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Sharks:  None. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We intended to use a different dive operator at the only large resort Copa Marina. That operator wouldn't
return phone calls and when finally reached, couldn't commit to whether they would take divers out.
(Rumor is that they are shutting down their operations at the resort). We found West Divers nearby and they
were great. Two divers (us) and one dive master, Rafael. We did 4 dives in two days. Rafael was great as
were the people at the dive shop. I would definately use them again. The diving was great--very healthy
reefs with lots of different corals and fish. The current was strong on the first day but eased up on the
second day.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Red Sea (8 Reports)

Red Sea Diving Overview
Egypt - Sharm el Sheikh  

	Europeans flock to the Red Sea for excellent live-aboard diving, scoffing at Americans who miss the fine
diving because of their inordinate fear of terrorism. Hurghada dive operators are failing to care for their
reefs, so divers head farther south. Live-aboards get divers to the best Red Sea diving. Water temperatures
can drop into the cool 60s during February and rise into the 80s by August.

--------------------------------

Red Sea Seasonal Planner
	Air temperatures in winter range from 60-75; thewater can drop down into the upper 60s, with the coolest
temperatures occurring in February. Summer land temperatures slide right up past 100, with the water
temperature rising into the low 80s (take a wetsuit anyway). The hottest month is August. If you are going
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to do any land exploration (and how do you visit the Red Sea without at least a peek at the pyramids), the
trade-off for warm water is hot weather. The manta season is from March to June.

--------------------------------

Land-Based
Camel Dive Club, Nov 2009 (Rpt #5275) by Diane  FL, USA. Dive Experience:  501-1000. 
Where else diving:  
Hawaii, Okinawa, Bonaire, Jamaica, Tobago, St. Lucia, Florida Keys, San Diego. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: N/AFood: N/AService and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
time and depth. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: N/A
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
"High volume but good quality. Did a great job of accommodating the varied experience levels of our
group." We only had a few days to dive and our group of four ranged from a newly certified Open Water
diver to a Dive Master and an Instructor. Camel Dive Club Na'ama Bay runs an organized and efficient
operation - they have a fleet of boats and offer a punctual complimentary shuttle from area hotels to their
shop (they have a dedicated dive hotel onsite but it was booked.)We were assigned a numbered plastic crate
for our gear for the duration of our trip -the crate went from boat to boat, depending on the trip destination.
Staff loaded gear on the boat. It's a short walk from the shop to the boat. The boats are roomy with a rear
platform for giant stride entry and open ladders for fins-on exit. Unless you've dived with them before,
Camel requires that your first 2 dives be at a "local site" (one of the nearshore reefs.) We hated to waste
time on this but it turned out to be a good thing - it allowed us to fine tune our weighting for the higher
salinity of the Red Sea and it gives the staff a chance to "vet" divers before taking them to sites where the
coral is in great shape. The dive briefs were excellent. All dives were guided - our guide the second day had
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18 years of professional dive experience, including several as a marine scientist. Clearly still in love with
diving, she was great at finding and identifying critters large and small. She also went up with our newly
certified diver when he was low on air, allowing the three more experinced divers in our group to get a full
hour of dive time. We'll be back and will allow more time for diving.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Red Sea Diving College/Marriott Na'am Bay, Nov 2010 (Rpt #5828) by Bob Penhearow 
(Email author), ON, CA. Dive Experience:  51-100. Where else diving:  
Florida, Dominican Republic, Philippines (Boracay & Malapascua)& St. Lucia.. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  26 to 28 °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Time, air 750psi & depth - limits established at each dive site.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or

						. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  >

							2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
There was a dedicated tank, but some of the boats had nowhere to recharge camera batteries.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Red Sea Diving College is a professional, efficient diving operation located at Na’am Bay. They currently
operate 6-Boats with a average length of 18’- washrooms on board. All tanks and personal equipment is
placed in a plastic crate and loaded on and off each dive boat, ready for the next day. The dive guides are
very knowledgeable with an impressive amount of experience. Dive briefings are thorough as were the
diagrams. Depth, time and air limits are established on each dive with Nitrox usage carefully recorded.
After a compulsory ‘check out dive,’ you chose your dive sites: local, Ras Mohammed or day excursions:
Tiran, Dahab and Thistlegorm. Lunch is provided for 50 Egyptian Pounds on the day excursions. You place
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your name on a whiteboard for your desired dive site, as soon as there is a set minimum of divers the
excursion is confirmed. Recommend you do this right away. Use cash (any major currency) for the deeper
discounts generally given. Of the 14-dives in total, I used a 15 Litre steel tank with 32% Nitrox. Some
highlights: Ras Mohamed (4- Dives): Rated as one of the top 10 dive sites globally, enjoyed the dives &
coral. Tiran (2-Dives): Excellent dive sites. The two best are Jackson and Thomas. However, at Jackson
beware of strong current NW of the Island – you will be swept away, as were 2-DMs! Thistlegorm
(2-Dives): Definitely worth the 3.5 hrs to get there – a sight to behold. You go down the shock-line and
explore. Usually first dive is external and second internal – lots to see – trucks, motorcycles, rifles, ammo
etc. There was little current on my dive. Dahab (2-Dives): Excellent shore dive, but beware of sharp rocks!
Enjoyed the Canyon (easy dive), the Bells was exciting and the drift dive to the Blue Hole enjoyable. In
summation: Enjoyed the 14- dives in total with Red Sea Diving College. Am thankful to three outstanding
instructors: Nasser Shaban who kept an eye on an inexperienced/nervous diver, Ali who took me around
Thistlegorm and Ahmed with his willing helping hands at Dahab! A little disappointed that I did not see
some of the larger pelagic fish, but was informed the best time is in the summer: June-August. If I can brave
the heat, will return then!

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Sinai Blue/Four Seasons Resort, Oct 2010 (Rpt #5740) by Graham McGregor (Email author),
 ZZ, GB. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Galapagos, Maldives, Phillipines, Hawaii, Florida, Cozumel, Bahamas, Turks, Cayman, Curacao, St Lucia,
USVI, Nevis, Red Sea. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: 
Shore Diving: Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm, currents. Water:  29 to  °C. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
15 to 40 Meters. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
All dives led by Divemaster, 30m max, 50 to 60 mins duration. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Spent a week at Four Seasons Resort, Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. Used their in-house dive operation, Sinai
Blue - very professional set up. My son was diving with me. He is recently certified and had a fabulous
time. They schedule 3 dives a day (9am, 11.30 and 2pm with optional night dives). However, guided dives
on House Reef (which is excellent) available at any time. We had 3 dives on the House Reef and 3 dives on
high quality sites nearby, including Straits of Tiran. These 3 dives were on a rib and no site is more than 15
minutes away from the jetty. Good briefings and quality divemasters. Nitrox is available and a range of 12
and 15 litre tanks plus 15 litre steel tanks. The quality of the reefs is outstanding. Great coral (soft and hard,
including Gorgonians) and loads of reef fish. We also saw Ghost Pipefish, large Dogtooth Tuna, Turtle,
myriad interesting small critters, big shoals of fish. The highlight was a very large and unusual shark-like
creature which our guide couldn't identify but the resident Marine Biologist identified as a Mako Shark!We
dived as 2 plus Dive Guide (3 of us plus Guide on 1 dive) - so an extremely personal service. After the first
dive, everything is set up for you by friendly dive crew. It's literally a giant stride onto the excellent House
Reef or max 15 mins to the other sites. The resort is luxurious but expensive, as is the diving. This is quality
diving made easy, although some of the sites were reasonably advanced wall/drift dives.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Sinai Divers/Amwaj Resort, Jun 2010 (Rpt #5561) by  Paul H Causey (Email author), CA, US. 
Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Palau, Yap, Phillipines, Indonesia, Fiji, Belize, Bonaire, Aruba, Canada, California, Cabo, Cozumel. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
25 to 75 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
60 minute time limit. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. 
Whale Sharks:  1 or 2. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
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Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 
----- Underwater Photography -----

Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
No camera buckets on boats had to use the shower sprayer to rinse the camera after each dive, lots of small
fish but very limited fish larger than 6 inches - a disappointment. Nothing exceptional to cater to the
photographer. I took about half of the pictures that I usually take on a week long dive trip - lots and lots of
the same stuff from dive to dive. Boat guys did hand cameras to you in the water if you asked them to but
basically as a photgrapher you were very much on your own in this area.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
To begin with we had to take several van rides and transfers to get to the dive locations - as one diver said
"there is way too much overhead per dive here" and I agree - we were shuttled through two separate dive
shops to get to the boat harbor with lots of lost time until our coordinator was able to negotiate a direct
transfer to and from our hotel. The dive operation required a "check-out" dive to start the week and we were
required to carry all equipment about a quarter mile in the hot mid day sun and then we were required to
walk out on a very rickety jetty of plastic squares tied together fully geared up in 100 degree weather for a
nice easy dive that was completely unnecessary other than to check weights - no exceptions to this rule by
the shop - even though we had been diving in Palau just 2 months earlier and the group had lots oif dive
experience - no exceptions. At the end of this joke dive we received very conflicting directions regarding
our equipment - first we were told to leave it all at the entry point on the jetty and it would be brought
across the jetty to us and then while we waited on shore for the gear we were told we had to go back out and
get the gear as we weren'ty supposed to leave it on the jetty - after a short negotiation and much
complaining the shop did go and get the gear and return it to us. Not many happy divers after this exercise
in futility. After this all diving was on a very comfortable large boat and crew help only if requested
otherwise you were on your own to get in and out of the water. No on board water or snacks unless you paid
in advance for cold water. If you brought your own it had to sit out and was very warm within minutes of
arrival on the boat and stayed that way all day - should have invested in our own styrofoam cooler for our
water. No camera facilities for photographers and lots of slow steaming to the distant dive sites. Sharm
requires that all boats leave within an hour in the morning and they are not allowed to return to the harbor
until late in the day - makes for a long day on the water unless the group decides to do three dives per day
and therefore no boat is in any hurry to get anywhere except when it means they might miss thier afternoon
mooring and then we cut dives short to be sure and make the time. Boat personnel were friendly and helpful
after being asked but the divemasters did not do much in the way of locating and showing anything during
the dives. It felt very much like they were down there to get the group into the water, along the reef and
back to the boat safely. Safety - wow what a boating zoo and a divers nightmare - crazy speed boats, jet
skis, snorkelers, military craft, dive boats and large water craft all competeing for surface space and with
little regard for divers under the water - sometime the noise was deafening and clearly surfacing was risky at
best - fortunately no accidents but clearly one needs to stay very close to your group or run the risk of a
clammity on the surface. Always lots of dive boats aroound and you needed a special surface signal so your
boat knew who you were and where you were - interesting challenge for most divers! The dives were
average with lots and lots of little fish but nothing really unusual or much out of the ordinary from most
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other areas of the world we have visited. The books claim lost of small nudibranks, etc but our entirte group
of seven divers only saw three total during the 13 dives. We did see one whale shark in the distance and
were attached by a couple of mating Titan Trigger fish but other than that the dives passed generally the
same each and every day. Coral was nice with much color but there also was lots of sand on most walls and
some very gray reefs which limited the viz on some of our dives. Not sure why the Red Sea is considered
such a great place to dive - not even close to tops on our list of dive locations around the world I am sad to
say. Divemasters gave great briefings but then the dives generally did not live up to the expectations
discussed in the briefings. Under water divemaster simply led the dive and told us when and where to
surface not much was identified underwater by these guides. The weather was very hot and the wind when
returning from Ras Mohammed was brutal in the high heat. Over all I would say this was an average okay
dive experience but not impressive enough to get me back to Sharm again to dive. Been there, seen it and
lots of other exciting places to go to or to return to in the world before the Red Sea.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Liveaboards
 Sea Serpent Fleet/Grand SeaSerpent, Apr 2010 (Rpt #5580) by  Pat Wikstrom 
(Email author), NC, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Bahamas; Belize; Bikini Atoll; Bonaire; California; Cancun; Cayman Brac; Little Cayman; Cocos Isl; Costa
Rica; Cozumel; Dominica; Dominican Republic; Florida- (springs, west coast, keys); Galapagos; Indonesia;
Massachusetts; NC; Palau; Puerto Rico; Roatan; Saba; Socorro; South Africa; St. Kitts; Thailand; Truk;
Turks TVA lakes; Yap; Yucatan Caves;. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, dry. Seas:  calm. Water:  76 to 77 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
50 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
130ft max, all divers must have 50 dives for southern itinerary, paperwork enforced for each dive- Nitrox
percentage, MOD, time and pressures in and out, maximum depth, all recorded - Buddy pairs were required
to shoot up a surface marker buoy during the safety stop before surfacing. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 
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