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The diving in Barbados may not be “world class’ but it isinteresting and diverse. There are over 200
wrecks that lie just off its shores. The most famous being the Stavronikita, a 365" Greek freighter.

However, Barbados has much more to offer than afew wrecks. The Fringing reefs scattered around the
island offer easy "drift" diving. Some of the local marine life we saw included (many) hawksbill turtles,
stingrays, flying fish and barracuda.

We went to Barbados with no expectations. We had a great non-diving, surfing and diving experience. |f
you like to surf and dive or have a non-diving partner, Barbadosis afun island with lots of activities.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Belize (12 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview

Inside the world's second-largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. GOOD
DIVING IN BELIZE IS REACHABLE FROM LIVE ABOARDS OR FROM RESORTS on the offshore
cayes. The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove cora reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting
but disappointing to many experienced divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip,
take a couple days to visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour

fl ight from Houston. Belize lies in the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits.

Belize Seasonal Planner

The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving isfrom April
through June, when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit in 1931, 1961, and 1978. During winter months (mainly December, January, and
February), Belize is aso subject to northers that blow down and disrupt diving for several days. Water
temperature may dip aslow asthe 70s in the winter and reach as high as 85 in the summer.

L and-Based

Avadon Divers in Plancencia, Dec 2010 (Rpt #5878) by sharon dickinson (Email author),
KY, US. Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
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Indonesia, Micronesia, Thailand, everywhere Caribbean, Galapagos, Hawaiian Islands, Coastal USA (all),
Fiji, Tahiti, etc, etc.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: % ¥ i Beginnersddr ¥ Vauefor $&: A i
Dive Operation: % ¥ A Accommodations: N/AFood: %4 ¥ &
Service and Attitude: W W Environmental Sensitivity: dc¥r i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, windy, cloudy. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 78to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visbility: 75 to 80 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: N/A. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Just safe profile for day charter - very well organized, a bit regimented for the experienced, but were very
accomodating once they assessed diver's skill level..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins; 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corass %% Tropical Fish: %A% Small Critters: %
Large Fish: % ¥ Large Pelagics. %rd ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: % ¥ % Subject Matter: ¥ ¥ i
Boat Facilities %%  Shore Facilities W% ¥
UWP Comments:
Avadon had fresh water rinse and fresh water tanks for cameras, plus also had a cameratable. There was
one on-site underwater photographer who was very personable and helpful..
----- Overall Comments -----

Avedon Divers has Newton 45 boat which has plenty of room for divers and snorkellers. Not to worry -
snorkellers are dropped off at more practical snorkel sites close to shore. Anne-Marie is amazing, she and
her brother Phillipe are from Jamaica, and really run afirst class operation. Courteous, accomodating,
reasonable, and professional. | am not a huge fan of 'day-boats, but they really assisted each person on an
individual basis (we had a diver with aback injury and they were very helpful). They set up, transfer, and
breakdown and clean all gear, even your personal gear. Plenty of fresh fruit, water, and great food on board.
Philip isasealover and a very protective diver, making sure everyone is safe. However,once he assesses a
divers skills, he certainly is very respectful of everyone's abilities. Although they are not the cheapest dive
operator in Placencia, they are the most professiondl, offer the best service, and have fast and reliable boats,
and | would highly recommend them to all experience levels. They do take out snorkellers as well but drop
them at shallow sites near islands, which makesit anice day if you are travelling with non-divers and want
to spend time together.

Anne-Marieis super personable and spreads out a nice breakfast in the morning for the dive ride out -
coffee, tea, juice, breakfast baked goods. She adds a sunny demeanor even if the clouds are out. Lunchis
either sandwiches or for three tank days, a wonderful hot meal with stew chicken and rice and beans and
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dlaw, with Marie Sharp's hot sauce (of course!). Fresh cut fruit is abundant between dives. No one goes
hungry.

My only wish was that the weather was sunnier and the boat rides were shorter, but it was niceto dive
pristine reefs. If you do not want long (1 hour plus) boat rides, do not choose Placencia for your land
destination to stay!

Asfar asdive sites, there were fewer larger fish due to the lionfish issue, however, we dove Ranguana,
Pampion, and Turneffe.

Dives were nice at all three locations, however, Turneffe was fantastic, and still featured large marbled and
black grouper, amberjack and horse-eye jack and dog, yellow-tail, and mutton snapper, a'so mackeral and
barracuda. There were hawksbill and green turtles. Also had a great spotting of the very rare and seldom
seen white-spotted splendid toadfish which is exclusive to Turneffe - yee-hal Plenty of shrimp, crabs,
flamingo tongues, spotted eagle rays, sting rays, lobsters, and green and spotted eels. Some conchs, and
cowries. Awesome coral formations for the caribbean, and nice anemones.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Belize Dive Connection/Sun Breeze Hotel in Ambergris Caye, Aug 2011 (Rpt #6172)
by David Bader (Email author), NC, US. Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
All Over.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginnersww %  Vauefor $$: %%  Dive Operation: A ¥
Accommodations: ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: &% % Service and Attitude: Wi A
Environmental Sensitivity:%#% ¥  Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy. Seas. choppy, no currents. Water: 85 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm.
Visibility: 30 to 50 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Generally 60-90ft for amax of 50 minutes..
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. >2. Whales: None.
Coralss%  Tropicd Fish: %% %  Small Critters. %%
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics Wi
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWPs: %% Subject Matter: %%
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Boat Facilities %  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Camera bucket was small and barely fit four point and shoot camera. By the time we got to the dive sites,
much of the water had splashed out. No dedicated cameratable..

----- Overall Comments -----
Ambergris Caye reefs are severely damaged from hurricanes and town runoff with little color and large
amounts of dead spots. Guides did their best to point out interesting fishlife and honored my wishes that
they not interact with the nurse sharks and moreys. Although it is common practice here to roll nurse sharks
over and make them catatonic and coax green morey eels out of their holes with treats. On the plus side,
there were nurse sharks swimming on ailmost every dive. Eagle Rays on about half the dives. Lots of green
morey edls, turtles, black grouper, and yellow-tail snapper. Blue Hole is better seen from a helicopter than
from adive boat. Certainly not worth atwo and a half hour boat trip in 3-5ft seas. What did make the trip
worthwhile was the side trip to Half Moon Caye and Aquarium. Those were the best dives of the week.

Belize Dive Connection made sure all the dives on my must do list were hit sometime during the week.

Best of Ambergris Caye were: Eagle Ray Canyons, Esmeralda, Tackle Box, and Cyprus Gardens. Boat
crew were extremely friendly and made a point of interacting with all the divers onboard. They were very
open to comments and recommendations about boat procedures. The boat will accommodate over 20 divers
but most of the week it was just our group of 10. At the end of each day, the crew washed the regs and BC's
and stored them overnight. All we had to worry about was our personal gear. | would have liked to have
dived nitrox at least for the degper morning dives but the analyzer was broken and | won't dive nitrox
without analyzing it first.

Sun Breeze hotel isvery clean and well run. It isright on the water and next to the dive shop. We had the
deluxe rooms which were spacious and had good A/C units. The restaurant is one of the best in San Pedro
with food pricesin the range of $10 for breakfast, $15 for lunch, and $25 for dinner (USD). There are many
other restaurants in walking distance of the hotel but many are small and couldn't accommodate a group of
10 without areservation. Some of my favorites were the Wild Mango, Fidos, and Elvies. For some local
cuisine try Hurricanes.

Thisis my second trip to Belize and doubt | will return. The people are very friendly, the weather nice, and
the businesses very helpful but the reefs are in too bad of shape to make it agood trip for experienced
divers.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Hamanasi in Hopkins, May 2011 (Rpt #6059) by Leo Dioguardi (Email author), FL, US.
Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
Bonaire,Cozumel ,curacao,Bimini,Hawaii,Palau,roatan,utilaflorida.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
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Advanced: % dr i Beginners. i i W Vauefor $$: A h Wi
Dive Operation: %% %A Accommodations; ¥ ¥ W Food: % ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: Wi A Wi Environmental Sensitivity: % i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, choppy, no currents. Water: 83 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 1 mm.
Visibility: 50 to 80 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
No unreasonable limits, dive your computer, do 3min safety stop, head shallow when you hit 1000pso..
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: Squadrons. Dolphins; None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corass X %% Tropical Fish: A% Small Critters % dr %W
Large Fish: ¥4 % Large Pelagics. %rdr ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overdl rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
The staff of the entire resort including the dive staff are the best we have ever encountered in al of our
years of diving. Everyone without exception was friendly & helpful. The food was spectacular and the
service was great. The barrier reef wasis good condition but viz was alittle less than we had hoped, perhaps
due to the fish spawning. All dives were easy drift dives with light or no current and the boat showed up
promptly when we surfaced. A 30 minute boat ride takes you to the beginning of the barrier reef whichis
sometimes a narrow ridge with awall on one side and sandy basins 40 or so feet away, other timesit seem
very wide. We saw sting rays,eagle rays, and hawksbill turtles on aimost every dive. SIT was spend on a
nearby island with cookies, juice, and watermelon. The famous atolls are a bit further but we felt the barrier
reef was just fine. We did give the whale shark trip a go but to no avail, we did see some large schools of
Jjacks and two blacktips checked us out as well. In addition to the diving are other echo tours but ,this place
isabit isolated so if you are looking for city life, it may not be your cup of tea.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Hamanasi Adventure & Dive Resort in Hopkins , Jun 2011 (Rpt #6321) by Sue Sepelak
(Email author), MD, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:

Red Sea; Malaysia; Thailand; Haiti; Puerto Rico; Fiji; Galapagos, Bonaire; Curacao; Sea of Cortez;
Cozumel; North Carolina; Florida
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----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: k%  Beginners ¥ ¥  Vauefor $5: %% ¥ Kk  Dive Operation: i
Accommodations; ¥ ¥ X Food: % ¥ ¥ Service and Attitude: Wi A Wi
Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ Shore Diving: %  Snorkeling: % ¥ ¥
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 2 mm. Visbility: 80 to 85 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Time and air limits; no limit on depth.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales. None.
Corals® %%  Tropica Fish: ¥ %  Small Critters: %%
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWPs. %%  Subject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities %%  Shore Facilities "%
UWP Comments:
Dive boat had a marked water container for cameras. The boat crew failed to instruct the divers that the
container was only for cameras and not masks. Therefore, masks were rinsed in the camera container until
someone informed the crew what was going on. They assumed everyone knew boat etiquette..
----- Overall Comments -----
Hamanasi Resort was a great resort. Beautiful accomodations; great food; and excellent customer service.
The resort offered a number of activities in addition to diving including kayaking; jungle trecking; cave
tubing. The week we were there was quite windy and the seas very choppy. Shoes/sandals were not allowed
on the dive boats which made for unsafe, slippery conditions.

The reefs near the resort (about a 20-30 minute boat ride) were healthy and had good fish life, although not
alot of large fish. Schools of eagle rays were bountiful. The resort offered a 3-tank boat dive to the reefs
farther offshore (about an hour boat ride) such as Turneffe Caye, but those did not have anything more to
offer than the reefs closer in. Snorkeling was a good bet - also by boat to the nearby reefs. A guide
accompanied the snorkelers. They saw a good variety of fish including nurse sharks, rays, tropicals.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Isla Marisol Resort in Glover's Atoll andGladden Spit, Apr 2011 (Rpt #6030)
by Mark Kimmey (Email author), NY, US. Dive Experience: 0-25. Where else diving:
[Unspecified].
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Advanced: % dr i Beginnerskd k%  Vauefor $&: &
Dive Operation: % d* %  Accommodations A h &  Food: Frir¥r¥
Service and Attitude: Wi W Environmental Sensitivity: drr ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas:. choppy. Water: 81 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
30 to 60 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: no. Enforced diving restrictions:
Divemaster-led, generally 40 minutes, though on occasion we had more time..
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or 2. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: > 2. Turtles: >2. Whales: None.
Corass% %%  Tropical Fish: A Small Critters: dd ¥
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWPs: % Subject Matter: %
Boat Facilities %  Shore Facilities: i
UWP Comments:
See writeup..
----- Overall Comments -----
IslaMarisol primarily offers two types of diving: reef and whale shark. Most of the reef diving is along the
southeast edge of Glover's Atoll, accessible by small panga-size boats (comfortably handle no more than 10
divers) run from the resort's dock. Getting to Gladden Spit for whale shark divesis mostly by their larger
cabin cruiser, although on one of our trips there they also sent out one of the pangas. Reef diving sites
seemed limited, as we made more than one dive on at least three sites during the week. This may have been
the result of rough seas early in our trip than from any other reason, however. Some sites are too deep to
enjoy well, the top of the wall being at 60 feet which severely limits what you can do in the time given: we
often found ourselves cruising 20 feet above the terrain toward the end of some dives to avoid blowing our
profiles for the day.

The first trip out to Gladden Spit (two dives) was extremely rough and we didn't see anything more than
some spawing fish and maybe one bull shark. A few days later we tried again and on our second dive were
rewarded with multiple sightings, though we couldn't be sure how many different whale sharks we were
actually seeing. Waters are warm and a 3-5mm wetsuit is sufficient for most people. Reef dives are mostly
drift-style (mild current) and divemaster-led; they do not appear to allow unsupervised or unescorted diving.
Since the pangas do not anchor or tie up to moorings while divers are down this probably makes sense from
a safety point of view. There was apparently some kind of tiff between the resort management and the
environmental agency charged with monitoring activities at Gladden Spit: one of our boats was hassled for
no apparent reason, and the divemasters told us it was because other operators (and the agents) motor out
from Placencia every day and see Isla Marisol as unwelcome competition, even if the "authorities” are
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supposed to be impartial.

Dive packages include three dives per day, unless you are flying within 24 hours in which case they limit
you to just two. If anight diveis scheduled, they may skip the afternoon dive, but on one occasion we had
the opportunity to make four dives, with an additional charge (US $50) for the extradive. Most reef dives
were single-tank: motor out, dive, motor in, wait for next trip an hour or more later. Caution is probably
wise here, as medical facilitiesare along way away. The resort isvery good about not exceeding the eight
divers per divemaster ratio on guided dives.

The advertised "dive shop" isreally no more than a dive shack housing compressor and rental gear, and
drying racks for guest gear. A rough wood rack on the dock servesto dry wetsuits during the day, BCs at
night. The shack islocked at night. There is no cameratable or air gun available: two large (fresh water)
sinks are used for rinsing gear, but be careful with your cameras (see below).

The resort staff was excellent in most areas, with only minor shortcomings. There are only two divemasters
currently on duty, a husband-wife team who split up the (generally) three dives each day to avoid getting
bent: the operation could really use athird divemaster. However, Chad and Kitty are doing a great job.
They know the areawell and were very good at helping divers get their gear adjusted and properly
weighted. Also they do "pool” work in the safe, shallow lagoon.

The kitchen staff is friendly and competent, though they are a bit unclear on the concept of "vegetarian:" at
one meal my dive buddy was served "vegetabl€" burritos in which the veggies had obviously been cooked
in the chicken juices. Most of the time, however, there were adequate and quite tasty substitues provided.

Travel to and from the island can be an adventure, and requires a hop from Belize City to Dangrigaon a
small 12-passenger single-engine propeller plane that can be beastly hot: we were literally dripping sweat
onto the deck halfway into the 20-minute flight. Isla Marisol staff provide ground transportation between
Dangriga and their boats, which tie up at arickety dock in aremote inlet south of town. If they are using
the large diesel cruiser, the trip to Southeast Caye is about 90+ minutes; the faster gasoline-engine pangas
take an hour, but are not enclosed (bikini top, only) and alot rougher if the winds are up. If the winds and
seas are low, the latter is very pleasant.

Guests are lodged in individual, elevated cabanas that are advertised as "rustic” on the resort's website.
That's probably more accurate than "primitive," though there were moments we wondered. Each cabana has
asmall covered deck with a couple of chairs, a hammock and a clothesline (bring extra clothespins); hooks
would have been nice, but we made do without when drying gear. Electrical sockets are three-prong
American-style 110v; unsure about cycles. Cabanas are also advertised as "air conditioned,” but amore
accurate description would be "with installed air conditioning units:" they make a point to encourage guests
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to adapt to open (screened) windows and ceiling fans. During most of our stay in April this was sufficient
due to the prevailing breeze. On the last two days the winds dropped and things heated up quickly: the air
conditioning units worked sporadically and then quit altogether. Other guests reported the same thing, and
we believed the cause was insufficient power: | would avoid this resort during summer months. Linens are
changed on the third day; laundry is evacuated to the mainland.

Bathing water is filtered from wells and contains significant minerals: they advise you not to drink it and
provide water bottles from which to drink and brush your teeth. Thisis aso a problem when rinsing
cameras. we had to take extra care to prevent mineral deposits from forming on lenses. Water bottles may
be refilled at any time from 5-gallon bottles in the dining room: all drinking water is brought in. Water
pressure in the cabanasis low, and is heated by direct flow unitsin the shower: sinks do not have hot water.
Our shower drained extremely slow: after two showers it was not uncommon to find spillover on the
bathroom floor. The cabanas have flush toilets that empty into sealed composting bins below the units (no
odor): they ask you not to put anything down the bowl that didn't pass through you first. A covered waste
can is provided for soiled materials. Iceisbrought in by the resort's boats: they do not make their own on
the island.

While ISlaMarisol claimsto have a"restaurant” and a bar, the former isreally a dining room: food is buffet
style with little choice from what is served. Fortunately, the kitchen does a good job and few had problems.
The bar is a separate structure nearby built out over the water; we were told this was a means by which to
minimize the bug problem when the winds were low. The dining room was equipped with fans only, and
can be uncomfortable when the winds die. However the dining room and bar do provide wi-fi access.

Power is acombination of diesel generator, wind turbine and solar panel, and is insufficient to needs.
Maintenance overall seemsto be anissue, aswell. The boats are worked hard and show it: broken welds
were evident on the pangas; the cruiser had sharp edges on the plexiglass windows and a myriad of sharp,
rusty bolts protruding into the passenger spaces: the latter should be cut and filed smooth before someone
gets hurt. Tank keepers on the pangas are insufficient: on one rough day most tanks (and divers rigs)
toppled onto the deck, with at |east one broken regulator resulting, even when integrated weights had been
removed from BCs. Bungee straps are cheap and should be added. Complaints of slow shower drain were
not addressed, nor were comments about a dead bird on the grounds that really began to stink on the third
day (it was still there the morning we left, two days later). The sink in our bathroom pulled away from the
wall on evening when we were rinsing swimsuits, but we were able to push it back into place; we were
careful of it from that point on.

On the up-side, the resort is young (approximately 10 years) and is /was being devel oped without big money
so it doesn't feel like a cookie-cutter experience. Improvements may be slow, but in afew years this could
be quite anice place.
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The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Isla Marisol Resort in Glover's Atoll, Jul 2011 (Rpt #6178) by Dave Jackson (Email authar),
UT, US. Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
Costa Rica, Hawaii, Cozumel, Isla Mujures, Akumal, Little Cayman, Cayman Brac, BVI, Utila, Roatan,
Belize, Glover's Atoll, West Palm, Rocky Mountain West.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: % h k% Beginners i i % Vauefor $&: AN i
Dive Operation: %% %A Accommodations; ¥ #r ¥ Food: % ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: Wi A Wi Environmental Sensitivity: i i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: cloudy. Seas. choppy. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 1 mm. Visibility:
60 to 150 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dived our computers, typically 50-55 minutes.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: >2. Whales: None.
Coras X h %% Tropical Fish: A %% Small Critters. %%
Large Fish: % ¥ Large Pelagics. %rd ¥

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overal rating for UWP's: ¥ %  Subject Matter: A ¥
Boat Facilities W%  Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Thereisroom for improvement here, but the dive crew were open to suggestion and helpful..
----- Overall Comments -----

Glover's Atall is as close to a pristine area to dive in this hemisphere as we have been to. The coral and
sponges are spectacular, Tropical fish are plentiful, though there is too many lion fish prowling the reef.
Huge eagle rays, lots of young loggerheads who are very curious of divers. Thereis opportunities to see reef
sharks, dolphins, turtles and just about anything else that isin the Caribbean. We stayed and dived with Isla
Marisol. Eddie and the crew took great care of us. Denise was an unbelievable cook and Alcica always
made sure our needs and accomodations were in good order. We stayed in reef house 2 which was
comfortable and well maintained. We dove with the owner Eddie as our DM and Jorge as the boat captain.
They are both skilled and pleasant to be around. The diving was a little more advanced than intermediate
but the crew of the large spacious dive boat made it easy with valet service. Most of the diving was on the
winward side, diving walls that go to about 100-200 ft, the tops of the walls are at about 45-50ft and have
more tropicals. We drift dived all of our 17 dives and found most the reefs near pristine, and interesting and
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large life abundant. Glover's Atoll with Isla Marisol makes a great divetrip. | would rank the diving near the
top of this hemisphere if not the top. The resort is ecofriendly, nice and comfortable. The food was local
fare and very well prepared and plentiful. The management and staff made us feel at home and it was hard
to leave after aweek of their hospitality. We hope to return again. Thisisamust do for the serious dive
traveler. -Dave Jackson

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Splash Dive Center/Dianni's Guest House in Placencia, Jun 2011 (Rpt #6128)
by Downing M Bethune (Email author), OR, US. Dive Experience: 101-250. Wher e else diving:
Mexico, Hawaii, Washington, Florida Keys, central Belize.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %A AW Beginnerssdrdr k%  Vauefor $&: i
Dive Operation: % ¥ A Accommodations: ¥ ¥ Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: W Environmental Sensitivity: dc¥r i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. choppy. Water: 82 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:. mm. Visibility:
50 to 100 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: no. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Reasonable depth limits reasonably enforced. Strict adherence to less than 80 feet on the Whale Shark
dives..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas: None. Dolphins. None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: None. Whales: None.
Corals A %¥ Tropical Fish: A% Small Critters % dr %
Large Fish: % ¥ Large Pelagics. i ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[Nong].
----- Overall Comments -----
| spent two weeksin June, 2011 diving with Splash in Placencia, Belize. 1t wasmy third trip to Belizein
four years, but my first to southern Belize.

June kicks off the rainy season and true to form it rained off and on the entire trip. Luckily, it was amost
always at night and never interfered with diving. The prevailing winds made the water choppy enough to
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have afew challenging exits back onto the boat but the staff was always there to lend a hand.

Splash is probably the largest dive op in Placencia with three boats and a fourth, for overnight trips, on the
way. The boats are in excellent condition. The staff is cross-trained so your boat captain one day may be
your dive guide the next.

As has aways been my experience in Belize, the water was warm and viz was good to excellent. The reef's
in good shape and aquatic lifeis plentiful. The ride out to the reef is about an hour. Lunch and surface
intervals are done on any one of the numerous cayes in the area.

The bottom lineis | wouldn't hesitate to recommend Splash to anyone thinking of diving out of Placencia.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Tranquility Bay Resort in Ambergris Caye, Aug 2011 (Rpt #6158) by Mr David FIEDLER
MN, US. Dive Experience: 101-250. Wher e else diving:
Spain, Minnesota, California.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginnersdid¥  Vauefor $5: 4k
Dive Operation: % ¥ A Accommodations. ¥ ¥ Food: ¥ W ¥
Service and Attitude: WA Environmental Sensitivity: dr¥r ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: A& &

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, rainy. Seas. calm, choppy. Water: 84 to 88 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility:
20 to 50 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
[Unspecified].
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: None. Mantas. Squadrons. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: 1 or. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals % %%  Tropica Fish: &A% Small Critters: %
Large Fish: ¥ Large Pelagics: Wi
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
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Amazing diving. Very experienced and calm divemaster, Orlando. Seems like he had been diving for years.
Very good lionfish hunter, and allowed some diver's after they proved they could dive to hunt lionfish as
well. Decent boats. Most dive trips were less about 5-10 minutes away. The only hotel that isinside the
Baclar Chico Marine Preserve. Is also the the closest hotel in all of Belize to the actual reef. Very quiet and
laid back hotel. Excellent food.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, Dec 2010 (Rpt #5860) by Norman B. Ross
(Email author), TX, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Cozumel, Roatan, Fiji, etc..
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners A  Vauefor $$: % ¥ %  Dive Operation: %
Accommodations: N/AFood: ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ Service and Attitude: N/A
Environmental Sensitivity: %%  Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: %
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: windy. Seas. cam. Water: 78to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm. Visibility: 30to 70 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. ?. Enforced diving restrictions:
Dive master would say 70 ft max, but would not get bent out of shapeif you did 80 ft..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. None. Mantas: None. Dolphins. None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals % %%  Tropica Fish: %A% Small Critters: %%
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics: i
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
Great rooms, good beds, plenty of hot water, A/C, overhead fan, screened poarch. Great food from main
course to snacks. Beer was $4.5 and mixed drinks $7 and up. Dive boats were small and you got to sit on
the boat's side-there was a 12 inch flange on the side. Dive sites were all within 5 minutes of the dock. The
dives were good as far as coral and fish were concerned, but were al pretty much the same.The managers
ran this place like amilitary school.

During the week, | never head anyone say to the quests "what would you like". Thisisagreat areafor
diving, but | am going to Blackbird Caye Resort next time.
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The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Turneffe Island Resort in Turneffe Island, May 2011 (Rpt #6091) by Leslie Murphy
IL, US. Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
[Unspecified].
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginnerswwd¥  Vauefor $$:drhr i
Dive Operation: %% W ¥ Accommodations: ¥ ¥ ¥ Food: % W
Service and Attitude: Wi A Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %rfr i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: % ¥ %W
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, windy, dry. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 82 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5mm.
Visibility: 60 to 80 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: no. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?. yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth limits of 70-80 feet for most dives, all dives limited to 50-60 minutes..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. 1or 2. Mantas. None. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals:#dad ¥ Tropical Fish: %% %  Small Critters; ¥ ¥
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics: N/A
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
[None].
----- Overall Comments -----
Lovely private island with good attention to detail and better-than-expected food. They accommodated our
vegetarian diet with no problem, and the food was rather tasty. The limit of 50 minutes for a dive was a bit
disappointing. Also, many of the reefs were rather deep, with the tops of the walls starting around 70-80
feet, so that shortens dive time, especially over the course of the week. However, many opportunities for
three dives per day, and the reefs are all a 5-7 minute boat ride from the resort, which is a huge plus.
Surface intervals are on the island, as the boat rides are so quick. The boats hold 12 plusa DM and captain,
but with such aquick ride, it wasn't uncomfortable at all. All mealsarein adining hall and are family style,
so if you want aromantic table for two, thisis not this place. But, friendships are formed over the week
during the meals. Overall, agreat resort, even though the diving is not terribly unique. Thisiseasy diving,
just deep in many spots.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
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report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Liveaboards
Belize Aggressor lll, May 2011 (Rpt #6051) by James B. Rogers (Email author), WA, US.
Dive Experience: Over 1000. Where else diving:
Florida, Socorro, Hawaii, Cuba, Guam, Belize.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners A A%  Vauefor $Sdirdrdi
Dive Operation: % ¥ 4 A ¥ Accommodations; ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ i Food: ¥ ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: Y A W W Environmental Sensitivity: drdr % dr Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. calm, no currents. Water: 78to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 3 mm.
Visibility: 60 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Buddy Diving, NITROX Computer limits,No DECO.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: 1or .Mantas: None. Dolphins; None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. > 2. Whales: None.
Corals® %%  Tropica Fish:w®%  Small Critters W%
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics. N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: % ¥ % Subject Matter: ¥ ¥ i
Boat Facilities: % ¥ ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Large cameratable, compressed air.
----- Overall Comments -----

Thiswas our third trip aboard the Belize Aggressor 111 and we had a great time. | was recovering from a
severe respiratory ailment suffered the week prior so | limited myself to a maximum of 3 divesaday. The
first dive set the tone for the week, a close encounter with alarge Eagle Ray which passed up the wall so
close to us we could have reached out and touched it. The weather during most of the week was
phenomenal, lacking the usual east wind, resulting in flat calm seas. Thiswasthe first time Triciaand |
actually dove the Blue Hole and as | suspected the previous 2 timesitisjust acold, dark hole. Not abig
deal IMO. We saw Lionfish on every dive. It was also thefirst trip for my new Canon T2i and | am very
happy with the results. The crew as always was great. Food was good to great. My only compliant would be
that the chef still doesn't understand eggs over easy, every time they were over hard, which | hate. We do
plan to return in about 12 months. We love diving in Belize and the Belize Aggressor I11. Thank you Capt.
Simon, Gerry, Jodi, Fermin, Tan, and Annafor a great week.
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