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Dive operation a little disconnected in arranging for timely pick up and drop off. Schedule was not known
enough before hand to make some reasonable plans for staying on the boat or getting off. 

Had a great time overall.

High Tide Water Sports/The Sandpiper in West coast, Nov 2013 (Rpt #7240) 
by  Ernest A Krumbein (Email author), IN, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
All over the world.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No limits. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish: N/A Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
Reefs are healthy but no branching corals. Most fish are rather small but there are Green & Hawksbill
turtle(s) on every dive. This was my 15 trip to Barbados and I will again return. Lots of activities for
non-divers.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
If you are into wreck diving the SS Stavronikita is really starting to fall apart. Too bad because 30-some
years ago when she was first sunk there was lots of penetration allowed. Now none.

Belize (21 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview: 
Inside the world's second-largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. GOOD
DIVING IN BELIZE IS REACHABLE FROM LIVE ABOARDS OR FROM RESORTS on the offshore
cayes. The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting
but disappointing to many experienced divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip,
take a couple days to visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour
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fl ight from Houston. Belize lies in the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits.

Belize Seasonal Planner: 
	The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June, when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit in 1931, 1961, and 1978. During winter months (mainly December, January, and
February), Belize is also subject to northers that blow down and disrupt diving for several days. Water
temperature may dip as low as the 70s in the winter and reach as high as 85 in the summer.

Land-Based
Amigos Del Mar/Captain Morgan in ambergris Caye, Apr 2013 (Rpt #6949) 
by  Eldon Okazaki  CA, US. Dive Experience:  Over 1000. Where else diving:  
SE asia, Palau, Hawaii, Mexico, caribbean, california, Florida, etc.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  Dive Operation:  
Accommodations:  Food:  Service and Attitude:  
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  77 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified] stay in group; follow DM. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
amigos del mar had lg. bucket for cameras; and bucket for masks. 

----- Overall Comments -----
5 days of mod./ high winds; so seas were rough;  2 divers got sea sickness; so they did only 1 dives; DM
Juan speared lionfish and fed a trigger fish and a nurse shark; lots of nurse sharks and 1 black tip reef shark;
DM also hugged a nurse shark.

not much coral; lots of sand and brown stuff;  but, DM and boat captain (Samir) were good and polite;  I
only did 2 dives  that week-- poor viz., lack of fishes and coral and rough seas.

Weather was good, no rain so far and cooling winds prevented bugs from accumulating;  high food costs at
resorts.  Other trips to Belize were good but down south.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Kate Bolinger in Bend, US  at Apr 19, 2013 14:54 EST
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Really! A DM hugging a nurse shark!  What happened to the "no
touch" rule?  I think this is a poor example all around. I also think
deliberately feeding lionfish to other marine life is not a good idea. It
just helps other fish to become less cautious of spearfishing divers. We
divers need to be observers and not participants in my opinion.

Avadon Divers in Placencia, Mar 2013 (Rpt #7152) by Virginia Labelle (Email author),
 YT, CA. Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Thailand (Koh Tao, Koh Lanta, Phuket, Andaman/Similians), Mexico (Puerto Vallarta, Puerto Morelos),
Cuba, Canada (Yukon), Belize (Caye Caulker/San Pedro, Placencia). 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A 
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I was delighted to have the opportunity to dive for about six weeks (50+ dives) with Avadon Divers in
Placencia.  The operation is first-class, with a Newton 46 as the main dive boat and the owners, Anne-Marie
and Philip, hands-on working every day in the operation.  Avadon arranges pick-ups up and down the
Placencia peninsula, so no worries about getting to the dive boat in the morning.  Their rental gear is good
quality and well-maintained.  Their Belizean dive guides, DM's and instructors, are professional, friendly,
FUN, and extremely knowledgeable about local areas!  Snorkellers and UW photographers were also
well-taken-care of.  Great food, too!  And I was able to complete my DM training with them - thanks,
Arthur!
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The dive conditions were excellent.  Viz was very good:  lots of corals, tropical fish (all sizes), sponges -
and for people looking for the bigger stuff, more turtles (hawksbill and loggerhead mostly, but one
leatherback!) and more eagle rays than you could count.  We were too early for the whale sharks but did see
a hammerhead and lots of moray eels, lobsters, groupers, etc. etc.

Placencia is an easy and relaxed place to stay.  Great range of affordable accommodation (Avadon helped
with that as well), excellent food (check out Pirate's Grill and Dawn's Grill'n'Go)...renting bikes here is a
nice way to spend non-diving time by heading up the peninsula.  Swimming beaches here are lovely!

The only downside?  45 minutes to an hour to get to most dive sites on the boat...but it's worth it!  We will
definitely be back, and definitely diving with Avadon!  Particularly interested in doing their " Belize Atolls
Adventure" 7-night package which includes three nights on Long Caye!

Avalon/Chabil Mar in Placentia, May 2013 (Rpt #7145) by Catherine R. Mack (Email author),
 DC, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
all over caribbean. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Well, we did one day of whale shark diving and you go with the group. Otherwise, on the regular dives you
could go on your own or with a group.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  > 2. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
First of all, Avalon Divers is fabulous.  Anne Marie and her brother (boat captain whose name I forget) are
the BEST.  If you go during Whale Shark time, then they use their regular dive masters (who are first rate!)
to do only whale shark dives (which cost a little extra).  They bring in locals from Belize City to work the
regular dives but they seemed to know the reefs well and were wonderfully helpful.  I cannot say enough
good things about Avalon Divers.  I would go back again outside of Whale Shark time (one week each
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month during the "season" in the Spring) just to do a little diving again with the regular guys, who really
were knowledgeable.  The boat rides for all the dives are LONG.  We left Chabil Mar around 6 many
mornings and didnt get back until around 6 or 7.  Thus we ordered food from Chabil Mar, which wasnt
terrible but wasnt terrific either.  Boat rides are typically one-two hours or more each way. Take a BOOK.  I
got a little tired of the rides but the boat is comfortable.  They provide snacks and lunch, all of which were
healthy and good. Chabil Mar was absolutely beautiful.  I would definitely stay there again.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By James B. Rogers in Silverdale, US  at Sep 20, 2013 18:30 EST
So if you can't say enough good why all the one stars. One star indicates
to me that they really stunk.
--------------By James B. Rogers in Silverdale, US  at Sep 20, 2013 18:30 EST
So if you can't say enough good why all the one stars. One star indicates
to me that they really stunk.
--------------By Catherine R. Mack in Washington, US  at Sep 21, 2013 07:34 EST
I meant TOP NOTCH so if I need to amend my report, please let me know how. 
I don't write these reviews often so I need change it.  It should be FOUR
STARS except I don't do photography so have nothing to say about that.

Blackbird Resort in Turneffe Atoll, Apr 2013 (Rpt #7070) by  Mary Jane Wagner  MI, US. 
Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Bonaire, Little Cayman, Cayman Brac, Roatan, Cozumel, Grand Turk, Fiji, Australia, Palau, Truk, Hawaii. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  82 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
 mm. Visibility:  75 to 125 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
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Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Good diving, for the Caribbean. We saw lots of turtles, including quite a few loggerheads. Unfortunately,
like the rest of the Caribbean, many lionfish. At happy hour, the lionfish fingers were delicious! The staff
was very friendly and accommodating and management was eager to please. The resort is for people who
want to get away - no town, nightlife, etc.  

----- Other Subscribers' Comments----- 
--------------By Chrys Martin in Portland, US  at Sep 22, 2013 23:27 EST
we were there in April 2012 and the operation was a mess. new management
who were too lose and unorganized. old time dive masters (2) were good, but
 rest of staff untrained and manager's wife should never lead a dive!
wonderful rooms and location and pretty good food. I hope they get the
operation under control.
--------------By  Mary Jane Wagner in Bay City, US  at Sep 23, 2013 15:55 EST
Apparently there is has been another change in management, since everything
was running very smoothly when we were there in April 2013. Manager Paul
welcomed our input. Divemasters, boat crews and wait staff were very
competent and helpful. Based on our experience, we definitely recommend
Blackbird Caye.

Chuck & Robbies in Ambergris Caye, Dec 2012 (Rpt #6842) by Alan Pittman 
(Email author), CO, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Caribbean Mexico, Baja, Honduras, Bonaire, Curacao, Cayman Brac, US/ BVI, Puerto Rico, Florida,
Hawaii, Philippines. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A Service and Attitude: N/A 
Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
1st dive: 80ft, 2nd dive: 55 to 70ft. The profiles were mostly square so heavier breathers ascended early but
everyone ascends around 50 min. Nitrox was available but everyone was using air during my week's stay.. 

Belize: Land: 
    59/820

http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=6842


2014 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or

						. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  >

							2. 
Whales:  None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There was a designated bucket for cameras. Boat returns to dive shop during surface interval and chairs and
picnic table are available on the dock. Smaller boats are used so there are no tables, etc. available for
cameras on the boat.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
     We stayed at a 2 bedroom VRBO condo at Oasis del Caribe. The condo had access to an unheated
pool(yes, it was "refreshing"). It also had a full kitchen and we cooked frequently. Small stores are nearby
within walking distance. We had Belikan beer, by the case, and 5 gal. water bottles delivered! There are
many options available for accommodations, though.

     Chuck and Robbies dive shop was clearly the most popular dive shop operating at the north edge of San
Pedro close to the bridge. We walked the beach most days and the other shops in the proximity did not
appear to have enough customers for regularly scheduled trips. We dove with C & R for 5 days of 2-tank
dives. Nitrox is available. Apparently, tanks are filled at a different location. We only used air since the
profiles and number of dives we did per day were conservative. Boats return to the dock for S.I.'s. There
were several repeat customers that we dove with and looking at comments on other forums indicate that
they have a high rate of satisfaction. The boat also frequently dropped divers off at nearby resorts when they
were finished diving.

     C & R have good rental equipment available so having your own gear is not necessary. The divemasters
are attentive and professional without hovering. The boat captain was able to follow our bubbles and pick
up divers as they ascended at various times despite a little chop at the surface.

     The dives are all on the outside of the reef across spectacular spur and groove(canyon) reef formations.
There are always nurse sharks and several groupers accompanying the divers since they occasionally do
shark/grouper/eel feeding dives. The reefs don't have many large schools of fish but they do have reasonable
diversity and it was good to see a large number of black, nassau, and tiger groupers as well as dog, cubera,
and mutton snappers of mature size on many dives. We were very lucky to see 2 manta sightings on 2 dives;
2 mantas on one dive and 3 mantas on a second dive. The highlight of the trip was when 7 bottlenose
dolphins swam nearby and circled our group a couple of times. Robbie, the owner and expedition
photographer for that dive, graciously gave us a video of the dolphins!

Ecologic Divers/Sun Breeze in Ambergris Caye, Mar 2013 (Rpt #6936) 
by  Richard Sziede (Email author), VA, USA. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Caribbean, Truk. 

----- Ratings ----- 
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Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
All dives guided.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
No camera tank on boat.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Every ten years or so I go back to Ambergris Caye.  It is just as

charming as 20 years ago.  Oh, some things have changed.  Golf

carts are gas, not electric.  Many more now.  More cars.  There were only two 20 years ago.  Estel's is
closed, and I couldn't find a rooftop bar for sundowners.

Most places have floors now.  But Elvi's keeps a sand floor.  Some

things are important.  And Fish a la Elvi is actually better than

I remembered.  Restaurant  signs still say, "No Shirt, no Shoes,

No Problem."

Stayed at the Sun Breeze.  It has only gotten better in the 20

years since our first stay.  There is an "Above and Beyond"

story.  My buddy D. lost his smart phone on the Mayan Air flight

to the island.  A Mayan Air worker picked it up and wanted $100

to return it.  The Sun Breeze manager together with the Mayan Air

manager and Belize cops "persuaded" the worker to return the

phone without the ransom.  Commented the Sunbreeze manager,

"Tourism is important in Belize.  You should not have a bad
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experience."

Dined at a different joint each night.  Never had a bad meal.

We spent one evening with ACES crocodile sanctuary.  Crocs ain't cute. They do not inspire sympathy.  But
still....

Crocs are apex predators.  They are endangered for

the same reasons as are sharks and other apex predators.  Learn

more at www.americancrocodilesanctuary.org/.  The web site

is worth a visit, and the tour is eye-opening.

The diving was with Ecologic Divers rather than the Sunbreeze

house shop.  This was a The Dive Shop trip, so they picked. 

Ecologic. As the name suggests, Ecologic is more environmentally sensitive than some Belizian outfitters. 
They don't bait sharks.  

All dives were led.  Limited to about 45 minutes.  This was not

arbitrary.  Ecologic boats are small with a single ladder, no

platform.  Entry is back-roll by twos.  Exit is a single ladder,

divemaster assisted.  Hence slow, cutting into bottom time.

Ecologic staff are as good as dive staff can get.  There were

glitches.  Mostly missed communication.  But the divemasters

compensated.  Ecologic also compensated for a missed diving day

due to weather by running an inside-the-reef 3-tank day when the

wind remained high.

Divemasters carried spear guns for Lion Fish.  Spear guns were

not offered to divers.  So we joined the hunt by flushing out

Lion Fish for the spear.  Like being a hound on a fox hunt.  Woo Hoo!

Sharks and grouper have learned to follow the spear gun for

spoils.  They do not seem harmed by eating dead Lion Fish.  But I

saw a Trigger Fish hit a dead LF.  His bite included a spine.  He

spit it out, hit it again and spit it again.  I presume he was

stung.  As the Trigger Fish swam away his mouth was working. 

Looked like he was going, Pthooy, pthooy!
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Side tour to Lamanai on our out-gassing day. Searious Adventures got

off to a slow start, going back to the dock for tourists who

missed the pick-up time.  This limited our time on-site, making

the actual tour of the ruin a bit rushed.  Pity, because it's an

enjoyable site.  Access is by boat.  So there isn't a parking lot

full of tour buses stinking up the joint with diesel fumes.  Wish 

I had more time on-site. I could have spent a day just in the museum.  

Hamanasi/Parrot Cove Lodge in Hopkins Village, Nov 2012 (Rpt #6887) by  Fran Leach 
(Email author), CT, US. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Mostly Caribbean, also Red Sea and Australia. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations: N/A Food: N/A 
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  75 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
50-60 minutes 70-80 feet, not strictly enforced. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We dove with Hamanasi after the dive operation based out of the very good small hotel we were staying at
did not have enough divers to take out.  We made the arrangements initially via a nice lady at Divers City
(they also rent golf carts and are near Belizean Shores resort.  Hamanasi diving is run with military
precision and they had 4 boats tied up to the resort dock. We did 4 dives with them Glovers (marina reserve,
lots of fish, lobsters and nurse sharks) and the barrier reef. They provided food during the surface interval. 
As in my other rport on Hopkin Underwater Adventures while we were in Hopkins there was cold front
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which made it very pleasnt on land (dry air low 80s) and it created some low visibility conditions near the
water surface, plus a chilly thermocline in spots in the upper 20 feet. Because they are catering to large
groups the service was efficient but less personal than I would have liked, but I have no complaints. They
also picked us up and dropped us back at our hotel before and after dives. Hamanasi also does other land
based trips in and around the resort, if I was an early bird I would have got up at dawn to do an ornithology
hike but as I'm not...

Hamanasi, May 2013 (Rpt #6980) by Michael J. Millet (Email author), CA, US. Dive Experience:  
Over 1000. Where else diving:  
Galapagos, Solomon Islands, PNG, GBR, Vanuatu, Palau, Philippines, Indonesia, Yap, Kosrae, Truk, Fiji,
Socorros, All over the Caribbean.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No deco; 50-60 minute dives; no deeper than 80'at Gladden Spit. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
The dive boat were better equipped to handle several cameras with strobe arms. The boat had a large rinse
tank for this purpose.

There is no camera rinse at the dive shop. I used the shower at the pool to further rinse my camera gear.

Most of the photo ops for marine life were of intermediate-sized critters, such as, turtles, barracudas, eels,
groupers and jacks. There was also the occasional encounter with dolphins and eagle rays. The smaller reef
creatures did not seem that prolific.

. 
----- Overall Comments -----

This was my second visit to Hamanasi in the past 6 months. I timed this trip specifically for the spawning of
the snapper and grouper and the subsequent arrival of the whale sharks. All of the action normally occurs a
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few days after the April full moon. Well, the large aggregation of snapper arrived, but it was consistently
too deep (120’) so the spawn was not occurring during my 4 dives at Gladden Spit. As a result, we had no
whale shark encounters. It is my understanding that during this period, there were not dive operators out of
either Palencia or Hopkins that encountered any whale sharks. The locals surmise that perhaps the
behemoths cruised on up to Isla Mujeres this year bypassing Belize.

Just like my first visit in October, 2012, the Hamanasi Resort is a first-class place for water-related activities
(SCUBA & snorkeling), many topside activities or just doing some serious lounging by the pool or beach.
The accommodations are spacious and well maintained; the food is quite good with lunch and dinner
ordered off a changing menu that offers a variety of choices including several Belizean dishes. The
breakfast is buffet and could be improved if a made-to-order egg/pancake station was included. The bar
offers a friendly atmosphere with a nice variety of libations.

Essentially all of my activity was spent diving. The dive operation has a very friendly, helpful and
knowledgeable staff. The dive boats are well maintained and offer water, juice, fruit, cookies and towels on
each 2-tank trip. Trips to Glover’s Atoll and Gladden Spit include lunch. The operation seemed to have an
issue with the Nitrox fills—the % ranged from 35% to less than 30%. Also, the tank pressure was
consistently below 3000 psi. With the increased # of divers at the resort for the no-show whale sharks, the
dive staff seemed a bit taxed with the level of activity. These were more nuisances rather than any serious
issues.

The highlights of the diving included a great dolphin encounter at the end of a dive at Glover’s. Luckily, I
was still in the water with my SCUBA gear so that provided the opportunity for some good video. Also, the
dive staff was spearing lionfish and feeding the local marine life. A rather large great barracuda devoured 3
of them in a matter of minutes. Even better video. The encounters with the eagle rays and hawksbill &
loggerhead turtles will also make the highlight reel.

The one topside activity that I did really enjoy was the Bocawina zip line. It is the longest zip line in Belize.
It is well maintained with an emphasis on safety. It is a blast!

Like my first visit to Hamanasi, the biting insects will make a meal out of you. Be sure to bring heavy-duty
DEET and use it liberally.

Hopkins Underwater Adventures/Parrot Cove Lodge in Hopkins Village, Nov 2012
(Rpt #6878) by  Fran Leach (Email author), CT, US. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Mainly the Caribbean with a few trips to the Red Sea and Australia. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity: N/A Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----

Belize: Land: 
    65/820

http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=6878


2014 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
45 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
50 minutes 70 ft, but not striclty enforced. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I arranged the trip independently by contacting the hotel and the dive shop via email. Lucie from the dive
shop wanted to know if we wanted to dive 5 or 6 days and pay up front. As one of the days included a trip to
the Blue Hole I said we would dive most days during our week but would pass on the Blus Hole trip (too far
and i wasn't really interested).  Their boat had broken the week before so we were on a charter from the
local marina, it had little shade but was fast (sorry I know nothing about boats, but it would the kind of boat
smugglers would use I'm sure !).  The first day we dove the barrier reef and it was fine, all week there was a
north wind/cold front which was making the visibility bad for the first 15-20 feet, plus a cold thermocline
but below that was fine. Declan was the other co owner and we had some fine locally born dive masters
leading us. We had our surface interval on one of the cays and a hot lunch and fruit was provided. On the
way back to the shore (about 45 minutes, it turned out there would be no diving the next day because it was
a public holiday-this was never mentioned by Lucie when we were booking, this was very dissapointing, but
as we wanted to do some land based excursions, not the end of the world although we had to scramble to
make arrangements. We dove again on the Tuesday this time at Glovers where it is clear as  a marine
preserve there are more fish, lobsters etc eagle rays larg nurse sharks.  Glovers is a bit further nearer to 80
minutes out.  Again on the way back we find from Declan that there is no diving the next day, as he does
not have enough people signed up. Only after we push him and ask does he volunteer that we can probably
dive from the Hamanasi resort and tells us where to go to make arrangements, not offering to call them
himself all of which we found disapointing. To cut a long story short we spent the rest of the week with
Hamansi, please see my review of them. I liked the HUA outfit, service was personal and the operation less
of a production line than Hamansi,  real shame they couldn't accomadate 2 divers like us or at the very least
set some expectations when we first contacted them. If you are part of a larger group i would highly
recommend going with HUA, but if you are just a couple be aware if they don't have more divers they won't
guarantee to take you out. Parrot Cove Loddge is excellent value and the food to die for and at a very
reasonable price  - set price 4 course dinner for $50.00.  Try Innies in town for Garifuna specialties, we also
had fun cave tubing in the mountains.

St. George's Caye Resort in St. George's Caye, Mar 2013 (Rpt #6911) 
by Michael Meenehan (Email author), VA, US. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
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Bahamas, Jamaica, Grand Cayman, Cozumel, Florida Keys, Bonaire, Bonne Terre, Virginia. 
----- Ratings ----- 

Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  Shore Diving: N/A 
Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
80 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  Squadrons. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. 
Whales:  None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities:  
UWP Comments:  
Didn't have camera rinse bucket on first dive but had one on all others after pointing out that we needed
one.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Good: Great service, excellent food, nice accommodations (cabanas were great), uncrowded reefs, mostly
wall dives, great DM, taste of lion fish, coffee & juice delivered to door every morning, I lost a couple of
pounds during the week there but was never hungry, cooked to order breakfasts, availability of 32% nitrox,
ocean breezes, small aquarium on island, got dive show package pricing

Bad: Captain tossed anchor in coral most of the time (no mooring balls), DM didn't hesitate to interact with
creatures, number of lionfishes, rough boat rides most days, AC not working (but didn't need it), cost of
drinks

Wished I had known: smallness of island (60 min to kayak around it), no stores on island (get rum on
mainland before leaving), 4 classes of accommodations: lodge rooms, garden cabanas, over the water
cabanas, ocean front cabanas

St. George's Caye Resort, Nov 2013 (Rpt #7346) by  Armando Menocal (Email author),
 WY, US. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
many, many Caribbean sites and US Pacific Coast.. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
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Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  rainy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  28 to  °C. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No restrictions, except a time limit on night dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  
None. Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish:  
Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  Boat Facilities:  
Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This is a first class resort run by an experienced, home-grown crew. The diving is typical Caribbean stuff. It
was greatly enhanced by daily Lionfish hunting, and a night of Lionfish fritters. Everyone who wanted was
allow a turn with one of the rubber-powered spearguns. DM would clip spins and bag. Some of us spent
many dives hunting Lionfish and left feeling very satisfied.

Turneffe Private Island Resort in Tunreffe, Feb 2013 (Rpt #7306) by  Barry A Bershow 
(Email author), MN, US. Dive Experience:  51-100. Where else diving:  
Turks & Caicos, Thailand, Bonaire, St. Martin, Grand Cayman, West Coast FL, Hawaii. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling:  

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  80 to  Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters: N/A Large Fish: N/A 
Large Pelagics: N/A 
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/A Subject Matter: N/A Boat Facilities: N/A Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
If there is such a thing as a ****** star resort, this is it.  Private beautiful bungalow, choice of coffee, tea or
hot chocolate delivered to your stoop at a waking time you specify, staff:guest ratio 2:1, outdoor showers,
on & on & on.  VERY expensive, but worth it.  Complete computerized summary of dives, critters seen,
depth/time data, etc. supplied when leaving the totally private island ~ 2 hour boat ride from Belize City.

Blue Hole dive one day (as most know, not much to see but good bucket list checkoff).  My wife saw many
sharks snorkeling the rim of the black hole while we were looking at the stalactites in the dark.  Good diving
at other sites on way back plus nice stop on another island to see nature center (w good frigate colony).

No downside other than the expense.  Heartily recommend.

Liveaboards

Aggressor Fleet in Turneffe and Lighthouse Reefs, Apr 2013 (Rpt #6961) 
by  Barry Zigas (Email author), DC, US. Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Australia, New Zealand, Turkey, Turks and Caicos, Akumal, Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Catalina Island,
Maui, Kuaui, Molokai, Florida Keys, North Carolina, St. Croix, Curacao. 

----- Ratings ----- 
Advanced:  Beginners:  Value for $$:  
Dive Operation:  Accommodations:  Food:  
Service and Attitude:  Environmental Sensitivity:  
Shore Diving: N/A Snorkeling: N/A 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Buddy diving required. No diving after drinking. Stay well above max Nitrox 32 limits, return with at least
500 lbs air. NItrox analyzers in good supply, good fills on every dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals:  Tropical Fish:  Small Critters:  
Large Fish:  Large Pelagics:  

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's:  Subject Matter:  
Boat Facilities:  Shore Facilities: N/A 
UWP Comments:  
There is a spacious rinse tank at the stern, crew hands off cameras after entry and takes them on return, puts
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