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Belize (14 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview
Inside the world's second-largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. GOOD
DIVING IN BELIZE IS REACHABLE FROM LIVE ABOARDS OR FROM RESORTS on the offshore
cayes. The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting
but disappointing to many experienced divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip,
take a couple days to visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour
fl ight from Houston. Belize lies in the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits.

--------------------------------

Belize Seasonal Planner
 The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June, when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit in 1931, 1961, and 1978. During winter months (mainly December, January, and
February), Belize is also subject to northers that blow down and disrupt diving for several days. Water
temperature may dip as low as the 70s in the winter and reach as high as 85 in the summer.

--------------------------------

Land-Based
Amigos Del Mar/Mayan Princess in Ambergris Caye, Jan 2012 (Rpt #6421) 
by Robert Barada (Email author), CA, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Palau, Yap, Fiji, Cozumel, Bonaire, Cayman Brac, Hawaii, California Coast, Belize, Bora Bora. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: N/AService and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
1 mm. Visibility:  35 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The DM called the dives at 55 minutes; by the time you got back on the boat it was 60 - 65 minutes.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1         or. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  >         2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
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Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The Mayan Princess was clean and spacious, looking out at the water from the patio.  We had a 2nd floor
room, which is recommended.  Someone on the first floor left his wetsuit out to dry on the patio and found
it missing the next day.  Their kitchen facilities were bare bones, with a small refrigerator, a microwave, two
burners, and a coffee pot.  Bring your own coffee and filters if you want to have coffee the first morning. 
There were very basic cooking utensils.  We ate breakfast in our room before going to the dive operation. 
We prepared dinner a couple times during the week.  The "continental breakfast" was very basic.  A hard
roll or bread to make toast, a few fruit items, and coffee:  bring your own cup and plate from your room. 
The water was potable, but didn't taste like it.  They have gallon jugs of water at the desk, but you were
charged for it.

The hotel is in downtown San Pedro.  There are grocery stores almost every block.  We ate lunch at Lily's
next-door top the dive op between our 2nd and 3rd dives.  Good food and reasonable prices.  We had dinner
out and enjoyed Carambas, Wild Mango's (best), Blue Water Grill, and Estele's. 

The dive operation at Amigos Del Mar was inconsistent.  We had Renee and Tony on our boat - two guys
that had worked together for 25 years.  They were superb!  We had between 6 and 10 divers on a 24 foot
boat, mostly very experienced divers.  The other boats in our group -- about 30 divers -- had varying
experiences. You bring your gear to the dive op and they wash it and store it for the rest of the trip. The dive
sites are between 10 and 15 minutes from the dive op, so you do the surface interval back at the dock and
they have water, Tang, coffee and fruit.

The first day we woke to driving rain and very strong winds.  The rain stopped by the time we got to the
dive op, but the wind was still blowing strong. We went out through the pass in the reef to find heavy seas. 
We back rolled off the boat.  Getting back on was exciting to say the least.  The boat was heaving up and
down pretty severely and the ladder was short.  You take off your BC and fins and hand them up.  The DM
is in the water at the ladder and he assists you.  We ran into the dock for the surface interval and only 6 of us
went out for the 2nd dive; the others thought it was too rough and had a hard time getting back in the boat. 
They cancelled the 3rd dive in the afternoon and cancelled the next day's dives because of the wind and the
heavy seas.  We did 3 dives a day for the rest of the week.

The diving off Ambergris Caye was pretty good.  The topography was spectacular with plateaus and
canyons with sand at the bottom.  On average, the top of the canyons was between 45 and 60 foot deep and
the canyons were as deep as 85 feet.  The coral life was pretty good for the Caribbean.  We saw lots of fish
life, nurse sharks on every dive, a few gray reef sharks, groupers, turtles, lobsters, crabs, eels and lots of
spotted Eagle Rays.  Once we had dolphins swim by us at the safety stop.  The Dive Master would call the
dive at 55 minutes so by the time you did your safety stop and got back on the boat, most dives were over
60 minutes.  We dove Nitrox the whole time and our computers said were never at risk of deco.

This dive op feeds the fish and handles the nurse sharks and eels.  I didn't pass judgment on these practices,
but some did.  The DM would grab the nurse sharks by the fins and roll them over.  Once they relaxed he
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would roll them right side up and invite divers to hold them for pictures.  Once he took food down and
coaxed 5 or 6 nurse sharks to one spot and held a number of them.  And he coaxed a large green moray out
of his hole and held him as well for pictures.

We went to the Blue Hole with this dive op on Tuesday.  They use a 48-foot dive boat that is very
comfortable.  There were over 30 divers for the Blue Hole trip, some of which were very inexperienced for
a 140 foot dive.  It was about a 2-½ hour boat ride to the Blue Hole, most of it in very rough seas.  There
wasn't very much to see at the Blue Hole; some stalactites and a few reef sharks.  You stay at 140 feet for
about 8 minutes, and then start your ascent.  This is a "have to do it once" dive, but I wouldn't do it again. 
We did two spectacular dives after the Blue Hole, one at Half Moon Caye Wall and one at the Aquarium. 
After about 12 hours on the boat, it was a very tiring day.

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

Hamanasi in South Reef, Jan 2012 (Rpt #6406) by Patricia MacSween  AB, CA. 
Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Yap, Truk, Palau, North Sulawesi, Hawaii, Thailand, Aruba, Cayman, Roatan, Corn Islands, Grenadines,
and others. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
usual. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
Although there was a nice bucket of fresh water exclusively for underwater cameras, there was no real space
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to safely keep cameras on a table to/between/from dives.  The crew was very helpful about handing cameras
to divers in the water, and putting the cameras in the separate rinse bucket.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The dive guides were great -- we had mostly Martin and Tirrell -- but comments from all guests on board
were favorable for all guides.  Watched one of the dive masters be extremely patient with a "hesitant" open
water certification diver on 2 of her first dives.  Boats were in good condition and appeared to be well
maintained.  It was lovely to be able to arrive at the boat in the morning and have all gear transported to the
boat by staff, and then to hop off the boat and know that it would be rinsed and hung overnight for us. 
Although we were allowed to dive our own profile, felt safety first was a concern of the crew. We had some
windy weather during our stay, and getting on board was trickly.. however, the crew managed to board us
all quickly, efficiently, and safely with help from them for us to get up the ladder and safely to our seat. The
stop at the small island between dives, complete with cookies, juice and fruit was a nice touch. 

Really would recommend Hamanasi to anyone diving in that area, and would certainly like to return
sometime and dive with them again.

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

Hamanasi in Southern Reef/Glover's Reef, Oct 2012 (Rpt #6764) by Michael J. Millet 
(Email author), CA, US. Dive Experience:  Over 1000. Where else diving:  
Galapagos, Solomon Islands, PNG, GBR, Vanuatu, Palau, Philippines, Indonesia, Yap, Kosrae, Truk, Fiji,
Socorros, All over the Caribbean.. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  82 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  
3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
No Deco. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
At Hamanasi, most of of the diving is on the southern reef. We did a 3-tank trip to Glover's Reef, which is
well worth it. The quantity and variety of reef fish seemed to be less than in previous visits to Belize. Best
photo ops were with smaller critters such as crabs and shrimps. No topside rinse tank for cameras; used
shower by pool to rinse camera. Small 5 gallon on boat for cameras that was usually inadequate; suggested
that a cooler be put on board for cameras. Suggestion was ignored.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Hamanasi is a beautiful resort that takes some effort to get to. It is about a 45 minute van ride from the
Dangriga airstrip in Southern Belize. One must connect thru Belize City.

Had an ocean view, 2nd level room that was very spacious; king bed, large lanai. The staff is very friendly
and helpful. The operation is quite well organized offering a good variety of topside excursions along with
diving. Snorkeling is also offered for non-divers. In fact, during my stay, there were more non-divers than
divers. 

There is a large pool surrounded by plenty of lounge chairs with pads and towels. Bar service is offered at
the pool. The bar area is cozy and friendly with a Happy Hour from 4 PM to 6 PM. 

The breakfasts are buffet with the usual toast, breads, scrambled eggs, breakfast meat, fruits and juices. No
made-to-order eggs or omelets are offered.

Lunch and Dinner are ordered off the menu with daily specials. The food is generally very good with a nice
variety. There were a couple occasions of over-cooked chicken and fish. But I also had some succulent lamb
and a cooked-to-order rare steak that was very tasty.

The desserts are limited by quite good.

The normal dive trip is a morning 2-tank trip to the local reefs, about a 30-40 minute trip. The dive boat is
fairly spacious with lots of cover and dry areas. Water, juice, fruit and cookies are offered between dives.
The dive operation takes care of all the dive gear from set-up to rinsing and storing. The dive crew is
helpful, friendly and very knowledgeable regarding the reef and its marine life. Like other areas in the
Caribbean, the Belize reefs have been inundated with lionfish, which are having a very negative effect on
the marine life. The Hamanasi dive crew took spears on every dive and managed to snag a few of these
villians.

There are several topside activities that are offered as part of the standard package. Most of my activity was
spent underwater,however, I did do the Bocawina zip line trip, which was quite exhilarating and well worth
the additional cost.

Another nice feature is Ginger, the resort's cat, whom I found outside my door on a couple of occasions.

Hamanasi is a very, very nice resort with beautiful grounds and a comfortable atmosphere. I have already
booked a return visit.
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NOTE: bring bug repellent!! The no-see-'ems are almost as bad as Honduras.

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

Turneffe Flats in Turneffe Atoll, Oct 2011 (Rpt #6376) by Susan Titus (Email author),
 VA, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Bonaire, Curacao, Saba, Dominica, Honduras, Cozumel, Belize, St. Vincent, Bequia, Oahu, Tobago,
Roatan, Utila.... 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  76 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Group time limit stated for dive - varied by location and conditions. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: N/A
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
On the small boat (6-7 divers or less go out in a smaller boat) there is not a good set-up for cameras. On the
large boat, there is a large freshwater tank and a table..and lots of space.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We went to Turneffe Flats to scuba dive the atoll (no fishing).  From some reviews we read, we didn't have
high expectations for the resort itself.  I can say that TF was quite a wonderful surprise. Our 3BR villa was
very comfortable, the food was excellent, and the staff were very accommodating and social.  The grounds
are perfectly kept, there is a great deal of privacy in the lodging, and the 'great room' for dining, internet,
etc. is the hub that connects all the guests and the staff.  The owners were off-site during our stay - the
managing couple ran the operation flawlessly.

Our villa had a lot of space in the bedrooms and great little storage touches such as shelves in the bathroom
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and closet, hanging hooks and dressers.  The shower took a little finessing at times to hold a constant
temperature - remember that water is barreled rainwater and the power is from generators.  Given this, the
shower was always ideal!  Coffee is set-up daily in your suite so it's ready to brew each morning.  We opted
to have our morning coffee over at the lodge with our breakfast - for those that need a faster caffeine hit, the
in-room set up is perfect.

The food really surpassed our expectations - quite the variety, excellent quality, and enough to satisfy
everyone at every meal.  Each guest picks their lunch in the evening, and it is sent off with the boats in the
morning.  Snacks and drinks are packed as well - it's a great system.  During our stay, everyone 'swapped'
seats at the shared tables several evenings so we could enjoy the diverse company of fishers and divers. 
Many staff members dine with the guests, so your daily adventures can continue over a great meal.

We had the misfortune to have tropical storm/pending hurricane Rene affect the visibility, wind, waves and
accessibility of the usual dive sites for the bulk or our week- including one whole day spent hunkered down
with all the fishing guests in the great room.  Even with these adverse conditions, we still found great sites
to dive every day we hit the water. The fish were not as plentiful as expected - also could have been due to
water conditions.  A day dive at Lighthouse Reef and the Blue Hole was a real adventure trip with big wind
and waves  - more fish were at this reef.

Lionfish have arrived in force; a portion of each dive time is spent by the dive guides eradicating these
invasive fish. They are quite tough and seem to survive even severe injuries. (We were fortunate enough to
bag a good number of larger specimens which were cooked up as an appetizer.  They were simply
delicious!)  The sheer number of lionfish may also be affecting the counts of smaller fish on the reefs. 
There were some wonderful large schools of chromis and creole wrasse that enveloped us on a few sites. 
It's hard to really rate the diving from our trip - the conditions were really less than ideal.  We give kudos to
our guides for getting us to sites each day that offered about the best conditions we could hope for.

It is best to have 6 (7?) or more divers at the resort, in order to support the use of the larger dive boat.  The
smaller boat is less sheltered and a bit tighter on space. We totaled 5 divers with another set of guests, and
opted to pay a bit extra to cover the fuel to use the larger boat (due to the wind, waves, etc, it was far more
comfortable).  The dive staff took care of rinsing dive gear, set-up and changing tanks between dives - they
did a perfect job and were careful with diver's gear.

What did we wish we knew before we went?  Bring a few layers, a light jacket, or a T with long-sleeves. 
Even without the storm, the wind can be high and it gets chilly.  If you can shop for wine in Belize City
before catching the transfer boat, it can save you a few dollars if you drink quickly.  Great wine is available
at the lodge; not unreasonable prices but higher than packing your own.  Bring a warmer wetsuit layer than
you normally use in the Caribbean  – the water can get very cool from currents!

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.
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Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Islands, May 2012 (Rpt #6551) by Peter Rae 
(Email author), CT, US. Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Baja California, Bonaire, Caymans, Croatia, Florida, Indonesia, New England, North Carolina, Roatan,
Turks & Caicos. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  77 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  60 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The depth limit was usually about 70-80 feet, and about 130 feet in the Blue Hole. The divers (a group of
about eight) generally stayed with or near the divemaster.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
No tank for cameras on the boat, and a smallish rinse tank on the dock. The boat captain and the divemaster
were thoughtful and careful in handling my camera on board and on land, and promptly transferred the
camera to/from me at the beginning and end of dives.  There were some nice photo opportunities, e.g.,
loggerhead and hawksbill turtles, eagle rays and southern stingrays, green and spotted moray eels, Nassau
and black groupers, horse-eyed jacks, permits, jawfish, drums, hamlets, soapfish, scorpion fish, sea
cucumbers, lobsters, crabs and shrimp and other critters, etc.  I used a macro lens for about half the dives.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
As others have reported, Turneffe Island Resort is a fabulous place.  Located on a very small, private, island
in the Turneffe Atoll, which is about 35 miles from Belize City, the resort is beautifully managed by Alain
and Maya: the accomodations are deluxe; the meals, which are served family-style, are excellent; the
grounds are very well cared for; and the staff are - to a person - terrific.  In particular, Jorje (aka George),
the bartender, is very attentive and is a lot of fun, besides.  

Turning to the water part of the trip, the separate diving and snorkeling operations were quite good.  The
diving was very much valet diving. 

I (the diver) was much impressed by the divemaster, Bart, and by the captain, Marcel.  There were two or
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three dives each day to various fore reef and reef crest dive sites, where Bart provided informative pre-dive
briefings and pointed out various creatures during underwater tours, and gave good attention to safety. The
seas outside the reef were often choppy, but easily managed; the dives were usually done as drift dives, and
most of the drifts were gentle.  Most dives are at sites around the southern end of the Turneffe Atoll, but one
day is spent doing three dives at Lighthouse Reef, which is about thirty miles east of Turneffe, and is where
the Belize Blue Hole is located. My only disappointment of the week was the Blue Hole; while it was
interesting due to the stalactite structures appearing at around 120 feet, and to the half-dozen or so bull
sharks that cruised by, the visibility was poor the day we dived it.  On the other hand, the walls of Half
Moon Caye and Long Caye, also part of the Lighthouse Reef Atoll, were pretty nice.  There are plenty of
lionfish in the Belize area, but the divemasters are doing what they can to bring the numbers down, and we
had excellent lionfish ceviche one night. 

My wife (the snorkeler) much enjoyed the two-a-day boat trips with Carlos, the captain/guide, to various
sites within the atoll. They also snorkeled the rim of the Blue Hole, and another couple of sites in the
Lighthouse Reef Atoll.

It was hard to leave.

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

Turneffe Island Resort /Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Islands Atoll, Oct 2012
(Rpt #6761) by  Cynthia L. Cook (Email author), TX, US. Dive Experience:  251-500. 
Where else diving:  
Cozumel, Cayman, Turks Caicos, Bonaire, Roatan, Utila, Costa Rica. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  dry. Seas:  no currents. Water:  75 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
All divers have to use a computer. Depth and time profiles were given during briefing but was very flexible
as long as everyone was visable to the divemaster. 

----- What I Saw -----
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Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
There is no particular set up for UWP. The dives are off small boats with backroll entry and have no room
for camera storage. My husband put his large camera between his feet for the ride out and back. However,
the boat trips were maybe 10 minutes and we returned to the resort after each dive. Mark rinsed his camera
in the room and does that anyway.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The place is unequivocally fabulous.  The 1-1/2 hr boat ride to the island upon arrival is filled with
anticipation and a great opportunity to "check out" who will be on the island with you. We stayed 11 nights
and were told that was an unusually long stay - we thought that was unsual because we would have liked to
have stayed longer! The accommodations are beautiful, beds were great, privacy great and the outdoor
private shower made me want one at home. We never used the indoor shower. The food was plentiful and
served family style. However, the menu we discovered is pretty much the same from week to week but that
was fine since the food was good. It was conch and lobster season so we had both fresh from the sea for a
beach cookout the Friday night we were there.  The pool is nice to relax in at the end of the dive day BUT
be sure to keep the deet on after you get out of the water - I made the mistake of not doing that only one
time but itched for several days because of it.  The pool bar is the definite evening gathering place and
George is there to serve whatever you want until the last person says goodnight.  The entire staff was very
accommodating. The resorts large yacht was out of order on the first Tuesday we were there for the Blue
Hole trip and they chartered another boat that we thought was completely inadequate for a trip from 7:30
a.m until 5 p.m. Alan, the manager, completely took care of our concern.  Mark and I stayed behind and
Alan took us for our own private diving day to the sites around the island - it was great!  And the staff
prepared our meals as we wanted them.  The next Tuesday Alan made sure the yacht was delivered back to
island so we would not miss the opportunity for the Blue Hole trip - we were very pleased.  So we had a
couple of days that Mark and I were the only guests on the island and it was paradise. 

Mark went fishing one morning and had a wonderful time.  Brought back several snapper that were cooked
up for dinner that night.  Others did the same and the bounty was shared each time. 

The marine life was some of the best we have seen.  The reefs were beautiful. Several spoted eagle rays,
shark, and many small creatures that I had never seen before.  The divemaster was laid back and very
attentive to pointing out things and to signals that others wanted to share a "find."  The diving was
wonderful, relaxed and although we had a profile to dive, everyone pretty much spread out and did their
own diving so long as we all ended up at the same place at the end.  There were some new divers that were
well cared for without holding the experienced divers back.  I think their experiences created a desire to
dive more - they were always very excited at the end of their dives and anxious to hear from the experienced
divers about how to improve their skills. I wore a wetsuit but I always do for protection.  But the water was
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like bath water.  

Literally - the only "bad" are the sand fleas but the perfume of choice was deet and that fixed that problem. 
No TV RAdio computer was so very nice.  I read 600+ pages of an 800+ page book.  This is a very
comfortable, laid back place.  Dress up or not - we chose "not".  We will be going back. 

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

Turtle Inn  in Placencia, May 2012 (Rpt #6563) by Charlie Wright (Email author), OH, US. 
Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Bonaire, Turks and Caicos, Honduras, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Florida, Cabo, Cazumel,. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  2 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
80 feet on whale shark dives, whale shark area restriction. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. 
Whale Sharks:  > 2. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
I am not a photographer however whale shark and bull shark pictures can be very interesting.  Not to
mention the turtles, eagle rays and reef sharks.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
This was our third trip to Belize and second trip to whale shark dive at the Turtle Inn.  Saw whale sharks
both trips, on the surface and at a 110 feet plus in between.  First trip was at the full moon in April 2010,
second trip full moon May 2012.  Recommend arriving at about the full moon and staying at least a week. 
The resort looks east so you see the full moon rise over the ocean.  The beech is protected by the largest reef
in the northern latitudes second only to the Great Barrier Reef.  The whale shark diving is outside the reef

Belize: Land:      54/695



2013 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

and the reef diving around the reef.  There is about a 45 minute ride to the dive area.  I have about 200 dives
mostly in the Caribbean and if you like the convenience of the area but want to step up the diving blue water
whale shark diving plus the bull sharks is the ticket.  First trip I watched a hammerhead swim past thirty feet
below the surface.  There can be waves however the reef protects the reef diving.  Additionally we saw
loggerhead turtles, some very large.  

The Turtle Inn is a five star diving experience.  Dee and I found it listed as the Caribbean Dive/Resort
Operator in the book “Diving in Style”.  This Francis Coppola resort lived up to all and more as reviewed in
the book.  You stay in cottages on or around the beach and the new dive boat leaves from the bay side
behind the resort. This is not the low budget dive destination however the value is definitely there for the
dollars paid.  The dive shop manager, Bertram, has been there 10 years.  The new dive boat is well laid out
with an upper deck plus ample area to get out of the sun.  His staff is excellent including dealing with an
unexpected diver situation on one of our reef dives.  The dive trip has a lunch break between dives either on
an island or for whale shark diving on the boat in a snorkeling area inside the reef.  For reef diving we really
like Bonaire (three trips to Den Laman) however the reef diving in Belize was on par with Bonaire plus you
have the blue water diving with its larger pelagic and fish species not to forget the Blue Hole for advanced
divers.  Also in Belize there is the back country including a second Coppola resort called Blancaneaux
Lodge.  We have not been there however on our first trip we visited the back country and found it very
interesting especially the night hike.  The bottom line on the Turtle Inn is the people from Martin, the GM
from Holland, through all the other staff areas.  Part of why we returned was the friendships made with the
servers.  This was our first trip since Martin became GM.  Unlike most resorts, even top resorts, he spent a
lot of his time engaged with the guests including diving on some of our dive trips.  

The inform ation reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The m aterial m ay contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any m ajor problem s by writing to us and referencing the report num ber above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Liveaboards
Aggressor Fleet, Jan 2012 (Rpt #6396) by Allan Freilich (Email author), NY, US. 
Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Bronx, Brooklyn,Queens, Long Island,Belize, Cayman, Turks,Cozumel, Playa Chincerro,Honduras,etc. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: N/AShore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
25 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
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