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Citizens to leave Egypt immediately also influenced my decision.

I took advantage of Red Sea Diving College's winter package: multiple dives at a 10% discount with free
Nitrox.  I also paid extra for 15L tanks, which helped with my bottom time.  I used their wetsuit (5mm
separates) and fins.  

At the recommendation of Red Sea Diving College I stayed at the Eden Rock hotel.  It was clean, relatively
quiet, with a nice view from the balcony and a lovely shower.  The hotel is set above the port, and is an easy
walk to Red Sea Diving College (as well as the boats).  I would stay there again.  And I would dive again
with Red Sea Diving College if/when I return to Sharm.

A separate comment on DAN Travel Insurance: I was disappointed to discover that it doesn't cover missed
trips due to "civil unrest" - which meant that the insurance I had taken out was useless to me in attempting
to recover my pre-paid liveaboard trip.  Unfortunately those funds are gone, and I will avoid pre-paying
(and forgo any discounts that provides) in the future.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Liveaboards
M.Y. Emperor Divers Elite in Hargata, May 2011 (Rpt #6098) by Daniel O. Benson 
(Email author), OR, US. Dive Experience:  Over 1000. Where else diving:  
Malaysia, Caribbean, Borneo, Indonesia, Hawaii, Mexico, Oregon, Washington. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  choppy, currents. Water:  77 to 78 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  70 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Don't get bent!. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or

						. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 
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UWP Comments:  
We were with a group of 15 u/w photographers, and the boat was woefully inadequate for this many
photographers.  Camera charging stations are limited to about 8.  Rinse tank is SMALL.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The most important information: IS IT SAFE TO GO TO EGYPT?  We went with a group of 15, and toured
Luxor and Cairo before diving.  The tourist areas were UNCROWDED.  We had ready access to the major
displays.  HOWEVER, we always had an armed guard with us, and a police escort to/from the airport.  The
current rule in Egypt is: THERE ARE NO RULES. The place is as close to anarchy as I can imagine.
Poverty is horrendous.  Petty crime unpunished.  This is a great time to go, WITH A GROUP!

Fly and Sea Tour of Vancouver, B.C. were  the wholesalers of this trip, and I would NOT recommend them.
 Communication was poor, and they offered no refund if our trip had to be cancelled because of civil unrest.
Furthermore, trip insurance doesn't cover trip cancellation for civil unrest!

It  is possible to fly directly to Sharm or Hargada from Europe, bypassing the hazards of Cairo.

Now the diving: our itinerary was "The Best of the Best".  In the middle of the Red Sea be prepared for
rough seas and strong currents.  Diving is done from dingys, and getting into the pitching dingys in full gear
was a challenge.  Indeed, three of our party stepped off the mother ship, into the dingy and  directly into the
ocean!  All to see  the big boys: hammerhead sharks, etc.  We saw two  or three.  The diving right off  the
coast was excellent with  no currents, excellent viz., and lots of stuff to see.

The Red Sea is a popular European dive destination, so there are a LOT of divers in  the Red Sea.  Yet the
reefs are in excellent condition.

In my opinion the food and accommodations were average for liveaboards. The dive staff were superb.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Maadi Divers/Legends in Safaga, Egypt, Aug 2011 (Rpt #6186) by Jon Hansen 
(Email author), TX, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
20+ warm water countries around the world. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:   to  °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  

Red Sea: Liveaboard: 
    608/716

http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=6186
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. 
----- What I Saw -----

Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
Plenty of room inside and out to prepare camera housing.  I was only one with SLR in Housing.  Plenty of
help getting camera in and out of water.  Fresh water buckets for point and shoot cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Beautiful hard coral gardens, plenty of Turtles, Octopus, and Moray Eels.  Unfortunately, no Sharks this
time.  Simple relaxed diving!

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Liveaboards---------

Saba (8 Reports)

Saba Diving Overview
Saba is one of the more adventurous Caribbean destinations, both on land and in the sea. Pinnacle diving
begins at 70 feet, with good fish life and occasional sharks and bigger fish. Accommodations are in quaint
villages at 1,000 feet and above. Saba has delightful people, good restaurants, and a cool, pleasant climate.
It's also in the hurricane belt. Be sure to close your eyes when your plane lands.

--------------------------------

Saba Seasonal Planner
	On Saba's mountaintop, it can drop to 65 at night, so travel with a jacket or sweater is recommended.
Daytime temperatures range from the upper 70s to mid 80s. The most rain falls during the month of
November, but run-off doesn't affect the diving that much because the best sites are offshore seamounts.
Saba is in the hurricane belt (see Caribbean).

--------------------------------

Saba: 
    609/716




