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Large Fish: %%  Large Pelagics: A dr i

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: ¥
UWP Comments:
[None].

----- Overall Comments -----

Aquamarine Dive Shop and the Blue Waters Inn are a great vacation destination, particularly for a group
that includes different degrees of interest in diving vs. other activities. Blue Waters Inn has a private cove
north of Speyside, which is a small friendly town at the northeast end of Tobago. Everything is local; there
1s no corporate presence once you drive out of the airport region around Scarborough in the south. The Blue
Waters Inn is right on the water, so you sleep to the sound of lapping waves. Aquamarine is immediately
adjacent, as is the dock, and is very well managed by owner Alice Darwent. The diving is extremely
colorful and easy, with all dive sites about 8 - 10 minutes away around Little Tobago, offshore of Speyside.
The dive guides are very competent and attentive, with a good sense of humor. In 10 dives, we repeated
only one site, Coral Gardens, which has the world's largest (known) brain coral. The dive sites are notable
for the diversity of flora, for example, Japanese Garden has very different coloration and whip coral that
look like a bonsai garden. That site also has Kamikaze Cut, where the currents zip through a narrow
aperture. Otherwise, the diving is entirely suitable for beginning recreational divers, and enjoyable for more
experienced divers. For adventure diving, you would have to make special arrangements to go past the
northern tip of the island to dive The Sisters.

Landlife is simple and enterntaining, with a lively bar scene at the Blue Waters, and local restaurants a 15
minute walk into Speyside, especially Jemma's Seafood Kitchen, with outstanding flavors infused into the
local rice/chicken/shrimp dishes. The Blue Waters' clientele is about half divers and half birders, because
Little Tobago is a world mecca for certain tropical birds, worth a side trip. Another good excursion is north
to the end-of-the-world village of Charlotteville, with a nice beach and a few small restaurants. Blue Waters
is owned and well-run by a Trinidad family, and it really the only viable dive/lodging facility in the area.

The nfom aton rpored here are the opnbns ofthe authorofthis reportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been revEewed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contai enors, typos, ... P kase
eportany m aprprobkem s by writhg to us and referencihg the rportnum berabove .

Turks and Caicos (9 Reports)

Turks and Caicos Diving Overview

This island group, south of the Bahamas and north of the Virgins, features awesome walls and clear water.
Provo, the glitzy island, has spectacular beaches, but it's an hour's boat ride to the better diving of South or
West Caicos. Grand Turk is a funky, laid-back island that has a wall right offshore and occasional fishy
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surprises. Salt Cay has pretty diving and the boats visit Grand Turk's wall. Bring a long-sleeved shirt during
the winter; it can get cool in the evenings. The flight to Provo from Miami is a little over an hour. In
September 2007, Hurricane Ike damaged more than 80 percent of the structures on both Grand Turk and
Salt Caye and no reports here were divers visiting after the Ike.

Turks and Caicos Seasonal Planner

During the rainy season, June through November, average monthly rainfall averages about 2.5 inches a
month. The dry season runs from January to May, and the monthly average drops to about 1 inch. Winter
temperatures can drop to 60 but average about 77. Bring a jacket for evenings. I've been diving here in the
winter when the wind was kicking up and it felt chilly. Northers can disrupt the diving periodically.
Summer brings temperatures back up into the 90s. Water temperatures range from a low of 71 in winter to a
high in the low 80s during summer.

Land-Based

Caicos Adventures/Caribbean Paradise Inn, Nov 2012 (Rpt #6770) by Brent Barnes
(Email author), OK, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
[Unspecified].

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: WA Beginners: WA X%  Value for $$: %%
Dive Operation: AN % *  Accommodations: ¥ k¥  Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: YA W Environmental Sensitivity: %% % & Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas: calm. Water: 80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
60 to 120 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
None strictly enforced.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: Wi ¥ Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: Wi
Large Fish: %%  Large Pelagics: W dr i
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: %%,  Subject Matter: A h Wi
Boat Facilities: ¥ %  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
No camera table or dedicated area for cameras. A single camera rinse bucket was present but was not large
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enough for my SLR system..

----- Overall Comments -----
Returned from a very nice 5 day dive trip to Providenciales of the Turks and Caicos staying in the
Caribbean Paradise Inn and diving with Caicos Adventures. I contacted Caicos Adventures by email in
advance and their response was rapid and they answered all questions I had. We did a diving/accomodation
package with the Caribbean Paradise Inn through Caicos Advedtures. Provo is abosuletely full of high-end
condos and is a very expensive island. The Caribbean Paradise Inn was far away the cheapest of the
accomodations that Caicos Adventures had packages for and we found it to be a good deal for the money.
The rooms were very basic but clean. The air-conditioning functioned very well and they had cable TV with
many channels. There was a small pool and the Inn is small with only about 16 units and there were only a
few people there during our stay. They have a nice balcony for drying scuba items as needed. Breakfast was
included in our package and included eggs, bacon, toast and fresh fruit each morning, we simply had to
notify the staff what time we wanted breakfast the next morning. Caicos Adventures picked us up at 8:10
AM each morning in an air-conditioned van and drove us the 20 minutes or so to their marina picking up
other divers on the way. The dive operation was superb and I had only two complaints about Caicos
Adventures. Normally, they have an outstanding large catamaran that is a very nice dive boat with lots of
space. However, the boat was having its engines replaced the whole week that we were there so we dove on
their smaller boat. We had 7 - 9 divers each day with 3 crew, and this boat should really be limited to 6
divers. It was quite crowded with that many divers and we literally had no room to move or for all of us to
make any attempts to get out of the sun during the surface interval. Again, this was likely bad timing as their
major boat was out for a few days getting its engines replaced and we would have had plenty of space if we
were on their larger dive boat. My other complaint is that they limit to a single 2-tank boat dive per day. As
the sites are 30 - 40 minutes away, they simply do not have time to do morning and afternoon dives each
day. They do reportedly offer a 3-tank trip each Thursday which we had signed up for and requires a
minimum of 5 divers to go, but they cancelled it as they only had their one boat functioning so we did the
standard 2-tank trip that day. They did promptly refund us the cost difference when asked. The diving was
superb, and compares favorably to most Caribbean places. Virtually all diving by Caicos Adventures is
done on the walls of West Caicos, French Cay and Northwest Point. We did 3 days of diving and they took
us to each of their three major diving areas. All the diving was excellent but we found West Caicos to be the
best. Dive sites were 30 - 40 minutes by boat. A nice briefing was done and divers were then allowed to
dive the profile of their choice. A guide was in the water but you were allowed to dive your own profile if
you wanted and as photographers we generally did our own exploring on the wall. The vis was generally 80
- 120 feet on the walls. We saw at least 2 - 3 Caribbean Reef sharks on every dive at West Caicos and
Northwest Point and had several close encounters with friendly hawksbill turtles. My favorite dive by far
was The Gully at West Caicos. We had at least six Caribbean Reef sharks for that dive circling very closely
for most of the dive allowing great photo opportunities. There was a school of several hundred horse-eyed
jacks right under the boat also. The walls are stunning with healthy coral and large amounts of gorgonians
and black coral. Fish life is healthy as they have had protected marine sanctuaries for many years. Caicos
Adventures served turkey or ham sandwiches on the boat each day which was included in the package. They
had lemonade or water to drink. They would rinse and store your gear each night and have it set up for you
the next day. We ate out for dinner each night. I did love Providenciales but the island is very expensive.
The cost of diving and lodging is well above average for the Caribbean, on par with the Cayman Islands
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with 2-tank dive trips averaging over $100. There were many good restaurants withing one-half mile of our
hotel making a rental car unnecessary as we simply walked to restaurants each night. We ate at Pizza Pizza
one night which was the cheapest of options but was still $75 for two large pizzas, two salads, two soft
drinks and bottled water. Our final night we ate at the Coboya which is right at the Caribbean Paradise Inn.
It is extremely expensive but outstanding with an internationally renowned chef. Count on over $100 per
person for a salad, entree and dessert with gratuity. Again, the island is very expensive, but the benefit of
that was virtually no crime and no beggars or homeless people at all. I will certainly return to Provo and will
branch into diving trips to Grand Turk and Salt Cay also.

The nfom atbn repored here are the ophbns ofthe authorofthis eportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been wevEwed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contah enors, typos, ...Pkase
eportany m aprpmwblem s by wriig to us and referencig the reportnum berabove .

Dive Provo /Rented house, Nov 2012 (Rpt #6787) by Kevin McCarter (Email author). IL, US.
Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
Gr. Cayman, Mexico, Hawaii, Bonaire, etc., etc..
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: A %%  Beginners: W Value for $$: Ak hh
Dive Operation: % ¥ ¥ ¥ Accommodations: ¥  Food: N/AService and Attitude: N/A
Environmental Sensitivity: %% %X Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy. Seas: calm, choppy. Water: 80 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
80 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
No deco..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %%  Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: ¥ &
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %% %%  Subject Matter: % i W
Boat Facilities: ¥ % Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
They had the standard fresh water wash tub and helped us in/out of the water with our cameras..
----- Overall Comments -----
It was a short three day dive trip which was challenged by weather. First day was a totally flat sea and we
dove French Key. Second and third days were very choppy. We never made it to West Caicos or
Northwest point, but did dive the lee side of W. Caicos island on the wall. Diving conditions were
sub-optimal.
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We were very impressed by Dive Provo, whom we had used once before. The owner (Alan) was the
captain for our boat all three days and was very accommodating. We enjoyed his Scottish stories and his
hospitality. He worked hard to find places for us to dive with these poor conditions and dove along with us
on about half of the dives. Very competent boat captain in tough sea conditions, and a good dive master as
well. Overall, a very good hands-on owner. When we checked out, they didn't charge us for
nitrox--presumably because of the weather conditions. Nice surprise. (We brought them our leftover booze
as well!)

On our last dive, I went into deco by accident, mainly due to having my computer set wrong. Alan came
down and hung out with me on the hang bar for the entire time. I was fine, but he was cautious/gracious.
This was entirely my fault and embarrassing.

Even with the conditions, we saw a number of reef and nurse sharks, turtles, large barracuda, large grouper,
etc. Even w/ poor conditions, Turks and Caicos is a great place to dive in my opinion.

We had nice dinners at Coco Bistro and Grace's Cottage. There are a number of decent restaurants on
T&C--better than most Caribbean islands.

The nfom atbn epored here are the ophbns ofthe authorofthis eportand notnecessarly those ofUnderunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been wevewed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contah enors, typos, ... Pkase
eportany m aprpmobEm s by writhg to us and referencihg the rportnum berabove.

Flamingo Divers/Grace bay suites in Provo, Nov 2012 (Rpt #6800) by Sebastien Pelletier
(Email author), ON, CA. Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
Bahamas, Cuba, Cozumel, Grenada, Curacao, Saba Thailand.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: WA Beginners: Wk A %W Value for $$: i
Dive Operation: % % ¥ Accommodations: N/AFood: N/AService and Attitude: N/A
Environmental Sensitivity: %3 % Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, dry. Seas: calm, no currents. Water: 81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Suggested max of aroun 100ft on the 1st dive.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corals: N/ATropical Fish: N/ASmall Critters: N/A
Large Fish: %% Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: %
Boat Facilities: % % ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
Flew from toronto on Westjet no problem, stayed at Grace bay suites nothing fancy but comfortable bed and
good value.

Jayne and Mickey run an excellent shop, service is Al.

Jayne was picking us up at the Hotel around *7:45 for a 15 min drive to the dock, their boat is clean, water
and snacks were provided.

boat ride are around 45 min to dive sites. we saw sharks on every dives this was cool. lucky enough to be
only the 2 of us on the first dive day, then just an other couple for the next days. small groups was what I
was looking for, so this was perfect. would recommend booking whit them well in advance.

thanks again Jayne and Mickey
Andree&Sebastien

The nfom aton reported here are the opnibns ofthe authorofthis reportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been mvEwed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contai enors, typos, ... Pase
reportany m aprprobkm s by wring to us and referencihg the reportnum berabove .

Oasis Divers/Osprey Beach in Grand Turk, Jan 2012 (Rpt #6511) by Robin A Masson
(Email author), NY, US. Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
All over the Caribbean, Philippines, Thailand, Australia, Sea of Cortez.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %% %%  Beginners: W% Value for $$: % i
Dive Operation: Wi ¥ ¥ Accommodations: %W W Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: %W ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: %% ¥ % ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, dry. Seas: calm, no currents. Water: 78 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 60 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
come up before you run out of air; be safe and prudent; dive your computer. They treat you like grownups
and don't rush you..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1 or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: > 2.
Corals: W %%  Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: W% ¥
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Large Fish: %%  Large Pelagics: A%

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %% Subject Matter: % dr Wit
Boat Facilities: ¥ %  Shore Facilities: ¥ ¥
UWP Comments:
there's a dedicated rinse tank at the shop, where you also spend the surface interval, and a table to work on
cameras. A fresh water barrel on the boat for cameras..

----- Overall Comments -----

We love Grand Turk, Oasis, and Osprey. We've been coming there, diving with them for more than 10
years. The reefs and the island have recovered well from the devastation of the hurricanes three years ago
(we were there during Hurricane Hannah, and left just before Hurricane Ike). Oasis gives great
individualized service. They have DM's that have been with them forever, know the reefs really well, and
are still enthusiastic about what they're doing. Only 6 people or fewer on a boat, and they try to make
groupings of similar skill/experience. Rental gear is top quality, and boats are in good shape. Safety is well
taken care of, but they don't coddle the divers (at least the experienced ones!). You are allowed to dive your
own profile, stay down as long as your air/computer will allow, dive solo, with a buddy, or follow the DM.
Good wide angle and macro subjects. Lots of lion fish on each dive, unfortunately, but still plenty of fish
including lots of groupers and the usual reef denizens. They'll do a night dive on request for 2 or more
divers. The wall is only a couple hundred yards from the shore, so you only have 10 minutes on the boat to
the dive site, and come back to the shop for the surface interval. Can't wait to go back.

The nfom aton repored here are the opnbns ofthe authorofthis reportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been reviewed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contaih enors, typos, ... Pase
eportany m aprprobknm s by writhg to us and referencihg the rportnum berabove .

Liveaboards

Aggressor Fleet, Apr 2012 (Rpt #6557) by Michael Joest (Email author). ZZ, DE.
Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
worldwide.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: % Wi i Beginners: A% Value for $$: A i
Dive Operation: % ¥ ¥ ¥ Accommodations: % ¥ W Food: Wi
Service and Attitude: YA ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: %% %  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas: calm. Water: 26 to 27 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visibility:
30 to 50 Meters.
----- Dive Policy -----

Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
inside the rules for recreational diving.

Turks and Caicos: Liveaboard: — 652/695



