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and the reef diving around the reef. There is about a 45 minute ride to the dive area. I have about 200 dives
mostly in the Caribbean and if you like the convenience of the area but want to step up the diving blue water
whale shark diving plus the bull sharks is the ticket. First trip I watched a hammerhead swim past thirty feet
below the surface. There can be waves however the reef protects the reef diving. Additionally we saw
loggerhead turtles, some very large.

The Turtle Inn is a five star diving experience. Dee and I found it listed as the Caribbean Dive/Resort
Operator in the book “Diving in Style”. This Francis Coppola resort lived up to all and more as reviewed in
the book. You stay in cottages on or around the beach and the new dive boat leaves from the bay side
behind the resort. This is not the low budget dive destination however the value is definitely there for the
dollars paid. The dive shop manager, Bertram, has been there 10 years. The new dive boat is well laid out
with an upper deck plus ample area to get out of the sun. His staff is excellent including dealing with an
unexpected diver situation on one of our reef dives. The dive trip has a lunch break between dives either on
an island or for whale shark diving on the boat in a snorkeling area inside the reef. For reef diving we really
like Bonaire (three trips to Den Laman) however the reef diving in Belize was on par with Bonaire plus you
have the blue water diving with its larger pelagic and fish species not to forget the Blue Hole for advanced
divers. Also in Belize there is the back country including a second Coppola resort called Blancaneaux
Lodge. We have not been there however on our first trip we visited the back country and found it very
interesting especially the night hike. The bottom line on the Turtle Inn is the people from Martin, the GM
from Holland, through all the other staff areas. Part of why we returned was the friendships made with the
servers. This was our first trip since Martin became GM. Unlike most resorts, even top resorts, he spent a
lot of his time engaged with the guests including diving on some of our dive trips.
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Liveaboards
Aggressor Fleet, Jan 2012 (Rpt #6396) by Allan Freilich (Email author). NY, US.
Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Bronx, Brooklyn,Queens, Long Island,Belize, Cayman, Turks,Cozumel, Playa Chincerro,Honduras,etc.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %% %%  Beginners: k%  Value for $$: k¥
Dive Operation: % %A ¥ Accommodations: W%  Food: Wi
Service and Attitude: %W ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: N/AShore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy, rainy. Seas: choppy. Water: 80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
25 to 75 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----

Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
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5001bs return.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1 or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %% %%  Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters: %
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %%  Subject Matter: %k ¥
Boat Facilities: %%  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
nothing beats the Agressor's camera platform. Crew very aware about camera gear and treats it with repect.
Rinse tank full size-saw the Dancer's rinse tank and clearly it is not made for those with a big rig!.
----- Overall Comments -----
For all planning a foreign trip-get trip insurance! Anything can happen--Also: arrive 1 day in
advance--anything can happen!

American Airlines cancelled our flight between miami and Belize by calling family after we were in the air
from NY to Miami!! They gave out vouchers for overnight stay but we were meeting a liveaboard!!

When we finally reached the Aggressor's emergency person he arranged for a rep to meet us in Belize
airport to hire a speed boat to take us to the Aggressor for about 250.00 each. (couldn't return home anyway
because October 31 was the early snow storm in the Northeast-everything was cancelled, including rail
lines) My buddies dive gear was misplaced during next day trip to Belize, pretty aggravating.

Negotiated with American regarding this 250.00 fee and they finally agreed to not charge us (lost luggage
also helped the negotiation, I'm sure) and we finally got to the boat loosing one day of diving.

No one's fault, but we were at the tail end of the hurricane, so weather and vis were awful (gee, i could have
stayed in NY and dove there!) but the boat took on bad fuel; we were dead in the water until the Sun Dancer
came to rescue and trade fuel with us. Still, generators failed and we lost another day of diving.

Captain and crew kept their cool during this very stressful situation, making them work around the clock to
clean out fuel tanks. I was very impressed with the captain and crew and really expected nothing less from
the Aggressor fleet. In addition, after 1 contacted them a month later they agreed to give a generous
discount to all on our trip if we travelled with them during the next year. We are going back on the Cayman
Aggressor in April to hopefully be able to cross over to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman this time.

(weather in November 2010 was too rough despite 2 attempts at crossing)

My comments--no one can blame anyone for bad weather or bad fuel, but the cabins leaking fresh water
ruined my Saturday return clothes. I had to wear stinky balled up clothing from my laundary bag. The boat
had been serviced in Honduras recently and the Captain mentioned that he wasn't happy with the service
done. I'm not sure what service was done but leaking cabins are not pleasant, and the compressed air at the
camera tables was gone.

Still, if you are an avid photo person, there just isn't any better way to get in the water faster and easier than
a liveaboard boat. At my age I'm tired of dragging 50lbs of photo gear plus scuba equipment back and forth
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to the boat, not to mention worrying about theft.
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Aggressor Fleet, Apr 2012 (Rpt #6521) by Larry Schnabel (Email author). CA, US.
Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
[Unspecified]All over Caribbean, Cocos, Galapagos, Socorro Islands , Bermuda, Hawaii, Fiji, Yap, Palau,
Great barrier Reef,Solomon Islands, PNG,Tahiti, Viet-Nam,Greece, Italy, Burma-Thailand, Maldives,
Cozumel, La Paz, Yucatan, So. California.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: W W%  Beginners: W Value for $$: Wi o
Dive Operation: % %A ¥ Accommodations: %A ¥ i Food: ¥ i
Service and Attitude: W Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %% % #r Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas: choppy. Water: 80 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility:
50 to 85 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified]Those diving Nitrox were to go no deeper than the limit shown on their computers. Nitrox was
usually 31, so my computer limit was 111 ft..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1 or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %% %%  Tropical Fish: % # ¥ Small Critters: % ¥
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
[None]Belize Aggressor boat is made for diving- roomy space under bed to store dive bags. Rooms made up
daily, always fresh towels in room and on deck. Food was varied and very good- chicken , ribs , fish ,and a
wide variety of other well prepared and delicious food- as good as I have encountered on a dive boat.Wine
is included and came from Spain- adequate but could have been more variety of wine. Four day dives each
day plus a night dive. Once divers exhibited adequate dive and navigation skills, the divers were allowed
complete freedom on their dives. You could choose to dive with or without a divemaster from the boat.
Dives are off the stern ( no zodiacs used) and the dive deck has ample room to store gear and suit up. About
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30% of dives had strong currents, esp. when approaching the ladder at dives' end. Ladders are wide and easy
to climb up. Boat provides a hang tank as well as a safety stop bar 15 ft below the boat for those wishing to
hang there for their safety stop. The one dive where the divemasters dictated certain dive restrictions was
the Blue Hole dive, since most of the divers were on Nitrox and the Blue Hole is a relatively deep dive ( We
dove it on 25% Nitrox to allow for a deep dive, but were instructed to go no lower than 132 ft.). All in all it
is a superb boat, well staffed and organized with great food . It makes diving an easy and painless task. |
highly recommend this boat.

The nfom aton rported here are the opnbns ofthe authorofthis eportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been revEewed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contai enors, typos, ...P kase
reportany m aprpmobkn s by writhg to us and referencihg the rportnum berabove .

Belize Aggressor lll, Nov 2011 (Rpt #6411) by Steven P. Smith NY, US. Dive Experience:
101-250. Where else diving:
Cape Cod, Ft. Lauderdale, Turks & Caicos, Bahamas, Little Cayman, Grand Cayman.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: W%  Beginners: Wi Value for $$: i ¥
Dive Operation: % %A ¥ Accommodations: k¥  Food: A i
Service and Attitude: W W Environmental Sensitivity: %% #r Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: rainy. Seas: calm. Water: 76 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility: 60 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No decompression or solo diving, 120 ft. maximum.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corals: %% %%  Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: % ¥
Large Fish: ¥ %  Large Pelagics: %
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A

UWP Comments:
Not a photographer, but heard no complaints..

----- Overall Comments -----
Good:

1. The highlight of the trip was the captain (Piers) and crew (Jody, Fermin, Francisco, and Anna). Their
attentiveness to our needs and wishes was outstanding. Without being overbearing or obtrusive, Piers and
Fermin made themselves available to assist newer divers with shedding unnecessary weight, better trim and
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buoyancy control, and new skills (night dives, deeper dives). By the end of the week, all newer divers had
made measurable progress, and felt much more at ease and confident in the water.

2. On Friday afternoon, the crew made a variety of land excursions available. Our group went to the Mayan
ruins at Altun Ha. I would recommend this excursion.

3. The food was very good and plentiful, but shy of great.

Bad:

1. One of the cabins had an atrocious odor from some sort of mechanical problem. Fortunately, it was not
our cabin. Unfortunately, it had to be someone's cabin, and that someone was a couple of our friends.

2. The Aggressor cabins are cramped, no way around it. However, if one does all dives (I did), you spend
little time in the cabin other than dead-to-the-world asleep.

3. The boat had taken on some bad fuel, and the trip was minimally interrupted for refueling from another
liveaboard. This should actually switch to the "good" category, as Captain Piers and the crew handled it
very well and no dives were lost.

4. No sharks. None. Not even on the shark feeding dive. There were a good number of turtles, but no eagle
rays or mantas. I was a bit disappointed by the relatively few exotic marine species that we encountered.
All the dives seemed about the same.

5. More than one of the cylinders had worn O-rings, and the crew reported that they had difficulty in
obtaining satisfactory O-rings. Huh?

The nfom aton epored here are the ophbns ofthe authorofthis eportand notnecessarly those ofUnderunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been evewed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contah enors, typos, ... Pkase
eportany m aprpmobEm s by writhg to us and referencihg the rportnum berabove.

Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer Il, Dec 2011 (Rpt #6408) by Ken ON, CA. Dive Experience:
501-1000. Where else diving:
PNG, Hawaii, T&C, Bonaire, Roatan, Caymans, Bequia, Dominica,.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: W% ¥  Beginners: W ¥  Value for $$: i
Dive Operation: %% %%  Accommodations: % ¥  Food: d& ¥
Service and Attitude: %N %  Environmental Sensitivity: % % ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, cloudy, dry. Seas: calm, no currents. Water: 78 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm.
Visibility: 40 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----

Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
no deco, no solo, 500psi on the boat, they did not set a time limit on dives, can only dive during the
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appointed (5) time slots.
----- What | Saw -----

Sharks: 1 or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: ¥ i ¥ Tropical Fish: %y ¥ Small Critters: Y ¥ ¥ W
Large Fish: %%  Large Pelagics: %

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: % % i Subject Matter: 3 W i
Boat Facilities: ¥y % ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
2 multi level tables, 2 camera only rinse tanks, outlets on charging station on dive deck hard to access, extra
charging outlets available in salon, crew handled cameras very carefully

boat had several s&s dx2g cameras with single strobe available for rent.

----- Overall Comments -----
This is a repeat trip for us. Boat, crew & sites remain great. Still a goto destination for us (along with Divi in
Bonaire and the T&C Explorer).

With aggressor, the boat remained at Half Moon & Long caye all week. Captin claims these are the best
dive sites. There was a constant stream of day boat traffic coming out to the cayes every day. The crew
indicated transit time of up to 2 hours each way for the day boats. This makes me wonder about the relative
quality of the other "resort local" dive sites. Weather was calm enough to go to blue hole - first time in 5
weeks. The liveaboards need the wind to be just right or they can not moor without swinging onto the reef.

Dive sites around HM & L caye in good shape (no coral bleaching). Profile of most dives are very similar, a
wall as deep as you wanted with reef top around 50 to 40' and sand chutes starting from 70' leading to 25'
sand shallows nearer the shore. half moon caye sites had sand shallows with turtle grass, long caye sites
generally had coral shallows with a few sand channels. Shallows under the boat meant no concerns with
being restricted by NDLs as you can normally do the last half of your dive in relatively shallow depths (40
to 25"). Last 2 friday morning dives done off Turneffe were disappointing. Lower viz on a gently sloping
bottom. less fish life.

Lots of macro critters. Most dives had a turtle sighting. A few eagle rays. A couple reef & nurse sharks.
Handfull of morays. Not many large fish, but we always saw a few extremely friendly groupers or
barracuda - likely due to the dive masters feeding them lionfish. DM asked topside each dive if it was okay
to hunt lionfish. Night dives always produced a large number of basket stars on the wall edge, but little to no
large crabs or lobsters. Lots of neck crabs.

5 dive slots, 2 dive sites each day - with no restriction on dive duration. 2 morning dives on first site, boat
moved during lunch, then 2 afternoon dives, dinner and night dive on the second site. Boat always moved to
a night mooring midway between the 2 cayes each night. Nitrox available, but not really needed for NDL
issues. There was always a DM in the water for each dive. Many divers stayed with the DM, a few couples
buddy dived independent of the larger group. Lack of current allowed you to go either direction on wall so
we generally never saw other divers as every one spread out randomly. Lack of wind also meant the boat
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did not swing as much as usual on its mooring. Made for boring rides on the hang bar. Some divers luggage
was 2 days late - the crew made sure they had substitute gear so they could dive.

Dive deck is split in middle by stairs to salon and in general was mirrored on each side of the boat with 2 of
everything. Each diver had lots of under bench storage bin for fins, booties mask etc. Things can be tight if
every one tries to gear up at the same time. Separate sets of mask & suit rinse tanks along with 2 on deck
open air showers at back of boat. Plenty of hot water to rinse off, soap available as well. Individually
numbered towels where kept warm from dryer in an insulated tub by the showers. You did not share (or
exchange) your deck towel with another guest.

Boat was almost full with 19 of 20 possible divers. 17 were first time liveaboarders. The group integrated
well with no night owls. Not a party boat. A few young couples in their 30's with the majority of the boat
being over 50. When we came up from our first night dive, the rest of the boat had already retired for the
night. Was it something I said? No one did every dive available, but we generally had 6 to 10 night divers
each day. The night dive is normally done after dinner. Except on thursday night it was swapped with dinner
so that the boat could head to turneffe sooner. This allowed us to finally have a glass (or 2) of wine with our
meal. We stuck to 4 dives a day: 21 dives, 23 hours bottom time for the week.

Captain Eddy was relaxed and the crew had a lot of fun with the guests. Chef Jerry's food continues to
delight & surprise - he made a carrot soup one night which had a touch of orange juice to liven it up! Elia's
smile continues to brighten your week. Fresh cooked snacks after each dive. All drinks included. They give
you a cd with photos, a video is available for purchase.

The new to us thing (which we found a little odd) was a policy for the crew to help you on and off with your
fins. This was not a bad thing, but it also was not good for us. They claimed it was to speed up entry & exit
but it actually slowed us down. By mid week we convinced them to abandon this policy for us, especially
on the night dives. On the first few night dives we noticed a lonely DM hanging out near the hang bar
waiting for us to finish our dive so they could take our fins off.

The nfom aton rpored here are the opnbns ofthe authorofthis reportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been revEewed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contai enors, typos, ... P kase
reportany m aprprobknm s by w rithg to us and referencig the reportnum berabove .

Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer Il in Long Caye, Half Moon Caye, May 2012 (Rpt #6573)
by Rickie Sterne/Chrisanda Butto (Email author). AR, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000.
Where else diving:
Bahamas,Bay Islands,Bonaire,Caymans,Cozumel, Turks &
Caicos,SeaofCortez,Australia,Fiji,Micronesia,Indonesia.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: W%  Beginners: W d ¥  Value for $$: h k¥
Dive Operation: % %A ¥ Accommodations: Wi ¥ i Food: ¥ i
Service and Attitude: %W ¥k Environmental Sensitivity: i ¥ % ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
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Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas: calm, choppy, surge, no currents. Water: 82 to °F.
Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visibility: 40 to 60 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dive with a buddy; no deco diving..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: Schools.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %% %  Tropical Fish: % ¥ Small Critters: ¥ &
Large Fish: W%  Large Pelagics: Wi

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %%  Subject Matter: i Wi
Boat Facilities: ¥ % ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Fewer than half of the 20 divers carried cameras. Three were big rigs, two were smaller cameras with
strobes, and the remaining were small cameras in Lexan housings. The two camera tables were more than
spacious for that number of cameras. There was always space for batteries on the separate battery charging
station. Crew members handled our cameras carefully. Camera rinse tanks were treated as sacrosanct. One
diver who dipped his mask in the camera tank was politely reminded by a crew member where the mask
bucket was. Nor were any liquids left on the camera tables..
----- Overall Comments -----

During our twelve years of diving, Belize seems to have become our favorite Caribbean destination. We
have, at any rate, visited Belize most often. Obviously, we think the diving is good. We also prefer to dive
from liveaboards, so the presence of the very well-appointed Sun Dancer II contributes to the country's
attraction. Airline connections between Little Rock and Belize City are convenient, and IAH is a
well-organized port of entry into the US. Finally, we have discovered the Chateau Caribbean, a very
pleasant and accommodating inn with a good restaurant, located directly across the street from the Sun
Dancer's anchorage.

The Sun Dancer is hands down the most comfortable liveaboard we have been on in the Caribbean. The
cabins are better configured than those on the Aggressor boats. Deluxe cabins provide two single beds that
can be moved together. No one has to climb into an upper berth. There is also more storage space than on
the Aggressor boats, and the bathroom is self contained - sink, toilet, and shower are all in the bathroom.
This year we were in a Master Cabin because the Master Cabin was the only one available when we booked
our trip. We actually preferred the Deluxe Cabin we had last year. The two Master Cabins are in the bow of
the boat, which is a bit unstable in rough seas. On our crossing from Belize City to the outer cayes,
meclizine was in order. Plush terry robes hang in each cabin for divers' lounging comfort during the week.
Wake-up service with the delivery of coffee or tea to your cabin door is available each morning. The
stewardess kept our cabin clean and changed our nice, thick towels even more often that we requested.

The dive deck is spacious enough for the full load of twenty divers to gear up simultaneously. Each
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station provides an under-seat

basket for small personal gear, and the stations are large enough that one does not bump into a neighbor
while donning BC's. The ladders for re-entering the boat are very good. Despite qualifying for the senior
diver discount, we found it easy to trot up the ladders under full gear all week. The two warm water deck
showers felt great after each dive, as did the warm fluffy towels. Each towel is monogrammed with a dive
station number, a great innovation for infection control. We were served orange slices after every dive, a
good way to cure dry mouth.

The Lido deck, outside the salon, had covered tables outside near the wet bar. Many divers rehydrated
and logged their dives there. Guys who had finished diving for the day sat there with Beliken beers. The
sun deck at the top was partially covered. There was always a vacant chaise lounge, although the two
hammocks in the sun were frequently occupied.

In the air-conditioned salon, we enjoyed Carlos's delicious meals and snacks. Continental breakfast was
always laid out by the time we got there around 0630. Hot breakfast began at 0700. Breakfasts included
omelets, eggs to order, , Belizean journey cakes (I only wish we had been offered journey cakes more
often!), and waffles made from scratch. After the first morning dive, Carlos served some sort of cake each
morning, and there were pitchers of iced water, sweet tea, and lemonade available. Lunches followed the
second morning dive. Lunch always included a hot, homemade soup. The entrees ranged from sandwiches
to tacos to pasta to burgers - all good. Snacks after the first afternoon dive were savory. My favorites were
hummus and conch fritters, although most people might have voted for the spicy chicken wings and legs.
Dinner on the Sun Dancer is a seated, served affair with cloth tablecloths and napkins, stemware, and
attractive china. Each of the four courses is served separately. Dinner began with yet another homemade
soup accompanied by fresh, homemade breads. Salad, different each evening, came next. Entrees included
duck with fruit sauce, snapper, shrimp in a cheese sauce, chicken in mushroom sauce, and a "holiday"
dinner of stuffed turkey and ham. Veggies were fresh and well cooked and seasoned. And then came truly
stellar desserts! Very decent Chilean wines were poured for those who were not night diving. The Sun
Dancer certainly has served us the best meals we have eaten while diving in the Caribbean.

Most important of all, however, is the diving. Belize's walls offer corals, sponges, and gorgonians as
pretty as any we have seen in the Caribbean and prettier than many destinations. Many of the walls begin in
less than twenty feet of water, so you can continue diving during your safety stop. The walls are also quite
expansive, so you do not constantly run into the other eighteen divers. We actually thought the diving had
improved during the past year. We certainly saw more species of fish this year. We saw turtles on most
dives, and we saw two dozen reef sharks during the week. Diving from the same boat in May, 2011, we saw
no turtles and one gray reef shark. When I asked divemaster John about this rather dramatic change, he
explained that the Belizean government has passed a new, stricter law limiting trawler and longline fishing
and is enforcing that law vigorously. Fisherman found in violation lose their fishing licenses. And, said
John, fishermen who lose their commercial fishing licenses "lose their future." All the groupers we saw last
year apparently did not get caught and had grown quite large. We spotted two large nurse sharks snoozing
under coral heads. We also saw tarpon on every dive. The Sun Dancer now allows divers to spear fish for
lionfish. We suspect that the tarpon thought our reef sticks were spears and were hoping for a lionfish treat.
On Long Caye Wall we saw areas of very healthy, algae-free stony corals that looked as if they might be
new growth. Eagle rays soared past on three of our dives. We saw green and speckled morays, large
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colonies of garden eels, three species of sea cucumbers, a number of lobsters, and huge clinging channel
crabs. In addition to admiring the many species of colorful tropical fish, we like to spend some time
hunting for small stuff. We actually spent one entire dive over a bed of turtle grass scanning for pipefish.
We did finally spot one of those filamentous creatures, despite the distraction of a half dozen southern
stingrays accompanied by various opportunistic hunters. Other small critters we encountered included
arrow blennies, wire coral shrimp, tiny squat anemone shrimp, and tozeuma shrimp. Despite finding
colonies of bluebell tunicates, we were unable to locate any nudis. The highlight of our diving week
occurred on a late afternoon dive at Cathedral. A mid-sized hawksbill turtle was dining on a large sponge at
80 feet. Around him hovered two gray angels, one French angel, one queen angel, and a rock beauty,
feasting on his scraps. Both turtle and fish were indifferent to our observation and Rickie's strobe. We
came very close to violating the no deco rule on that dive. We enjoyed four days of very good diving and
two days of diving wherever the crew could find shelter from the strong winds that accompanied the rain
that fell. Chain Wall and East Cut are decent sites, but they start in fifty feet of water. We had chosen to
dive air, and were watching our no deco time far more closely than our air time on those dives. On our last
dive at East Cut, a pod of ten dolphins swam very close to us. The reefs at Turneffe Island are far more
damaged than those at Long Caye and Half Moon Caye. We did two dives at Turneffe Island on our way
back to Belize City. Even there we saw a turtle and a reef shark, as well as the endemic whitelined toadfish.

Sometimes repeat trips can be disappointing. But we felt that the diving on Belize's outer cayes had
actually improved and that the Sun Dancer II and her crew remained outstanding. If we dive in the
Caribbean next spring, you will find us in a deluxe cabin on the Sun Dancer.

----- Other Subscribers' Comments -----
By Patricia A . Watson in Eucha, US at Jun 05, 2012 10:09 EST
Thanks, Chris! As always, you are so generous with your marvelously
detailed reporting! So good to hear of the more plentiful marine life
since we were all there together in '11! Reunion in '137?? Pat Watson

The nfom atbn rpored here are the ophbns ofthe authorofthis eportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
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Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer Il, Sep 2012 (Rpt #6718) by Karen Woods (Email author),
TX, US. Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
Hawaii, Cayman Islands, Bonaire, Curacao, Maldives, Cozumel, Costa Rica, Utilla, Belize.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: Wi i W Beginners: W W Wi Value for $$: %A Wi
Dive Operation: % % i ¥ Accommodations: Ak ¥k  Food: Wik
Service and Attitude: YA W Environmental Sensitivity: %% % & Shore Diving: N/A
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Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: dry. Seas: calm. Water: 83 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility: 70 to 90 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Back on boat with 500psi. Suggested depth limits to 100 feet..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales: None.
Corals: %% %  Tropical Fish: %% Small Critters: Wi ¥ %
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: % ¥ ¥ Subject Matter: A %
Boat Facilities: ¥ % ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Excellent set up for photography. Dry tables on both sides of boat with 2 shelves for cameras. Camera
rinse buckets and air pressure hose to blast dry equipment if needed. All dive masters were photo sensitive,
handled all cameras with great care and often picked them up and carried them to entry point at beginning
of dive for you. 3 of the dive masters were expert photogs and were available to offer lighting tips and other
tips 1f asked including photography critiques and suggestions for better settings or lighting positions etc..
----- Overall Comments -----
This was a great operation! Best live aboard I have been on in terms of service and comfort. Great diving,
with 5 dives per day planned and executed. Boat accomadates 20 guests. Rooms are very comfortable. All
AC works which has not been the case on prior trips with other boats I have been on. I was in room 10,
walk out 10 steps and directly onto the dive deck! Only downside to room 10 is that it is very close to boat
engine and noisy on the one 5 hour overnight trip from Belize City to Lighthouse reef. After that, no
problem. Most rooms have 2 twins, very comfortable mattress. Small bathroom but perfect for divers.
Great hot water, and water pressure. Marine head in each bath, but takes some time to flush. Flat screen
TV with DVD player in each room with over 200 DVD's on board to watch at no cost. Big picture window
in each room on main level. Lower level rooms were darker and had only port hole window and I would
suggest requesting a room on the main level. The Owners suite was larger with a larger bathroom on lower
level, but not decorated any better and in my opinion not worth the extra cost. Very large salon with
comfortable tables for dining and large couch seating area with huge flat screen TV for movies. Electrical
outlets plentiful in salon and 2 outlets over each bed in your rooms for charging. 24 hour coffee in salon.
Wake up service daily by hanging a card on your door with requested time. They will also deliver coffee,
tea, or juice with your wake up call to your room! Breakfast includes a cold buffet with fruit, toast and
bagels and made to order eggs, omelets, oatmeal, waffles etc daily. Lunch and dinner menus are posted
daily. Lunch is a buffet and dinner is served at your table, 4 courses with linen table cloths and napkins.
Daily homeade soups and bread with dinner!!

The diving was excellent. A divemaster is in the water on every dive but you are not required to follow
them. Can always dive your own profile. Easy navigation as most dives are wall dives, sink to depth,
follow the wall one direction, turn around after 20-30 minutes and rise to top of wall and return and explore
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until you find the boat. Lots of great corals, sponges, fans. Many small critters, great for macro
photography. Reef sharks on many dives, a few nurse sharks, turtle and rays. Many octopus on night dives,
lobster, hermit crabs etc.

General plan is wake up and motor about 15 minutes to dive site during breakfast. Dive briefing and then 2
dives at morning site. Lunch and motor to next site. 3 dives at 2nd site (including night dive). Snacks and
meals between dives. Wine and beer after diving at no extra charge. Warm water deck showers when you
come on deck and then staff wraps you in a warm towel and give a quick neck massage after each dive!
Nothing better!! Nitrox available for $100.00 for the week. Tanks are filled at your dive station by hoses
brought directly to your tank. You never have to remove your BC from the tank the entire week. Rinse
tanks for gear on both sides of boat and hose with fresh water for other rinsing is available.

Food was excellent!! Head chef is Jerry, assisted by Carlos. Both take great pride in their cooking and
presentation and make every effort to accomadate your needs. Carlos shared recipes with me and
commented that the Culinary Institute of America sent a chef to work with them for 4 weeks on recipes and
food preparation. Barbara assists with all kitchen serving, room cleaning,the "boatique" and any other
special needs you may have. She is awesome and fun.

All the dive masters are excellent and attend to any level of service you need. If you want close
supervision, they will accomadate. Minor equipment issues can be addressed by them as well. My inflator
mechanism stopped working on my BC and John switched out the device in order for me to complete the
week of diving. Jerry ( the divemaster and ship engineer) helped me with photography advice, and helped
me set up a slide show on their large screen in the salon to show at the end of the trip. I can't say enough
about the excellent crew and their dedication to service.

On the day we dove the Blue Hole, we also stopped at Half Moon Caye to tour the island and the Booby
bird rookery. Great stop and nice to get on land. We returned to port on Friday mid day. Had lunch on boat
and then were able to leave boat for excursions or stay on board and relax. I opted to stay on board. Others
went on an excursion for Cave Tubing for $110.00. They left at 1pm and did not return until 645pm. Took
1.5 hours to get there and back. Once there they hiked in the jungle carrying their tube and wearing
helmets. I am told it was very hot and humid and lots of bugs. Tubing part was nice but no rapids, they
were hooked together on tubes and pulled down the river. Most say they enjoyed it after the long hike to the
starting point. I was tired after 5 dives per day for 5 days and was pleased that I chose to stay behind on the
boat!

In summary, this was an excellent trip and dive operation and I would highly recommend this trip. Captain
Eddy was awesome and his crew Divemasters Jerry, Karim and John, Chefs Jerry and Carlos and service
and room maintenence by Barbara were fantastic.
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Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer Il in Lighthouse Reef/Turneffe Reef, Oct 2012 (Rpt
#6763) by Michael J. Millet (Email author). CA, US. Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
Galapagos, Solomon Islands, PNG, GBR, Vanuatu, Palau, Philippines, Indonesia, Yap, Kosrae, Truk, Fiji,
Socorros, All over the Caribbean..
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners: A%  Value for $$: ki
Dive Operation: W% ¥ %  Accommodations: ¥  Food: WA
Service and Attitude: %A%  Environmental Sensitivity: A% %%  Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, cloudy. Seas: calm, choppy. Water: 82 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No deco.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals: % %%  Tropical Fish: %%  Small Critters: Wi ¥ %
Large Fish: %r#  Large Pelagics: Wi
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: %% %  Subject Matter: i ¥
Boat Facilities: % % ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
The Sun Dancer II has 2 camera tables, plenty of battery charging stations and 2 large dedicated camera
rinse tanks. Air hose at camera tables; no smaller towels for cameras.

The marine life at the outer atolls of Belize is better than that around Ambergris Caye but it is not as
plentiful and vibrant as it was a few years ago. The reefs appear to have more algae on them perhaps a result
of the increase in lionfish that are eating the reef fish.

Best photo ops were arrow crabs, pederson shrimp, hermit crabs, eels, spotted toadfish and a few moon
jellies..

----- Overall Comments -----
The Sun Dancer II is a spacious boat with all cabins having a queen bed or 2 full twin beds. Cabins have a
large window and plenty of storage; each has a flat screen and DVD player.

The dive stations and dive deck are easy to get around even with a full boat. Diving on the atolls is fairly
laid back with out & back dives along a wall. Very little current and decent viz.

Encountered the usual Caribbean critters: hawksbill turtles, groupers, a few eagle rays, lots of eels, shrimp,
crab, and had some good luck finding the spotted toadfish (so ugly they're almost cute). Also, plenty of
barracuda and decent sized schools of jacks under the boat.
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Like other places in the Caribbean, the reef fish these atolls are being negatively affected by the growing
presence of lionfish, which we encountered on essentially every dive.

The crew was very friendly and helpful, as usual for an Aggressor/Dancer boat. I do feel that the variety and
quality of the food served on the boat has declined.

The nfom aton rpored here are the opnbns ofthe authorofthis reportand notnecessarly those ofUndercunentor
any ofthe owners orstaff. Ehas NO T been revEwed by Undercunent. The m ateralm ay contai enors, typos, ... P kase
reportany m aprprobknm s by writhg to us and referencihg the reportnum berabove .

Bermuda (1 Reports)

Bermuda Diving Overview

Despite Bermuda's pricey, elegant hotels and British manners, it's simply not a tropical dive destination,
even for beginners. Reefs are thin and there's sparse fish life, although wreck divers can find dives to get
excited about here.... From January to March, the average high is 68 degrees, the low around 58. Summers
are balmy, waters chilly. Bermuda's in the hurricane zone, around the same latitude as Charleston, South
Carolina....

Bermuda Seasonal Planner

Bermuda is surprisingly far north, located on about the same latitude as Dallas, TX. Winds blow out of the
south for most of the summer. In the winter, storms from the west and northwest are common. Water
temperature varies from low 60s during the winter to summer highs in the 80s. The average yearly rainfall
of 57 inches is generally evenly distributed throughout the year.

Land-Based

Blue Water Divers & Watersports/The Pink Beach Club, May 2012 (Rpt #6605)
by Charlie Killam (Email author), NH, US. Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
New Hampshire, Florida, Puerto Rico, Belize, Honduras, Turks and Caicos.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: W%  Beginners: % i Value for $$: % ¥ ¥
Dive Operation: % %A i Accommodations: %k ¥ Wk Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: ¥ ¥ Environmental Sensitivity: 3 ¥ & Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: A ¥ A
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