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Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
Boats had dedicated camera tank and enforce no masks etc.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Contacted shop manager via email week in advance of arrival and he verified he "penciled me in the
schedule" for 3 days of diving. When I got to the shop they had no idea who I was and no reservation. Was
told there was no room on boat on first day, other two days were ok. After a discussion the women at the
counter did put me on the boat and it worked out fine. Divemasters are very friendly, helpful and are good
guides. Be aware dives will be 40-45 minutes regardless of your air remaining. Visibility was not good. Had
30 feet first day and 40-50 the next two - pretty much the worst I have had in the caribbean, but it may be
the time of year or currents? Boats were spaceful, clean and more than adequate even on the first day with a
full packed boat. Overall I would use this shop again and recommend them  as they did go out of their way
to be helpful.

Occidental Grand Aruba was outstanding. People were very friendly, food was good and beach and pool
were first class. It is about 300 yards from the dive shop and a very easy walk along the beach even with
you gear....

Overall a very nice trip

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Australia (5 Reports)

Australia Diving Overview
Cairns, the jumping-off spot for the Great Barrier Reef, is a youth-oriented, tropical city with plenty of
hotels and restaurants as well as an assortment of day boats going to the Reef and overnight trips to Cod
Hole. Cairn's "beach" is a mud flat dotted with roseate spoonbills and other tropical birds, and you can visit
the reptile farm to gawk at saltwater crocodiles eating chickens or take the Kuranda Railway for a look at a
magnificent waterfall. ...  

	The best diving, with pristine reefs and oodles of fish, is to the north, reachable only by live-aboard during
their summer months, roughly November to March. The Ribbon Reefs are known for big sharks, lots of
them, including fleets of bronze whalers.... Pack safety sausages, whistles, strobes, mirrors, and any other
safety devices that would make you noticeable if a current carries you too far from the boat. However,
Aussie dive rules are now tight (far tighter than the Florida Keys, for example), with redundant head counts
after every dive.....  

Australia: 
    17/716



2012 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

	Pricey Lizard Island is the northernmost land-based operation; they have day trips to Cod Hole to pet
friendly, refrigerator-sized potato cod. Although the GBR (or, as our correspondent called it, the Pretty
Good Barrier Reef) gets most of the press, better by a hundred miles is the Coral Sea, whose outlying atolls
and pinnacles such as Marion Reef offer some of the best diving in the world. To the south, the wreck of the
/Yongala /out from Townsville may be the best fish-covered wreck in the world....  

	Moving from Queensland south, you'll pass from full-on tropics, through temperate water, to chilly water in
Sydney, and finally into the really cold stuff when you reach Tasmania.... Don't worry about the Great
White in the GBR; they hang around south of Sydney, off Adelaide where the water is cooler. On the west
coast of Australia, sea planes from Exmouth lead dive boats to schools of whale sharks on Ningaloo Reef.

--------------------------------

Australia Seasonal Planner
	Yes, it's reversed Down Under: Australia's winter is during the Northern Hemisphere's summer. Summer
weather is sultry and oppressive, with tropical showers.... Water temperature is below 80 and colder in their
winter, so bring rubber; visibility can at times be in the 50-foot range. That's the easy part. From there, it
gets increasingly complex; Australia's diving areas are vast. Cyclone season is January through March;
April, May, and June see heavy trade winds. The best season to dive Australia on a liveaboard (really the
only way to see the best) is July through November. Best vis at Osprey, in the northern Coral Sea, is
between June and September. Whale Sharks congregate at Ningaloo Reef during March and April.

--------------------------------

Liveaboards
Cairns Dive Center/Kangaroo Explorer in Cairns, Sep 2011 (Rpt #6275) by Michael Judd 
 OR, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: N/AShore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  25 to 26 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 
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----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The Kangaroo Explorer demonstrates the adage that you get what you pay for.  Our three day, two night trip
to the inner Great Barrier Reef was much less expensive than most liveaboards.  The cabin wasn't bad, and
the food was OK.  That's about it for the good news.

The trip starts with a ride on another company's boat out to their "day on the reef" barge moored about 20
miles offshore.  The Explorer people stood on the dock waiting to board only after all the other company's
guests were seated.  At the barge, we transfer to the Kangaroo Explorer and head a couple of miles farther
out to the first dive site.  

After settling in our cabins, all the new arrivals met on the dive deck for a briefing for our first dive.  After
the briefing, we surprised the dive guide with the information that none of us had our equipment yet.  The
operator supplies the equipment as part of the price.  Many of the BCs were on their last legs.  They also
provided a single type of wetsuit, 3 mm shortie with long sleeves - at least there were different sizes,
although Medium and Large ended up being hard to find, and there was no way to be sure of keeping the
same suit as there were a different batch of divers every day (think about that one).  The consoles had
computers, but no instruction in their use was provided (as experienced divers, my girlfriend and I were able
to figure them out, but some of the many newbies had never used a computer before).  No compass in the
console, which was sorely missed as most of the dives were unguided.  Tanks were small.

The operation was almost as bad as the equipment.  Briefings were very brief, and on some dives not given
at all.  There was usually, although not always, one guide in the water.  A group of college guys, who had
apparently just been certified, were sent off on their own on the second dive on their trip.  Night dives were
available, with weak pocket lights provided.  There was no strope in the water, because "the boat's lights are
bright enough".  Divers were again on their own, although you could rent a guide for the night dive.  On one
dive, my buddy and I got caught in a current and ended up surfacing about 500 yards from the boat.  Our
waves for a pickup were ignored, although we did get a wave back and were signalled to swim to the boat. 
Why?  Because the little outboard was being used by the captain to attempt to push on the Explorer to
relieve tension on the mooring line that had wrapped around one of the propellers.  After a long hard swim
back to the ship. the only comment from the crew was to give me a bad time about using up the last of the
air in my tank on the swim back!  As a final gesture, the crew asked the departing guests to clean "their"
equipment after the last dive.  At least one guest did not do so.

The dive sites were average, not nearly as good as the more distant areas visited by real liveaboards out of
Cairns.  The boat's schedule, returning to the barge to pick up or drop off divers twice a day, limits the
Explorer's range, which means many of the same sites are used three or four times over the course of three
days.  

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.
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Mike Ball Spoilsport, Jun 2011 (Rpt #6330) by  Jan Culbertson (Email author), WA, US. 
Dive Experience:  Over 1000. Where else diving:  
Bonaire, Fiji, Australia, Cayman, Mexico, Curacao. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, cloudy, dry. Seas:  choppy. Water:  77 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
75 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
None other than standard Mike Ball restrictions of when the 'pool is open'. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
Lots of camera, some very large.  If you have a small camera like me you can get a little lost as the big
cameras take up all the space.  The camera shelves are basically the top of the dive gear so when people are
gearing up it can get a bit crowded.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Really don't have any bad to say.  This was a special 10 day trip specifically to dive with the Minke Whales.
 The trip was planned for almost 2 years with Underwater Productions.  

The water was quite choppy and cooler than I expected.  However, I had planned and brought a 5mm and
hood so I was fine.

Mike Ball is a great dive operation.  From getting to/from the boat, the crew, the food, the rooms, and the
dive operation is great.  I got off the boat and wanted to get right back on.

I am hoping that Mike Ball will consider more 10 day trips in the future.  It gave us time to really relax, see
lots of areas and get in plenty of dives.

The only comment would be a few more lights in the water for night dives.  Some of the areas were dived
were pretty open and it was hard sometimes to get direction back to the boat.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
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any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Mike Ball Spoilsport in Great Barrier Reef, Jul 2011 (Rpt #6286) 
by Amber and Brett Freliche  CA, US. Dive Experience:  51-100. Where else diving:  
California, French Polynesia and Tonga. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  72 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
70 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Our plan was to snorkel with Dwarf Minke Whales and Mike Ball Spoil Sport made it possible!   Mike
Ball's staff was extremely helpful right from the beginning when booking our reservation for the 3 night
fly/dive trip.  It was great to finally meet Dorothy when we arrived at the Mike Ball office on Monday
morning before our flight to Lizard Island.  Mike Ball has a well organized operation.  We were fortunate to
meet him when we returned to the office to pick up some other luggage we had them hold at their office
during our trip.

  From the Mike Ball office, the group was transferred by vans to the airport where we boarded 1 of 3
planes.  Ours was the smallest holding 6 passengers.   The weather was perfect and our flight over the Great
Barrier Reef was beautiful.  We saw several dive sites that we would be diving at in the upcoming days.

  When we arrived at Lizard Island, Mike Ball's photographer took pictures of all the guests.   That was just
the beginning of their system in place for safety.  The crew met us on the beach and transferred us by zodiac
onto Spoil Sport.  The staterooms were clean and comfortable.  Ours included a large dresser, double bed, 
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and en suite bathroom with a shower.   

   On the dive deck each of the guests had their own space with a corresponding number for the dive gear. 
We set up our gear and after each dive the tanks were filled while in their space so you didn't need to
remove the BCD from the tank after each dive.  Each guest had a towel above the tank with a matching
number which they would dry after your dives to be ready for the next.  There were bins underneath the
bench for your fins, mask, booties,  water bottle,  etc.   The crew checked each BCD for a safety sausage
and provided one if a diver did not have one already.   Further regarding safety, a crew member would
check off each diver or snorkeler as you were entering the water; once you exited the water and came back
on board you would tell the crew member your dive time and depth which they would write down.  Then,
after drying off each diver/snorkeler would need to initial next to their name confirming the information and
that they were back on board.  The captain would not motor to the next dive site until all signatures were on
the clipboard.   The photos taken of the guests on arrival were in the dining area.  The crew learned our
names quickly making it feel like you have known them longer than just a day or two.

  The first day we were diving at Challenger Bay and then went to Lighthouse Bommie to snorkel with the
Dwarf Minke Whales.  We encountered Dwarf Minke Whales at each of the locations the captain expected
them to be.   We saw two during our first snorkel with 3 dolphins swimming past deeper in the water.  The
whales appeared curious and it was incredible to look into the whales' eyes.  The whales would tilt to the
side and it appeared they were looking at us.  Mike Ball had two ropes with bouys off the back of the boat
which we would hold on to while staying at the surface and remaining as still as possible as the whales
swam by; some came within about 5 to 10 feet.  We were in the water with the whales at every opportunity
which was a lot.   After a dive, you could go on the snorkel line.  We also saw some whales during our dives
such as during our safety stop.  One day, we saw 4 whales at once while on the snorkel line.  The whales
would swim past and stay around for a long time making multiple passes.   During our last afternoon,  there
were only 3 of us on the snorkel line and one whale kept swimming by closely and would turn to look up at
us.  Finally we were called back to the boat due to the time, my husband and the whale researcher were
kicking back a little faster.  I was swimming slower since the whale came back.  The whale swam next to
me all the way back to the boat.  It was hard getting back on the boat when the whale was still right there. 
Some of the guests and crew were able to see the whale swimming near the surface while I was swimming
back to the boat.  It was so exciting!

  The combination of the encounters with the whales and diving was amazing.  The dive sites we dove were
Challenger Bay, Cod Hole, Lighthouse Bommie, Steve's Bommie, and Flare Point.  At each of the dive
sites, we saw healthy reefs flourishing with large schools of fish and there was no enticing them with food
which was even better.   Some of the highlights of the marine life at the sites included:  mantis shrimp,
barramundi, feather stars,  olive sea snakes, large potato cod,  large clams,  batfish, various nudibranchs, a
wobbegong shark, large schools of yellow snapper, and the list goes on.  The diving experience level of the
guests varied and some guests only snorkeled.  

     The water temperature ranged from 72 degrees to 75 degrees.  I opted to wear a 5mm shortie over my
polartec dive skin and my husband wore a 5mm shortie.    

    An unforgettable vacation!  
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The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Spirit of Freedom in Great Barrier Reef, Jan 2011 (Rpt #5905) by Beverly Sobelman 
(Email author), WA, US. Dive Experience:  51-100. Where else diving:  
Honduras, Hawaii, Dominica, Costa Rica, Pacific Northwest, San Diego, Puerto Rico. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, cloudy, dry. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  27 to 29 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. 
Visibility:  15 to 25 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Depth limits for air and nitrox, no reverse profiles, two required safety stops, must return with 500 psi/50
bar.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We had an amazing time on the Spirit of Freedom.  The crew were all professional and efficient but also
fun-loving; the food was phenomenal and plentiful; the rooms were comfortable, clean, and well-appointed
(including a hard drive full of media); and the diving was superb. The only down side was that the weather
was iffy at Osprey Reef (cyclone brewing) so our captain opted not to travel the 100+ miles to get there and
risk being caught in a storm.  We missed out on a few key sites because of that, but instead we got extra
night dives and also got to try out lesser-known sites in the Ribbon Reefs.  We did 16 dives in 4 days (and
sat out one night dive), all on Nitrox using our own gear. There was a bit of current on a few of the sites but
overall the conditions were great, the water was balmy (we wore dive skins and I never got cold), and the
quality of coral and sea life was really good. They saw a whale shark only 2 days before we got on the boat
but we missed it!  Highly recommended dive experience.

Australia: Liveaboard: 
    23/716

http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=5905


2012 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Whaleshark n dive  in Ningaloo Reef, Jun 2011 (Rpt #6116) by Angela Gostling 
(Email author), ZZ, GB. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Caymans, Bonaire, BVI, Kenya, Maldives, Thailand & Burma, Cozumel, Bahamas, Indonesia, Fiji,
Galapagos, Palau, Truk, Red Sea, Zante, Cyprus, PNG, Solomons, Mauritius, Comores, Belize, Turks &
Caicos, Kona, Oman.. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  24 to 25 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
5 to 15 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  no. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Policy was to dive with the guide. Sites were not deeper than 30m.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  > 2. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
Not that sort of dive operation.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We undertook a lot of research before committing ourselves to the trip in terms of timing and water
conditions.  We were travelling in the whaleshark season and optimised the timing to enhance our chances
of also seeing humpback whales, spinner dolphins and manta rays.  

Unfortunately when we arrived in Exmouth the conditions were unusually windy and boats were not out
whale watching.  We were afraid that our live-aboard would be cancelled.

The dive team did their best - although we noticed that they did not check our c-cards.  We had already
submitted our diving experience by e-mail.   

Well the dive team did everything they could to get us diving but weather conditions meant that we could
not visit the best sites and spotter plans for whalesharks were unable to see the creatures. The windy
conditions brought the surface temperature down significantly - from about 26 degrees celsius to more like
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21 degrees, with water temperatures at around 24 degrees.  Yes, I admit to being a wimp but despite
wearing a skin and full 5mm wetsuit after 15 minutes in the water I was chilly and getting back out again
after the dive was unbearably chilling, so that I couldn't dive more than a couple of times each day.  Other
less wimpy divers were not deterred by this - or didn't feel it quite as much - and managed three day dives
and a night dive too.

The windy conditions were whipping up the water, so the visibility wasn't great, but we expected this - well
it was the whaleshark and manta season, so we anticipated plankton anyway.

So we didn't get to see whalesharks or mantas but did see some humpbacks when on the surface.  However,
we did see the most enormous turtles and some fascinating sea snakes - as well as the usual suspects but not
a lot of them.  I'm sure we didn't see Ningaloo at its best because of the weather conditions and the
whaleshark season is in the Australian winter but apparently the windy conditions were extraordinary and
there were far fewer whaleshark sitings than usual.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Liveaboards---------

Bahamas (9 Reports)

Bahamas Diving Overview
Easily accessible from Florida for long weekends. BAHAMAS DIVING VARIES SUBSTANTIALLY
among islands, with pretty reefs (many are affected by algae), decent tropicals, and resorts that feed sharks.
Liveaboards out of Florida take divers to spots with bigger fish and more dramatic seascape. Keep hurricane
season, June through November, in mind; winter weather means low 70F water and sweaters in the evening;
nighttime temperature is in the mid-60s, but can drop into the 50s if winter air blows off the continent.

--------------------------------

Bahamas Seasonal Planner
	 May through November is summer in the Bahamas. During these months, the most rain falls and
temperatures average about 81. Winter can bring surprisingly cool weather, with averages down about 70.
Northers can disrupt diving during winter months. The islands south of Nassau (such as Great Exuma, San
Salvador, and Long Island) usually manage to stay a degree or two warmer. Easterly trade winds
predominate for most of the year, but there is usually a lee to be found for diving.

--------------------------------

Land-Based
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