahamas, Cayman Islands, Sea of Cortez,

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard:  774/820
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Hawaii, Florida Keys, Cozumel, etc..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: Wk &k  Valuefor $& w ¥  Dive Operation: N/A
Accommodations: ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: ¥ d i Service and Attitude: ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: Jrir A i Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: no currents. Water: 81 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
20 to 80 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
110 foot depth limit. However, if you discussed this with the Captain, this could be exceeded. However,
there was no need to dive deeper. No diving after drinking on the day one drank..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. None. Whales:
None. Corals: %  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: %%  LargeFish: %
Large Pelagics: ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wk % Subject Matter: Wrirdr i
Boat Facilities: W% %% Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
A separate, dry table is available to photographers, as well as a separate room for charging batteries. A
computer is available in the salon to download photographs, if one does not have their own..
----- Overall Comments -----
We dove the Turks & Caicos aboard the Turks & Caicos Aggressor |1 in July 2010 and were impressed with
the crew, room, food, and diving. We expected a high quality experience and the boat, crew, room, and
food were again first rate.

The bad: we noticed fewer numbers of tropical fish compared to our prior trip, decreased visibility, and did
not see any turtlesthistime. We dove some of the same dive sites we dove in 2010 and compared our notes
from our divelogs. Our subjective feeling was validated by comparing the current experience to our notes
from our 2010 dives. The visibility was noticeably worse, the water often appeared chalky, and the reefs
were covered with awhite powdery substance. We suspect this may be due to eutrophication - where runoff
of phosphates and nitrates into the water promotes the growth of algae and bad sponges which eat the coral.

While the crew and boat were top notch, we felt the diving was average compared to the other places we
have dove. Clearly, the diving isnot as good asit wasin 2010.

Elisabeth Sykes & Vick Thomas

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer Il in T&amp;C, Mayaguana, Jul 2013 (Rpt #7052)
by Jeanne & Bill Downey (Email author), PA, US. Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
Bahamas, Caribbean, Indonesia, Cocos, Guadalupe, Micronesia, Tahiti, BC, Malaysia, Fiji, Socorro,

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard:  775/820
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Philippines, etc..
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: WA Valuefor $$: #rir A
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations: ¥ A A ¥ Food: WA
Serviceand Attitude: Wi i Environmental Sensitivity: dd A ¥
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas: choppy, no currents. Water: 83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:
5 mm. Visbility: 50 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
110’ on Nitrox, 60 minutes.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals. ¥ %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: % LargeFish: %¥
Large Pelagics: wrir i
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Wk % Subject Matter: Wi di
Boat Facilities: Wi W Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
One shelf camera table, but out in open on back of boat. Charging station in the same place. Would not
recommend leaving camera housings open more than a few minutes. Large separate rinsing area..
----- Overall Comments -----
Eighteen divers headed to Providenciales looking for adventure in new places. After arriving in Provo and
boarding the Turks & Caicos Explorer I, we headed toward Mayaguana in the southern Bahamas, after
being warned that winds were rising and we would have to endure a bumpy ride coming back to Provo in a
few days. It was a bit lumpy during the overnight ride to Mayaguana, but other than the lack of sleep and a
couple seasick passengers, we arrived safe and sound. The diving there was lush, with 6 foot and more coral
heads and healthy soft corals. We saw lionfish, even though over 600 were taken during a scientific study
trip a couple weeks earlier. There were a couple of sharks, including a hammerhead, and some turtles and
rays. The swim-throughs leading from the sandy areas out to the blue drop-offs were fun. We saw a decent
number of fish, although not a wide variety. Midway into the second day, we moved to the west end due to
wind and spotted a nice eagle ray swimming along the wall, a frogfish, and a sleeping nurse shark. Overall,
I enjoyed the diving at Mayaguana, with the combination of deeper walls and sandy areas giving a nice
variety. The only dive I didn’t like was Betsie’s Bum, with a more gradual slope, algae everywhere, and too
much current; that dive was cut short. I would have liked to dive the south side more, but unfortunately we
had to leave due to wind conditions. The overnight ride back was definitely interesting, with a few of the
people in the bow cabins actually being launched out of their beds by the waves.

The T&C Explorer II is a very comfortable boat when not being bounced around by 12’ seas. Even the three
below-deck bunkbed rooms had enough storage space. There was plenty of room for everyone to hang out
in the salon and on the dive deck. Wetsuits were hung in the middle of the dive deck; the heat from the
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compressor below almost dried them between dives. Food was good to great, and there was plenty of it,
along with some between-snacks, and cookies and fruit were always available. Chef Stan, on board for over
20 years, did an amazing job, and was also good at providing meals for those with specia dietary needs.

The crew was one of the most well-integrated I’ ve ever experienced and ran the boat like awell-oiled
machine. They were always cheerful and ready to help out where needed. There was a dive guide on every
dive and we were welcome to follow him/her, or dive on our own. We had one certified solo diver who was
able to go off entirely on his own. There was no problem if we went over the hour limit by afew minutes
(mostly due to the wait for the boat to swing back), and we didn’'t have to be glued to our buddy.

Back at West Caicos, | noticed a greater variety of fish life, but much less soft coral. We saw several large
lobsters and crabs, even during the day. | didn’t do any night dives; those who did generaly liked them. We
had some great shark interaction along the wall and in the sandy area under the boat. We saw one
impressive-looking green moray eel hanging out under aledge. There were flamingo tongue trees
everywhere and it was fun watching the stingrays and their fishy escorts while doing safety stops. Safety
stops tended to be long because there was stuff to look at and it took up to seven minutes for the boat to
swing back to the “bus stop”. Riding the hang lines was fun, and afew of us hung onto the rudders, also
fun. Walking upside down on the boat bottom was a bit more challenging, and many of us wrote our names
on the bottom of the boat, all to be erased the next time they scrub.

All-in-all, it was a highly successful trip; I'm glad we went to Mayaguana, in spite of the rough crossings,
but I’'m also glad we ended up back in T& C—it was a nice combination trip. The boat was great, the crew
was excellent, and we' |l be back someday, probably on their regular Bahamas route.

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer Il, Sep 2013 (Rpt #7362) by Deborah Gregory AR, US.
Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Bahamas, Cozumel, Florida, CostaRica, British Virgin Islands, Bay Islands, Belize, Socorro, Sea of Cortez.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: il h W Beginners: i dr i Valuefor $$: %rirdr i
Dive Operation: W% ¥ Accommodations; WA Food: WA Wi
Service and Attitude: i Environmental Sensitivity: %W
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility: 50 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?. yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
be back no longer than 60 minutes - 500 psi.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1or 2. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: #rir i Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: Wi
Large Fish: ¥ d i Large Pelagics: ¥ ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's: Wk h %% Subject Matter: Wi dr ki
Boat Facilities: ¥ ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
separate table and rinse bucket for cameras, crew handled with care, you could bail off with you camera or
crew would hand it down to you..

----- Overall Comments -----
Very good caribbean diving, Coral in good shape. Seas were calm and flat. Good sealife including sharks
(almost every dive), turtles, one pod of dolphins, one eagle ray, lots of your typical caribbean fish. Most
walls start at 50 feet so while we found the diving to be easy for the experienced, beginners need to watch
depth/deco limits - it was mentioned that getting bent was not an irregular occurance. Crew was well trained
when this problem arose with afellow passenger. Crew was very personable, fun and professional. Y ou
wanted to hang out with them and they all seemed to enjoy their job. Boat was very comfortable. L ots of
space and common areas to hang out in - never felt crowded. Cabin was very nice. Food was very good -
same chef (Stan) has been on board for years. Captain gave one of the best briefings we have had on a
liveaboard and even grilled steaks one night for us. Most passengers were making arepeat trip and we
would be happy to repeat this trip. Enough to see to keep the experienced happy but easy enough for the
beginners. We felt like it was some of the best caribbean diving on one of the more comfortable liveaboards
with one of the nicest crews.

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer Il, Oct 2013 (Rpt #7217) by Diane Nash (Email author),
VA, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Tortola, Grand Cayman, Utila, Roatan, Turks & Caicos, Belize, Bermuda, Bahama, Venezuela, Honduras.
————— Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ %  Beginners ¥  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: Wk x % ¥ Accommodations; Wi W Food: A%
Service and Attitude: ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: drdrdr i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. . Water: 82to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
75 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
depth on nitrox 110, no deco diving, return with 500 psi.
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins. Schools. Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. ¥ K  Tropical Fish: %X Small Critters: %W
LargeFish: %%  LargePelagics k¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
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----- Overall Comments -----
What a great trip! Thiswas not our first time diving with Explorer Ventures and we have never been
disappointed on any trip. Y ou can expect the same service on all the boats of Explorer Ventures. The crews
are all happy and more than willing to serve the guests. Such where the crew on board T& C Explorer.
Casey, Simon, Martin, Mark, Stan the Man,who has been cooking on live-aboards for over 20+ years and
last but not least Capt. JF, whom we have know for many years. There were 18 guests and each of us were
taken care of asif we were the only ones on board.

Y ou are greeted each morning with a smile and, "what would you like for breakfast?' Then, off to diving. It
was a good week for diving. Nice weather for the end of Oct. We dove Northwest Point, West Caicos and
French Cay. The diving was great. We saw pretty much everything except eagle wrays. Big things, little
things and things in between. It was good not seeing many lion fish. The walls were beautiful and sheer and
full of life.

The only negatives were an unpleasant odor that hung around in the cabins for the first part of the week and
then disappeared and secondly, deck towels need to be replaced with ones a little bit thicker.

Positives; tanks topped out at 3000+ psi, filled quickly at end of each dive, divemaster in water at al times
to lead those that want a guided tour or need a buddy.

Turks & Caicos Aggressor I, Jun 2013 (Rpt #7044) by Deborah W Campbell (Email author),
MD, US. Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
Caribbean, Florida

----- Ratings -----
Advanced: A Beginners: wdr %%  Valuefor $5 Wi
Dive Operation: %% %% ¥ Accommodations; ¥ & Food: ¥ %
Serviceand Attitude: Wl i Environmental Sensitivity: Jrird i
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy. Water: 78 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
60 to 80 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Observe max depth for nitrox mix; return with 500 psi; max depth and dive time recorded by crewmember
after dive.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins. None. Whale Sharks. None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals. %%  Tropical Fish: %¥% %%  Small Critters: k%
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: W dr Wi Subject Matter: #d i
Boat Facilities: Hr¥r ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard:  779/820
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Crew was exceptionally careful handling cameras. Large cameratable, battery charging area and camera
rinse tank..
----- Overall Comments -----

Second trip on Turks & Caicos Aggressor |l did not disappoint. Friendly, professional crew under the
skilled direction of Capt. Amanda. Amazing meals from Chef Dave. Reefs appeared to have more algae
than 3 years ago; however, there were not as many lionfish as we expected to see (compared with other
areas.) Weather conditions prevented going to French Cay, but we enjoyed very good diving at Grace Bay,
Northwest Point and West Caicos. Highly recommend doing this trip and will probably go with them again.
However, due to the chaos at the airport on Saturdays, would most likely extend stay on island for afew
days and depart on aweekday.

The Continental USA (29 Reports)

The Continental USA Diving Overview:

Californias coastal waters can be divided into two distinct regions. North of Pt. Conception (a hundred-mile
drive from L.A.), temperatures drop into the low 50s above the thermocline, visibility ranges from 10 to 60
feet, and animals closely resemble those of Puget Sound and British Columbia. Shore diving in thisregion
requires surf entry, and each year unskilled divers are killed trying to enter or exit. Abalone are allowed
only to free divers.... South of Pt. Conception, surface temperatures may reach the 70s in summer, though
temperatures below the thermocline remain in the low 50s year-round with visibility ranging from 20 100
feet. Animals and plants in this region resemble those in northern Mexico. There's beautiful kelp and good
fish life around the Channel 1slands, which are accessible by boat from Santa Barbara and Los Angeles....
The best time of year for diving isin late summer or early fall, when plankton blooms cease and winter
storms have yet to begin.... A 1/4" wetsuit or adrysuit is needed everywhere in California regardliess of the
season.... There'sroughly one great white shark attack annually north of Monterey; free divers are most at
risk, followed by surfers and scuba divers....

Land-Based
Amy Slate's Amoray Dive Resort in Key Largo, Jun 2013 (Rpt #7194) by Paul Selden
MI, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Bonaire, West Palm Beach, Vancouver Island, California, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Galapagos, Cozumel,
Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Utila, Roatan, Andros, Belize, Playa del Carmen, Ceynotes-Akumal,
Dominica, Holbox.
----- Ratings -----
Advanced: ¥ %  Beginners Wk k  Valuefor $$: i
Dive Operation: %w® %%  Accommodations. Wi ¥ ¥ Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: N/A Environmental Sensitivity: #d %% Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy. Seas: choppy, surge, currents, no currents. Water: 78to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:
5 mm. Visbility: 10 to 65 Feet.

The Continental USA: Land:  780/820





