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Park. We saw schools of snapper, tuna, batfish, jacks as well as loads of the usual Red Sea benthic species.
We saw a turtle and the highlight of the dives was a sighting of a bumphead parrotfish. Our guide told us he
has been diving in the Red Sea for 10 years and that's the first one he's seen! There was talk of manatas but
we never saw any. Frankly, if you are looking for big pelagic action you'd best look elsewhere. However, if
you are looking for world class diving at pretty reasonable prices, this is a good option.

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Liveaboards
Blue o Two/M/Y Blue Melody in Northern Wrecks/Brothers, Aug 2012 (Rpt #6648) 
by Carol Marzuola (Email author), Gloucestershire, UK. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Caribbean, Northern California, Great Barrier Reef, Gulf of California, some freshwater. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  30 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
50 minimum dives, No Deco, 120ft max. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
My husband and I decided on this trip, as we’d been to the Red Sea once before and like the challenge and
beauty of the dives. We settled on the Wrecks tour, mainly because the dates were available and felt we
should see the historical Thistlegorm at least once in our lifetimes.

We were slightly disappointed, as our previous experience on the M/Y Blue Seas (Blue Planet) in October
2008 was excellent, and we expected similar quality. To begin with, our first day of diving at Dunraven
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wreck was thwarted when we had to return to Hurghada due to compressor problems. Some of the divers
had complained of smelly air and headaches after our first shallow checkout dive. Then the problem really
became noticeable after the second tank fillings, with many divers flat out refusing to dive unless Blue o
Two made sure our air was safe (which they agreed to, after some discussion!). We crossed a rough sea
back to Hurghada, where engineers checked the problem with an apparently newly installed compressor.
(Turns out, they didn’t detect any threatening gas with their instruments in the tanks, which they emptied
and refilled, along with flushing the compressor.  However, something was definitely wrong with the smell.
One former commercial diver with experience in these matters believes that perhaps they had not properly
purged the air lines after installing the new compressor, and instead pumped chemical vapor from the glues
used into our tanks. He shuddered to think what would have happened to us on our next deeper dives...  We
will never know.)

We did set sail for the Thistlegorm that same night, but not without further irritation. Crossing rough seas
again, we woke to sea water running through the light fixtures and raining on top of us in our beds. The
crew, which seemed genuinely concerned, relocated us to the salon upstairs for a restless night’s sleep.
Other cabins had been affected as well, so we weren’t alone. The next morning, I expected other important
members of Blue o Two’s staff to approach us about it and perhaps offer their apology, but they didn’t.
Rather, I was surprised that we had to tell them about it, and they brushed it off by saying, "This happens
sometimes." Really? 

So... after a rough start, we did get some good dives in the next day on the Thistlegorm, which we had all to
ourselves, followed by the Rosalie Moller (less visited, deeper) and Abu Nuhas wrecks over the next two
days. We were disappointed to arrive at Abu Nuhas on Monday afternoon, only to be told we couldn’t dive
the outer reef wrecks because of wind. However, we watched at least 2 other dive operators send their
zodiacs out and wondered why we couldn’t join them. The next morning, we took in the Carnatic, Chrisoula
K and Ghiannis D, all interesting from the wreck perspective, especially the Carnatic.

Midweek, the wind finally died down for a smooth 11-hour sail to Brother Islands, which were fantastically
calm. (So unlike our previous visit there with the wild surf and currents.) We actually could hover around
and take our time looking at stuff instead of being ripped off the reefs by howling currents.  All that’s great
fun for drift diving, but the conditions on this trip to Brothers provided an invaluable opportunity to explore
the wrecks, shark cleaning station and shallower reef plateaus.

Our dives included the Numidia and Aida wrecks at Big Brother, and the reefs and shark cleaning station at
Little Brother. The Numidia was a different perspective on wrecks, as she lies nearly vertical on the reef,
and plunges to +200ft depth. At Little Brother, we enjoyed a 15 minute seated viewing of a gray reef shark
getting groomed.  The last couple of dives ended with a pleasant safety stop on the reef plateaus, normally
awash with surf. The hard corals there are healthy and surprisingly inhabited by giant morays poking their
heads out like garden eels. 

After 4 dives on the Brothers, we headed back towards the north and Hurghada that same night. The next
day, which was our last, was a complete waste of time. With all the Red Sea has to offer, we didn’t
understand why we were visiting mediocre sites as well as sharing them with day boats. On our second dive
at the Miniya wreck in Hurghada Harbor, we pulled up behind a party boat and rolled off the zodiac on top
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of a dozen other divers ascending the line. (I thought of recent stories of bottlenecked trails on Mt Everest.)
We decided to forego the very last dive of the trip, as it was a popular reef also choked with divers, and
snorkel instead. We don’t know why we couldn’t have stayed at Brothers for a couple more dives or
returned straight back to Dunraven (the wreck we missed the first day) or some other more attractive site
away from the crowds. They had their reasons – low fuel (due to the compressor problem), guests leaving
early on Friday, not in the plans, blah blah blah. It just seemed a waste of a precious day with so many
interesting sites out there.

On our next trip to the Red Sea – hopefully the deep south - we won’t dive with Blue o Two again, as we
felt short-changed on the wasted days (2 out of 6 days essentially gone). We thought the crew was excellent,
but found the guides’ approach to the diving a little slack and disorganized for our taste. Although they
offered to guide each trip, they weren’t always in the water, and many divers missed key opportunities on
wrecks, or missed them altogether, as they weren’t sure where to go. Blue o Two say that’s their policy, but
we question the wisdom of throwing even experienced divers into unfamiliar deep water and suggesting
they penetrate unknown wrecks like the Thistlegorm and Rosalie Moller, all unguided, as they were doing. 

We finally started raising our hands when they asked if we wanted guides, as all the wrecks were new to us,
and they were fine. We just got the overall sense they were a little comfortable with not diving, not sending
out the zodiacs, and worse yet, one of them didn’t even like the sites. He repeated no less than four times
how much he disliked piles of metal, on a Red Seas Wrecks tour! Maybe it’s just me, but I like my guides
happy pappy about every dive they’re guiding or briefing, and I expect them to show me the best of what
their area has to offer. (On our previous trip in 2008, with equally experienced divers, our guides were in the
water with us on most excursions, which resulted in great team spirit and dives.)

Also, sometimes the information they provided in the briefs – direction of current, map depiction of a reef,
line to follow – was just plain wrong.  We had enough experience to compensate for these little errors, but
when one of the guides would quip to us about safety, we were, well, humored.

Food on board was ok, but they cater to a British clientele, which might explain the bland palate. Several
guests got ill halfway through the trip and at first we suspected food poisoning. However, people didn’t get
better right away, and we now suspect it might have more to do with bilge waters (shit) being pumped
around the dive sites. At the end of one of our dives, our boat was emptying bilge as we ascended! We
would have liked a little more warning (and disinfectant) onboard.

In summary, we expected better value for the money. Blue o Two had a Hurghada representative who
greeted us and listened to all our above complaints, so maybe some of our concerns will filter through to
management. (On a plus side for Blue o Two, they do cater to English-speaking clients, important for
liveaboard harmony and communication.) I was still surprised that she didn’t know about the leaking
cabins, but she did rush to the boat to check and later informed me that a contractor was on the way to fix
the problem with sealant on the cabin floor above.  

We found out later that another policy of Blue o Two’s is to rotate their guides on different boats. That,
along with hands-off guide policy, may not be the best practice for a liveaboard fleet in what could be
sometimes tough diving conditions requiring team camaraderie. Now we know.
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The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

Emperor Divers in southern Red Sea, Apr 2012 (Rpt #6538) by  Mel McCombie 
(Email author), CT, US. Dive Experience:  Over 1000. Where else diving:  
all over the world. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  71 to 74 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  7 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 15 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No decompression diving; must use SMB when surfacing; depth limits reasonable. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We dived the southern Red Sea itinerary (Saint Johns and South) on Emperor Elite during mid-April. It had
been a cold winter, and the waters were, to us, shockingly cold. Despite wearing 7mm steamers and hooded
vests, neoprene socks and gloves, we were freezing on every dive. As a result, we did only 13 of 21 possible
dives, which was bitterly disappointing. After diving the Red Sea for a year, my advice is to remember that
its waters are surprisingly cold; warmest dive months are August and September. 

This southern itinerary involved a lot of boat travel, and the best diving was in the Saint Johns reef area near
the Sudanese border. Because it takes many hours to steam there, the boat can only stay at Saint Johns for
two days, which is a shame because it is hands-down the prettiest. The reefs are pristine and the water clear;
it's a truly scenic area. We saw mantas and sharks there, as well as a number of pelagic piscavores like tuna.
The more northerly sites nearer Marsa Alam are more dived and the water can be less clear. There is one
area where we saw a dugong from the boat, which was quite a thrill.

Our disappointment about the water temperature is no one's fault; the dive guides, Daniela and Cseba, were
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terrific; but I do point a finger at the company for a few things. One is the food. It was as bland and
overcooked as possible, and in a country where the local food is tasty and full of flavor, there is no excuse
for that. Did they aim at pleasing a bland western palate? If so, peppers or seasonings other than hot sauce
on the table should be offered. And overcooking the vegetables was inexcusable, meal after meal. Excepting
salads, nothing crunched. We found that we ate enough to not be hungry but never ate with real pleasure.  

Another aspect of the trip that made it less pleasurable was the mix of divers. About half were from eastern
Europe and Russia, and in one case, spoke no English at all. The language difference meant that excepting
the one or two with excellent language skills, the  eastern Europeans kept to themselves at table and diving.
It diminished the sense of camaraderie that "makes" a liveaboard. Everyone meant well and no one was
rude; it just split the group.

Finally, we were rather unceremoniously shunted off the boat a day early (Thursday lunchtime rather than
Friday morning) so the boat could accomodate a group arriving from Sweden Thursday afternoon. All of us
were driven from Marsa Ghalib to the Hilton in Hurghada (3-4 hours, typically Egyptian bumpy roads),
where we stayed overnight and awaited our afternoon flights on Friday. Frankly, we would much rather
have just gone to our home in Cairo after the trip. Spending time at the Hilton was boring and wasted time
we could have used at home. Had Emperor informed us ahead of time that we would be taken off the boat
early, I could at least have booked a flight home on Thursday rather than idling away until Friday afternoon.
I considered that highly unprofessional and resented having my time wasted.

The staterooms on the boat were quite nice, and each came with a flat screen TV hooked up to a server; you
could watch all kinds of movies and shows on demand. Considering how many dives we sat out because of
the cold water, that was particularly nice. Towels were changed mid-week, the water was usually hot in the
shower (thank heavens, given how cold we were after diving!), little problems with the cabin were fixed
promptly, and the bed was firm but pleasant. It was not luxurious but quite comfortable.

Wine was served with dinner on the Elite (only on the Platinum class of Emperor boats) and it was a decent
Egyptian brand. You could buy beer and wine outside of dinner from an honor bar (and if the count was off,
it was taken out of the dive guide's salaries!). They offered hooded robes to wear on the dive deck; Nitrox
fills came from a membrane system for a small extra fee for the week; and each diver got one beach towel. I
don't use a camera but it looked like there was enough room for shutterbugs, and ample charging facilities in
the saloon. The saloon kept a stock of ID books on Red Sea reef life and dive sites.

Although it was no one's fault that the water was so cold, the food, the mix of divers, and the day-early
departure should be addressed. It was only the second time we finished a dive trip wishing we had not
bothered to go (after thousands of dives), disproving the bumper sticker that says "a bad day diving is better
than a good day at work." I'd rather have been at work, and that's just a shame.

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

King Snefro fleet/King Snefro 5, Jun 2012 (Rpt #6581) by Graham McGregor (Email author),
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 ZZ, GB. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Galapagos, Sipadan, Malapascua, Maldives, Red Sea, Mauritius, Caribbean, Spain, Hawaii, Florida. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  24 to 26 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
15 to 50 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
All dives guided and max depth 30m. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The King Snefro fleet offer 3 night, 3 day "mini safari" liveaboard trips. These have itneraries out of Sharm
el Sheikh and go either to the Straits ot Tiran or Ras Mohammed and on to the Strait of Gubal. My son and I
were on a week's trip during which we spent 4 days on shore at a hotel and using day boats while he got
various certifications. However, I wanted him to gain a "taster" liveaboard experience and this 3 day trip
was perfect for that.

The boat is not new and at around 20m not that big. It takes a maximum of 12 passengers, which must be
tight! We had only six people on board (two of whom were non divers) and my son and I had a cabin each.
The cabins were typically a bit cramped but did have ensuite facilities. They had air con. The eating area
was small for 12 but OK for 6 and there was a dive deck and sun deck upstairs. The food was pretty good
throughout the trip. The crew were all Egyptian, including the dive guide. We dived mainly around Ras
Mohammed (including Shark/Yolanda reefs) and then we went out for a planned two dive visit to the wreck
of the Thistlegorm - one of the world's great wreck dives. The weather was sunny but very windy and sea
conditions out to the Thistlegorm were rough. We eventually got there but were limited to one dive on the
wreck. All credit to the captain for getting us there! My son was mesmerised by the Thistlegorm. I last
dived it almost 10 years ago and it is showing some signs of deterioration due no doubt to over-diving.
However, the guns on the stern section, the tank in the bombed area, the tenders and the trucks, motorcycles
and rifles in the holds are magical. It was worth the trip for this dive alone. The rest of the diving was fine
but frankly you could have covered most of it in day boats from Sharm. 
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The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

--------End of Liveaboards---------

Saba (5 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview
Saba is one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70 feet, with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations are in quaint
villages at 1,000 feet and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool, pleasant climate.
It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands.

--------------------------------

Saba Seasonal Planner
 On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65 at night, so travel with a jacket or sweater is recommended.
Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70s to mid 80s. The most rain falls during the month of
November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best sites are offshore seamounts.
Saba is in the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

--------------------------------

Land-Based
Saba Deep/Queens Garden, Jan 2012 (Rpt #6423) by William Boswell (Email author),
 MD, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Indonesia, Sea Of Cortez, Cozumel, Playa Del Carmen, Chinchuro Banks, Bonaire, Caymans, St. Lucia, St.
Eustatius, North Carlonia. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  79 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
75 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
None. 

----- What I Saw -----
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