Liveaboards
Aggressor Fleet, Sep 2009 (Rpt #5359) by Reuben Watkins (Email author), TN, USA.
Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
Cozumel, Revillagegados Ilands, Florida Springs, €tc....
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %% Wi i Beginners: ¥ A Wi Vauefor $$: A& Hr k&
Dive Operation: % ¥ 4 ¥ Accommodations; ¥ ¥ ¥ i Food: ¥ ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: Y A W W Environmental Sensitivity: Jrdr % dr Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. cam, no currents. Water: 84 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm.
Visibility: 100 to 150 Fest.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Common sense, Depth.
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Coras¥¥ %%  Tropica Fish: i H¥r Small Critters: ¥ ¥
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagics ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWPs Wi i % Subject Matter: % ¥ i
Boat Facilities: Wi %% Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Ideal setup for UWPs, in fact, many of the crew have published photos/videos and are incredibly helpful.
They even offer workshops/specialty classes on board and have UWP trips with pro's on occasion..
----- Overall Comments -----
The boat, the crew, the diving and even the weather were al superb. Could not have asked for a better trip.
Excellent dive sites, brilliant corals and abundant life, particularly for macro enthusiasts. Highly
recommended.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Jul 2009 (Rpt #5363) by Ledean Paden (Email author),
IL, US. Dive Experience: 501-1000. Where else diving:
Caribbean, Fiji, Hawaii, French Polynesian Islands, etc....

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
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Advanced: i h Beginners. i i W Vauefor $$: Wi
Dive Operation: %% %A Accommodations; ¥ ¥ W Food: % W ¥
Service and Attitude: Wi A Wi Environmental Sensitivity: % i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
100 to 120 Feet.
----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
dive your computer and 90 min max.
————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: Squadrons. Dolphins: None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles. >2. Whales: None.
Coras X x %% Tropical Fish: % i Small Critters % dr %W
Large Fish: ¥4 % Large Pelagics. i ¥
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: ¥4 4 ¥
Boat Facilities: Wi %% Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
lots of table room and great conditions for the camerarinse.
----- Overall Comments -----
Last summer, July 11, 2009 we decided to go for aweek on the Turks & Caicos Explorer I1. | had no idea
that we would see so many sharks, and | mean lots and lots. The nice thing about diving from alive aboard
ishow easy it isto get up, eat and dive, eat a snack and dive, eat lunch and dive, take a nap and dive then,
you guessed it, dive again. Y our tank is always ready to go when you are, smple slip into the BCD and
walk off the boat. Its up to you how long you stay underwater, we averaged 60-80 min. We like to night
dive, and not every live aboard thinks it thru for a night dive location. Captain Ken knew what sites worked
and didn't work for night adventurers. So, amost everyone did the night dives, thisis not the norm. Thumbs
up Explorer!!! Thisboat is the nicest we have stayed on, avery large room with windows, and a queen size
bed. We stayed in room 2 but 1 was just as nice. The lower deck rooms are a bit smaller. Every meal was
wonderful and they cater to your eating habits, we don't eat beef so many options were available for usto
pick from, so we were never hungry. Captain Ken was a hoot and fun to be around. | am alittle biased since
he let me drive the boat, or maybe | just thought | was driving. We go on alot of live aboards and explorer
always floats to the top as our favorite, they come thru with 5 dives a day, good crew, and dependable
running boats. We stayed on land before and after the charter, we also went with local dive companys, it
was fun. | like to support the land based companys as well as the boat, spread the money love around. Have
fun!

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.
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Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer II, Jun 2010 (Rpt #5532) by Frank Hall IN, US.
Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
Bonaire, Bahamas, Roatan, Belize, Caymans.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: d A ¥  Beginnes k%  Vduefor $$: %%  Dive Operation: % ¥
Accommodations: ¥ ¥ i Food: ¥ ¥ Service and Attitude: ¥ W
Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥ Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: cloudy. Seas. choppy. Water: 82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 1 mm. Visibility:
40 to 90 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Depth limited according to Nitrox percent. Back on the boat with no less than 500 Ibs..

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. 1 or 2.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: 1 or 2. Whales. None.
Corals %%  Tropical Fish: %% ¥ Small Critters: ¥ %
Large Fish: W% Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overal rating for UWPs: %  Subject Matter: i i
Boat Facilities: Wi %W ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Large camera table and separate rinse tank. Handled equipment carefully..
----- Overall Comments -----

Our flight arrived about 1:00pm (no boarding before 3:00pm).We were met at the airport by a crew

member. The boat had arranged for the cab to drop us off in front of the cab driver's daughter's restaurant!
We had abite to eat (hadn't planned on that)and killed time until the cab picked us up around 3:30pm. Fare

to and from the boat is not included in the trip package. Counting the excursion to the restaurant,it was

$20/person airport to the boat, and $18/person from the boat back to the airport when you leave. The island

has gotten really expensive compared to when we were there 10 years ago. Prepare for everything to cost

more than you had expected. The boat is in excellent condition and for the most part, the crew was friendly
and professional. Our cabin had 2 single beds, private head and shower and was very comfortable. The food
was basic fare, but tasted great. The dive operation could use alittle better organization and communication
among the crew. They just don't seem as well prepared as live-aboards we've been on previously. Hurricane
damage was evident. The reefs were covered with sand, thus there wasn't alot of color. We saw numerous

sharks, grouper, reef fish, and a couple of turtles. The real eye opener isthe number of lionfish. They are

everywhere! The boat swings widely and may or may not swing back (in a reasonable amount of time). Best
to use the mooring as your reference. Two down lines to hang onto for your safety stop, but it'sawild ride.
Sometidal currents and arougher ride in the French Cay area. No current line put out? Overall, great boat,

mostly great crew, but I'm not sure it's worth the price.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
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any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Explorer Ventures -- T&C Explorer I, Sep 2010 (Rpt #5709) by Tammy Hauk
(Email author), MO, US. Dive Experience: 251-500. Wher e else diving:
Fiji, Bonaire, Red Sea, Roatan, FloridaKeys, St. Croix, Cozumel, Belize.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %% Wi i Beginners k& Vauefor $5: i hrir
Dive Operation: %% %A Accommodations; ¥ ¥ W Food: % ¥ ¥ ¥
Service and Attitude: Y W Environmental Sensitivity: drdr % dr Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny. Seas. calm. Water: 85t0 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. mm. Visibility: 60 to 100 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
One hour time limit, as long as you did not go into deco or exceed oxygen uptake limits.

----- What | Saw -----
Sharks. Lots. Mantas. None. Dolphins. None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals % %%  Tropica Fish: &A% Small Critters: ¥ %
Large Fish: ¥ % Large Pelagics. Wi i

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overal rating for UWP's: ¥ ¥ i Subject Matter: ¥ % i
Boat Facilities: #rr ¥ ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
The boat has a very large camera-only rinse tank right beside avery large carpet-covered table area, and
towels to shield the cameras from the sun. Crew were happy to hand your camerato you after you got in the
water, and take it from you before you climbed back up the ladder..
----- Overall Comments -----

The EVII arranged for pick-up at Providenciales airport, and from the moment we arrived at the dock, the
crew of the EVII were welcoming, friendly, helpful, efficient & professional. Our gear bags were placed on
the dive deck so we could set up our equipment, and any other bags were taken to our berth. Each berth had
its own bathroom, with shower, head & sink. When unpacked, all bags were taken by the crew to a storage
areain the nose of the boat. The boat has a shaded deck up top with abeer fridge & seating. Down one level
was the bridge, 2 VIP suites & the sun deck. Down one level was the dive deck, dry salon & eating area,
and main berths. Lower level had the rest of the berths, storage, & crew berths. We had dinner & aboat
briefing the first night, then headed to French Caye. We set up our gear once, and the tank fills were done
right at your station. Our entire group was diving Nitrox, and they handled most of us doing 5 dives each
day without a hitch. If your tank was low, they would top you off before you got in the water. Nitrox ranged
from 29-31% all week. The gear deck had two gear rinse tanks, two mask rinse 'trash cans, and the camera
rinse tank. Wetsuits & skins hung behind the tanks & over the compressor, so they would dry most of the
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way out between dives. We had 3 DM's available during our week, and they took turns giving excellent dive
briefings with white board detailed drawings of the site and leading the dives. We were allowed to dive our
own computer profiles, with the DM or not. French Caye had the only surface chop and mildly strong
current we encountered all week, which brought the pelagics: many black-tip reef sharks, spotted eagle rays,
turtles, and large grouper were spotted on every dive. All week, we would have breakfast, then do 2
morning dives on a site, then the boat would move during lunch & the 2 afternoon dives and night dive
would be on a new site. The boat swings a wide arc when moored, so most did our safety stop waiting for
the boat to swing back to us rather than chase it around. They do have two weighted hang lines off the stern,
and you could go for aheck of arideif you caught one (but watch your depth if you haven't cleared your
safety stop!) West Caicos & Provo were dead calm with negligible current, and though we lost most of the
sharks, we still saw afew off the walls. Photographers were thrilled with the variety of critters, and some of
the macro shots were amazing. When exiting the water, the crew was right there to help (or not if that was
your preference), and they greeted you back on the boat by name & noted your dive detailsin their log, and
offered freshly baked snacks. After the night dives, crew would offer to pour warm water in your wetsuit
while you were taking care of your gear. The chef was wonderful. Meals were never repeated, and were
delicious. We had several vegetarians and avegan in our group, and no one went hungry. The Captain and 3
DM's were more than happy to spend time with us between dives and in the evenings, and were always
happy to answer our questions, or help us look critters up on their library. There was a variety of movies -
complete with popcorn - in the evenings. When | decided after the first night that my mattress was too hard
for my personal preference, the crew was more than happy to let me sleep on the salon sofa. | will definitely
dive from this boat, with this crew, again!

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Turks & Caicos Aggressor Il, Oct 2009 (Rpt #5260) by Susan Crane (Email author), PA, USA.
Dive Experience: 101-250. Where else diving:
Bonaire, Belize, Cayman Islands, Galapagos, Utila.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %%  Beginners i Vauefor $: F Wi
Dive Operation: % % % Accommodations: ¥ ¥ W Food: %% W
Service and Attitude: Wi Wi Environmental Sensitivity: %rdr i Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny. Seas: calm. Water: 84 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: mm. Visibility: 30 to 60 Feet.

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
Must dive with a computer and with a buddy, max depth of 110 ft.

————— What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas: None. Dolphins: None.
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Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Corals %%  Tropica Fish: %%  Small Critters W
LargeFish: %% %  Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overal rating for UWP's: ¥ %% Subject Matter: drdr
Boat Facilities: % ¥ ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
Battery charging station was a bit crowded and there were just 9 of us on the boat, would have hated to see
it with afull boat. Otherwise plenty of space for cameras and large rinse tank..

----- Overall Comments -----

Thiswas a very good trip which was made even better since there were only 9 guests on the boat. | was
going with afriend, so we were allowed to split up and each had our own room on the boat. Just lucky. The
crew was great, and very helpful. The dive masters were very experienced and helpful about pointing out
things to see. | was a bit disappointed in the health of some of the coral, definately deteriorating. The boat
promised 27 dives for the week and they delivered as promised, as long as you didn't mind 2 days diving at
6am. That meant there were 6 total dives on those days. They were quite firm on diving with a computer.
One guest didn't obey his computer and got locked out for 24 hours and the captain would not let him dive
during that time. Another guest's computer malfunctioned and she did a 30 min unnecessary deco stop just
to keep her computer happy so she could continue diving. Otherwise, the crew was quite accommodating.
The food was good but not fabulous. The highlight of the trip was all the Reef sharks that we saw. | have
more shark photos than | know what to do with now. They were completely unconcerned with the divers
and just circled around us on several dive sites. Some nice nurse sharks and groupers as well. Petting a
grouper is aways an unusual experience. Fish were not abundant but many of the usuals were seen. | did
seelion fish for the first time and it was a bit disconcerting to see how many of them there were. | would
certainly recommend thistrip.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Turks & Caicos Aggressor I, Nov 2010 (Rpt #5831) by Greg (Email author), UT, US,
Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
Cayman islands, Bahama's, Cozumel, Belize, Palua, Hawaii.

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: % A i Beginners ¥ Vauefor 3 A hw i
Dive Operation: %% %A Accommodations; ¥ #r ¥ Food: % ¥
Service and Attitude: i A Wi Environmental Sensitivity: drr ¥ Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. surge. Water: 79to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness: 5 mm. Visibility:
75 to 100 Feet.
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----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?: yes. Nitrox Available?: yes. Dive own profile?: yes. Enforced diving restrictions:
The only restrictions were the basic recreational dive profiles rather on Nitrox or air. Don't go below 110 or
130ft, come back up with 500#'s, & safety stop..
----- What | Saw -----
Sharks: Lots. Mantas. 1or 2. Dolphins. None.
Whale Sharks: None. Turtles: > 2. Whales: None.
Coras i u¥ Tropical Fish: % Small Critters. % % % %
LargeFish: %%  Large Pelagicswrir i
----- Underwater Photography -----
Overal rating for UWP's: ¥4 ¥ ¥ Subject Matter: dr ¥ % ¥
Boat Facilities: Wi %% ¥ Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:
| didn't take any pictures but the overall setup was very good for the people who did. They had aareafor
just cameras along with a dedicated rinse tank..
----- Overall Comments -----
We did this trip the week of 11/13 thru 11/20 and had a great time. We live in Utah so we flew out SLC on
Deltato Atlantathen TCI. All flights both coming and going were fine. Something to think about when
booking your flights, and | know it has alot to do with which airline you use, isto try and get the earliest
flight out on Saturday. They kick you off the boat at 8:00 am and depending on what time your flight is, the
taxi picks you up about 3 hours before your departure. So in our case we had 3 1/2 hrsto kill before we left
for the airport. We were at the Turtle Cove Marinaand there isn't awhole lot to do. | know one of the guests
was on AA and they had aflight out at 7:30am. Just something to keep in mind. The Aggressor will have
one of the taxi companies pick you up if you come in on Saturday, and take you to wherever the boat is,
usually the Turtle Cove. Thistime they were anchored in Sapodilla Bay because of possible issueswith
water conditions Sunday morning with getting out of Turtle Cove. They usualy aren't ready for people till
about 3:00pm, we arrived alittle after 1:00pm so the taxi took us to the Tiki Hut which isat Turtle Cove
and we sat around and relaxed with a couple cool ones waiting for the taxi to take us to the boat. The boat
left early Sunday morning for the trip to French Cay. We had the option to do 5 divesaday, 2 inthe AM, 2
inthe PM, & the night dive after dinner. We dove 2 days at different sites at French Cay, 2 days at West
Caicos, then the last day and half moved to Northwest Point on Provo. The diving at French Cay | just
shouldn't have made a pig out of myself at lunch. The food was great, | gained 8 Ib's during the week and |
dove amost all of the dives. Breakfast was the normal stuff, the chef did make eggs to order. Lunch was a
buffet with 3 entrees usually, a soup, salad, and a snack. Dinner was a sit down affair with one of the crew
serving. And the the usual snacks between the AM & PM dives. The boat is designed for 18 guests but there
was only 12 on this trip which made it really nice on the dive deck, everyone had plenty of room. Even with
18 it may've been alittle tighter but | don't think it would've been that bad. The only complaint | had about
the boat, and thisiswhy only 4 stars instead of 5 was the AC. | know the staff went out of their way to
make it right but most of the nights the AC didn't kick on at all in our cabin, after the first night I mentioned
thisto the Captain she said she'd tweak it but gave usafan to usejust in case, which I'm glad she did
because we had to use it most of the nights. When the AC worked it was more than enough. But I'd much
rather be on the cooler side then warmer. I'm sure other guests were more than happy to have it warmer. But
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the crew did the best they could, or that's what it seemed like to me. Overall | highly recommend T&C
aggressor 2, We did thistrip last year and it was so good we decided to come back. And it was even better
thistime. The crew went out of the way to make it really great trip.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

The Continental USA (38 Reports)

The Continental USA Diving Overview

Cadlifornias coastal waters can be divided into two distinct regions. North of Pt. Conception (a hundred-mile
drive from L.A.), temperatures drop into the low 50s above the thermocline, visibility ranges from 10 to 60
feet, and animals closely resemble those of Puget Sound and British Columbia. Shore diving in thisregion
requires surf entry, and each year unskilled divers are killed trying to enter or exit. Abalone are allowed
only to free divers.... South of Pt. Conception, surface temperatures may reach the 70sin summer, though
temperatures below the thermocline remain in the low 50s year-round with visibility ranging from 20 100
feet. Animals and plants in this region resemble those in northern Mexico. There's beautiful kelp and good
fish life around the Channel 1slands, which are accessible by boat from Santa Barbaraand Los Angeles....
The best time of year for diving isin late summer or early fall, when plankton blooms cease and winter
storms have yet to begin.... A 1/4" wetsuit or adrysuit is needed everywhere in Californiaregardless of the
season.... There's roughly one great white shark attack annually north of Monterey; free divers are most at
risk, followed by surfers and scubadivers....

L and-Based
Amy Slate's Amoray Dive Resort, Jan 2010 (Rpt #5325) by Jim Little GA, USA.
Dive Experience: 251-500. Where else diving:
Pacific, Red Sea, Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Carribean.
----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) -----
Advanced: %  Beginners ¥ %  Vauefor $&: %  Dive Operation: %
Accommodations: %%  Food: N/AService and Attitude:%  Environmental Sensitivity: ¥ ¥
Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather: sunny, dry. Seas. choppy. Water: 70to 74 °F. Wetsuit Thickness. 3 mm. Visibility:
40 to 60 Feet.

The Continental USA: Land:  739/805





