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itself and it was somewhat intimidating to see the 110 foot Spree barreling down on you to pick you up but
Frank was a master at guiding the Spree to pick up drifting divers. I was extremely impressed with the wall
off of Mona which would rival any of the other major walls in the Caribbean such as the Cayman Islands,
San Salvador or Cozumel. The coral was very healthy and the visibility at Mona was incredible, routinely
exceeding 150 feet. The disappointing feature was a complete lack of large fish and pelagic life. Other than
a couple of nurse sharks, we did not see a single shark over a trip of 18 dives. No dolphins, no whales and
little pelagic life at all. We did see several eagle rays and a few turtles but other than that there was no big
animal action at all. Smaller fish were somewhat plentiful, but there were few large fish. I was amazed at
the small number of larger grouper and jacks. Clearly, fishing pressure has had an impact on Mona and
Desecheo. Overall, I will keep an eye on the Spree's upcoming schedule and will not hesitate to jump on the
Spree for future trips. It is a great dive operation. However, though I am glad I have added Mona and
Desecheo to my "done it" list, I would probably not return due to a lack of large fish.
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Red Sea (7 Reports)

Red Sea Diving Overview
Egypt - Sharm el Sheikh

Europeans flock to the Red Sea for excellent live-aboard diving, scoffing at Americans who miss the fine
diving because of their inordinate fear of terrorism. Hurghada dive operators are failing to care for their
reefs, so divers head farther south. Live-aboards get divers to the best Red Sea diving. Water temperatures
can drop into the cool 60s during February and rise into the 80s by August.

Red Sea Seasonal Planner

Air temperatures in winter range from 60-75; thewater can drop down into the upper 60s, with the coolest
temperatures occurring in February. Summer land temperatures slide right up past 100, with the water
temperature rising into the low 80s (take a wetsuit anyway). The hottest month is August. If you are going
to do any land exploration (and how do you visit the Red Sea without at least a peek at the pyramids), the
trade-off for warm water is hot weather. The manta season is from March to June.
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Land-Based

Blue O Two/Blue Fin, Nov 2011 (Rpt #6412) by Kristin W Weck Farrag (Email author). IL, US.
Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Indonesia, Fiji, Palau, Red Sea, Carribbean.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: % Wi Beginners: k%%  Value for $$: % i
Dive Operation: % i ¥ Accommodations: i ¥ W Food: A ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: ¥ ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: 3 ¥ & Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas: choppy. Water: 78 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
75 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
30 meters depth max, no time limit, but usually 60-70 minutes.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: 1 or 2. Dolphins: 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ % ¥ Tropical Fish: ¥ % Small Critters: ¥y ¥ ¥
Large Fish: %rdr % Large Pelagics: ¥ i
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: % ¥ e i Subject Matter: %r¥r ¥ i
Boat Facilities: % % ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Camera table is located one level up from the dive deck, a minor inconvenience..
----- Overall Comments -----
There are all good things to say about this trip. We were on the Brothers Islands itinerary, which is 2 days
at Big Brother Island and 2 days at Small Brother Island, both about an 8 hr. steam from Safaga, Egypt
(south of Hurghada). Lots of shark sightings - grey reef, one oceanic white tip, and lots of beautiful thresher
sharks. Loads of soft corals in all colors - pink, orange, white, red & yellow. Loads of tropical fish - the
beautiful masked butterflyfish, bannerfish, batfish, tons of giant morays, some 10 feet long. Really friendly
Humphead Napoleon Wrasse as big as you are. Lots of little tropicals, anthias, etc. Nudis, crabs, shrimp,
gobies and on and on. There is a bit of current and diving is mostly from zodiacs.

As for the staff on the boat - every single person from the kitchen guys to divemasters to Captain - friendly,
caring, helpful, respectful of equipment, all made for a memorable trip. The boat itself is very well
maintained. The food was also very good - lots of warming soups, salads, vegey dishes, meats, fish,
Egyptian - very accomodating to special dietary needs. Great trip - cannot wait to take another Blue o Two!
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Camel Dive Center/Camel Dive Hotel in Sharm el Sheik,Egypt, May 2012 (Rpt #6571)
by jan r shaw WA, US. Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
West Coast of USA and Canada, Mexico,Micronesia,Kenya,Galapogos,Easter Island,
Thailand, Vietnam,Cambodia,Hawaii,Bonaire, Bahamas,Phillipines,Solomon Islands.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: % d %%  Beginners: Ak ik Value for $$: % &% ¥ &
Dive Operation: % %A ¥ Accommodations: Wi ¥ i Food: ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: %W ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: & ¥ % ¥
Shore Diving: ¥ ¥ Wi Snorkeling: Yy ¥ %W
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, dry. Seas: calm. Water: 25 to 26 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visibility:
80 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
Manditory check out dive, one hour bottom time max. Technical diving also available.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1 or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corals: W& W  Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: WX
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %% ¥  Subject Matter: %r i ¥
Boat Facilities: ¥y % ¥ Shore Facilities: ¥y %A
UWP Comments:
while I didn't take any pictures there were plenty of those who did using equipment ranging from Nikonos
to digital.
----- Overall Comments -----

Excellent service. Can arrainge airport transfers to/from hotel. Training pool on site. Set up for handicapped
divers. Wi-fi at hotel. After check out dive one is placed into one of three separate groups according to
ability. Nitrox is free if dives are pre-booked. Many dives were drift dives. Wrecks abound. Sharm el
Sheik is an international airport. Dive guides helpful with tips how to navigate Cairo International airport
where to get free wi-fi
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Orca Dive Clubs/Sheraton Soma Bay in Soma Bay, Egypt, Nov 2011 (Rpt #6413)
by Kristin W Weck Farrag (Email author). 1L, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Indonesia, Palau, Fiji, Carribbean.
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----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: W  Value for $$: %% ¥  Dive Operation: % ¥
Accommodations: W h W W  Food: WA  Service and Attitude: Wi i
Environmental Sensitivity: %% %%  Shore Diving: %% %%  Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas: calm, choppy. Water: 78 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 75 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
None.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %% %%  Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: % ¥
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %%  Subject Matter: % W
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: ¥
UWP Comments:
There were no camera specific accomodations at the dive center. There were tables where you could sit and
review pics or use a laptop, but there was no dry only area..
----- Overall Comments -----
I wish we would have stayed at the Breakers Hotel, which is next to the dive center. It was way cheaper
than the Sheraton, and the food was much better. Diving for us was shore diving, although the center did
offer several boat trips each day. Shore diving was at the end of their very long jetty - you would load gear
onto a golf cart and someone from the center would drive you to the end of the jetty. They will pick you up
after your dive but a couple of times the golf cart was full and we walked back. It's very windy there so this
can be cold.

The fish life was plentiful going to the north, but not so much to the south. We always found interesting
things on our dives there, but it's more suited to newer divers and snorkelers. The hard corals there were
very beautiful.

The folks at the dive center were helpful, but not intrusive. All in all a good experience.

The Sheraton had great pools, beach, activities, etc. The rooms were good, but the food was very very
expensive.

The nfom atbn repored here are the ophbns ofthe authorofthis reportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been wevEwed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contah enors, typos, ...Pkase
®eportany m aprpmobEm s by writhg to us and e ferencihg the reportnum berabove.

Red Sea: Land:  598/695



2013 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

Red Sea College/Hyatt Sharm el Sheikh in Sharm el Sheikh, Jun 2012 (Rpt #6580)
by Graham McGregor (Email author). ZZ., GB. Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
Galapagos, Sipadan, Malapascua, Maldives,Red Sea, Caribbean, Bermuda, Spain, Hawaii, Florida.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: WX W%  Beginners: i Value for $$: i
Dive Operation: XA X  Accommodations: ¥ W ¥k Food: i ¥
Service and Attitude: YA ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: %% ¥
Shore Diving: %A ¥ Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas: choppy. Water: 24 to 26 °C. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
15 to 50 Meters.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Generally all dives guided and not deeper than 30m.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: W %W  Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: W% ¥
Large Fish: % %% Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

I spent 4 nights and days at the Hyatt Sharm el Sheikh, with my son. He spent two days certifying (PADI
AoW; Nitrox and Peak Performance Bouyancy)and we spent the first day diving the house reef and 3 days
on day boats out of Nama Bay (one day at Ras Mohammed, including dives at Shark Observatory and
Shark/Yolanda reefs and one day in the Straits of Tiran, including dives on both Woodhouse and Gordon
reefs).

The dive shop at the Hyatt is a satellite of the main Red Sea College operation in Nama Bay.

The hotel itself is 4/5 star and very comfortable, with a choice of restaurants. The Red Sea College Hyatt
dive centre was friendly and efficient. My son was well treated during his certification process and dives
and enjoyed the experience.

The day boats run efficiently. You get picked up at your hotel around 8am and taken to the main jetty at
Nama Bay. It's a bit of a crowd there, but generally you get taken onto your boat reasonably swiftly and
efficiently. The form is normally two morning dives and an optional (for an extra Euros22) third afternoon
dive. Following the revolution in Egypt, there were noticeably fewer people in the hotel and on the day
boats. We normally dived in a group of 6 which was fine. All dives were from and to the boat, some times
they were drifts with the boat following and picking us up. The dive sites are really good a combination of
wall drift dives and coral gardens. The corals are in good shape, particularly in Ras Mohammed National

Red Sea: Land:  599/695



2013 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook

Park. We saw schools of snapper, tuna, batfish, jacks as well as loads of the usual Red Sea benthic species.
We saw a turtle and the highlight of the dives was a sighting of a bumphead parrotfish. Our guide told us he
has been diving in the Red Sea for 10 years and that's the first one he's seen! There was talk of manatas but
we never saw any. Frankly, if you are looking for big pelagic action you'd best look elsewhere. However, if
you are looking for world class diving at pretty reasonable prices, this is a good option.
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Liveaboards
Blue o Two/M/Y Blue Melody in Northern Wrecks/Brothers, Aug 2012 (Rpt #6648)
by Carol Marzuola (Email author), Gloucestershire, UK. Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
Caribbean, Northern California, Great Barrier Reef, Gulf of California, some freshwater.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: W W%  Beginners: W%  Value for $$: % %%  Dive Operation: % ¥
Accommodations: % ¥ ¥ ¥  Food:W¥ %  Service and Attitude: % ¥
Environmental Sensitivity: % %X Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas: calm, choppy. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm.
Visibility: 30 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
50 minimum dives, No Deco, 120ft max.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1 or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %% %%  Tropical Fish: %% %%  Small Critters: W%
Large Fish:%#  Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----

My husband and I decided on this trip, as we’d been to the Red Sea once before and like the challenge and
beauty of the dives. We settled on the Wrecks tour, mainly because the dates were available and felt we
should see the historical Thistlegorm at least once in our lifetimes.

We were slightly disappointed, as our previous experience on the M/Y Blue Seas (Blue Planet) in October
2008 was excellent, and we expected similar quality. To begin with, our first day of diving at Dunraven
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